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PROCEEDI NGS

(5:06 p.m)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Good eveni ng and
wel cone to this public hearing regarding the
permt application submtted by Waver's Cove
Energy, LLC and MII| River Pipeline, LLCto
conduct dredging in an existing federal navigation
channel, install structures and discharge fil
material in wetlands and waterways for the
construction of a liquified natural gas inport
term nal and natural gas pipeline facility.

My nanme is Larry Rosenberg, and |I'mthe
Chief of Public Affairs for United States Arny
Corps of Engineers in New England. | w il be your
noderator and facilitator this evening. Qur
hearing officer tonight is Lt. Col. Andrew Nel son,
the Deputy District Engineer for the Arny Corps of
Engi neers i n New Engl and.

Shoul d you need copies of the public
notice, the hearing procedures or any other
pertinent, it's available at the registration
table, and | should point out that the Corps of
Engi neers has made no decision regarding this

permt application.
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The agenda for this hearing is,
following this introduction, Col. Nelson wll
address the hearing. Qur hearing officer wll
then be followed by the permt applicant, who wll
provide a brief overview of the proposed work, the
proposed dredgi ng of the Taunton Ri ver navigation
channel and the options for disposal of the
dredged materi al .

Now, before we begin, I'd like to rem nd
you the inportance of filling out these cards that
are avail able at the door. These cards serve two
purposes. First, they let us know that you're
interested in this permt so we can keep you
infornmed. Second, they provide ne a list of those
who wi sh to speak this evening. |If you did not
conplete a card, but wish to speak or receive
future information regarding this permt, one wll
be provided at the registration desk.

Now, since this hearing will close this
evening at 10:00 p.m, no later than 10:00 p.m,
for your conveni ence, an additional stenographer
is avail able near the registration area, should
you Wi sh to provide comrent on the record, but

wi thout the inposed tine restrictions. These
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statenments, along with any witten statenents
submtted, will receive equal consideration with
t hose presented here tonight.

One additional comment. W are here to
recei ve your comments, not here to enter into any
di scussion of those comments or to reach any
conclusion. Any questions you have should be
addressed to the record and not to the individuals
on the panel.

Thank you, |adies and gentl enen.

Lt. Col. Nel son?

LT. COL. NELSON. Thank you, Larry.

Good evening, |adies and gentl enmen and wel cone to
this public hearing. 1'd like to express that

wel come to you today because this is a public
hearing on a request for permt by Waver's Cove
Energy and M|l River Pipeline under Section 10 of
the Rivers and Harbors Act, Section 103 of the
Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act and
Section 404 of the C ean Water Act.

Before we begin, | would |like to thank
you for your personal involvenent in this
envi ronnental review process. | amLt. Col.

Andrew Nel son, the Deputy District Engineer for
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t he New England District of the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers. Qur headquarters is in
Concord, Massachusetts. Oher Corps of Engineers
representatives with nme here tonight include
Christine Godfrey, who is our Chief of Regul atory
Division, and Ted Lento, who is our Permt Project
Manager. Larry Rosenberg, our Chief of Public
Affairs, will facilitate this evening' s hearing.

Tonight's hearing is being conducted as
part of the Corps. of Engineers' regulatory
programsolely to listen to your comments. This
request for permt involves dredging in an
exi sting federal navigation channel and di sposal
of dredged material in the open water, installing
structures and discharging fill material in
wet | ands and wat erways for the construction of a
liquified natural gas inport term nal and natural
gas pipeline facility.

The LNG term nal would be |ocated on a
73 acre site adjacent to the Taunton Ri ver
primarily at One New Street, in Fall R ver,
Massachusetts. The project facilities are subject
to the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy

Regul at ory Conmi ssion. The Corps' jurisdiction

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O ©O 00 N O O B W N — O

9
for this proposed activity are limted and include
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act and
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, both of which
| wll discuss in nore detail in a nonent.

Joi nt FERC and Corps public hearings
were held on Septenber 8th and 9th in 2004 one
year ago in Massachusetts and in Rhode Island. In
May of 2005, FERC issued the Final Environnental
| npact Statenment, and on July 15, 2005, FERC
approved the construction and operation of the
proj ect .

The United States Coast Guard and FERC
are the federal agencies responsible for safe
vessel transit and facility operation. The Corps
will utilize the findings of these two agencies on
bot h those issues during our deliberations. Both
applicants have submtted revised permt
application plans that include substantial changes
in the work proposed within the Corps jurisdiction
necessitating this new public notice.

The focus of this conment period and
t hese hearings is to receive comments on the
dredgi ng and dredged material disposal aspects of

the project, the Corps' primary area of
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10
jurisdiction for the project.

l'"d like to, briefly, review the Corps
of Engineers' responsibilities in this process.
First, the Corps' jurisdictionin this case is
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act that
aut horizes the Corps to regulate structures and
work in navigable waters of the United States,
Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, which
regul ates the discharge of dredged or fil
material in waters of the United States, including
wet | ands, and Section 103 of the Marine Protection
Research and Sanctuaries Act, which authorizes the
Corps to regulate the transportation of dredged
material for the purpose of disposal in the ocean.

Second, the detailed regul ation that
expl ai ns the process for evaluating permt
appl i cations and unaut horized work is Title 33 of
U. S. Federal Code of Regulations, Parts 320
t hrough 330, and third, the Corps' decision rests
upon several inportant factors.

I n accordance with these regul atory and
statutory authorities, our decision to issue a
permt will be based on an eval uation of the

probabl e i npacts of the proposed activity on the
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11
public interest. Qur decision will reflect the
nati onal concern for, both, the protection and
utilization of inportant resources.

The benefits that may reasonably accrue
fromthe proposal nmust be bal anced agai nst the
reasonably foreseen detrinents. For exanple, we
W Il consider the possibility of the Brightman
Street Bridge remaining in place, as required by
current |aws, when bal ancing the benefits of the
proj ect against detrinments. |If the bridge is not
removed, we understand the benefits to the general
public froman increased gas supply, and nore
flexible energy infrastructure would not be
realized, and these factors will be considered in
our determ nation on issuing such a permt.

Al factors which may be relevant to the
proposal will be considered prior to our making a
deci sion, and those factors include, but are not
[imted to, conservation, econom cs, aesthetics,
the environnment, fish and wildlife val ues,
navi gation, recreation, water supply, food
production and, in general, the needs and welfare
of the Anerican peopl e.

The Corps conducts a broad-based public
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interest review. This hearing is part of that
review. All factors affecting the public will be
included in our evaluation. Your coments wil |
hel p us in reaching a decision.

The record of this hearing will remain
open, and witten comments may be submtted
tonight or by mail until January 3, 2006. Al
corments will receive equal consideration

Lastly, to date, no decision has been
made by the Corps of Engineers with regard to this
permt. It is our responsibility to eval uate,
bot h, the environnmental and soci oeconom c inpacts
prior to our decision, and in order to acconplish
that, we need your input.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Waver's Cove and
their contractor will present a permt application
overview at this point, and there is a slide show
so we will be leaving the stage.

Sir?

TED GEHRIG  Let ne introduce nyself.

