26 July 2004

Dear Madam/Sir:

Hopefully, you are already aware that the “Regional Implementation Manual for the Evaluation of Dredged Material Proposed for Disposal in New England Waters” (RIM; EPA/NAE 2004) was finalized on April 6, 2004 and became effective May 6, 2004. 

The RIM presents sediment testing guidelines and reporting requirements for applicants who wish to obtain a Department of Army permit from the New England District (NAE) of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) for all projects (both private and federal navigation) involving the open water disposal of dredged material. The RIM provides New England-specific guidance on procedures relevant to your work, including permit application and coordination requirements and sampling methodologies (see especially Chapter 4). The RIM supercedes the previous regional manual entitled "Guidance for Performing Tests on Dredged Material to be Disposed of in Open Waters" (EPA/NAE, 1989). The RIM can be obtained through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers New England District website: http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg/rim.htm.

One new requirement is that coordinates must be obtained from each project sampling location (in NAD 83 decimal minutes; p. 14). The RIM does not specify required accuracy of these coordinates. This is an oversight. Please note the following clarification, which will be included in future sampling plans.

Required horizontal accuracy of each sample location is 3 meters or less. This accuracy can be achieved with a WAAS-enabled standard boat-mounted or hand-held GPS unit. The accuracy at each sample location shall be reported along with the coordinates. Accuracy can be improved by collecting data at a sampling location for a longer period of time. Collection of GPS data during periods of low wave action and during slack tide should reduce the movement of the boat while collecting data at a sampling location, and should improve the accuracy of the GPS data at a sampling location.

Please contact me at 978-318-8077 or gail.t.french@usace.army.mil if you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,







Gail French







Regulatory Division

