PUBLIC NOTICE

us Ar Corps Comment Period Begins: 11/29/16

of Engineers « Comment Period Ends: 12/29/16
New England District File Number: NAL-2016-00075

696 Virginia Road In Reply Refer To: Mike Wierbonics
Concord, MA 01742-2751 - ' Phone: (978) 318-8723

E-mail: michael.s,wierbonics@usace.army.mil

The District Engineer has received a permit application to conduct work in waters of the United States from
Four Season Farms, LL.C, Herb Soroca, 385 Erskine Road, Stamford, CT 06903. This work is proposed in
non-tidal wetlands and unnamed tributaries to Stony Brook at a parcel of land between Poole Road and
Hale Street in Suffield, Connecticut. The site coordinates are: Latitude: 41.96954 Longitude: -72.67429,

The work involves the construction of approximately 45-acres of hydroponic greenhouses and support buildings
on the 94-acre site. The project includes the construction and operation of approximately 43-acres of hydroponic

“greenhouses for growing tomatoes and 2.25-acres of support buildings. The project will enclose the agricultural
activity within a climate controlled greenhouse and utilize a sophisticated irrigation/nutrient application system
that recycles the irrigation water. The project will unavoidably impact approximately 3-acres of previously
disturbed wetlands over the 94-acre site. The project proponents propose to mitigate for unavoidable impacts
through the permanent preservation of approximately 55-acres of undeveloped forested land adjacent to the site;
restore approximately 4-acres of currently open disturbed floodplain bordering Stony Brook by planting
floodplain forest species; and the relocation of intermittent stream flow and the creation of storm water wetlands
to improve storm water runoff from the site.

The work is shown on the attached plans entitled “Four Season Farm LLC Hydroponic Nursery Poole Road
& Hale Street Adjacent to Stony Brook Hartford County, Suffield, Connecticut” on sixteen (16) sheets,
and dated “10-28-16.”

AUTHORITY

Permits are required pursuant to:

__ Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

_ X Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

_ Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against
its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
energy nceds, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.
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The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Tmpact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity.

Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended.

NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT

Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that little likelihood exists for the proposed
work to impinge upon properties with cultural or Native American significance, or listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, no further consideration of the requirements of
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, is necessary. This determination is
based upon one or more of the following:

a. The permit area has been extensively modified by previous work.

b. The permit arca has been recently created.

c. The proposed activity 1s of limited nature and scope.

d. Review of the latest published version of the National Register shows that no presence of
registered properties listed as being eligible for inclusion therein are in the permit area or general vicinity.

e. Coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer and/or Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer(s)

ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSULTATION

The New England District, Atmy Corps of Engineers has reviewed the list of species protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, which might occur at the project site. It is our preliminary
determination that the proposed activity for which authorization is being sought is designed, situated or will be
operated/used in such a manner that it is not likely to adversely affect any Federally listed endangered or
threatened species or their designated critical habitat. By this Public Notice, we are requesting that the
appropriate Federal Agency concur with our determination.
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THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK.

//M/g

&
obert J. DeSist
Chief, Permits and Enforcement Branch B
Regulatory Division

If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices by email, please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at
(978) 318-8058 or e~-mail her at bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil. You may also check here ( ) and return
this portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson, Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751. ‘

NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:
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i,

Wetland and Floodplain Mitigation Plantings—Four Saaso}:s Hydroponit Nursery

Location/Zona/Rate

SUMMARY OF FLOODPLAIN IMPACTS

Plant Specigs Size/Condition CONTOUR FILL {CY} CUT {CY) TOTAL
Cammon Name | Latin Name INTERVAL _PH 1 PH 2 PHS5 PH1 P 2 PH B {CY)
Re-tocated Intermittent Stream Channel N7-118 0 g 0 -17 =17 0 —34
Soft-stern Bulrush Scirpus validus 2" Plugs 18-118 0 ‘336 0 =141 —121 g “%gg
Arrowhead Sagittariz Igtifolia 2" Piugs j[ ‘12%-11 22? 8 73 g :ggg :}2932 o] — 487
In-Channel Arrow-Arym Peltandra virginica 2" Plugs
{Pizntin equal amounts of - m & 121122 0 95 0 —~418 ~287 0 —508
cach species at 2 spacings) Burread Spargonivm sp. 2" Plugs 122—123 g 177 0 ~438 =324 0 —~645
Sweet Flag Acorus calamus 2” Plugs 123124 2 389 9 —581 ~303 Q0 ~495
Soft Rush Juncus effusus 2* Plugs 124—123 31 203 Q —686 —229 0 +8
Stream Bank* Pussy Witlow Salix discoior Bare root 2/2 stock 125-126.2* 154 2305 16 =679 =781 —34 tg1’1135
{Plantin _Eqna! an’w'-mt:‘» of ! Silky Dogwood Cornus gmemum Bare root 2/2 stock £oONTOUR INTERVAL EOR PHASE 5 IS 126-126.3 '
each epecies at 10" spacings) | Speckied Alder Alnus incong Bare root 2/2 stock
Arrowwood Viburnum dertotum Bare root 2/2 stock
Stormwater Wat Ponds EECEND:
Wet Pord Margins* Soft rush Junews effusus 2" Plugs — e
{Plant in equal amounts of | Cattail Typha latifolic 2* Plugs o ESTING UTILITY FOLE
each speciesat 2’ spacings) | Woclgrass Scirpus cyperinus 2’ Plugs - PROPOSED UTHITY POLE
| Arrowhead Saglttaria latifolia 2" plugs B | e Sy Aok
Floodplain Restoration Area along Stony Brook in Northeast part of Site . PROPOSED SANITARY SEWER
| Red Manple Acer rubrum Bare reot/ 17 caliper PROPOSED SANITARY FORCEMAIN
Siver Maple Acer saccharinum Bare root/ 1" caliper % fgggg&“;ﬁmﬁﬂﬁ%
Floodplain Restoration** | Pin Oak Quercus palustris Bare root/ 1" celiper # PROPOSEDR CATCH BASIN
(Plant trees and shrubsin | River Birch Betulo nigra Bare root/ 1" caliper A gﬁsﬁﬁoﬁ i
equai nurnbers of gach Speckied Alder Alnus incara Bareroot 2/23t0CK e PROPOSED STORM SEWER
species at 20-foot spacings} | Winterberry Holly ilex verticillata Bare rogt 2/2 stock — | EXST. GAS LNE
Red-osler Dogwoad Cornus sericea Bare root 2/2 stock ﬁig',;: ﬁ,ifg‘é"ﬁyg
Shadbush Amelanchier canodensis Bare root 2/7 stock PROP, UNDERGROUND UTILITES
*Seed with NewEngland Wetmix or comparable st manufacturer's recommended rate. - ’;gi,_. - %% g?;;og.wf
#=Seed with Conservation Conservation/Wildlife Mix of comparable at manutacturer's recommended rate. — S | FROP. CONTGUR
PROP. SPOT GRADE
Q EXIST, LP.
et | LT OF WETLANDS
e wonsam | STARED MAYBALES OR SILT FENCE
Ezisting Conditions (0m28-16
Four Season Farm LLC 72 RUSSO =
Boa -9 200 609 Hydroponic Nursery « ﬁ SURVEYORS-ENCGINEERS T
Poole Road & Hale Street e 2015101
SCALE EN FEET Adjacent to Stony Brook e hf“ R mf 5
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