My nanme is Ted Gehrig. |'mthe President of

Weaver's Cove Energy. 1'd like to thank you al
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for com ng out and participating in this
permtting process. | look forward to getting
some of the information with regards to the
project available to you through this process.

|"mnot going to be giving the talk
tonight. I1'mgoing to | eave that up to the
experts. W have here to present this evening Ted
Barten. He's the managing principal with Epsilon
& Associates. Epsilon & Associates is the
environnmental consulting firmthat did rmuch of the
studi es associated with the dredging work and is
doing a lot of our state permt filings for us as
wel | .

So I'd introduce Ted Barten.

TED BARTEN. Thank you, Ted.

Col. Nelson, Ms. CGodfrey, Mayor Lanbert,
| adi es and gentl enmen, good evening. Pleasure to
be here. 1'mgoing to take about ten mnutes to
wal k you through the key el enents of the Corps
jurisdictional aspects of the Waver's Cove
project, primarily, the dredging and sone work
associated with the pipelines.

We'll start with a description of the

jurisdictional elenents of the project. Waver's
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Cove and MI| River have requested Corps permts
for the following jurisdictional activities:
shore line straightening and stabilization
measures, construction of a new pile supported
jetty or pier for offloading the LNG ships, a boat
ranp for public and private security vessels, and
all of these are support facilities associated
with construction of the LNGtermnal in Fal
Ri ver.

There's al so construction of two M|
Ri ver natural gas pipeline |laterals, about six
mles in length, in total, and the dredging
activities associated with the installation of the
western | ateral across the Taunton River.

There's a nmi ntenance and i nprovenent
dr edgi ng program of the existing seven mle |ong,
35 foot deep Mount Hope Bay, Fall River Harbor,
federal navigation channel and turning basin, and
| astly, there is offshore disposal of dredged
material in federal waters, primarily, at the
Rhode | sl and Sound di sposal site and/or the Mass.
Bay di sposal site.

Very briefly, a locus map of the site.

As you all know, it's, roughly, two mles north of
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the Braga Bridge on the eastern shore of the
Taunton River

kay. 1'mgoing to start by taking a
little nore detailed | ook at the dredgi ng program
" m having trouble with ny clicker here. Thank
you.

Al right. 1I'mgoing to start with just
a bit of history on the existing federal channel.
As many of you may know, the channel was initially
dredged back in the 1920s, and according to the
Corps, since 1931, there have been approxi mately
12 mllion cubic yards of sedinent renoved from
Fall River Harbor and the channel, nuch of that
associated wth the original construction of the
channel and turning basin. The nobst recent
signi ficant mai ntenance dredgi ng of the channel
was performed in the 1970s.

Over this period, the Corps, a nunber of
private water-dependent industries, private
marinas, the state pier and other public agencies
have conducted dredgi ng operations in the these
waters. The current authorized depth of the
channel is 35 feet.

Now, in putting together the dredging
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program for the project, we |ooked at the
necessary horizontal and vertical dredging limts
in order to enable the ships to safely navigate
the channel to the project site, and part of this
anal ysis was nodeling of the ship transit by
Marine Safety International, in Portsnouth, Rhode
| sl and, and that work was done in consultation
with, both, the Narragansett Bay pilots and the
U S. Coast Guard.

The dredging, itself, will be conducted
usi ng a nunber of nechanical dredges outfitted
with a range of different bucket types and sizes.
The dredges will be supported by other floating
equi pnent, tugs, to maneuver the dredges, and
bar ges, barges and scows, to receive and renove
the dredged material, survey vessels and support
vessel s, such as work boats.

The dredged material, itself, will be
| oaded onto barges and transported for offshore
di sposal. That's our preferred alternative, and
we al so have a backup alternative which is to
pl ace the stabilized material on the site itself.

Now, a few nunbers that give you a

feeling for the scale of the dredging project.
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The existing federal channel will be deepened from
its current authorized depth of 35 feet to
approximately 37 feet. Large parts of the channel
are already at 37 feet, or deeper, and we have a
slide alittle further on which will give you a
flavor for that.

The turning basin, which is this area
right off the site, basically, between the site
and the existing NRG Sonerset Power Plant on the
ot her side of the river, will be dredged fromits
exi sting depth of 35 feet down to 41 feet. Al of
that will yield approximately 2.1 to 2.6 mllion
yards of dredged material. That's on an in situ
basi s and includes one foot of over-dredge.

Now, this next slide will give you a
feeling for the depth of dredged cut or the depth
of material that's going to be renoved from
various parts of the, of the channel and the
turni ng basin.

This is supposed to go through in
sequence, but you can see the whole thing up there
now. Basically, the gray area within the channel
limts is already at 37 feet and requires no

dredging at all, and that accounts for, roughly,
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49 percent of the, roughly, 400 acre total dredge
footprint.

Anot her 32 percent of the channel wll
require dredgi ng of between zero and 5 feet, so
very thin cuts. Another, roughly, 10 percent of
t he channel requires dredgi ng between 5 and 10
feet, and then the balance, which is in a few
smal | areas, basically, up on either side of the
turning basin, a little bit along what's called
the S bend here and a very thin cut along part of
t he edge of the main channel w Il require somewhat
deeper cuts, 15 feet, 20 feet in sone instances.

The main point of this slide is to
convey that, roughly, 75 percent of the 400 acre
dredge footprint either requires no dredging or
very shallow cuts of 1 to 5 feet.

Now, our original dredge plan, which was
t he basis of the Corps hearings that were held
back | ast summer, was based primarily on upl and
pl acenent of the material, and our intent there
was to bring the material up onto the site at a
controlled rate, and in fact, the pace of the
upl and pl acenent would be the limting factor in

t he dredge program schedul e, and we expected to
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need about 650 days of total production, and that
transl ates to about 975 cal endar days when you
al l ow for weather and equi pnent del ays and the
like.

This schenme al so assuned that there were
no dredge restrictions or protection of the
fisheries, and with those assunptions, the
dr edgi ng coul d be acconplished in three years.

Now, as we noved through the regul atory
produce, we began to get feedback fromthe
agencies to the effect that we woul d need, at
| east, sone restrictions, tine of year
restrictions, and we al so had sone questions from
t he agencies on the upland pl acenent program and
were encouraged to | ook nore seriously at the
of fshore di sposal alternative, which we had al so
included in our original filing.

We did that by noving through these
steps back in January of 2004. W put together a
Tier 3 Sedinment Sanpling and Analysis Pl an
submtted to the Corps and EPA. They approved
that in Septenber of 2004.

W went out, did the field work, the lab

work and submtted the results of that in April of
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2005, and several nonths later, in Septenber,
after a careful review, the Corps and EPA approved
the tested material which was virtually the entire
sedi ment volune for disposal at federally
desi gnat ed of fshore di sposal sites.

So with that approval in hand, we have
nodi fied the dredge program and what |'ve
outlined on this slide gives you a flavor for
that. W are going to follow tine of year
restrictions for the protection of wnter
fl ounder, and that's going to run from January
15t h t hrough May 31st.

We're going to al so observe, in
Massachusetts, a time of year restriction for the
protection of the anadronmous fish mgration.
That's going to run from March 15th to June 15th
That all ows us a seven nonth dredgi ng season, and
with that seven nonth season, we believe we can
conplete the dredging in three seasons, assum ng
we have of fshore di sposal and that we can use
mul ti pl e dredges concurrently.

