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The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties on MA DFG’s proposed mitigation projects. Any comments
received will be provided to the MA DFG for its review and consideration. The Corps, in consultation with
MA DFG and the Interagency Review Committee, will make the final decision whether to approve the
proposed mitigation projects. To make this decision, the Corps will consider comments received in response
to this Public Notice to assess impacts of the proposed mitigation projects on endangered species, historic
properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public interest factors. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the
proposed activities.

Where one or more of the activities involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United
States or the transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation
of the impact of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated
by the Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection / mcy, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean
Wa  Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended.

ESSEI...AL FISH HABITAT

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult with the National Marine
Fisheries Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that
may adversely affect Essential Fish Habitat (“EFH™).

The District Engineer has made a preliminary determination that the site-specific adverse effect will not be
substantial. Further consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service r wding EFH conservation
recommendations is being conducted and will be concluded prior to the final decision.

SECTION 106 COORDIN:...ON

Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that one or more of the three projects may
affect properties in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Additional review and
consultation to fulfill requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as
amended, will be ongoing as part of the proposal review process and the permit review process for those
requiring Corps authorization.

ENDANGERED SPEC™ 3 CONSULTATION

The New England District, Army Corps of Er ~“neers, has reviewed the list of species protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amendea, that might occur at the project sites. It is our preliminary
determination that the proposed activities for which funding is being sought is designed, situated or will be
operated/used in such a manner that it is not likely to adversely affect any federally listed endangered or
threatened species or their designated critical habitat. By this Public Notice, we are requesting that the
appropriate federal agency concur with our determination.
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Addendum to Public Notice — Propos | MA DFG ILF Projects (August 2018)

The Massachusetts Department of Fish and Game (DFG), sponsor of the MA In-Lieu Fee (ILF} Program, is
currently proposing three projects for ILF funding in 2018. The Project Fact Sheets, included in this
Addendum to the Public Notice, provide a locus map, proposed funding amount, and a summary of each
project and its aquatic resource benefits.

DFG solicited project ideas and pre-proposal information from its Divisions, Land Protection Program and
CZM. Full proposals were subsequently requested for eleven of the initial 36 project pre-proposals. Some
of these pre-proposals will be reconsidered and further developed during the next round of ILF funding
(Winter 2018/2019). The ILF team at DFG, which includes representatives from its Commissioner’s Office,
Division of Fisheries and Wildlife, Division of Marine Fisheries, and Division of Ecological | toration,
evaluated eleven full project proposals (7 preservation and 4 restoration).

Each of the proposed ILF projects was evaluated based on its alignment with MA ILF program selection
criteria outlined in the MA ILFP Instrument, which include consideration of the following.

1. The project’s Hility to meet multiple objectives
The project’s support of, or compatibility with, broader conservation or management objectives and
their surrounding landscape
3. The project’s likelihood of success
Whether the project will result in mitigation in same Service Area as the impacts providing fees; and
5. Cost of implementing and maintaining the project

The three projects currently proposed by MA DFG, and incluc | in this Public Notice for comment, are:
e Marine Habitat Enhancement, Yarmouth MA Artificial Reef
e Improving Diadromous Fish Passage on the Ipswich River
e Wheeler Preservation Parcel, Hardwick MA

Please see the Project Fact Sheets below for locus maps and summary information.












