
          
                                          PUBLIC NOTICE 
 
 Comment Period Begins: August 20, 2024 
 Comment Period Ends: September 19, 2024 

File Number: NAE-2024-01826 
In Reply Refer to: Eva Szigeti, Regulatory Division 

Phone: (978) 318-8651 
Email: eva.m.szigeti@usace.army.mil 

 
The District Engineer, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District (USACE), 
has received a permit application, file number NAE-2024-01826, to conduct work in 
waters of the United States from the Connecticut Department of Transportation 
(CTDOT), 2800 Berlin Turnpike, Newington, Connecticut, 06131-7546. This work is 
proposed in the Housatonic River beneath Route 8 in Shelton and Derby, Connecticut. 
The site coordinates are Latitude 41.315093/Longitude -73.086237. 
 
The project is CTDOT Project No. 0126-0176, Rehabilitation of the Commodore Hull 
Bridge, Bridge No. 00571A. The work would involve the permanent discharge of fill 
material within 31,120 square feet (0.7 acres) of waters of the U.S., consisting of open 
water below the Mean High Water (MHW) Line of the tidally-influenced Housatonic 
River. Piers 9 and 10 of the bridge would be armored using six-legged, two-foot-tall, 
precast concrete jacks to protect the riverbed around each pier, prevent future scour, 
and strengthen the existing structure. The permanent impacts within waters of the U.S. 
would be primarily due to the installation of the concrete jacks. Temporary impacts in 
3,470 square feet (0.1 acre) below the MHW of the Housatonic River are also proposed 
and would primarily be associated with a temporary causeway access. Tidal wetlands 
are not present in the project area. Construction of the project would occur from barges 
and a temporary rock causeway at the eastern end of Pier 10. Temporary turbidity 
curtains would be installed around each pier and work area during construction 
activities. The barges are expected to launch from Long Island Sound and travel 
approximately 12 miles upstream to the project site, and work may occur on both piers 
simultaneously. Grout bags and concrete fill would be used to first fill the existing scour 
hole beneath the footings of Pier 9 before placing jacks around both piers. Permanent 
fill discharges would total 1,128 cubic yards: 860 cubic yards for concrete jacks, 32 
cubic yards for grout bags, 29 cubic yards for tremie grout, and 207 cubic yards for 
native or supplemental riverbed material. The temporary causeway would be built 65 
feet out from the edge of the upland staging area into the river near Pier 10. The 
causeway would be fully removed upon project completion, and the riverbank restored.    
 
The work is shown on the enclosed plans titled “ENVIRONMENTAL PERMIT PLANS 
STATE PROJECT NO. 126-176, REHABILITATION BRIDGE NO. 0057A1 
(COMMODORE HULL BRIDGE), ROUTE 8 OVER THE HOUSATONIC RIVER, Cities 
of SHELTON & DERBY,” on twelve sheets, and dated 06/17/24. 
 
The project has been designed to avoid and minimize impacts to waters of the U.S. 
through the use of best management practices including the installation of temporary 
erosion and sedimentation controls and turbidity curtains around the project site to 
minimize negative impacts to water quality from potential sedimentation and concrete 
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slurry runoff. To minimize impacts on fish, unconfined work would occur between 
October 1 and March 31.  
 
AUTHORITY 
 
Permits are required pursuant to:  
   X   Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
   X   Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
      Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act. 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable 
impact of the proposed activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the 
national concern for both protection and utilization of important resources. The benefit 
which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against its 
reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal 
will be considered, including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: 
conservation, economics, aesthetics, general environmental concerns, wetlands, 
cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land use, 
navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, 
water quality, energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and 
welfare of the people. 
 
The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity. The USACE will consider all comments received to 
determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this proposal. To 
make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered species, 
historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other public 
interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an environmental 
assessment and/or an environmental impact statement pursuant to the National 
Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a public 
hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
 
The activities proposed herein may also require permission from the USACE pursuant 
to 33 U.S.C. 408 if they will alter or temporarily or permanently occupy or use a USACE 
federally authorized Civil Works project levee system located in Ansonia and Derby 
along the Naugatuck and Housatonic Rivers. If there is overlap between the scour 
countermeasure project activity and the levee flood control system, a 408 Authorization 
will be required. A permit pursuant to Section 10/404 shall not be granted until the 
Section 408 permission is issued. Through this public notice, we are soliciting 
information necessary to inform the USACE evaluation and review.  
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ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT  
 
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by 
the Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal 
agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) on all actions, or 
proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely 
affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH). Essential Fish Habitat describes waters and 
substrate necessary for fish for spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity. 
 