Now, the disposal site that we are
focused on at this point is the Rhode Island Sound

di sposal site. This was designated by EPA in
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Decenber of 2004 and prior to that, on an interim
basis, was used for the placenent of, roughly,
five mllion yards of material taken fromthe
Provi dence harbor and river dredging project, and
it's located about 13 mles off the nmouth of
Narragansett Bay in federal waters, as you can see
fromthis slide.

Now, in the course of working the
proj ect through the regul atory process, we have
refined the mtigation nmeasures that the project
has proposed. They include the tinme of year
restrictions that | spoke of previously,
environmental inspectors, use of an environnental
or closed bucket for work in softer sedinents, no
significant scow overflow, a water quality
sanpling and nonitoring program a shellfish
habitat mtigation plan, and that includes a
pre- harvest survey, a pre-dredge harvesting and
relay and seeding and conpliance nonitoring at the
conpletion of that effort, and we've al so been
working with an interagency working group to cone
up with a winter flounder habitat mtigation
program

Wth that, we're going to take a quick

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

22
| ook at sonme of the site devel opnent activities,
whi ch are the other major focus of the Corps
approval s.

Again, we'll start with a bit of
history. The site, the 55 acre site, is shown in
this photo as it existed sonme decades ago when it
was used by Shell. It is on the federal channel.
It's in a designhated port area, and designated
port areas are established by Massachusetts CZMto
pronote marine industrial devel opnents in port
areas with key industrial attributes.

Just a bit of history. The site was
first used back in the twenties. It was a
refinery for, roughly, a decade. It was then in
operation for about 70 years under Shell GOl as an
oil products distribution termnal. Since the
year 2000, it's been used by Fall River Marine
Termnal, primarily, for construction staging and
storage, and the site remains permtted for the
storage of approximately 64 mllion gallons of
m xed petrol eum products.

This next slide is an overlay of the
current site layout on a recent aerial photo of

the site. This may be a bit hard to see for those

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

23
in the back, but basically, with the nove to
of fshore and the need not to have a |land formon
the site, the main elenments of the project have
been consolidated onto the 55 acre main parcel of
the site, which is, basically, this area.

JOSEPH CARVALHO  You put the | egend on
so you could block the houses that re there. The
| oner | efthand corner. Bet you didn't think of
t hat .

TED BARTEN. The tank is right here, the
process area here, very little activity on the
north parcel, that will be used for construction
| aydown, a new jetty, and as you can see from
that, this is an outline of the ship. The new
jetty and the ship area inside the Iine of the
exi sting pier.

We've al so been able to pull in sone of
t he shoreline stabilization areas here to avoid
the salt marsh areas on the south end of the site,
and this next slide gives you a little feel for
t hat .

Unli ke the original design, we've been
able to nodify this so that we avoid any inpacts

to the salt marsh on the south end of the site
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and, also, our small coastal dune area on the
north end of the site.

Then lastly, a few words on where we are
in the permtting process and the environnental
revi ew process, and | believe Col. Nel son covered
sone of this. The NEPA process, the federal
environnental review was conpleted with FERC s
i ssuance of the FEI'S back in May. The FEIS will
serve as the baseline docunment for the Corps in
its evaluation of public interest factors. The
Federal Energy Regul atory Comm ssion issued its
certificate approving the project back in July.

As nost of you know, we had an earlier
round of Arny Corps hearings back in Septenber
2004. Those were held at the time that the DEIS,
DEI R was out for review, and then the last item
here is a quote fromthe public notice which
again, just for enphasis, the focus of the Corps
revi ew and what we hope to hear tonight are
comments on the dredgi ng aspects of the project.

So with that, | thank you for your
attention, and we'll turn it back to the fol ks
fromthe Corps.

LT. COL. NELSON: To meke one point of
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clarification, and for the public, on the topic of
the dredged material, the speaker portrayed that
t he Environnmental Protection Agency and the Corps
had gi ven approval of disposing of the dredged
material at the offshore disposal site.

VWhat that process did was determ ne that
the material proposed to be dredged was suitable
to be disposed in the open ocean. A decision yet
about approving the disposal of that material has
not yet been nmade, so | just wanted to make t hat
clarification.

Is that clear to you as wel|?

(No verbal response.)

LT. COL. NELSON. Ckay. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ladi es and
gentlemen, it is crucial to this public process
that your voice is heard, and we're here to
listen, to listen to your comments, understand
your concerns and to provide you an opportunity to
put your thoughts on the record, should you care
to do so.

The hearing this evening will be
conducted in a manner that all who desire to

express their views will be given an opportunity
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to do so. To preserve the right of all to express
their views, | ask, one, that there be no
interruptions during any testinony and that, two,
all speakers abide by or try to abide by the tine
restriction so that all who wish to speak this
evening will have an opportunity.

We don't want to see one individual deny
others the right to express their views or their
concerns of this proposed project. Furthernore,
in order to make any decision regarding this
permt application, we, the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers, need to have you involve
yourself in this environnental review process, not
just this evening, but throughout the entire
process.

When you came in, copies of the public
notice and the procedures to be followed at this
hearing were available. |[|f you did not receive
t hese, both are available at the registration desk
at the entrance to the hall. | wll not read
ei ther the procedures or the public notice, but
both will be entered into the record.

A transcript of this hearing is being

prepared, and that record will renmain open and
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witten coomments nmay be submitted tonight or by
mai |l up until January 3, 2006. Al comments
recei ve equal consideration. Anyone who wi shes to
send witten comments should forward those
coments to our headquarters in Concord,
Massachusetts.

Lastly, 1'd like to reenphasize that the
Cor ps of Engi neers has made no decision with
regard to this permit. It is our responsibility
to fully eval uate Waver's Cove, Waver's Cove
Energy and M|l River Pipeline s proposed dredging
and wetland activity and its inpact prior to any
decision, and in order to acconplish that, we need
to hear fromyou

FROM THE FLOOR  Poi nt of procedure,
pl ease. Could the transcript be nmade avail abl e
onl i ne as opposed to--

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. As | said, we'll
try not to interrupt, and you'll get all the
information you need. Again, we are here to
recei ve your coments, not to enter into a
di scussi on of those comments or to reach any
conclusions. All questions will be directed to

the record and not to the individuals on the
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panel .

So, if there's no objection fromthe
hearing officer, I wll now dispense with the
readi ng of the public notice of this hearing and
have it entered into the record.

