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30-DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 
PLEASANT POINT REVETMENT 

PASSAMAQUODDY TRIBE 
PERRY, MAINE 

EMERGENCY SHORELINE PROTECTION PROJECT 

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), New 
England District, plans to stabilize approximately 1,500 feet (ft.) of shoreline at the Pleasant 
Point Reservation near Perry, Maine. The work is being implemented under the Section 14 
Emergency Shoreline Protection program. The Pleasant Point Reservation is home to members 
of the federally recognized Passamaquoddy Tribe. The draft Environmental Assessment (EA) 
was prepared in compliance with Council on Environmental Quality (40 Code of Federal 
Regulations [CFR] 1500 to 1508) and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers regulations (33 CFR 230) 
for implementing the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 

Purpose and Need: The purpose of the proposed emergency shoreline protection project is to 
prevent ongoing shoreline erosion in front of tribal housing, a church and a senior center at the 
Pleasant Point Reservation in Washington County, Maine by constructing a 1,500 ft. long riprap 
revetment (Figure 1). Tribe owned facilities may be at risk from further erosion unless 
immediate action is taken to stabilize the shoreline. 

Project Description: The 36 ft. wide stone riprap revetment design consists of a geotextile 
fabric overlain by an 18 inch layer of core stone, an 18 inch layer of under stone and a 42 inch 
thick layer of minor stone riprap on a 1:1.5 vertical to horizontal slope (Figure 2). Construction 
is expected to take four to six months. Construction will be completed during the low portion 
of the tidal cycle. The proposed revetment will tie into the southern section of a newly 
constructed 300 ft. revetment in front of the tribe owned Waste Water Treatment Plant 
(WWTP). 

The 1,500 ft. long revetment will be located within the same footprint as a previous revetment 
constructed by the USACE in 1987 that failed due to deficiencies in armor stone shape, size 
and weight and lack of stone bedding. To assure the long-term stability of the current revetment 
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design, fetch-limited wave modeling and an evaluation of extreme water levels was conducted.  
Armor stone was sized in accordance with current standards in the Coastal Engineering Manual 
and was based on water levels and wave heights associated with a 75-year coastal storm event.  
In addition, a wave run-up analysis was performed to assess the structure’s susceptibility to 
wave overtopping and to design the splash apron landward of the crest.   
 
Alternatives:  Three alternatives were evaluated in the draft EA: no action, relocation of 
existing housing, and construction of a revetment.  Under the no action alternative, erosion of 
the shoreline would continue and the adjacent housing would be damaged or destroyed.  The 
relocation of housing to other lands on the reservation or to another location outside of the 
reservation (if available) and the relocation of people would likely have negative environmental 
and social impacts.  The no action and relocation alternatives did not address continuing erosion 
and demolishing damaged housing and the construction of new housing would be more costly 
than the revetment.  Therefore, these alternatives were not selected.  The construction of a 1,500 
ft. riprap revetment along the eroding shoreline to protect tribal housing is expected to have 
minimal environmental effects, will protect housing and is less expensive than relocating 
housing and therefore, has been determined to be the preferred alternative.   

 
Coordination:  The proposed work is being coordinated with the following federal, state, and 
local agencies: 

 
Federal 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
National Marine Fisheries Service 

 
State of Maine 
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife 
Maine Department of Marine Resources 
Maine Department of Environmental Protection 
Maine Coastal Program 
 
Local 
Passamaquoddy Tribe, Pleasant Point 
Tribal Historic Preservation Officer 

 
Environmental Consequences:   Implementing the proposed action will not adversely affect 
the region nor local economic development, demographics, housing, quality of life, 
environmental justice, or protection of children.  If the proposed project is not constructed, there 
will be negative effects to the tribal population due to the potential loss of tribal housing, such 
as the senior center, church and residential housing. 
 
Endangered Species:  USACE filed a Northern Long-Eared Bat (NLEB) 4(d) Rule 
Streamlined Consultation Form with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) indicating that 
the project is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB.  A “No Effect” determination was made 
that this project will have no impact on any endangered or threatened species under jurisdiction 
of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries Service (NOAA Fisheries).  
 



Essential Fish Habitat:  Preliminary conservation recommendations were provided by 
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) in response to coordination efforts. During the plan 
development process, USACE will work, to the maximum extent practicable, to avoid 
placement of engineered rock in the intertidal zone to limit the amount of habitat conversion. 
Additional coordination with NMFS will occur once the project design plans are finalized. 
Formal conservation recommendations are expected to be provided at that time. 

