2004 INFORMATION REGARDING TRAIL BIKE USE AT THOMASTON DAM

Thomaston Dam has designated trails for two wheeled trail bikes, open May 1st through  October 14th. Three and four wheeled vehicles are not permitted. A cooperative agreement for trail management has been in place since 1979 with the Pathfinders Motorcycle Club of the New England Trail Riders Association at http://www.netra.org/clubs/connecticut/ctclubs.htm#Pathfinders. State registration is required and safety equipment is encouraged. 
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Thomaston Dam, in Thomaston, CT, is a federal flood control dam and reservoir project constructed, maintained, and managed by the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District. In 1975, the Corps formally designated a trail area on the west side of the reservoir, permitting use of trail bikes and snowmobiles only along a ten mile loop. Three and four wheeled all terrain vehicles are prohibited from the designated area and other off road areas of the reservoir. Currently, trail bike usage is very high on weekends.

There are no overnight camping facilities at Thomaston Dam. A small day use picnic area with a restroom is located near the project office. Several motels are located nearby in Waterbury, Plymouth, and Torrington. Overnight camping is available at Black Rock State Park, U.S. Rt 6 in Watertown, (860) 283-8088, Taylor Brook Campground at Burr Pond State Park in Torrington, (860) 379-0712, and at area private campgrounds. http://dep.state.ct.us/rec/camping/rsvr_new.htm
· Trail bikes are allowed from May 1 thru October 14 on the west side of the Naugatuck River. 

· Trails will be open daily during daylight hours as reservoir and weather conditions permit.

· All Connecticut state laws pertaining to trail bike use apply. 

· The State of Connecticut requires that all trail bikes be registered. 

· The cost for State of Connecticut All Terrain registration is $20.00 for two years.  

· Trail bikes can be registered at Connecticut Department of Motor Vehicles (DMV) Offices on Tuesday through Saturday.

· Out of state registrations honored in Connecticut vary. Please contact the DMV for current information regarding the status of agreement with your particular state. 

·  Registrants must present a bill of sale as proof of ownership. 

· Owners must be at least 16 years old to register. 

· Registration plate numbers must be displayed.

·  No insurance is required. 

· Trail bikes must be equipped with a legal muffler and spark arrester. 

· Please observe one way direction of travel on trails - northbound on trails west of the main paved road and southbound on trails east of the main paved road. 

· Parking is available at the trailhead. 

· The paved road on top of the dam is a public roadway for street legal vehicles/motor vehicle licensed operators only. 

· Wearing adequate protective gear, including a helmet, is highly recommended. 

· A public telephone is located at the Project Office on the east side of the dam – dial 911 for emergencies.

·  For registration information, please contact the DMV at 800-842-8222 (860-263-5710, out of state) or http://dmvct.org/feesreg.htm. Other information is available through the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers at (860) 283-5540 or http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/recreati/tmd/tmdrec.htm.