LT. COL. NELSON: Yes.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

* % * *x % % % * *x *x % % * * *x *x * * * *x *

PUBLIC NOTICE

Date: Novenber 1, 2005
Comment Period Ends: January 3, 2006
File Number: 2004- 2355

In Reply Refer To: Ted Lento

Revised Public Notice and Announcement of a Public

Hearing

Weaver's Cove Energy, LLC. ("Waver's
Cove") and MII| River Pipeline, LLC. ("MII
River") (Collectively, the "Applicant") have
request ed Corps of Engineers ("Corps") pernits

under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of
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1899, Section 103 of the Marine Protection,
Research and Sanctuaries Act and Section 404 of
the Clean Water Act to conduct dredging in an
exi sting Federal navigation channel, instal
structures and discharge fill material in wetlands
and waterways for the construction of a liquefied
natural gas ("LNG') inport term nal and natural
gas pipeline facilities. The LNG term nal would
be located on a 73 acre site adjacent to the
Taunton River primarily at One New Street in the
Cty of Fall River, Massachusetts. MIIl River is
proposing to tenporarily alter wetlands and
wat erways in order to construct two new | ateral
pipelines (referred to as the Western Lateral and
Northern Lateral) that will facilitate the
delivery of re-gasified LNGto the existing
interstate pipeline network. The facilities of
Weaver's cove and MI| R ver referred to as "the
Project”. The Project facilities are al so subject
to the jurisdiction of the Federal Energy
Regul at ory Comm ssion ("FERC') pursuant to
Sections 3 and 7 of the Natural Gas Act. A prior
Corps Public Notice was issued for this project on

August 3, 2004 and joint Corps/FERC Public
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Hearings were held Septenber 8, 2004 in
Massachusetts and Septenber 9, 2004 in Rhode
| sl and. Due to proposed project nodifications we
are issuing this revised notice and wll convene
two additional public hearings to seek coment on

aspects of the Project within Corps jurisdiction.

The Applicants require Section
10/ 404/ 103 permits because the proposed work
occurs within jurisdictional waters of the United
States. The proposed work will predom nantly
occur in the Commonweal th of Massachusetts, but a
portion of the navigation channel dredging wll
occur within the Federal Channel limts in the
State of Rhode Island. This terminal site is
| ocated on the USGS Fall River quadrangle sheet at
UTM zone 19 coordi nates 4622349 N and 0321927 E

The work depicted on two sets of plans,
one entitled "Waver's Cove Energy, LLC
consi sting of 37 sheets dated Septenber 2005,
depicting the onshore disposal site configuration
and Attachnent B consisting of two figures

entitled "Figure 1, Dredging Plan with Upland
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Pl acement”. A second separate plan set entitled
"MIIl River Pipeline, LLC' consisting of 37 sheets
revi sed Cctober 20, 2005 depicts proposed work for
construction of the MIIl River pipeline |aterals.
These plan sets are available for view ng or
downl oading fromthe Corps Internet site
WWv. nae. usace. arny. m | under the link for
Regul atory Public Notices. Copies of the permt

pl ans can al so be nmil ed upon request.

FERC National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA)

Review

The NEPA review of the Project was
conducted by the FERC with the participation and
assi stance of cooperating agencies including the
Corps. The Final Environnental |npact Statenent
("FEI'S") for the Project was issued by the FERC in
May 2005. The FERC Conmi ssioners voted to approve
construction and operation of the Project on June
30, 2005. The FERC subsequently issued an Order
(i.e., FERC Certificate) on July 15, 2005
aut hori zing construction and operation of the

Project that includes a nunber of conditions with
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respect to facility design and environnental
mtigation. This FEIS will serve as the baseline
docunent for the Corps in performng its
eval uation of the public interest factors
descri bed below. The FEI'S has been placed in the
public files of the FERC (Reference Docket No.
CP04- 36-000) and is available for distribution and

public inspection at:

Federal Energy Regul atory Conm ssion
Publ i c Reference Room
888 First Street, N E., Room 2A
Washi ngton, DC 20426
(202) 502-8371

A limted nunber of copies are avail able
fromthe Public Reference Roomidentified above.
In addition, copies of the FEIS have been mail ed
to federal, state and |ocal agencies; public
I nterest groups; individuals and affected
| andowners who requested a copy of the FEIS;

i braries; newspapers; and parties to this
proceeding. The FEIS is also available on the

FERC I nternet website (www. ferc.gov) using the
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eLibrary link. dick on the eLibrary link, click
on "General Search" and enter the docket nunber
CP04-36 in the Docket Number field. Be sure you
have sel ected an appropriate date range. For
assi stance, please contact FERC Online Support at
FERCOnIl i neSupport @erc.gov or toll free at 1-866-
208- 3676, or for TTY. contact (202) 502-8659.

The U.S. Coast Guard and FERC are the
federal agencies responsible for safe vessel
transit and facility operation, and the Corps will
utilize the findings of these two agencies on
these issues in its deliberations. The focus of
this comment period and these hearings is to
receive comments on the dredging and dredged
material disposal aspects of the project, which is

the Corps primary area of jurisdiction for this

project.

Work Proposed By Weaver's Cove

The LNG Termi nal to be constructed by
Weaver's Cove will include LNG transfer piping, a

200, 000 nB LNG storage tank, vaporization
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equi pnrent, an LNG truck | oading area, and
necessary ancillary equipnent. |In addition, an
exi sting woodpile pier and associ ated ship nooring
structures at the LNG Termnal site wll be
renmoved and replaced with a new pile supported
jetty and nooring structures required to support
t he berthing and unl oadi ng of LNG vessel s
delivering product to the termnal. Sheet piling
and riprap will be used to stabilize and
straighten approxinmately 2,650 ft of waterfront at
t he proposed LNG Term nal site. The existing
waterfront is a mx of tinber sheeting, stone
riprap and gravel bank. The new sheet piling wll
be driven |landward of the existing sheeting. The
LNG Term nal facilities will be located within the
55-acre portion of the site that is |ocated
largely within a Massachusetts Designated Port
Area ("DPA"). Approximately 0.6 acres of
intertidal and subtidal habitat will be
permanently filled by shoreline site devel opnent
activities. The current site |layout has
elimnated the need to fill three small salt marsh
areas as originally proposed. The project

requi res nai ntenance and i nprovenent dredgi ng of
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the existing 7-mle | ong Munt Hope Bay - Fal
Ri ver Harbor Federal Channel and Turni ng Basin,
construction of a new pier/jetty, and
stabilization of the shoreline at the LNG Term nal
site. Waver's Cove anticipates that proposed
mai nt enance and i nprovenent dredgi ng operations
w Il occur within a footprint of approximtely 200
acres and will produce approximtely 2.1 to 2.5
mllion cubic yards (in situ) of dredged material.
Two dredge disposal alternatives remain under
consi deration by Waver's Cove. The Project's
preferred alternative is to dispose of al
suitabl e dredged material offshore in Federal
wat ers at the Rhode Island Sound Disposal Site
("RI'SDS") and/or the Massachusetts Bay Di sposal
Site ("MBDS"). An estimted 60,000 cubic yards of
mat eri al beneath and around the existing wooden
pier will be disposed of at an appropriate upland
site (other than the LNG Termnal site). The
second alternative proposes use of stabilized
dredged material as engineered fill to develop the
LNG Terminal site in Fall River, Massachusetts as

depi cted on sheet 6 of 38, Attachnment A

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w NP

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 0O N O O B W N — O©

36

Dredged Material Management Alternatives

The Applicant filed its Decenber 2003
FERC application, its Corps permt application and
ot her docunents with on-site placenent of
stabilized dredged material as its preferred
dredged materi al managenent option. In the
ori ginal dredging plan, the pace of dredging was
| argely controlled by the pace of the on-site
stabilization and placenent effort. Relatively
hi gh dredgi ng and pl acenent rates (6,000 - 8,000 -
10, 000 CY/ day) were programmed for the |ate
spring, summer and early fall nonths when warm
generally drier conditions would be expected.
These conditions facilitate the stabilization,
dryi ng and conpaction necessary for placenent of
the material. Mich |ower dredging and pl acenment
rates (approxi mately 2,000 cy/day) were progranmed

for the cold, wetter nonths of the year.

