PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineers e
New England District Date: May 11, 2004
696 Virginia Road Comment Period Ends: May 25, 2004
Concord, MA 01742-2751 : File Number: 20030002

In Reply Refer To: Ted Lento

Revised Public Notice Due to Project Modifications

The Town of Winthrop, Town Hall, One Metcalf Square, Winthrop, Massachusetts, 02152
has obtained a Corps of Engineers permit under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
1899 for construction of a commuter ferry terminal in Winthrop Harbor. The project site is
an existing public boat ramp facility at the Town Landing off Shirley Street immediately
south of the Winthrop Yacht Club adjoining the Cottage Park neighborhood.

Authorized Work

The authorized work within Corps jurisdiction includes construction of a new pile-supported
pier with attached pile supported floating docks, resetting some of the existing stone riprap
slope protection and installation of a storm water drainage outfall pipe. This work is
depicted on the attached plans entitled “WINTHROP FERRY TERMINAL, WINTHROP
"TOWN LANDING” on 12 sheets dated January 2003, with sheets 3, 4 & 5 revised March
2003 and further described as follows:

‘The proposed ferry service facility is comprised of a pier structure with accompanying
gangways and floats, which extend approximately 240 feet beyond the Mean High Water
line to water deep enough to accommodate a ferry vessel. A 170-foot long by 16-foot-wide
pile-supported timber pier will be constructed. While vehicle access is not proposed, the pier
will be capable of light emergency vehicle loads. The pier will be provided with a handrail
and will be equipped with electrical utilities and lighting. The pier is proposed to terminate
in a 24-foot by 24-foot head area, which can help alleviate congestion during times of
boarding. From the pier, two 45-foot long gangways provide connection to the ramps and
platforms on the float. This ramp provides the required handicap access during both low
and high tides. A 30-foot by 75-foot float and a 12-foot by 60-foot float are proposed for
vessel docking and passenger loading and unloading.

Proposed Modiﬁcations to Authorized Work

Due to current limitations in funding, the project will be constructed in three phases. The
first two phases will be for the establishment of a demonstration ferry in order to determine
the feasibility of the project. Phase 1 of the project will consist of the installation of
temporary facilities for the demonstration ferry. Phase 2 of the project will consist of the
installation of a permanent fixed pier with a gangway to a rental barge with associated
concrete floating dock with an aluminum ramp for boarding. Phase 3 is full construction of



the ferry terminal as previously authorized and described above. While phase 3 is fully
compliant with the Americans with Disability Act (ADA) phase 1 and 2 are not compliant
and will require a variance from the Massachusetts Architectural Access Board to address
issues of non-compliance.

Phase 1 consists of the installation of a 130-foot long temporary access pier comprised of a
rental aluminum gangway supported by timber piles. A rental barge 30’ x 90° will be
accessed from the temporary gangway pier by a 50 rental gangway. Boarding of the ferry
vessel in phase 1 will be from the barge. The Harbormaster’s office will be relocated to a
temporary trailer at the site to allow for improved oversight of the boat ramp use and ferry
terminal operations. Parking aids for boat ramp users and ferry passengers, such as re-
striping of lot and signage, will be provided as funds become available.

Phase 2 of the project consists of the installation of a 130 long fixed timber access pier with
a 50’ aluminum gangway extending to a 30’ x 90’ rental barge. This pier would replace the
temporary phase 1 pier. A 12°x50” concrete floating dock with a 26” aluminum ramp will be
acceded for boarding the rental barge. Plans for phase 1 and 2 of the work are depicted on
the attached plans entitled “Temporary Phase 1 and Phase 2 Ferry Terminal” on nine sheets
dated April 2004.

The project purpose is to provide ferry service from Winthrop to downtown Boston.

Work associated with construction of the ferry terminal such as pile driving, resetting of
stone riprap and installation of an outfall pipe will cause noise and minor turbidity within
Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) for the following species: Atlantic cod (Gadus morhua),
haddock (Melanogrammus aeglefinus), pollock (Pollachius virens), whiting (Merluccius
bilinearis), offshore hake (Merluccius albidus), red hake (Urophycis chuss), white hake -
(Urophycis tenuis), redfish (Sebastes fasciatus), winter flounder (Pleuronectes), American
plaice (Hippoglossoides platessoides americanus), yellowtail flounder (Pleuronectes
ferruginea), windowpane flounder (Scopthalmus aquosus), Atlantic sea scallop (Placopecten
magellanicus), Atlantic sea herring (Clupea harengus), bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix), long
finned squid (Loligo pealei) short finned squid (Illex illecebrosus) Atlantic butterfish
(Peprilus triacanthus) Atlantic mackerel (Scomber scombrus), and summer flounder
(Paralicthys dentatus).

The proposed project is expected to have only minor short-term impacts on fish occurring in
Winthrop Harbor. During construction, fish near work areas would be temporarily displaced
by low levels of suspended sediments and noise. Based upon this assessment of impacts to
EFH, we have preliminarily determined that the project will not have a substantial adverse
effect on EFH and therefore expanded EFH consultation is not necessary. However,
following a review of this public notice, it is possible further EFH consultation may be
required by the National Marine Fisheries Service.

In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment. Anyone wishing
to comment is encouraged to do so. Comments should be submitted in writing by the above
date. If you have any questions, please contact Ted Lento at (978) 318-8863 or use our toll
free number (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367 if calling from within Massachusetts.




Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that
a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing shall
specifically state the reasons for holding a public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings
for the purpose of obtaining public comments, when that is the best means for understanding
a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public.
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SEE NEXT PAGE _ Crystal 1. Gardner
DETAILS OF EVALUATION SEK Chief, Permits & Enforcement Branch
FACTORS Regulatory Division
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22" FBD '
:] A . MLW 0.0
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CONCRETE FLOAT S

& | AT:  WINTHROP HARBOR

T | oatum: M = 00 COUNTY: SUFFOLK

é HIL = 12.2 SECTION E-E AN OF VINTHROP

ki , . CONCRETE FLOAT WINTHROP, MASSACHUSETTS
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