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Department of the Army
General Permits for Massachusetts

The New England District of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Cc | ) hereby issues General Permits
(GPs) for activities subject to Corps jurisdiction in waters of the U.S. (including nav’ ible wa s) within the
boundaries of, and off the coast of, the Commonwealth of Massachusetts excluding work within the
boundaries of Indian tribal lands. These GPs are issued in accordance with Corps regulations at Title 33 of
the Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 320-332 (33 CFR 32 32; see 33 CFR 325.2(e)(2)). The GPs will
protect the aquatic environment and the public interest while effectively authorizing activities that have no
more than minimal individual and cumulative adverse environmental effects.

This GP document contains the following sections:

I. General Criteria 1
1I.  Jurisdiction/Authorities to Issue Permits 3
II1. Eligible Activities 3
IV. General Conditions 22
V. Self-Verification Notification Form 35
VI. Content of Pre-Construction Notification 37
VII. SHPO/THPO Notification Form 40
VIII. _ :finitions and Acronyms 41
IX. Contacts and Tribal Are: of Interest 47
X. [RETTRVED] §401 Water Quality Certification 49

I.  GENERAL CRITERIA

1. See Section II to determine if the activity requires Corps authorization, and Sections III and IV to
determine if the activity may be eligible for authorization under the GPs, specifically whether it is eligible
for self-verification (SV) or preconstruction notification (PCN) is required.

2. In order for activities to qualify for these GPs, they must comply witk ™
criteria and general conditions in Section IV.

applicable GP eligibility

3. Project proponents are encouraged to contact the Corps with questions at any time. Pre-application
meeti . (see 33 CFR 325.1(b)) are encouraged to facilitate rly review and help streamline the permit

process by alerting the applicant to potential obstacles that may arise during the evaluation (e , historic
properties general condition (GC) 6 and endangered species (GC 8)).

4.  Projects that are not authorized by these GPs require Individual Permits (IPs; 33 CFR 325.5(b)) and
proponents must submit an application directly to the Corps. These GPs do not affect the Corps’ IP review
process or activities exempt from Corps permit requirements. ..ie Corps retains discretionary authority on a
case-by-case basis to elevate a SV to PCN or IP, or a PCN to IP based on concerns for the aquatic
environment or for any other factor of the public interest (33 CFR 320.4(a)). Whenever the Corps notifies
an applicant that a PCN or IP is required, no work in Corps jurisdiction may be conducted until the Corps
issues the required authorization in writing indicating that work may proceed.



5. How to Obtain/Apply for Authorization

a. 777 rification(Sel”"" T ° 77 ficatio .
The project proponent may proceed with activities authorized under these GPs that are eligible for SV without
submitting a PCN to the Corps provided the prospective permittee has:

i.  Verified that the activity will n it the terms and conditions of applicable GPs. Consultation
with the Corps and/or other relevant Federal and State agencies may be necessary to ensure compliance with the
applicable :neral conditions (GCs) in Section IV and related Federal laws such astl  National Historic
Preservation Act (GC 6), the Endangered Species Act (GC 8) and the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act (GC 9). The
Corps can confirm that SV eligible activities are authorized under the GPs if the proponent submits a PCN to the
Corps.

ii.  Verified that any activities will not take place within or could impact a Federal project. See 33
U.S.C. 408. Also see Section IV (GC 7a), and Section XI (1), below.

iii.  Submitted the SVNF (Section V) to the Corps. By submitting the SVNF, you are self-verifying
that your project meets the terms and conditions of the applicable GPs. See GC 31 for more information,
including when a SVNF is not required.

Permittees are encouraged to keep this enti=~ 7 S MR Anrrennenk S el ni ST
b. =~ 7~ - > “fcation (:

For activities that do not quality tor SV, the permittee must submit a FUIN 1o obtain written verification from the
Corps before starting work in Corps jurisdiction.

i.  Applicants must include the applicable information in Section VI to ensure the application is
complete, which will expedite project review.

ii.  For all GP activities that require PCN the Corps will provide (via e-mail, facsimile transmission
(fax), overnight mail, or other expeditious manner) a copy of the comple PCN to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service (FWS), the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) MassDEP, and, if appropriate, the National Marine -
Fisheries Service (NMFS). These agencies will have 15 calendar days from the date the material is transmitted
to provide substantive, site specific comments.

iii. In addition, the Corps will provide (via e-mail, fax, overnight mail, or other expeditious manner)
the PCN and the SHPO/THPO Notification Form (see Section VII) or the SHPO/MHC’s “Project Notification
Form.” to the State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO), the Massachusetts Bureau of Underwater
Archaeological Resources (BUAR), and the applicable Tribal Historic Preservation Officers (Tx.: JSs). 1.lese

:ncies will have 30 calendar days from the date the material is received to provide substantive site specific
comments concerning properties that may be eligible for inclusion in the Nationa. ..cgister of Historic Places.
The SHPO, BUAR and THPOs will contact the Corps within 30 days if there is any potential for an effect on a
historic property and the Corps will begin consultation. The Corps may request expedited review on particular
projects, e.g., emergency situations. Notification is not required when alternate procedures exist or the Corps
has designated another Federal agency as the lead in accordance with 36 CFR 800.2(a) .

iv.  Applicants must apply as appropriate to the MassDEP or local conservation commission for
water quality certification under §401 of the Clean Water Act prior to, or concurrent with, the Corps application.

v.  Applicants may not proceed with work in Corps jurisdiction until written verification is
received from the Corps. To be eligible and subsequently authorized, an activity must result in no more than
minimal individual and cumulative environmental effects as determined by the Corps in accordance with the
criteria listed within these GPs. This may |uire project modifications involving avoidance, minimization, or
compensatory mitigation for unavoidable impacts to ensure that the net adverse effects of an activity are no
more than minimal. If the Corps determines that the PCN activity qualifies for authorization under these GPs,
the Corps will send an authorization letter directly to the applicant. If the Corps determines that the activity
does not qualify for authorization under these GPs, or that additional information is required, the Corps will
notify the applicant in writing.






and permanent impact area is used to determine if a single and complete project is eligible for SV or requires
a PCN. An IP is required if the total permanent impact area exceeds the PCN limit.

Permanent impacts include, but are not limited to, waters of the U.S. that are permanently affected by filling,
flooding, excavation, or drainage because of the regulated activity; and permanent discharges of dredged or
fill material that change an aquatic area to dry land, increase the bottom elevation of a waterbody, or change
the use of a waterbody. Temporary impacts include, but are not limited to, waters of the U.S. that are
temporarily filled, flooded, excavated, drained or cleared because of the regulated activity. Impacts resulting
from activities eligible for exemptions under §404(f) of the CWA are not considered when calculating the
impact area.

3. General Permits:

Maintenance

Moorings

Floats, Lifts and Pile-Supported Structures

Aids to Nav™ 1ition, and Temporary Recreational Structures

Dredging, Dnsposal of Dredged Material, Beach Nourishment, and Rock Removal and Relocation
Discharges of Dredged or Fill Material Incidental to the Construction of Bridges
Bank and Shoreline Stabilization

Residential, Commercial and Institutional Developments, and Recreational Facilities
Utility Line Activities

10. Linear Transportation Projects and Stream Crossings

11. Mining Activities

12. Boat Ramps and Marine Railways

13. Land and Water-Based Renewable Energy Generation Facilities and Hydropower Projects
14. Temporary Construction, Access, and Dewatering

15. Reshaping Existing Drainage Ditches, New Ditches, and Mosquito Man. :ment

16. Response Operations for Oil and Hazardous Substances

17. Cleanup of Hazardous and Toxic Waste

18. Scientific Measurement Devices

19. Survey Activities

20. Agricultural Activities

21. Fish and Wildlife Harvesting and Attraction Devices and Activities

22. Aquaculture Activities

. Aquatic Habitat Restoration, Establishment and Enhancement Activities
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IV. GENER '™ CONDITIONS:

To qualify for GP authorization, the prospective permittee must comply with the following general
conditions, as applicable.