It was expected that one dredge woul d be
used with locations programmed to match the
seasonal placenment rates (i.e., high rates in the

Turning Basin in the summer nonths, internediate
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rates in the "S-bend" area during the shoul der
nonths, low rates in the southern reaches of the
channel in the winter nonths). 1In total, the
dredging effort was expected to require
approxi mately 650 good producti on days over a
period of approximately 975 to 1,000 cal endar days
(nearly 3 years). Allowances for weather del ays
and equi prent rel ated del ays account for the
di fference between 650 days and the nearly three

year schedul e.

However, in order to work within agency
recommendations for time of year restrictions for
the protection of winter flounder eggs and | arvae
as well as the protection of the upstream
anadromous fish mgration, the Project is now
proposing to place the suitable dredged materi al
in a designated ocean disposal site(s). In the
July 15, 2005 Certificate, FERC directs the
Project to observe a January 15 through May 31
dredge restriction for the protection of w nter
fl ounder eggs and |l arvae. Wth respect to the
protection of the upstream anadronous fish

m gration in Massachusetts, the Massachusetts
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Wet | ands Protection Act regul ations stipulate a
March 15 through June 15 restriction. The
conbi nation of the two restrictions would limt
dredging to a seven-nonth season in Massachusetts
(June 16 through January 14) of each year. As
shown in Attachnment B to the Waver's Cove pl an
set, a dredging plan using offshore disposal and
mul ti pl e dredges could be conpleted in three years

whi | e observing these tine of year restrictions.

The National Marine Fisheries Service
(NVFS) has recommended that an expanded
restriction be inplenented for the protection of
t he upstream anadronous fish mgration
specifically March 1 through July 31. \When
conbined with the winter flounder restriction,
this would limt dredging to a 5 1/2 nonth season

(August 1 through January 14 of each year).

In support of the preferred offshore
di sposal alternative, a Tier Ill Sedinment Analysis
Plan ("SAP") was submtted to USEPA and the Corps
in January 2004. The Tier Il SAP included pl ans

for further sedinment sanpling as well as the
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necessary bi oassay and bi oaccunul ati on anal yses.
The Tier 111 sanpling plan was approved by the
Corps and the USEPA on Septenber 10, 20040 On
April 11, 2005, Waver's Cove provi ded the Corps
and the USEPA with the full [aboratory results and
analysis fromthe Tier Il sanpling program
After an extensive review of the data, USEPA and
t he Corps concluded that all of the tested
sediments neet the criteria for acceptability for
ocean di sposal as described in Sections 227.6 and
227.27 of the Ccean Dunpi ng Regul ations, and is
suitable for unrestricted ocean disposal at the
RI SDS and/ or MBDS under USEPA Regi on 1/ USACE- NAE
(2004) gui dance.

Potential Offshore Disposal Sites

The Rhode Island Sound Di sposal Site was
designated by the Environnental Protection Agency
to be usable for disposal of dredged sedinents in
Decenber 2004. Prior to its site designation, it
was sel ected for tenporary use and was enpl oyed
during 2003-2004 for placenent of over 5 mllion

cubi c yards of sedinent fromthe Providence R ver
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(primarily fromthe Federal Navigation Project).
Al'l sedinments disposed at this site have been
determ ned suitable through case-by-case anal yses.
The site is nonitored through the Corps D sposal
Area Monitoring System (DAMOS) program The DAMOS
studies show that the site is a | ow energy
envi ronnent such that sedi nents deposited at this
location will remain within the site's boundari es.
The DAMOS nonitoring has shown that distinct
dredged materi al nmounds have been formed at the
site. Sedinment deposited at the disposal site has
not been found to affect areas outside the

di sposal site.

The Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site is
frequently used for disposal of bottom sedi nents
fromvarious harbors in the Boston area.

Approxi mately 300, 000 cubic yards of suitable
sedinents (suitability determ ned through case- by-
case anal yses) are deposited at this site
annually. The site is nonitored through the Corps
Di sposal Area Mnitoring System (DAMOS) program
The DAMOS studi es show that the site is a | ow

energy environnent such that sedi ments deposited
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at this location will remain within the site's
boundaries. The DAMOS nonitoring has shown that a
di stinct dredged material nound has been formed at
the site. Levels of nmetals and organics in the
sedinments within the disposal site are generally
above background | evels, indicative of the
i ndustrial nature of the areas dredged that
utilize the site. Sedinent deposited at the
di sposal site has not been found to affect areas
outside the disposal site. The USEPA has
desi gnated the Massachusetts Bay Disposal Site

usabl e for disposal of dredged sedinents

The dredged materi al has undergone
physi cal, chem cal, and biological testing and has
satisfied the criteria for ocean di sposal of
dredged material as specified in part 227 of the
Ccean Dunping Act regulations. It is our
determ nation that the material is acceptable for

di sposal at these disposal sites.

Proposed Mitigation For Adverse Affects To

Wetlands And Waterways
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Weaver's Cove Submitted mtigation plans
for permanent inpacts to non-jurisdictional
i sol ated vegetated wetlands on the North Parcel of
the LNG Term nal site and for approximately 0.04
of salt marsh fill on the South Parcel of the LNG
Termnal site. As a result of the revised site
| ayout depicted in the drawi ngs referenced herein
and Attachnent A of the Waver's Cove plan set,
salt nmarsh inpacts are no | onger proposed and
mtigation for lost functions and values is no
| onger required. Notwi thstandi ng, Waver's Cove
will continue to evaluate approximately 0.7 acres
of on-site salt marsh restoration/creation in
conjunction with other mtigation plans being
devel oped for the project including an
approximately 0.18 acre Pal ustrine, Scrub-Shrub
freshwater wetland to conpensate for inpacts to
t he non-jurisdictional isolated vegetated wetl ands

on the North Parcel.

In addition to the above wetl and
mtigation plans Waver's Cove provi ded the Corps
wi th proposed shellfish habitat mtigation plans

and intertidal/sub tidal fill/w nter fl ounder
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mtigation plans for review and comment. NWS has
i ndi cated that approximately 11 acres of w nter
fl ounder spawni ng habitat may be inpacted as a
consequence of shoreline straightening and
deepeni ng and wi deni ng of the Turning Basin at the
termnus of the Fall River-Munt Hope Bay Federal
Navi gati on Channel. These plans remain under
review by the Corps and ot her resource agencies
and are avail able for public review on the Corps
I nternet site www. nae.usace.arny.m | under the

I ink Regul atory Public Notices.