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) is the lead federal agency responsible for 
EFH coordination. This project will impact 0.7 acres of EFH. This habitat consists of 
diadromous fish habitat with less than 100 square feet of natural rocky habitat. Potential 
stressors to species include underwater noise, water quality impacts, including turbidity, 
habitat alteration, and vessel traffic. Although FHWA is the lead federal agency, USACE 
has reviewed their EFH coordination documents to concur with a determination that the 
project activity is in compliance with all FHWA programmatic EFH conservation 
recommendations and adverse effects to EFH will not be substantial. The NMFS 
provided confirmation of this determination. 
 
NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 
 
FHWA is the lead federal agency responsible for coordination pursuant to Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act. Based on a Determination of Effect on Historic 
Properties report provided by the CTDOT, with funding support from the FHWA, it 
appears there is little likelihood that a historic property exists or may be affected due to 
the nature, scope, and magnitude of the work to be permitted. This is based upon the 
following: the permit area has been extensively modified by previous work and the 
nature of the proposed work would not affect historic properties even if such properties 
are present within the affected area. No properties listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places (NRHP) were found to exist in the project vicinity, nor is the Commodore 
Hull Bridge eligible for NRHP listing. No other structures of historical significance were 
found, and no documented archaeological resources were found in the area. Additional 
review and consultation to fulfill requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic 
Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, will be ongoing as part of the permit review 
process. 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSULTATION 
 
FHWA is the lead federal agency responsible for coordination pursuant to Section 7 of 
the Endangered Species Act. Although FHWA is the lead federal agency, the USACE 
has reviewed and evaluated sufficient documentation to concur with a determination of 
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No Effect on any federally-listed threatened or endangered species and their designated 
critical habitat managed by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). The USACE 
has also reviewed correspondence from the NMFS regarding a determination that the 
project is not likely to adversely affect any federally-listed threatened or endangered 
species and their designated critical habitat managed by the NMFS. The USACE is 
coordinating with the NMFS and USFWS and the ESA consultation will be concluded 
prior to the final decision.    
 
OTHER GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATIONS  
 
The states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, and Rhode Island 
have approved Coastal Zone Management Programs. Where applicable, the applicant 
states that any proposed activity will comply with and will be conducted in a manner that 
is consistent with the approved Coastal Zone Management Program. By this public 
notice, we are requesting the state concurrence or objection to the applicant’s 
consistency statement. 
 
The following authorizations have been applied for, or have been, or will be obtained: 

(X) Permit, license, or assent from State. 
(  ) Permit from local wetland agency or conservation commission. 
(X) Water Quality Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 
 

COMMENTS 
 
The USACE is soliciting comments from the public; federal, state, and local agencies 
and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties to consider and evaluate the 
impacts of this proposed activity. Any comments received will be considered by the 
USACE to determine whether to issue, modify, condition, or deny a permit for this 
proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on endangered 
species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other 
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an 
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the 
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a 
public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity. 
People submitting comments are advised that all comments received will be available 
for public review in their entirety and will be considered a matter of public record. 
 
Comments should be submitted in writing by the above date. If you have any questions, 
please contact Eva Szigeti, Regulatory Division, at eva.m.szigeti@usace.army.mil, 
(978) 318-8651, (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367. 
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Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, 
that a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing 
shall specifically state the reasons for holding a public hearing. The USACE holds public 
hearings for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the best means for 
understanding a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public. 
 
The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in 
response to this notice. Copies of letters of objection will be forwarded to the applicant 
who will normally be requested to contact objectors directly in an effort to reach an 
understanding. 
 
THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK. 
 

 

 
 
Daniel B. Breen 
Chief, Transportation and Utilities Section 
Regulatory Division 

 
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil or  
(978) 318-8058 if you would like to be removed from our public notice mailing list. 
 


























	NAE-2024-01826_20240820_PUBLIC NOTICE_NO_PLANS
	NAE-2024-01826_Plans