1. Other Permits

2.  Federal Jurisdictional Boundaries

3. Minimal Effects

4.  Mitigation (Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensatory Mitigation)
5. Single and Complete Projects

6.  Historic Properties

7. National Lands and Federal Projects

8.  Federal Threatened and Endangered Species and Related Time of Year Restrictions
9.  Wild and Scenic Rivers

10. Navigation

11. Federal Liability

12. Pile Driving and Removal and related Time of Year Restrictions
13. Utility Line Installation and Removal

14. Heavy Equipment in Wetlands

15. Temporary Fill

16. Restoration and Removal of Temporary Fills
17. Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls

18. Time of Year Restrictions

19. Aquatic Life Movements

20. Management of Water Flows

21. Water Quality C  fication

22. Coastal 7 me Management

23. Floodplains and Floodways

24. Storage of Seasonal Structures

25. Spawning, Breeding, and Migratory Areas
~5. Vernal Pools

27. Invasive and Other Unacceptable Species
28. Blasting

29. Suitable Material

30. Permit On Site

31. Self-Verification Notification Form

32. Inspections

33. Maintenance

34. Property R™ its

35. Transfer of GP Verifications

36. Modification, Suspension, and Revocation
37. Special Conditions

38. False or Incomplete Information

39. Abandonment

40. Enforcement Cases

41. Previously Authorized Activities

~

Duration of Authorization

22



1. OtherPe ‘ts. The| mittee must obtain the following State approvals, when applicable, prior
to the commencement of work in Corps jurisdiction in order for authorizations under these GPs to be
valid:

e Water Quality Certification: See GC 20.

o Coastal Zone Management Consistency Concurrence: See GC 21.

2. Federal Jurisdictional Boundaries.

a.  Activities shall be evaluated with reference to Federal jurisdictional boundaries for waters of the
U.S. under the Clean Water Act (33 CFR 328) and navigable waters of the U.S. under §10 of the Rivers
and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 CFR ”™7).

b.  The PCN must include a delineation of wetlands, other special aquatic sites, and other waters, such
as lakes and ponds, and perennial, intermittent, and ephemeral streams, on the project site. Wetland
delineations must be prepared in accordance with the current federal method requi | by the Corps.
Applicants are responsible for ensuring that the applicable jurisdictional boundaries are depicted on
permit application drawings e»- far candnctine an adeanate site-snecific survey to verify that vegetated
shallows are not present. Sec >> Jurisdictional Limits and
Wetlands for more information on delineaung jurisaicuonal arcas auu osuvwcrged Aquatic Vegetation
Survey Guidance.

3. Minimal Effects’. Projects shall have no more than minimal direct, indirect, and secondary
adverse environmental effects. Project proponents shall identify all indirect and secondary effects to the
extent reasonable and practicable. All PCNs must include this information.

4. Mitigation (Avoidance, Minimization, and Compensatory Mitigation)

a.  Activities must be designed and constructed to avoid and minimize adverse effects, both temporary
and permanent, to waters of the U.S. to the maximum extent practicable at the project site (i.e., on site).
Mitigation in all its forms (avoiding, minimizing, rectifying, reducing, or compensatit  for resource
losses) is required to the extent necessary to ensure that the adverse effects to the aquatic environment
are no more than minimal.

b.  Applicants shall consider riparian/forested buffer best management practices (BMPs) for
stormwater management, and low impact development (LID) BMPs to reduce impervious cover and
manage stormwater, to minimize impacts to the maximum extent practicable.®

c.  Compensatory mitigation’ for unavoidable adverse effects to waters of the U.S., including direct,
secondary and temporal, will generally be required for permanent impacts that require PCNs, and may
be required for temporary impacts that require PCNs, to offset unavoidable impacts which remain after
all appropriate and practicable avoidance and minimization has been achieved and to ensure that the
adverse effects to the aquatic environment are no more than minimal. Proactive restoration projects, or
temporary impact work with no secondary effects, may generally be excluded from this requirement.

“mtmmtna Mitaatinn Mnidancs ic a racanrece far ascescing secondarv imbacts.

¢ See >> State General Permit >> Massachusetts >> Mitigation for
this adqiuonal nTormauoen: ay weuans o vianudl - Techniques for Avoidance & Minimization,” b)
riparian/forested buffer BMPs, and ¢) L... BMPs. LIC ~ VIPs include, but are not limited to: replacing curbs and
gutters with swales; usit  in open space design for subdivisions; using permeable, pervious or porous pavements;
constructing bio-retention systems; and/or, addingag n roof or rain garden.
" Compensatory mitigation projects provided to offset losses of aquatic resources must comply with the applicable
provisions of 33 CFR 332. See also the New England District Compensatory Mitigation Guidance at
www.nae.usace.army.mil/missions/regulatory >> Mitigation.
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The MA In ™ "eu Fee Program allows Corps permittees, as compensation for their project impacts to
aquatic resources of the U.S. in MA pursuant to §404, to make a monetary payn 1t in-lieu of permittee-
racmancihla mitioation  Infarmation is provided at

>> Mitigation >> Massachusetts In-Lieu Fee Program.

5. Sii “e and Complete Project means the total project proposed or accomplished by one
owner/developer or partnership or other association of owners/developers. The GPs shall notbe 1 :d for
piecemeal work and shall be applied to single and complete projects.

a. Proponents must quantify any permanent fill associated with the single and comp e project that has
occurred since October 5, 1984 and provide that information in the PCN. For real estate subdivisions
created or subdivided after October 5, 1984, a PCN is required for any discharge which would cause the
aggregate total loss of waters of the U.S. for the entire subdivision to exceed 5,000 square feet.

b. For non-linear projects, a single and complete project must have independent utility. Portions of a
multi-phase project that depend upon other phases of the project do not have independent utility. Phases
of a project that would be constructed, even if the other phases were not built, can be considered as
separate single and complete projects with independent utility.

¢. Unless the Corps determines the activity has independent utility, all components of a single project
and/or all planned phases of a multi-phased project (e.g., subdivisions should include all work such as
roads, utilities, and lot development) shall be treated together as constituting one sii ‘e and complete
project.

d. For linear projects such as power lines or pipelines with multiple crossings, a “single and complete
project” is all crossit  of a single water of the U.S. (i.e. single waterbody) at a specific location. For
linear projects crossing a single waterbody several times at separate and distant locations, each crossing
is considered a separate single and complete project. However, individual channels in a braided stream
or river, or individual arms of a large, irregularly-shaped wetland or lake, etc., are not separate
waterbodies, and crossings of such features cannot be considered separately. If any crossii  requires a
PCN review or an individual permit review, then the entire linear project shall be reviewed as one
project under PCN or the individual permit procedures.