Work Proposed By Mill River

The facilities to be constructed by M|
Ri ver include two 24-inch dianmeter pipeline
| ateral s and associated facilities that wll
connect the Weaver's Cove LNG Termnal to the
existing pipeline facilities of Al gonquin Gas
Transm ssi on Conpany ("Al gonquin,"” a subsidiary of
Duke Energy Corporation). The proposed
approximately 2.5 mle Western Lateral will be
|ocated in Fall River, Sonerset, and Swansea. It

will cross under the Taunton Ri ver and then
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traverse in a westerly direction principally
within an existing electric transm ssion corridor.
Approxi mately 33,000 cy of material wll be
dredged for pipeline installation under the
Taunton River. The proposed approximately 3.6
mle Northern Lateral will follow an existing
pi peline right-of-way fromFall R ver into the

Town of Freetown.

Approximately 14 intermttent and
perenni al streamnms (not including the Taunton
River), 3.0 az of inland vegetated wetlands, 0.52
ac of intertidal habitat (including 0.02 ac salt
mar sh habitat) and 0.5 ac of subtidal habitat
(i.e., Taunton River crossing) will be tenporarily
altered by pipeline construction activities
associated with the proposed Western and Northern
Laterals. Approximately 0.03 ac of forested
wetl ands will be permanently converted to emergent

wet | ands.

General Information

The Project purpose is to bring a new
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natural gas supply to the New Engl and Market. The
facility will provide 0.4 Bbf/day on average, with
the ability to provide 0.8 Bbf/day on peak demand
days (Nearly 20% of New Engl and's current peak
demand). The facility will also introduce a
conpetitive source of LNG for delivery by truck to

peak shaving facilities throughout New Engl and.

This project will potentially inpact
approxi mately 200 acres of Essential Fish Habitat
(EFH) for the foll ow ng species and |ife stages:
haddock (larvae), red hake (larvae, juveniles, and
adults), winter flounder (all |ife stages),

w ndowpane flounder (all life stages), Anmerican
pl aice (larvae, juveniles, and adults), American
sea herring (larvae, juveniles, and adults),

bl uefish (juveniles, and adults), Atlantic
mackerel (all life stages), summer flounder
(larvae, juveniles, and adults), Scup (all life
stages), black sea bass (juveniles, and adults),
King mackerel (all life stages), spanish mackere
(all life stages), and cobia (all life stages).
This habitat consists primarily of subtidal

bottom The inpacts on essential fish habitat
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fromthis project include shading of the bottom
fromthe fixed structures (note: shading from new
pier will be offset by renobval of existing pier)
tenporary water quality inpacts from suspended
sedi nent during the dredging, the pernmanent |oss
of approximately .6 acres of the aquatic habitat
areas as a result of filling inter-tidal areas for
site devel opnent, and tenporary |oss of bottom
habitat during the Taunton Ri ver pipeline
construction (dredging and refilling of trench).
To minimze these inpacts, the Applicants have
agreed to use a closed or "environnental bucket
for all work in soft depositional sedinments and
w || conduct the dredgi ng operations w thout
significant scow overflow. As previously
described, time of year restrictions for the
protection of winter flounder eggs and | arvae as
wel | as the upstream anadronmous fish mgration
will be observed. Al suitable dredged materi al
will be placed in a designated offshore disposa

site (R SDS and/ OR MBDS)

The Corps District Engi neer has nade a

prelimnary determ nation that the site-specific
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i npacts may be nore than mnimal. An expanded EFH
Assessnment is being reviewed by the NWFS and
further consultation with NVFS regardi ng EFH
conservation recommendations will be concl uded

prior to the final permt decision.

In order to properly evaluate the
proposal, we are seeing public comment. Anyone
wi shing to comrent is encouraged to do so.
Comments should be submtted in witing by the
date in the title block above. |If you have any
questions, Please contact Ted Lento at (978) 318-
8863 or (800) 362-4367, if calling fromw thin

Massachusetts.

PUBLI C HEARI NG LOCATI ONS

Decenber 14, 2005

BMC Durfee Hi gh School
Robert J. Nagle Auditorium
360 El sbree Street

Fall River, MA

Decenmber 14, 2005
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M . Hope Hi gh School
Performng Arts Center
199 Chestnut Street

Bristol, R

Regi stration begins at 4:00 p. m
Hearing begins at 5:00 p. m
Heari ng Ends when public coments are

conplete (not later than 10 p.m)

48

Al interested Federal, State and | ocal

agencies, interested private and public

organi zations, and individuals are invited to
attend either of these public hearings. Persons
wi shing to provide oral conments are required to
register prior to the start of each hearing. Ti
l[imtations may be inposed on all comrents

recei ved during the hearings.

/s/
Karen K. Adans
Chief, Permts & Enforcenent Branch

Regul at ory Di vi si on
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* * * % *x * * % % *x * * % *x * * % *x * * *

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. A transcript of
this hearing is being made to assure a detail ed
review of all the comments. A copy of the
transcript is available at our Concord,
Massachusetts, headquarters for your review, on
our Wb site for your use or you may make
arrangenents with the stenographer for a copy at
your own expense. It will take about four weeks
to get that transcript on the Web site, and that
Wb site address is available at the registration
t abl e.

FROM THE FLOOR  Anot her point of
procedure. The deadline for conments, witten
comments, which really are very inportant to
government al agencies, is now January 4th, which
Is the day after the holiday and the intervening
Christmas and holiday season, and you're telling
us that we won't be able to review the coments by
the public here in order to synthesize those
coments into a witten subnission sitting on the
Cor ps of Engi neers.

So as a point of procedure, | think the
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Corps really needs to consider extending the
deadline for formal witten coments.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you.

| ndi vi dual s speaking today will be
called to the m crophone in the order they signed
in and provided by the hearing protocol that we've
distributed in the reception area.

When meki ng a statenent, please, cone
forward to the m crophone, state your nanme and the
interest you represent. As there are nany who
wi sh to provide comment, you will be provided five
mnutes to speak, no nore. Once again, please,
try to keep to the tine restriction so you wll

avoi d denying others their right to speak. Thank

you.
Now, the traffic light in front of ne
will indicate the followng. The green light wll
conme on indicating -- when the green |ight cones
on, it will indicate two m nutes remaining. The

anber light indicates one, and of course, the red
i ndicates the tine has expired.
Pl ease, identify if you're speaking for

or representing a position of an organi zation. |If
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you' re speaking for yourself, just say so. Now, |
want to enphasize that all who wish to speak wll
have an opportunity to do so.

Since we will close this hearing at
10: 00 p.m, those who have signed up to speak, but
may be denied that opportunity, will be contacted
by the Corps, individually, to coordinate further
arrangenent s.

Once again, we have an additi onal
st enographer | ocated outside the hearing room
shoul d you wish to dictate an individual statenent
for the record. There are no tinme limts on those
i ndi vi dual statenents.

W w il now begin to receive your
comments according to our hearing protocol. CQur
first speaker is Mayor Edward Lanbert.

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR EDWARD LAMBERT: Thank you very
much.

And 1'd Iike to, if | could, if it's al
right, | think we maybe requested this beforehand,
al so, bring with me Carol Wasserman, the City's
envi ronnmental consultant, so she can be part of ny

comments and presentation, if that's acceptable to
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you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Yes, sir.

MAYOR EDWARD LAMBERT: (Okay. Onh, here
she is. Ladies and gentlenen, thank you very
much. Thank you for being here. Thank you for
heari ng us.

