PUBLIC NOTICE

Comment Period Begins: March 28, 2017

},’?E‘;‘,';‘i‘,}’e‘j,?;':s Comment Period Ends: April 27, 2017

New England District File Number: NAE-2015-02118

696 Virginia Road In Reply Refer To: Alan R. Anacheka-Nasemann, PWS
Concord, MA 01742-2751 Phone: (978) 318-8214

E-mail: alan.r.anacheka-nasemann@usace.army.mil

The District Engineer has received a permit application to conduct work in waters of the United States from the
Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority (MBTA), 10 Park Plaza, Boston, MA 02116. This work is
proposed in the Mystic River at 80 Alford Street, Boston and Somerville, MA. The site coordinates are:
Latitude 42.38909; Longitude -71.07313.

The work involves the dredging of approximately 2150 cubic yards of material to establish stable grades, and the
discharge of fill material into approximately 77,300 square feet (1.8 acres) of tidal navigable waters of the United
States in order to repair an existing, deteriorated sheet pile bulkhead that comprises the Mystic River Shoreline
and protects an existing MBTA bus garage and maintenance facility, and to stabilize the existing shoreline, and
provide long-term protection from a 100-year flood and coastal resiliency in anticipation of future sea level rise.
In the Bus Garage and Storage area, a raised embankment will be installed. The lower portion (below elevation
10.84° mean lower low water (MLLW) datum) of the embankment will be protected by stone rip rap; the upper
portion will consist of a bioengineering slope planted with native vegetation. All dredged material will be
properly stabilized and disposed of and/or reused at a suitable, upland location.

The work is shown on the attached plans entitled “CHARLESTOWN BUS FACILITY — SHORELINE
STABILIZATION AND YARD IMPROVEMENTS,” on 14 sheets, and dated “03/13/17.”

As mitigation for the unavoidable impacts to 77,300 square feet (s.f.; 51, 600 s.f. subtidal; 25,700 s.f. intertidal)
of waters of the United States the applicant has proposed to create a new intertidal area near the northern site
boundary. Existing fill and rubble will be removed and an 11,800 s.f. area planted with stable intertidal
herbaceous and shrub vegetation.

AUTHORITY

Permits are required pursuant to:

_X_Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

__X_Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

_____Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against
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its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: conservation, economics, aesthetics, neral
environmental conc ns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

»..€ Corps of Enginee is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agenc . and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of E1 ‘neers to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition or deny a pe¢ it for this proposal. To mal this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other .
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity.

Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended.

w35 NTIAL FISH HABITAT

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries
Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely
affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).

This project will impact approximately Js " of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for winter flounder
(Pseudopleuronectes americanus; all lite stages), posiock (Pollachius virens; juveniles) and surf clams (Spisula
solidissima; adults). Habitat at this site can be described as mixed sand, gravel and cobble, as reported by the
applicant. Loss of this habitat through partial dredging, and subsequent placement of t| proposed stone
revetment, may adversely affect winter flounder spawning, nursery and foraging activity. In addition, the site is
aknownm’ atory corridor for anadromous fish, including alewife (4/osa pseudoharengus), blueback herring
(A. aestivalis), American shad (4. sapidissima), American eel (Anguilla rostrata), white perch (Morone
americana), and Atlantic tomcod (Microgadus tomcod). These species are known forage species and as such
are a component of 7 “H. However the District _agineer has made a preliminary determination that the site-
specific adverse effect will not be substantial. Further consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service
regarding EFH time-of-year restriction and/or other conservation recommendations is being conducted and will
be concluded prior to the final decision.
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