6.  Historic Properties

a.  No undertaking shall cause effects (defined at 33 CFR 325 Appendix C and 36 CFR 800) on
properties listed in, determined to be el  ble for listing in, or potentially eligible for listing in the
National Register of Historic Places®, including previously unknown historic properties within the permit
area, unless the Corps or another Federal action agency has satisfied the consultation requirements of
§106 of the National Historic Preservation Act (NHPA). The State Historic Preservation Officer
(SHPO), Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) and the National Register of Historic Places can
assist with locating information on: i) previously identified historic properties; and ii) areas with potential
for the presence of historic resources, which may require identification and evaluation by qualified
historic preservation and/or archaeological consultants in consultation with the Corps and the SHPO
and/or THPO(s).

b.  For SV eligible activities, proponents must ensure and document that the activity will not cause
effects as stated in 6(a). Coordination with the SHPO and applicable THPOs using the forms/methods
specified in 6(c) below is recommended to demonstrate due diligence to identify historic properties. The
SHPO and THPOs are expected to provide comment to the applicant and/or the Corps within 30 days of
receipt if there are additional historic properties which need to be addressed. Proponents must submit a
PCN if the authorized activity may cause effects as stated in 6(a) as soon as possible to ensure that the

8 The majority of historic properties are not listed on the National Register of Historic Places and may require

identification and evaluation by qualified historic preservation and/or archaeological consultants in consultation
with the Corps and the SHPO and/or THPO(S).
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Corps is aware of any potential effects of the permitted activity on any historic prop¢ , to ensure all
§106 requirements are met.

c.  Ifyoudiscover any previously unknown historic, cultural or archeological remains and artifacts
while accomplishing the activity authorized by this permit, you must immediately notify the District
Engineer of what you have found, and to the maximum extent practicable, avoid construction activities
that may affect the remains and artifacts until the required coordination has been completed. The Corps
will initiate the Federal, State and tribal coordination required to determine if the items or remains
warrant a recovery effort or if the site is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places.

7.  Activities Affecting Structures or Works Built by the United States.

a. Ifa GP activity also requires permission from the Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it will
alter or temporarily or permanently occupy or use a Corps federally authorized Civil Works project, the
prospective permittee must submit a PCN. An activity that requires section 408 permission is not
authorized by these GPs until the Corps issues the section 408 permission to alter, occupy, or use the
USACE project, and the Corps issues a written GP verification.

b. A PCN is required for a1l wark in the area of the Cane Cod Canal located west of the vertical hft
railroad bridge as detailed a >> State General Permits >>
Massachusetts.

c. A PCN is required for GP activities within, or with any secondary or indirect adverse
environmental effects on, any National Wildlife Refuge, National Forest, National Marine Sanctuary

(e , Stellwagen Bank), National Park or any other area administered by the National Park Service (e.g.,
Cape Cod National Seashore), U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) or U.S. Forest Service.

8. Federal Threatened and Endangered Species and Related Time of Year Restrictions
a.  No activity is authorized under these GPs which: i) is likely to directly or indirectly jeopardize the
continued exis ice of a threatened or endangered species or a species proposed for such designation, as
identified under the Federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), or which will directly or indirectly destroy
or adversely modify the critical habitat of such species; or ii) “may affect” a listed species or critical
habitat, unless consultation under §7 of the ~3A, addressii  the effects of the proposed activity, has
been completed. '
b.  For listed species or critical habitat under USFWS jurisdiction, a PCN is required if any listed
species or critical habitat under USFWS jurisdiction might be affected or is in the vicinity of the project,
or if the project is located in designated critical hahitat nnless another (lead) federal agency has already
completed all required §7 consultation. Ses ‘or assistance.
c. . orlisted species or critical habitat under Nvir> jurisaicuon, me Corps has determined that all SV
eligible work will have no effect on listed species or critical habitat; therefore project proponents are not
required to check for listed species or critical habitat for work that is SV eligible. Note 1 in GP 16
requires notification to NMFS in some areas. A PCN is required for activities in the following areas:
e Atlantic sturgeon (Acipenser oxyrinchus) spawning areas in the Connecticut River all year
¢ Shortnose sturgeon (4. brevirostrum) spawning areas in the Connecticutand M mack Rivers
all: r
¢ Shortnose sturgeon overwintering areas in the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers from Nov. ] to
March 15
¢ Shortnose sturgeon rearing areas in the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers from
April 15 to July 15.
For aerial photos illustrating these areas, set >>
Sta  General Permits >> Massachusetts. These 10U Y restrictions can onty ve wouticu vy the
Corps, not in a written State determination.
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d.  Federal agencies should follow their own procedures for complying with the requirements of the
ESA. Federal permittees must provide the Corps with the appropriate documentation to demonstrate
compliance with those requirements. The Corps will review the documentation and determine whether
it is sufficient to address ESA compliance for the GP activity, or whether additional ESA consultation is
necessary.

9.  Wild and Scenic Rivers
a.  The following activities in designated river or study river segments in the National Wild and
Scenic River (WSR) System require a PCN unless the National Park Service has determined in writing
to the proponent that the proposed work will not adversely affect the WSR designation or study status:
1. Activities that occur in WSR segments, inand 0  miles up- or downstream of WSR
st nents, or in tributaries within 0.25 mile of WSR segments;
ii.  Activities that occur in wetlands adjacent to WSR segments;
ili.  Activities that have the potential to alter free-flowing characteristics in WSR segments.
b.  Asof 29 March 2016, the Taunton River, Sudbury/Assabet/Concord Rivers, and Westfield River
are designated rivers; and the Nash» Rivar ic a etndv river  The most un to date list and descriptions of
the WSR segments are provided a >> State General
Permits >> Massachusetts, un¢  “Wild and dcenic Kivers .

10. Navigation

a.  There shall be no unreasonable interference with navigation by the existence or use of the activity
authorized herein, and no attempt shall be made by the permittee to prevent the full and free use by the
public of all navigable waters at or adjacent to the activity authorized herein.

b.  Any safety lights and signals prescribed by the U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), through regulations or
otherwise, must be installed and maintained at the permittee’s expense on authori: [ facilities in
navigable waters of the U.S.

c.  The permittee understands and agrees that if future U.S. operations require the removal, relocation,
or other alteration of the structure or work herein authorized, or if, in the opinion of the Secretary of the
Army or his authorized representative, said structure or work shall cause unreasonable obstruction to the
free navigation of the nav  ble waters, the permittee will be required, upon due notice from the Corps,
to remove, relocate, or alter the structural work or obstructions caused thereby, without expense to the
U.S. No claim shall be made  ~1inst the U.S. on account of any such removal or alteration.

d. A PCN is required for ali work in, over or under a Corps FNP or its buffer zone except for the
work authorized in GPs 1 and 16, and the work specified in GPs 2 and 4.

11. Federal Liability

In issuing these GPs, the Federal Government does not assume any liability for the following:

a. Dam: s to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result of other permitted or unpermitted
activities or rrom natural causes;

b.  Damages to the permitted project or uses thereof as a result of current or future activities undertaken
by or on behalf of the U.S. in the public interest;

c.  Damages to persons, property, or to other permitted or unpermitted activities or structures caused by
the activity authorized by this permit;

d.  Design or construction deficiencies associated with the permitted work; or

e. Damage claims associated with any future modification, suspension, or revocation of this permit.

