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Colonel Charles W. Comfort Jr. assumed command of the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New England District on July 24, 2026. A native of Mount Hope, New York, 
he received his ROTC commission in 2000 from Georgia Military College in 
Milledgeville, Georgia, and served in the U.S. Army Reserve while completing his 
undergraduate studies before transitioning to active service in 2004. Prior to his arrival 
at the New England District, Colonel Comfort attended the U.S. Army War College in 
Carlisle, Pennsylvania, earning a Master of Strategic Studies. 

Before his selection for the War College, he commanded the 5th Battalion, 5th Security 
Force Assistance Brigade, beginning in June 2023, where he supported the U.S. Indo-Pacific Command area of 
responsibility. Preceding this brigade command, Colonel Comfort was stationed at Fort Drum, New York, where he served 
simultaneously as the Division Engineer for the 10th Mountain Division and the Commander of the 7th Engineer Battalion. 

His earlier advisory experience includes serving as the Battalion Executive Officer and Chief of Staff Advisor for the 5th 
Battalion, 1st Security Force Assistance Brigade. During this tenure, he deployed to Afghanistan and provided critical 
advisory support to U.S. Army Africa. Before joining the 1st SFAB, he served as an Observer Coach/Trainer at the National 
Training Center in Fort Irwin, California, mentoring units as a member of the Bronco and Sidewinder teams. 

Following his graduation from the Command and General Staff College, Colonel Comfort joined the 101st Airborne Division 
(Air Assault) at Fort Campbell. There, he served with the 21st Engineer Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team (Rakkasans) 
as the Battalion Executive Officer, later deploying to Afghanistan as the Battalion Operations Officer in support of Operation 
Resolute Support. 

Prior to his time with the 101st, he supported the U.S. Army Reserve component as an Operations Officer and Battalion 
Executive Officer for the 3-309th CS/CSS (AC/RC) in Liverpool, New York. This assignment followed his successful 
command of the 693rd Engineer Company, during which he deployed to Afghanistan in support of Operation Enduring 
Freedom, as well as time spent as an Assistant Operations Officer for the 7th Engineer Battalion (20th Engineer Brigade) 
at Fort Drum. Earlier in his career, after completing the Engineer Captains Career Course (Advance Course), Colonel 
Comfort deployed to Iraq as part of a Military Transition Team in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 

His initial active-duty assignments began at Fort Drum in 2004, where he served as the 642nd Engineer Support Company 
Executive Officer, the 95th Fire Fighting Detachment Commander, and the S1 for the 548th Combat Sustainment Support 
Battalion (CSB). Colonel Comfort began his military career in the U.S. Army Reserve, serving as a Platoon Leader and 
Company Executive Officer for the 854th Engineer Battalion in Bullville, New York, from 2000 to 2004. 

Colonel Comfort’s military and civilian education include a Master of Strategic Studies from the U.S. Army War College and 
a Master of Public Administration from Webster University in St. Louis. He also holds a Bachelor of Arts in American History 
from the State University of New York (SUNY) at Albany. 

His military awards and decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Meritorious Service 
Medal with six Oak Leaf Clusters, and the Army Commendation Medal with two Oak Leaf Clusters. Additionally, Colonel 
Comfort has earned the Combat Action Badge, the Air-Assault Badge, the Pathfinder Badge, and the Engineer Regiment's 
Bronze de Fleury Medal. 
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