Wel conme to the great city of Fall River
acity I'mvery proud of and a city that | really
bel i eve, over the course of the | ast several
years, has stood very tall in public participation
process that agencies |ike yours have provided to
us and, hopefully, one that we are allowed to
i nfluence, not only through this process, but as
we go forward.

W are here, and you will hear from
ot her people here tonight, and it's inportant to
hear fromthose as well, recognizing that you have
a narrowed focus of consideration relative to this
project and what you have the ability to permt,
but we al so ask you to consider the |arger issues,
the larger context and the passion of the people
of this community who, in a denocracy, ought to
have their voices heard, who ought to have their

intent net, who ought to be able to | ook to you as
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allies in stopping what we consider to be a
dangerous and foolish project in a densely
popul at ed ar ea.

This fight for Fall R ver really ought
to be Anerica's fight because, frankly, while we
are parochial in our interest, we would hope and
expect that governnental agencies would do nothing
t hat woul d approve a foolish policy that would
allow for a termnal of this size for transport of
t hese ships in densely popul ated areas.

The scientists of this--

(Appl ause.)

MAYOR EDWARD LAMBERT: The scientists of
this nation have determ ned that there is the
potential for very significant risk and, in a
breach of either the ship or the tank, the
potential for |lives and property to be |ost.

There are alternatives, and we strongly believe
that, in the analysis that the Arny Corps is to
provide, that there has to be a review of those
alternatives if there's going to be degradation of
the river through dredging, which we fully expect
and anticipate there will be, and what the

benefits versus the potential risk is.
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The Sandi a National Laboratories have
determned that there is a potential for what they
call, euphemstically, a high consequence event,
and therefore, many of us in the community have
taken to asking why are the people of this
community, this working class comunity,
accept abl e ri sks.

No Anerican who, from any working cl ass,
from any nei ghborhood, ought to be put in harms
way in a rush to facilitate increased energy
supply in this country. W recognize and enbrace
the notion that we need an increased energy supply
and that there have to be deci sions nade
consequent to that.

But there are alternatives, and those
alternatives have been reviewed in great measure,
alternatives for New Engl and, alternative
| ocations that would not allow this to be put in a
popul at ed ar ea.

In fact, we wonder, given recent events,
why this hearing may even be taking place here
t oni ght because, obviously, this dredging, as
proposed by the conpany, was necessary to bring in

the I evel of ship and the quantity of liquified
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natural gas that was in their proposed project,
whi ch they cannot do now gi ven federal
transportation | aw which requires the old
Brightman Street Bridge to stay standing.

So if they are bringing liquified
natural gas in by canoe at this point, then this
dredging permt would not be necessary, and so we
have to ask the obvi ous question, whether or not
t he conpany continues to want to go ahead with a
dredgi ng project that would only be necessary if
they can bring in ships that cannot cone through
this old Brightman Street Bridge.

They' ve yet to answer that. They didn't
answer that here in their presentation tonight,
and we think that that federal transportation |aw
obviates their ability to be able to bring this
material in and, therefore, obviates the need for
themto continue to pursue a permt for dredging
fromthe Arny Corps.

The econom c and the safety inpacts on
our community would be incredibly significant.
The tinme of year restrictions spoken of by the
conpany here tonight are only nowin their

proposal because they were forced into their

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

56
proposal by the Federal Energy Regul atory
Conmi ssion, and quite frankly, under continued
consi deration of Massachusetts law, we fully
expect that tinme of year restrictions wll be
ext ended beyond what is currently proposed due to
shel | fish issues that are in this particular
river, which could |lead to maybe a two nonth
wi ndow for dredging, an 11 to 12 year project for
dredging within this conmunity.

This river, this Taunton Ri ver, which
now t he Departnent of Interior has al so determ ned
woul d be severely inpacted as a wild and scenic
river, is one that we in our conmunity have worked
very diligently to clean up over the | ast severa
years.

W just conpleted a nearly $60 mllion
CSO correction project to close out fall pipes and
inprove the quality of this river. Five, seven
ten years of dredging, on top of the safety
i ssues, is not sonmething that is going to benefit
us economcally, as we try to continue to bring
nore cruise ship activity to our community, nore
fishing activity and the like, and the inpacts are

going to be very significant on us.
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We ask for your help in |ooking at a
project that we think is enornous in scope and
conpl etely unnecessary given the potenti al
alternatives that exist around the New Engl and
region for increasing liquified natural gas, and
so, again, we ask for your help.

We appreci ate your presence here
tonight, and for a nore technical presentation of
the city's case, I'"'mgoing to ask Carol Wasserman
fromESS, the city's environnental consultant, to
speak to you, but again, thank you very nuch for
being here. W are hoping that our voices are
heard here tonight, and we appreciate the fact
t hat your presence here is an inportant part of
this process.

Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

CAROL WASSERMAN:  Good evening. |'m
Carol Wasserman. |'ma Senior Scientist at ESS
G oup, an environnmental consulting firmwho has
been working since 2004 with the city in review ng
t he Weaver's Cove Energy Project.

At the outset, | want to observe that,
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while this project is being reviewed at several
| evel s of governnent by a veritable al phabet soup
of agencies, it really is the Corps of Engineers,
t hrough consideration of, both, the 404(b)(1)
gui del i nes under the C ean Water Act and the
public interest factors, that it's particularly
well suited to consider and appreciate the scope
of the issues, the inpact and the consequences of
this project.

The purpose of Section 404(b)(1) of the
Clean Water Act is to restore and maintain the
chem cal, physical and biological integrity of the
waters of the United States. Central to
fulfilling the purpose are answers to the
fol |l owi ng questi ons:

Are there other practicable alternatives
to this project that would have | ess adverse
i npacts on the aquatic environnment; will the
di scharge generated by the project adversely
i npact water quality or violate state water
quality standards; will the di scharge generated by
the project cause or contribute to significant
degradation of waters of the United States?

The project requires answers in the
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affirmative to all of these questions. There are
ot her practicable alternatives; the discharges
wi |l adversely inpact water quality and they wl|
violate water quality standards; the discharges
wi |l absolutely contribute to the degradation of
t he Taunton River, a water of the United States
t hat has been designated for study under the WIld
and Scenic Rivers Act.

Those aren't solely the concl usions of
the city of Fall River. They're the concl usions
of the United States Departnent of the Interior,
the United States Environnmental Protection Agency
and the National Cceanic and At nospheric
Adm ni stration, National Marine Fisheries Service.

Al'l of these agencies have articul ated
significant concerns to the point of suggesting
that review by the Council on Environnental
Quality may becone appropri ate.

The full scope of the adverse inpacts
that will be inposed on the fishery resources, on
what the Mayor has alluded to as the slow, painful
and very costly progress that's been made to
i nprove the values and the quality of the Taunton

Ri ver, and on the natural and the built
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environment of the city of Fall River and the
South Coast will be addressed fully in the city's
witten conments.

Moving to the public interest factors
the Corps nmust consider, | believe a review of the
conplete record of this project, not just the
information that's been sonmewhat selectively
provided with this application, but a conplete
record of the issues the Corps nust consider will
result in the conclusion that the bal ance of
public benefits versus detrinments and the extent
and permanence of those benefits and detrinents
tips inexorably to the detrinments end of the
scal e.