12. Pile Driving and Removal and Related Time of Year Restrictions
a.  Derelict, degraded or abandoned piles and sheet piles in navigable waters, except for those inside
existing work footprints for piers, must be completely removed, cut and/or driven to 3 feet below the
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maximum extent practicable. Where construction requires heavy equipment operation in wetlands, the
equipment shall either have low ground pressure (typically <3 psi), or it shall be placed on
swamp/construction/timber mats (herein referred to as “construction mats™) that are adequate to support
the equipment in such a way as to minimize disturbance of wetland soil and vegetation. Construction
mats are to be placed in the wetland fr  the upland or from equipment positioned on swamp mats if
working within a wetland. Dragging construction mats into position is prohibited. Other support
structures that are capable of safely supporting equipment may be used with written Corps authorization.
Similarly, the permittee may request written authorization from the Corps to waive use of mats during
frozen or dry conditions. An adequate supply of spill containment equipment shall be maintained on site.
Construction mats should be managed in accordan:  with the Construction Mat BMPs at
www.nae.usace.army.mil/missions/regulatory >> State General Permits >> Massachu ts

] Temporary Fill

a.  Temporary fill, which includes construction mats and corduroy roads, shall be entirely removed as
soon as it is no longer needed to construct the authorized work. A PCN is required for: i) all temporary
fill that is in place greater than two years (unless otherwise stated in a GP), or ii) temporary fill
consisting of only construction mats and corduroy roads >5000 SF that are in place in for: 1) >] year
when installed during the growing period, or 2) any portion of more than one growit  period when
installed outside the growing period. The growing period is from May 1 to Oct 1 for tne purposes of
these GPs.

b. A PCN is required for construction mats and corduroy roads that involve underlying fill.

c.  Temporary fill shall be placed in its original location, or disposed of at an upland site and suitably
contained to prevent its subsequent erosion into waters of the U.S.

d.  Appropriate measures must be taken to maintain normal downstream flows and minimize floodi
to the maximum extent practicable. Materials must be placed in a location and manner that does not
adversely impact surface or subsurface water flow into or out of wetlands. Temporary fill shall be
placed on geotextile fabric or other appropria material laid on the pre-construction wetland grade
where practicable to minimize impacts and to facilitate restoration to the original grade (construction
mats are excluded from this requirement).

16. Restc ion and Removal of Temporary Fills

a.  Temporary fills must be removed in their entirety and the affected areas restored to their pre-
construction condition, function and elevation. The affected areas must be revegetated, as appropriate.
Seed mixes and vegetation shall include only plant species native to New England (See also GC 27).
Restoration shall typically commence no later than the completion of construction.

See the BMPs at www.nae.usace.army.mil/missions/regulatory >> State General ] mits >>
Massachusetts >> Restoration of Special Aquatic Sites.

b.  In areas of authorized temporary disturbance, cut woody vegetation (trees, shrubs, etc.) shall be cut
at or above ground level, and not uprooted, in order to prevent disruption to the wetland soil structure
and to allow stump sprouts to revegetate the work area, unless otherwise authorized.

17. Soil Erosion and Sediment Controls

a.  Appropriate soil erosion, sediment and turbidity controls'® must be used and maintained in
effective operating condition during construction, and all exposed soil and other fills, as well as any
work below the OHW mark or HTL, must be permanently stabilized at the earliest practicable date.

1% Appropriate soil erosion and se”” 2nt controls include cofferdams, bypass pumping around barriers

immediately up and downstream ot the work footprint (i.e., dam and pump), phased construction, installation of

sediment control barriers (i.e., silt fence, vegetated filter strips, geotextile silt fences, filter tubes, erosion control
28



Trenches must be backfilled as soon as practicable to reduce turbidity impact duration.

b. A PCN is required for controls in streams that encroach >50% of the waterway width at OHW
during the TOY restriction in GC 18, or of the waterway width at MLW. However, water diversions'!
and temporary crossings in non-tidal streams associated with either permanent stream crossings that
comply with the “Permanent Crossings in Non-Tidal Streams” section of the Stream Crossing BMPs
docun 1it, or modifications for the purpose of improving passage and flow (see GP 10), may remain: i)
into the TOY restriction provided that they are removed before March 1 when upstream fish passage
begins; and ii) after March 1 if specified by the Corps in writing.

c.  Maintain downstream passage for diadromous fish throughout the project unless otherwise
specified by the Corps in writing.

d.  No dewatering shall occur with direct discharge to waters or wetlands. Excess water in isolated
work areas shall be pumped or directed to a sedimentation basin, tank or other dewaterir ~ structures in an
upland area adequately separated from waters or wetlands where suspended solids shall be removed prior
to discharge back into waters or wetlands. All discharge points back into waters and wetlands shall use
appropriate energy dissipaters and erosion and sedimentation control Bl... ..

e.  Temporary soil erosion, sediment and turbidity controls shall be removed upon completion of
work, or after all disturbed areas are permanently stabilized, whicl -er is later. Sediment and debris
collected by these devices shall be removed and placed at an upland location in a manner that will
prevent its later erosion into a waterway or wetland. Controls may be left in place if they are
biodegradable, and flows, and aquatic life movements are not disrupted.

f.  The material within sandbags shall not be released during their removal.

18. Time of Year Restrictions

a.  For projects that otherwise meet the criteria for self-verification, in-stream (e.g., rivers,
streams, brooks, etc.) construction work shall be conducted (a) during July 1 through September 30 in
non-tidal streams or (b) during November 16 to February 15 in tidal waters. Activities that are not to be
conducted during those time periods are ineligible for self-verification, and a PCN is required, regardle
of the waterway and wetland fill and/or impact area.

b.  For any projects that require PCN, the Corps may include specific time-of-year restrictions
depending on the waterway, wetland fill, and/or impact area, the proposed project, and/or specific
construction techniques or activities.

19. Aquatic Life Movements

No activity may substantially disrupt the necessary life cycle movements of those species of aquatic life
indigenous to the waterbody, includii  those species that normally migrate throv | the area, unless the
activity’s primary purpose is to impound water. Permanent water impoundments require a PCN. All
permanent and temporary crossings of waterbodies (e.g., streams, wetlands) shall be:

a.  Suitably culverted, spanned, or otherwise designed and constructed to maintain low flows to
sustain the movement of those aquatic species (it is important that a continuous thalweg (deepest portion
of the channel) be maintained through the structure), and preserve hydraulic and ecological connectivity
including connectivity between the wetlands on either side of a road; and

b.  Properly aligned and constructed to prevent bank erosion or streambed scour, both adjacent
to and inside, the culvert or span.

mixes, hay bales or other devices) downhill of all exposed areas, retention of existing vegetated buffers,
application of temporary mulching during construction, and permanent seeding and stabilization, etc.
" 'Water diversions are activities such as bypass pumping or water withdrawals. Temporary flume pipes, culverts
or cofferdaims where continuity of flow/normal flow is maintained within the stream boundary’s confines are not
water diversions. “Normal flow” is: ined as no char in flow from pre-project conditions.

29



20. Man: ‘:ment of Water Flows. To the maximum extent practicable, the pre-construction course,
condition, capacity, and location of open waters must be maintained for each activity, including stream
channelization and storm water management activities, except as provided below. The activity must be
constructed to withstand expected high flows. The activity must not restrict or impede the passage of
normal or high flows, unless the primary purpose of the activity is to impound water or manage high
flows. ..ie activity may alter the preconstruction course, condition, capacity, and location of open
waters if it benefits the aquatic environment (e.g., stream restoration or relocation activities).

