
PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

 

    Contact: CENAE-R-Mitigation@usace.army.mil 
 

NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT REGULATORY DIVISION 
COMPENSATORY MITIGATION THRESHOLDS UPDATE 

  
This notice informs the public of modifications to the New England District Compensatory 
Mitigation Standard Operating Procedures (“SOP”) “Appendix O - Thresholds” for losses 
of aquatic resources associated with Department of the Army (“DA”) permits in New 
England.   
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
The New England District (“District”) has periodically revised and updated its 
Compensatory Mitigation SOP.  One of the overall goals of the SOP is to ensure 
consistent compensatory mitigation practices across the New England states and align 
nationally.  This modification to the SOP will provide transparency across the District’s 
area of responsibility to ensure consistent compensatory mitigation threshold 
requirements.  
 
ACTION: 
 
Enclosed you will find the redlined table in “Appendix O – Thresholds” which will be 
included in the SOP as of the date of this Public Notice.  Aquatic resource thresholds 
have been clarified to ensure that no more than minimal adverse effects to the aquatic 
environment occur, both individually and cumulatively. 
 
The following updates are included for transparency:  
 
• Adverse impacts or effects to streams greater than 200 linear feet or 0.03 acre 

(whichever is less) will require compensatory mitigation. 
• Adverse impacts or effects to wetlands greater than 0.1 acre (4,356 square feet) will 

require compensatory mitigation.  
 
PURPOSE:   
 
The purpose of providing these thresholds is to provide transparency for stakeholders 
with predictable and consistent compensatory mitigation requirements while also 
ensuring ongoing losses of the nation’s aquatic resources are adequately replaced.  
Furthermore, this action will continue to ensure impacts authorized under the District’s 
General Permits remain no more than minimal, both individually and cumulatively.  The 
District will continue to evaluate projects on a case-by-case basis and may, in some 
cases, require compensatory mitigation below these thresholds. 

 
 

Published: November 21, 2025 
Expires: December 22, 2025 
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