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Based on the characteristics of the dredged material, the lack of suitable alternate disposal or beneficial use sites
and costs, the most feasible, practical, cost-effective and environmentally acceptable alternative for the disposal
of drec :d materials from the proposed dredgir is disposal at the requested disposal sites.

« vsting Information

The dredged material has undergone physical analysis and has satisfied Part ”~7.13(b) of exclusionary criteria
of the Ocean Dumping Act regulations regarding biological testing. It is our preliminary determination that the
material is aci itable for disposal at this disposal site.

Any permit issued for this project will include special conditions requiring scows to come to a complete stop
when disposing of the material at the disposal site. There will also be a time of year restriction included as a
special condition which prohibits dredging during ecologically sensitive times of years.

Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site

The Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site is frequently used for disposal of bottom sediments from various harbors
in the Boston area. Approximately 300,000 cubic yards of suitable sediments (the suitability was determined
with a project-specific evaluation with an established interagency review process) are deposited at this site
annually. The site is monitored throt "1 the Corps Disposal Area Monitoring Syst  (DAMOS) program. The
DAMOS studies show that the site is a low energy environment such that sediments deposited at this location
will remain within the site's boundaries. The DAMOS monitoring has also shown that distinct dredged material
mounds have been formed at the site. Levels of metals and organics in the sediments withintl  disposal site
are generally above background levels, indicative of the industrial nature of the areas dredged that utilize the
site. Sediment deposited at the disposal site has not been found to affect areas outside the disposal site. The
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has designated the Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site usable for disposal
of dredged sediments.

ESL_NTIAL FISH HAB. . .

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries
Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely
affect Essential Fish Habitat " <H).

The Conley Terminal Berths #10 and #11 Improvement Project will have an adverse effect on to approximately
13.5 acres of on-site Essential . .sh Habitat \..."H) for all life sta;  of winter flounder, windowpane flounder,
white hake, Atlantic Tomcod, and Cunner as well as Tautog (eggs and larvae life stages) etc. This habitat
consists mainly of soft bottom (sandy/silty mud) subtidal areas. Loss of this habitat may adversely affect any of
the above mentioned species. Massport has provided a more detailed discussion of all EFH impacts associated
with this project in their Essential Fish Habitat Assessment, dated February 16, 2017, which is available upon
request. In this assessment, Massport states that certain site-specific impacts, such as pile drivit operations,
bulkhead and riprap revetment construction may have substantial impacts on EFH.

Dredged material disposal for this project is proposed at a Boston Harbor Con” d Aquatic Disposal cell and at
the Massachusetts Bay Disposal Si ~ These are both open water sites. Habitat at these sites can be described as







































