21. Water Quality Certification

a.  Any activity under these GPs that requires authorization under §404 of the Clean Water Act for the
discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. requires applicants to obtain a water quality
certification or waiver from the state and authorized tribes, or EPA where applicable, in accordance with
§401(a)(1) of the Clean Water Act (hereinafter referred to as “§401 WQC”). In Massachusetts, the
MassDEP has author _ to issue or deny §401 WQC. Activities authorized under these GPs must
comply with all conditions set forth in the [INSERT DATE UPON ISSUANCE] conditional WQC for
these GPs (located at www.nae.usace.army.mil/missions/regulatory >> State General Permits >>
Massachusetts) or in an Individual §401 WQC. Authorization under the GPs is not valid and no work
may commence in Corps jurisdiction until the MassDEP has issued or waived §401 WQC.

b.  The conditional §401 WQC is for certain activities identified in 314 CI "™ 9.03: Activit . Not
Requiring an Application, (1) through (6), and an Individual §401 WQC is not required provided the
applicant obtains a Final Order of Conditions issued pursuant to 310 CMR 10.00, which serves as the
§401 WQC.

c.  The conditional §401 WQC requires that applicants obtain an Individual §401 WQC for the
activities listed at 314 CMR 9.04: Activities Requiring an Application
(www.nae.usace.army.mil/missions/rr —1latory >> State General Permits >> Massachusetts).

d.  "2§401WQC is issued for work different from that in the Corps authorization, the Corps
authorization is not valid and the permittee must resubmit a PCN to the Corps to allow the Corps to
reevaluate the project and issue a written verification as appropriate.

e. The Corps or MassDEP may require additional water quality management measures to ensure
that the authorized activity does not result in more than minimal degradation of water quality. All
projects authorized by these GPs shall be designed, constructed and operated to minimize or eliminate
the discharge of pollutants.

22. Coastal Zone Management

a.  §307(c)(1) of the Coastal Zone Management Act requires the Corps to provide a consistency
determination and receive State - ~“eement prior to the issuance, reissuance, or expansion of activities
authorized by a GP that authorizes activities within a state with a Federally-approved Coastal
Management Program when activities that would occur within, or outside, that state’s coastal zone will
affect any land or water use or natural resource of the state’s coastal zone. The Massachusetts Office of
Coastal Zone Management (MA CZM) administers the

b.  For self-verified activities authorized under these GPs, MA C.vl nas agreea with the Corps
consistency determination and therefore these activities do not require any additional CZM Federal
consistency review.

c.  For PCN activities in the Coastal Zone that are eligible for authorization under these GPs, MA
CZM requires that permittees obtain a Federal consistency concurrence from MA CZM. ...e Corps will
coordinate review with MA CZM and then notify applicants if an individual consistency concurrence is
required. Authorization under these GPs becomes valid only after MA CZM determines that the activity
is consistent with the MA CZM program. If the MA CZM consistency concurrence is for work different
from that in the Corps authorization, the Corps authorization is not valid and the permittee must
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resubmit a PCN to the Corps so the Corps may reevaluate the project and issue a written verification as
appropriate.

d.  The Corps or MA CZM may require additional measures to ensure that the authorized activity is
consistent with State CZM requirements.

23. Floodplains and Floodways

a.  Appropriate measures must be taken to minimize flooding to the maximum extent practicable.
b.  Activities within 100-Year Floodplains must comply with applicable Federal Emergency
Man: ment Agency (FEMA)-approved State and/or local floodplain management permitting
requirements.

24. Storage of Seasonal Structures. Seasonal or recreational structures such as p  sections, floats,
aquaculture structures, etc. that are removed from the wa  way for a portion of the year (often referred
to as seasonal structures) shall be stored in an upland location landward of MHW or OHW and not in
wetlands, tidal wetlands or mudflats. ..iese seasonal structures may be stored on the fixed, pile-
supported portion of the structure that is waterward of MHW or OHW.

25. Spawning, Breeding, and Migratory Areas

a.  Direct, indirect and secondary adverse effects in spawning areas shall be avoided and minimized to
the maximum extent practicable. Activities that result in the physical destruction (e.g., through
excavation, fill, or downstream smothering by substantial turbidity) of an important spawning area are not
authorized.

b.  Activities in waters of the U.S. that serve as breeding areas for migratory birds must be avoided to
the maximum extent practicable. The permittee is responsible for obtaining any “take™ permits required
under the USFWS’s regulations governing compliance with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act or the Bald
and Golden Eagle Pro  ‘tion Act. The| mittee should contact the appropriate local office of the
USFWS to determine if such “take” permits are required for a particular activity.

26. Vernal Pools

a.  Direct, indirect and secondary adverse effects to all vernal pools (VPs), including their envelopes
and critical terrestrial habitats,'? and activities in VP amphibian breeding areas shall be avoided and
minimized'? to the maximum extent practicable. Site clearing, grading and construction activities
associated with a regulated activity!'* in the VP depression, envelope or critical terrestrial habitat may
cause these adverse effects to the VP.

b.  For the PCN’s project plans, show all VPs that are located: 1) less than 750 feet offsite and known
(based upon searches of publically available documentation. including databases and GIS mapping (e.g.,
MA Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program , v 1latory agency or historical

12 The VP depression, envelope, and critical terrestrial habitat are defined in Section VIII on page 45.

13 The followine darnmente nravide avaidance and minimization practices, and conservation recommendations, and
are located a >> Vernal Pools. The directional corridor and
concentric circle Conceprs are expiailicy 1 (@) vsiow. 1ue vonventric circle concept is also explained in (b) & (c).

a. Corps Vernal Pool BMPs

b. Science and Conservation of Vernal Pools in Northeastern North America, Calhoun and deMaynadier,
2008. Chapter 12, Conservation Recommendations section, P 241, is particularly relevant.

c. Best Development Practices: Conserving pool-b  :ding amphibians in residential and commercial
development in the northeastern U.S., Calhoun and Klemens, 2002. Chapter 111, Management Goals and
Recommendations, Pages 15 — 26, is particularly relevant.

* The discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., or structure or work in navigable waters. See
Section I, P 3.
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records, etc.); and ii) onsite based upon the sources in 26(b)(i) above and field surveys. The Corps will
determine if a waterbody (e.g., a VP) is jurisdictional.
c. A PCN is required when the following occur:

i.  Adischa :of dredge or fill material occurs within a jurisdictional VP depression (submit
the Vernal Pool Characterization Form'> along with the PCN); or

ii.  ..ereisa VP depression, either offsite (if known) or onsite, within 750 feet of any regulated
activity.

27. Invasive and Other Unacceptable Species!®

a.  The introduction or spread of invasive or other unacceptable plant or animal species on the project
site or areas adjacent to the project site caused by the site work shall 1 avoided to the maximum extent
practicable. For example, construction mats and equipment shall be thoroughly cleaned and free of
vegetation and soil before and after use. The introduction or spread of invasive plant or animal species
on the project site caused by the site work shall be controlled.

b.  No cultivars, invasive species or other unacceptable plant species may be used for any mitigation,
bioengineering, v¢ tative bank stabilization or any other work authorized by these GPs. Seed mixes
and vegetation shall include only plant species native to New England and shall not include any species
listed in Appendix D, “Invasive and Other Unacceptable Plant Species,” of the “New England District
Compensatory Mit  tion Guidance”.

