





25 August 2004

MEMORANDUM

TO: RIM Distribution List

FROM: Gail French, Regulatory Division

RE: Final EDD for Regional Implementation Manual (RIM)

The Regional Implementation Manual for the Evaluation of Dredged Material Proposed for Disposal in New England Waters (RIM; U.S. EPA/U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New England District, 2004) requires the electronic submission of certain forms of data.

The Electronic Data Deliverable (EDD) format for electronic submission of sediment data is now finalized and can be downloaded from the RIM website at http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg/rim.htm. There is a one-month grace period for EDD submittals. Beginning 10/1/04, EDD submittals are required with every sediment data package.

The EDD is in Excel format. The first worksheet provides instructions. The EDD shall be completed by the primary laboratory conducting the analysis. The primary laboratory, the applicant’s agent, and any sub-contracted, secondary laboratories will need to coordinate to ensure that the primary laboratory has all the information necessary to complete the EDD (for example, sampling information). 

The EDD may be submitted to the Corps of Engineers New England District (NAE) on CD, or it may be e-mailed as an attachment. Note that hard copy data submission is still required, along with the electronic data submission. Electronic files in a printer-friendly, easy-to-read format (e.g., PDF, MS Word) may be substituted for hard copy submission. 

As described in the RIM, the following items are required for a complete data package:

1. Hard copy data 

· or electronic files in easy-to-read format

2. EDD for sediment data (beginning 10/1/04)

· or other required format for other data types – see RIM website for formats for water column and benthic effects data

3. Quality Control Summary Tables 

· as hard copy or scanned as PDF (note: these tables will be available in Word format in the coming month)

EPA and NAE will be hosting a training session in October at NAE in Concord, MA. The training session will cover the implementation of the RIM but will focus on electronic data reporting and quality assurance/quality control requirements. Details on this training session are forthcoming.

Please contact me with any questions on the EDD or RIM. Thanks for your cooperation!

Gail.T.French@usace.army.mil
Direct line: (978) 318-8077 

Toll free within MA: (800) 362-4367

Toll free outside of MA: (800) 343-4789

