
For more information please call the 
U.S.  Army Corps of Engineers, New 
England  District, 978-318-8264.  

DO NOT Touch!  
Call 911 immediately! 

World War II Military Ordnance Has Been Found at 
South Beach 

Based upon historical documents, Military Munitions used at this 
Former Moving Target Machine Gun Range (which includes South 
Beach, Norton Point Beach and Wasque Point) included practice 
rockets, potentially high explosive rockets and small arms ammunition. 
As of the summer of 2009, only inert rocket warheads and rocket 
motor bodies have been discovered at South Beach and Norton Point. 
Two 100-pound bombs potentially containing high explosives have 
washed ashore at Wasque Point.  

The formerly used defense site, Former Moving Target Machine Gun 
Range at South Beach, covers approximately 4.6 miles of beach that 
includes South Beach, Norton Point and Wasque Point.  The town of 
Edgartown manages South Beach for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts, Department of Conservation and Recreation (DCR). 
The Trustees of Reservations (The Trustees) manages Norton Point for 
Dukes County who owns the property.  The Trustees also owns and 
manages Wasque Point. The Former Moving Target Machine Gun 
Range included two ranges used by the Naval Air Station, Quonset 
Point, Rhode Island from 1943 until 1946. The machine gun range 
consisted of an oval track with a moving target used for machine gun 
target practice. After the track was destroyed during a hurricane, the 
Navy built two stationary targets for air-to-ground rocket firing 
practice at the outer limits of each end of the oval track.  

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District is partnering 
with the DCR, the Town of Edgartown, Dukes County, The Trustees of 
Reservations and the Massachusetts Department of Environmental 
Protection to protect the public and the environment from potential 
hazards due to the presence of munitions and explosives of concern at 
South Beach, Norton Point Beach and Wasque.  A Time Critical 
Removal Action was conducted at South Beach and a portion of Norton 
Point in 2009.  Additional investigations will be conducted as necessary, 
to determine the source of the munitions at South Beach and Norton 
Point, and the 100-pound bombs washing ashore at Wasque Point. 
Though a removal action has taken place at South Beach and on a 
portion of Norton Point, there is still the possibility that munitions will 
continue to be found at both sites. There is also the potential for 
additional bombs to wash ashore at Wasque Point. If you see an item 
that is suspect, RECOGNIZE the potential danger, RETREAT — leave 
the area immediately and DO NOT TOUCH the item(s), and REPORT 
the item(s) — Call 911.  

5” rocket with warhead potentially containing high 
explosives (top) and an encrusted rocket motor 
(bottom) found at South Beach 

100-pound bomb potentially containing high 
explosives found at Wasque Point (below) 