28. Blasting. Blasting in waters of the U.S. associated with work such as dredging, trenching, pile
installation, etc. is not authorized under these GPs.

29. Suitable Material. No activity may use unsuitable material (e.g., trash, debris, car bodies, asphalt,
etc.). Material used for construction or discharged must be free from toxic pollutants in toxic amounts
(see §307 of the Clean Water Act).

30. Permit On Site. The permittee shall ensure that any contractor(s) and or workers executing the
activities authorized by this GP(s) have knowledge of the terms and conditions of this authorization and
any modification(s), and that a copy of this GP document and any accompanying authorization letter and
attached plans are at the site of the authorized work throughout the period(s) of time t|  work is
underway.

31. Self-Verification Notification Form. For those activities that do not require PCNs and are eligible
for self-verification, permittees must complete and submit the SVNF provided at Section V to the Corps
for work authorized by these GPs. See the SVNF for submittal requirements and timing.

32. Inspections. The permittee shall allow the Corps to inspect the authorized activities and mitigation
parcels at any time deemed necessary to ensure that it is being or has been accomplished in accordance
with the terms and conditions of the applicable GP(s) and any written verification from the Corps. To
facilitate these inspections, the permittee shall complete and return to the Corps the following forms:

e For Self-Verification: The SVNF. See GC 31.

15 See th~ 7= “Varnal Danl A ccacement” doctiment and the accompanying “Vernal Pool Character  tion

Form” a >> Vernal Pools. The form is only required if there is a
dischnr~a = tha v mimane s aeos mav guiei wise reua & the form on a case-by-case basis.

16 Set Mitigation. The June 2009 “Corps of Engineers = asive
Cnnnac PALATT ArAVIAES NONGY wamis ana voieouyes wad 18 located at

>> Invasive Species. Additional information can be found at:
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e For PCN: The a) Work-Start Notification Form, b) Compliance Certification Form, and/or c)
Mitigation W ork-Start Notification Form whenever these forms are provided with the
authorization letter.

33. Maintenance. Any authorized structure or fill shall be properly maintained, including
maintenance to ensure public safety and compliance with applicable general conditions and activity-
specific special conditions provided in a written verification from the Corps. ..is does not include
maintenance of dredging, related disposal, or beach nourishment projects unless specified in a written
authorization from the Corps.

34. Property ...ghts. These GPs do not convey any property 1 its, either in real estate or material, or
any exclusive privileges, nor do they authorize any injury to proj :y or invasion of rights or any
infringement of Federal, State, or local laws or regulations.

35. Transfer of GP Verifications. If the permittee sells the property associated with a GP
verification, the permittee may transfer the GP verification to the new owner by submitting a letter to the
Corps to validate the transfer. A copy of the GP verification must be attached to the letter, and the letter
must contain the following statement and signature:

“When the structu  or work authorized by these GPs are still in existence at the time the property is
transferred, the terms and conditions of these GPs, including any special conditions, will continue to be
binding on the new ow1  (s) of the property. To validate the transfer of these GPs and the associated
liabilities associated with compliance with its terms and conditions, have the transferee sign and date
below.”

(Date)

36. Modification, Suspension, and Revocation. These GPs or any work authorized under these GPs
by self-verification or PCN may be either modified, suspended, or revoked, in whole or in part, pursuant
to the policies and procedures of 33 CFR 325.7. Any such action shall not be the basis for any claim for
damages against the U.S.

37. Special Conditions. ..ie permittee must comply with any special conditions added by the Corps
to this GP. Failure to comply with all applicable terms and conditions of the authorization, including
special conditions, constitutes a permit violation and may subject the permittee to criminal, civil or
administrative penalties and/or an ordered restoration, and/or the permit may be modified, suspended or
revoked by the Corps.

38. False or Incomplete Information. If the Corps makes a determination regarding the eligibility of
a project under these GPs and subsequently discovers that it has relied on fal ~ incomplete or inaccurate
information provided by the permittee, the Corps may determine that the GP authorization is not valid
and modify, suspend or revoke the authorization. In such cases, the U.S. Government may institute
legal proceedings.
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39. Abandonment. Ifthe permittee abandons or decides to abandon the activity authorized under
these GPs, the work must be removed and the area restored to the maximum extent practicable unless a
GP or IP specifically authorizes the abandonment.

40. Enforcement cases. These GPs do not apply to any existing or proposed activity in Corps
jurisdiction associated with an ongoit  Corps or EPA enforcement action, until such time as the
enforcement action is resolved or the Corps or EPA, as appropriate, determines that the activity may
proceed independently without compromisii  the enforcement action.

41. Previously Authorized Activities

a.  Activities that were authorized and completed in accordance with previous GPs or nationwide
permits are not affected by these GPs and continue to be authorized in accordance with the original terms
and conditions of those authorizations, including their terms, general conditions, expiration date, and any
special conditions in a written verification.

b.  Activities authorized pursuant to 33 CFR 330.3 (*Activities occurring before certain dates™) are
not affected by this GP.

42. Duration of Authorization

a.  These GPs expire on [INSERT DATE UPON ISSU * *'CE]. Activities authorized under GPs 1 - 23
that have either commenced (i.e., are under construction) or are under contract to commence before these
GPs expire will have until [INSERT DA ... UPON ISSUANCE] to complete the activity under the terms
and conditions of the current GPs. The permittee must be able to document to the Corps’ satisfaction that
the project was under construction or under contract by the appropriate date. If work is not completed
within the one year extended timeframe nor SV eligible under any subsequently issued GPs, the permittee
must contact the Corps to discuss obtainit 2 separate Corps authorization to complete the work.

b.  Activities completed under these GPs will continue to be authorized unless special conditions
require removal of the authorized work and restoration of the affected area after a specified time period.

DIV .o o
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VI: Content of Pre-Construction Notification

Applicants may email applications tc In addition to the following
required information, the applicant must proviae aaamtonal inrormation as the Corps deems
essential to make a public interest determination including, where applicable, a determination of
compliance with the §404(b)(1) guidelines or ocean dumping criteria. Such additional
information may include environmental data and information on alternate 1 hods and sites as
may be necessary for the preparation of the reanired environmental documentation. For a more

comprehensive checklist, go tc >> Forms >>
Application and Plan Guidelin . dject-specific
requirements.

1. Activities located upon or which may affect Corps Civil Works Projects:
For any activity that requires permission from the Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it
will alter or temporarily or permanently occupy or use a U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
federally authorized civil works project, the pre-construction notification must include a
statement confirming that the project proponent has submitted a written request for section
408 permission from the Corps. See GC 7(a).

T

Ll Cor or appropriate State application form (). The
Mas »rm and Notice of Intent are not acceptable as
application forms for Department of the Army permits.

o Drawings, sketches, or plans that are legible, reproducible (color is encouraged, but features
must be distinguishable in black and white), to scale, and no larger than 117x17”. Numeric
and graphic/bar scales must agree and plan details must be measurable using a standard
engineer’s scale on printed plans. Reduced plans are not acceptable. Wetland area impact
sheets should have the highest resolution possible to show work within Corps jurisdiction.
Provide a color locus map and a plan overview of the entire property with a key index to the
individual impact sheets. The locus map on a section of color USGS topographic map is
encour: :d. Digital submissions in PDF format are encouraged.

o Include:

Any required information as stated throughout this GP document.

o All direct, indirect, secondary, permanent and temporary effects the project would cause,
including the anticipated area of impacts to waters of the U.S. expected to result from the
activity, in square feet, acres, linear feet, or other appropriate unit of measure.