Historic and Archaeological Resources  
The Passamaquoddy Tribe has occupied the area bordering on Passamaquoddy Bay as far back 
as 14,000 years ago. There are two federally recognized Passamaquoddy Tribes in Maine, the 
Pleasant Point and Indian Township Reservations. Each is a distinct sovereign unit with their 
own government and services. Located at the confluence of Passamaquoddy and Cobscook 
Bay, the Pleasant Point peninsula has always been a traditional seasonal fishing village to the 
Passamaquoddy. Consultation with the Tribal Historic Preservation Officer (THPO) was 
completed and this project was determined to have no impact on cultural and historical concerns 
of the Passamaquoddy Tribe. 

Other Federal Permit Requirements:  A Clean Water Act Section 404(b)(1) Evaluation is 
provided in the draft EA. A Clean Water Act Section 401 water quality certification and Federal 
Consistency Concurrence pursuant to the Coastal Zone Management Act will be obtained from 
the State of Maine prior to project construction. 

Compliance:  This Public Notice is being issued in compliance with several environmental federal 
statutes and executive orders (Attachment A). 

Availability of the Draft Report and Environmental Assessment:  Copies of the draft 
Environmental Assessment (EA) and draft Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) are 
available at the following website: 	http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects- 
Topics/Pleasant-Point-Shoreline-Protection-Project/ 

Additional Information:  Additional information may be obtained from the Planning Division 
of the New England District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; Mr. Brian Balukonis, the Project 
Manager, and/or Mr. Kevin Foster of the Environmental Resources Section, at the return 
address shown below. These individuals may also be reached by phone or email, Mr. Balukonis 
at 978-318-8643 or brian.balukonis@usace.army.mil; Mr. Foster at 978-318-8621 or 
kevin.b.foster@usace.army.rnil. 

Public Comments:  Comments are invited from all concerned parties and should be directed to 
the District Engineer at U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District, 696 Virginia Road, 
Concord, MA 01742, ATTN: Planning Division (Mr. Kevin Foster), within 30 days of this notice. 
Please bring this notice to the attention of anyone you know to be interested in the project. 

Date 	 William M. Conde 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer 

Attachments 
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ATTACHMENT A 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL FEDERAL STATUTES AND EXECUTIVE ORDERS 
 
American Indian Religious Freedom Act of 1978, 42 U.S.C. 1996. 
 
Archaeological Resources Protection Act of 1979, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 470 et seq. 
 
Clean Air Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 7401 et. seq.) 
 
Clean Water Act, as amended (33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq.) 
  
Coastal Zone Management Act of 1972, Sections 307 (c)(1) and (2)[16 U.S.C. 760c-760g] 
 
Endangered Species Act of 1973 as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
 
Federal Water Project Recreation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 460L-12 et. seq.)  
 
Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act (16 U.S.C. 661 et seq. 

 
Land and Water Conservation Fund Act of 1965, as amended (16 U.S.C. 460L-4 et seq.)  
 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, (16 U.S.C. 1801 et seq.)  
 
National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (42 U.S.C. 4321-4347) 
 
National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.) 
 
Preservation of Historic and Archaeological Data Act of 1974, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 469 et seq.   
 
Watershed Protection and Flood Prevention Act, as amended, 16 U.S.C. 1001 et seq.  

 
Executive Order 11988, Floodplain Management, 24 May 1977 amended by Executive 
Order 12148, 20 July 1979. 

 
Executive Order 11990, Protection of Wetlands, 24 May 1977 
 
Executive Order 11593, Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, 13 May 1971 
 
Executive Order 13007, Accommodations of Sacred Sites, 24 May 1996. 
 
Executive Order 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority 
Populations and Low-Income Populations, 11 February 1994. 
 
Executive Order 13045, Protection of Children from Environmental Health Risks and Safety Risks, 21 
April 1997. 
 
Executive Order 13175, Consultation and Coordination with Indian Tribal Governments, 6 November 
2000. 
 
White House Memorandum, Government-to-Government Relations with Native  American Tribal 
Governments, 29 April 1994. 
 



Figure 1. Locus Map of Proposed Revetment at Pleasant Point — Perry, Maine 

Coodinates: NAD83 NSRS2007 Maine East ft 
Baselayer: ERSI ArcOnline 
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Figure 2. Typical Section Plan of Proposed Revetment at Pleasant Point – Perry, Maine 
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