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Event Code: 05E 1NEQQ-2020-E-07001

Project Neme: Diseased Scotch Pine Removal at Franklin Falls Dam

Subject: Verification letter for the 'Diseased Scotch Pine Removal at Fraoklin Falls Dam'
project under the January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4{d)
Rule for the Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take
Probibitions.

Dear Joshua Levesgue:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service {(Service) received on April 23, 2020 your effects
determination for the 'Diseased Scotch Pine Removal at Fraoklin Falls Dam' (the Action) using
the northern long-eared bat (Myvotis septentrionalis) key withio the Information for Planning and
Consultation (IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determiniog whether a Federal action
is consistent with the activities analyzed in the Service’s Janouary 5, 2016, Programm atic
Biological Opinion (PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from " take'" 11 probibitions
applicable to the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (BY
Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.5.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based vpon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO.
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result
of the Action is not probibited uoder the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50
CFR §17.40(0). Unless the Service advises you withino 30 days of the date of this letter that your
IPaC-assisted determination was incarrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(8)(2) with respect to the
northern long-eared bat.

Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted io the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the
information required in the IPaC key.

Exhibit G: Consultation Letter for Northern Long-Eared Bat, Page 1 of 2.
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If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.

[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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