0 Any historic permanent fill previously authorized by the Corps and the date of
authorization.

o Cross-section views of all wetland and waterway fill areas and wetland replication areas.
Delineation of all wetlands, other special aquatic sites (vegetated shallows, saltmarsh,
mudflats, riffles and pools, coral reefs, and sanctuaries and refuges), and other waters, such
as lakes and ponds, and perennial, intermit 1it, and ephemeral streams, on the project site.
Use Federal delineation methods and include Corps wetland delineation data sheets (see
GC2).

o The MLLW, MHW and HTL elevations in tidal waters, and OHW elevation in lakes and
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non-tidal streams.
o Existing vs. proposed conditions.
0 For vegetated shallow and :lgrass survey —1idance, se¢

>> Jurisdictional Limits and Weuands >> Su

Guidance tor the New England R “on.

Show all known VPs on the project site. See GC 26 for vernal pool identification

requirements.
Volun type, and source of fill material to be discharged into waters and wetlands, including
the area(s) (in square feet or acres) of fill in wetlands, waterward of OHW in inland waters
and the HTL in coastal waters.
The name(s) of any species or critical habitat listed on the Federal threatened or endangered
species list, present in the action area and any other required information (see GC 8).
A restoration plan showing how all temporary fills and structures will be removed and the
area restored to pre-project conditions (see GC 16).

»

rnotograpns 01 weuanw watctway w ve impacted. Photos at low tide are preferred for work

in tidal waters.

For drawings, sketches, or plans:

o The vertical datum for all coastal projects must be in U.S. survey feet and referenced to
MLLW and current tidal epochs, with » reference chart chawine canversion factor to
NAVDSS; do not use local datum. Ses >>
Forms and Publications >> Vertical D¢

O ..€ horizontal state plane coordinates in U.S. survey feet and based on the appropriate
state plane coordinate system.

For the construction of a filled area or pile or float-supported platform, the use of, and specific

structures to be erected on, the fill or platform.

For the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S. or the transportation of

dredged material for the purpose of disposing of it in ocean waters, the source of the material;

the purpose of the discharge, a description of the type, composition and quantity of the
material; the method of transportation and disposal of the material; and the location of the
disposal site.

For the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the U.S., include a statement

describing how impacts to waters of the U.S. are to be avoided and minimized. Include either

a statement describing how impacts to waters of the U.S. are to be compensated for or a

statement explaining why compensatory mitigation should not be  |uired for the proposed

impacts.

Purpose and need for the proposed activity;

Limits and coordinates of any Federal Nav' tion Project in the vicinity of the project area.

Limits and coordinates of any proposed mooring field, reconfiguration zone or aquaculture

activity. Provide coordinates for all corners;

Schedule of construction/activity;

Location and dimensions of adjacent structures;

Invacive Qneciec Cantral Plan (see GC 26). For sample control plans, see

>> Invasive Species.
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Sediment testing, Ncluding pnysical (€.g., glaiu-size auarysi3), chemical and biological
testing. For projects proposing open water disposal, applicants are encouraged to contact the
Corps as early as possible regarding sampling and testii  protocols. Sampling and testing of
sediments without such contact should not occur and if done, would be at the applicant’s risk.
The area in square feet and volume of material to be dredged below mean high water.
Existing and proposed water depths.

Type of dredging equipment to be used.

Nature of material (e.g., silty sand).

Any existing sediment grain size and bulk sediment chemistry data for the proposed or any
nearby projects.

Information on the location and nature of municipal or industrial discha s and occurrence of
any contaminant spills in or near the project area.

Shellfish survey.

Location of the disposal site (include locus sheet).

Identification and description of any potential impacts to Essential Fish Habitat.

Delineation of submerged aquatic vegetation (e.g., eelgrass beds).
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Independent utility: A test to determine what constitutes a single and complete non-linear project in
the Corps regulatory program. A project is considered to have independent utility if it would be
constructed absent the construction of other projects in the project area. Portions of a multi-phase
project that depend upon other phases of the project do not have independent utility. Phases of a project
that would be constructed e 1 if the other phases were not built can be considered as separate single
and complete projects with independent utility. :

Indirect effects: Effects that are caused by the activity and are later in time or farther removed in
distance, but are still reasonably foreseeable.

Individual Permit: A Department of the Army authorization that is issued following a case-by-case
evaluation of a specific structure or work in accordance with the procedures of 33 CFR 322, or a specific
project involving the proposed discharge(s) in accordance with tI  procedures of 33 CFR 323, and in
accordance with the procedures of 33 CFR 325 and a determination that the proposed discharge is in the
public interest pursuant to 33 CFR 320.

Intertidal: The area in between mean low water and the high tide line.

Livit  Reef: See the definition of “artificial or living reef.”

Maintenance: Maintenance does not include any modification that changes the character, scope, or size
of the original fill des™ 1.

Marina reconfiguration zone: A Corps-authorized area in which permittees may rearrange pile-
supported structures and floats without additional authorizations. A reconfiguration zone does not grant
exclusive privileges to an area or an increase in structure or float area.

Metallic mineral: Any ore or material to be excavated from the natural deposits on or in the earth for
its metallic mineral content to be used for commercial or industrial purposes. “Metallic mineral” does
not include thorium or uranium.

Minor deviations: Deviations in the structure’s configuration or filled area, including those due to
changes in materials, construction techniques, or current construction codes or safety standards.
Navigable waters of the U.S.: See the definition of “waters of the U.S.”

Nearshore disposal: This is defined in the USACE Coastal Engineerit  Manual as “(1) In beach
terminology an indefinite zone extending seaward from the shoreline well beyond the breaker zone. (2)
The zone which extends ” »m the swast ne to the position marking the start of the offshore zone,
typically at water depths of the order of 20m.” A nearshore berm is an artificial berm built in shallow
water using dredged material. Often, the berm is intended to renourish the adjacent and downdrift shore
over time under the influence of waves and currents.

Ordinary High Water Mark (OHW): A line on the shore established by the fluctuations of water and
indicated by physical characteristics, or by other appropriate means that consider the characteristics of
the surrounding areas. See 33 CFR 328.3(e).

Overall project: See the definition of “single and complete linear project.”

Practicable: Available and capable of being done after taking into consideration cost, existing
technology, and logistics in I" "1t of overall project purposes.

Permanent impacts: Permanent impacts means waters of the U.S. that are permanently affected by
filling, flooding, excavation, or drainage because of the regulated activity. Permanent impacts include
permanent discha s of dredged or fill material that change an aquatic area to dry land, increase the
bottom elevation of a waterbody, or change the use of a waterbody.

Pre-construction notification (PCN): A request submitted by the project proponent to the Corps for
confirmation that a particular activity is authorized by these GPs. The request may be a permit
application, letter, or similar document that includes information about the proposed work and its
anticipated environmental effects. Pre-construction notification may be required by the terms and
conditions of these GPs. A PCN may be voluntarily submitted in cases where PCN is not required and
the project proponent wants confirmation that the activity is authorized under these GPs.

Real estate subdivision: Includes circumstances where a landowner or developer divides a tract of land
into smaller parcels for the purpose of sellit  conveying, transferring, leasing, or developing said
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parcels. ..is would include the entire area of a residential, commercial or other real estate subdivision,
including all parcels and parts thereof

Rehabilitation: ...e manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of a site with
the goal of repairing natural/historic functions to a degraded aquatic ~ ource. Rehabilitation results in a
gain in aquatic resource function, but does not result in a gain in aquatic resource area.

