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15-DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

DRAFT SUPPLEMENTAL ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT 
NEW HAVEN HARBOR FEDERAL NAVIGATION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 

NEW HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 
 

Interested parties are hereby notified that the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), 
New England District, is seeking public comment on the New Haven Harbor Navigation 
Improvement Project Draft Supplemental Environmental Assessment (SEA) in New 
Haven, Connecticut. The Draft SEA was prepared in accordance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). 
 
Modified Proposed Action: USACE is proposing navigation improvements to the New 
Haven Harbor Federal Navigation Project in New Haven, Connecticut, as documented 
in the Integrated Feasibility Report and Environmental Impact Statement (IFR-EIS) 
dated February 2020. The original Proposed Action included beneficially reusing 
dredged material to create a saltmarsh at Sandy Point in West Haven, Connecticut. Due 
to insurmountable issues pertaining to constructability and cost, the saltmarsh creation 
component is being removed from the design. The roughly 657,000 cubic yards (cy) of 
silty dredged material slated for marsh creation will be placed at the Central Long Island 
Sound Disposal Site (CLDS) instead. 
 
The original Proposed Action also included placing approximately 450,000 cy of sandy 
material at a shellfish improvement area. The results of an in-depth geotechnical study 
during the project’s pre-construction, engineering, and design phase indicated the need 
to reclassify approximately 450,000 cy of material from silt to silty-sand. Following 
discussions with the State of Connecticut Bureau of Aquaculture and the Connecticut 
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection, USACE is proposing place the 
additional volume of sand, resulting in a new total volume of approximately 900,000 cy, 
at the shellfish improvement area that has sufficient capacity.  
 
The Draft SEA addresses the impacts of removing the saltmarsh creation component 
from the project and placing roughly double the volume of sandy material at the shellfish 
improvement area as the Modified Proposed Action. 
 
Assessment for the Need of an Environmental Impact Statement: USACE has 
preliminarily determined that the Modified Proposed Action is not likely to result in 
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significant impacts on the human environment, and therefore a supplemental 
environmental impact statement (SEIS) will not be prepared. USACE will consider 
comments received during the 15-day comment period for the Draft SEA in making a 
determination on a finding of no significant impact. 

Environmental Document: The Draft SEA is available on the New England District 
website here:  

https://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Projects-Topics/New-Haven-Harbor/ 

Public Comment Period: The Draft SEA will be available for public comment for 15 
days after the date of this public notice. The public comment period is intended to 
provide those interested in or affected by this action an opportunity to make their 
concerns or comments known. 

Comment Submittal: Please submit written comments to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New England District, by October 9, 2025. Written comments may be sent 
via email to craig.a.martin@usace.army.mil, or by mail to the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, New England District, 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA, 01742-2751, ATTN: 
Craig Martin. 

All comments received will become part of the administrative record and are subject to 
public release under the Freedom of Information Act, including any personally 
identifiable information such as name, phone numbers, and addresses. USACE will 
respond to public comments in the Final SEA. 

In your comments, please include in the subject line: New Haven Harbor Navigation 
Improvement Project – SEA Comment, and the date. 

__________________________ 
Janet G. Harrington, P.E., PMP 

 Deputy District Engineer  
 for Programs and Project Management 

22 Sep 2025_____________________ 
Date 