Restoration: The manipulation of the physical, chemical, or biological characteristics of a site with the
goal of returning natural/historic functions to a former or d  aded aquatic resource. For the purpose of
tracking net gains in aquatic resource area, restoration is divided into two categories: reestablishment
and rehabilitation.

Secondary effects: These are effects on an aquatic ecosystem that are associated with a discharge of
dredged or fill materials, but do not result from the actual placement of the dredged or fill material.
Information about secondary effects on aquatic ecosystems shall be considered prior to the time final
§404 action is taken by permitting authorities. Some examples of secondary effects on an aquatic
ecosystem are a) aquatic areas drained, flooded, fragmented, or mechanically cleared, b) fluctuating
water levels in an impoundment and downstream associated with the operation of a dam, ¢) septic tank
leaching and surface runoff from residential or commercial developments on fill, and d) leachate and
runoff from a sanitary landfill located in waters of the U.S. See 40 CFR 230.11(h).

Shellfish dredging: Shellfish dredging typically consists of a net on a frame towed behind a boat to
capture shellfish and leave the sediment behind. Dredges may skim the surface, utilize hydraulic jets,
toothed rakes or suction apparatus.

Single and complete linear project: A linear project is a project constructed for the purpose of getting
people, goods, or services from a point of origin to a terminal point, which often involves multiple
crossings of one or more waterbodies at separate and distant locations. The term “single and complete
project” is defined as that portion of the total linear project proposed or accomplished by one
owner/developer or partnership or other association of owners/developers that includes all crossings of a
single water of the U.S. (i.e., a single wa body) at a specific location. For linear projects crossing a
sit “e or multiple waterbodies several times at separate and distant locations, each crossing is
considered a single and complete project for the purposes of these GPs. However, individual channels
in a braided stream or river, or individual arms of a large, irregularly shaped wetland or lake, etc., are
not separate waterbodies, and crossii . of such features cannot be considered separately.

Single and complete non-linear project: For non-linear projects, the term “single and complete
project” is defined at 33 CFR 330.2(i) as the total project proposed or accomplished by one
owner/developer or partnership or other association of owners/developers. A single and complete non-
linear project must have independent utility (see the definition of “independent utility”’). Single and
complete non-linear projects may not be “piecemealed” to avoid the limits in a GP authorization.
Special aquatic sites: These include inland and saltmarsh wetlands, mud flats, vegetated shallows,
sanctuaries and refuges, coral reefs, and riffle and pool complexes. These are defined at 40 CFR 230.3
and listed in 40 CFR 230 Subpart E.

Streambed: The substrate of the stream channel between the OHW marks. The substrate may be
bedrock or inorganic particles that range in size from clay to boulders. Wetlands contiguous to the
streambed, but outside of the OHW marks, are not considered part of the st mbed.

Stream channelization: ...e manipulation of a stream’s course, condition, capacity, or location that
causes more than minimal interruption of normal stream processes. A channelized stream remains a
water of the U.S.

Structure: An object that is arranged in a definite pattern of organization. Examples of structures
include, without limitation, any pier, boat dock, boat ramp, wharf, dolphin, weir, boom, breakwater,
bulkhead, revetment, riprap, jetty, artificial island, artificial reef, permanent moorii  structure, power
transmission line, permanently moored floating vessel, piling, aid to navigation, or any other manmade
obstacle or obstruction.
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Harbors Act of 1899. These waters include the following federally designated navigable waters in
Massachusetts: Merrimack River, Connecticut River, and Charles ™ " er to the Watertown Dam. This
list represents only those waterbodies for which affirmative determinations have been made; absence
from this list should not be taken as an indication that the waterbody is not navigable.

“Waters of the U.S.” are defined in 33 CFR 328. These waters include more than navigable waters of
the U.S. and are the waters where permits are required for the discharge of dre” :d or fill material
pursuant to §404 of the Clean Water Act. Waters of the U.S. include jurisdictional wetlands. Contact
the Corps with any questions regarding waters and wetlands subject to Clean Water Act jurisdiction.

TMPS
BUAR
CERCLA
CWA
CZM
EPA

A
EFH
FNP
GC
GP
HTL
1P
™
MassDEP
MA DMF
MA NHESP
MHC
MHHW
MHW
MLLW
MLW
NHPA
NMFS
NRCS
OHW
PCN
SAS
SF
SV
STURAA
SHPO
THPO
TOY

s WS
USCG
USGS
VP
WPA
wQC

Best Management Practices

Board of Underwater Archaeological Resources
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
Clean Water Act

Coastal Zone Management

U.S 7 vironmental Protection Agency
Endangered Species Act

Essential Fish Habitat

1 eral Navigation Project

¢ eral condition

General permit

High Tide Line

Individual Permit

Low impact development

Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection
Massachusetts . .vision of Marine Fisheries
Natural Heritage and Endangered Species Program
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Mean Higher High Water

Mean High Water

Mean Lower Low Water

Mean Low Water

National Historic Preservation Act

National Marine Fisheries Service

Natural Resources Conservation Service

Ordinary High Water

Preconstruction notification

Special aquatic sites

Square Feet

Self-verification

Surface Transportation and Uniform Relocation Assistance Act
State Historic Preservation Officer

Tribal Historic Preservation Officer

Time of year

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

U.S. Coast Guard

U.S. Geological Service

Vernal pool

Wetlands Protection Act

Water Quality Certification
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Part IX: Contacts and ..ibal Areas of Interest

Federal

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Regulatory ™ ‘vision

696 Vi nia Road

Concord, Massachusetts 01742-2751

(97R8) 318-833RK (nhone): (978) 318-8303 (fax)

National Marine Fisheries Service

55 Great Republic Drive

Gloucester, Massachusetts 01930
(978) 281-9300 (phone)

(Federal endangered species & EFH)

National Park Service

15 State Street

Boston, MA 02109
(617) 223-5191 (phone)
(Wild and Scenic Rivers)

State of Massachusetts

— ~—

"™

DEP Division of Wetlands and Waterways
One Winter Street

Boston, MA 02108

(617) 292-5695

DEP Western Region
Wetlands Protection Program
436 Dwight Street
Springfield, MA 01103
(413) 784-1100

DEP Central Region
Wetlands Protection Program
8 New Bond Street
Worcester, MA 01606

(508) 792-7650

1\[,\§-: -~ "(‘ T =

MA Office of Coastal Zone Management
251 Causeway Street, Suite 800

Boston, MA 02114

(617) 626-""10 (phone)

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
5 Post Office Square

Suite 100 (OEP05-2)

Boston, Massachusetts 02109-3912
(617) 918-1692 (phone)

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

70 Commercial Street, Suite 300
Concord, New Hampshire 03301
(603) ""3 |1 (phone)

\+ «deral endangered species)

Commander (dpb)

First Coast Guard District

Battery Building

One South Street

New York, NY 10004-1466

(212) 514-4331 (phone); (212) 514-4337 (fax)
(bridge permits)

“Mass[*™™

'™ Southeast Region
Wetlands Protection Program
20 Riverside Drive, Route 105
Lakeville, MA 02347

(508) 946-2800

DEP Northeast Region
Wetlands Protection Program
205B Lowell Street
Wilmington, MA 018¢.
(978) 694-3200

M)
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