The Corps namintains a list of 22
potential public interest factors to consider.
submit that this project requires consideration
of, at | east, seventeen of those factors. For the
sake of brevity, I"'monly going to touch on three
here: economcs, safety and the needs and welfare
of the people.

Wth regard to econom cs, the project
will condemn any realistic plan for econonic

revitalization in Fall R ver. The existence of an
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LNG project in the heart of the downtown
waterfront wll destroy any hope of attracting
tourism new waterfront devel opnent and the goods
and services that support both.

The waterfront would be turned into an
exclusion zone. Public use, recreation access
woul d practically, if not literally, disappear,
and any possibility of bringing in new permanent
enpl oyment opportunities to replace the old
manuf act uri ng base that exists here would vani sh

Wth regard to safety, no one questions
screeners of the airports who take away your
tweezers in the name of public safety and
security, and no one objects to netal detectors in
publ i c buildings, but when the communities of the
Sout h Coast raise concerns about LNG tankers
traversing their coastline and contai nment systens
bei ng constructed in the heart of their
nei ghbor hoods, they're accused of being
short-sighted and selfish and ignorant. Their
concerns are dismssed with the | abel N MBY.

(Appl ause.)

CAROL WASSERVAN:  Adding insult to the

Cor ps' NEPA requirenent for meaningful public
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review, the safety and security concerns that are
di sm ssed out of hand provide the very basis to
deny the community the information that they seek.
You cannot, on the one hand, say there are no
credi ble safety and security concerns and then, on
the other, say that safety and security concerns
require the public to be shut out of the process.
Nonet hel ess, up to this point, that has happened
her e.

The testinony provided to the Federal
Ener gy Regul atory Comm ssion by experts in
chem cal engi neering, Honeland Security and
enmer gency planni ng have el oquently described the
risk this process will inpose upon the South
Coast .

The United States Navy has concl uded
that the presence of LNG tankers traversing their
operating space presents a national security risk

While this information has been
collected in the FERC docket, it's clearly
relevant to the Corps' consideration, and it
hasn't been offered with this application. It
wi |l becone part of this record because the city

of Fall River will submt it, and the Corps, |

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

63
know, will fully consider it.

Wth regards to the needs and wel fare of
the people, | offer the follow ng. A fundanental
need exists for full and conplete information
about this project to be provided in a forum where
all may participate. There's no possibility of
under st andi ng and appreciating the cunul ative
effects of this project, which the Corps nust do,
when the issues and the information relevant to
the project are divided up and sel ectively handed
out anobng vari ous agenci es.

The three blind nmen and the el ephant is
not an approved approach for conducting a
cunmul ative effects anal ysis.

The Corps, itself, has been the victim
of the selective review of issues presented here.
Back in 2004, the Corps provided conmments in the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenment, but many of
t hose comments have been ignored because of this
sel ective review process.

The Corps comented, in 2004, that tine
of year restrictions should be considered by the
project to mnimze adverse inpacts on the central

fish habitat. Until the FERC ordered the
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inmposition of alimted time of year restrictions,
the project refused to consider it.

The project still refuses to consider
time of year restrictions that would enable it to
conply with Massachusetts 401 water quality
certification requirenents, and the Corps cannot
permt this project without a 401 water quality
cert from Massachusetts.

| f you review the pending application,
you won't find anything about this refusal or the
expressed and anticipated violation of water
qual ity standards. The Corps al so requested in
2004 that a precise project schedul e acknow edgi ng
the 2010 denolition date of the Brightman Street
Bri dge be provided. The Corps has not yet been
given a response, at least, not in the public
record.

When the FERC, however, asked a very
simlar question, there was a response, but ']l
| et you judge the value of it. The response
stated that, while Waver's Cove ultimtely m ght
not nmeet its original proposed schedule, that's no
reason to sl ow down the processing of the

application or focus unduly on one single el enent
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of the project schedul e when many knowns and
unknowabl es must, by necessity, be taken into
account in a project of this nagnitude and
conpl exity.

There's nothing in this docket that
actually provides the answers sought by the Corps
in 2004. How can the Corps, charged with the
obligation to find the | east environnentally
damagi ng practicable alternative, known to us who
have to work with it every day as the LEDPA
standard or the public, who has an absol ute right
to understand and participate in consideration of
a project that they're going to have to live wth,
assess a project when this is the quality of the
information that's being provided?

Turning to the needs and wel fare of the
people, we really do have to ask how t he peopl e
wi Il benefit fromthe continued consideration of a
project that cannot fulfill its self-stated
pur pose and needs.

Wthin the past six nonths, the
project's suffered the inposition of two fatal
flaws that make it functionally inpossible to

permt or to construct. On July 5, 2005, the
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Departnment of the Interior informed the FERC that
it could not agree with the FERC s concl usion that
the inmpact fromthe Taunton R ver would be
insignificant. |In fact, the Departnent of
Interior determned that the inpacts inposed on
fisheries resources were likely to be profound,
cunmul ative and permanent.

The Departnent of Interior's inability
to concur with the FERC neans that, under Section
7(b) of the WIld and Scenic Rivers Act, the Corps
is prohibited fromissuing a permt for the
project. Unless and until that situation changes,
there's no further reason to consider this.

Goi ng back to the Corps' 2004 request
for a project schedule, that's the second fatal
flaw to which Mayor Lanbert alluded. | won't
dwell on that. The Safe, Accountable, Efficient
Transportation Act, known as SAET, now preserves
the Brightman Street Bridge, and no LNG tanker is
going to be able to traverse the river to the
site.

According to resource reports prepared
by Weaver's Cove, that's limted to 28 feet of

vertical clearance above nean hi gh water and 98
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feet of horizontal clearance. Waver's Cove's own
siting criteria requires that any site it
considered had to offer mnimal bridge access of
135 feet of vertical clearance and horizontal
cl earance of not |ess than 165 feet.

Had Weaver's Cove honestly and openly
applied those criteria in this application, this
heari ng woul dn't be taking pl ace.

I n eval uating the needs and wel fare of
t he people, which is No. 22 on the list of public
interest factors, I'd ask the Corps to consider
two final points.

Wiile there's no question that the
energy appetite in this region and across this
country is veracious and it is growing, what is
needed is a conprehensive plan to respond to that
appetite that incorporates additional supply,
energy efficiency, conservation and the best
practicable infrastructure avail abl e.

What is al so needed is a community free
fromrisk, free from continuing econom c
envi ronnment al and aesthetic deprivation, afforded
an opportunity to responsi bly address those needs.

The cunul ative inpacts inposed on the
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project, coupled with the functional inpossibility
of performance, brings to m nd Shakespeare's
adnonition in Lear, "Reason not for need, but for
true need." |If the Corps considers the true needs
here, it cannot permt this project, and Fal
River and the South Coast won't suffer the fate
that Lear suffered.

Thank you for the opportunity to speak.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Thank you, na'am
Thank you very much

l"d like to knowl edge M. Charles
Hawki ns, who is here representing Senator Lincoln
Chafee. Thank you, sir, for com ng.

Qur next speaker, Christopher D Ovidio.
Did | pronounce that correctly? M. D Ovidio wll
be foll owed by Paul Vidal. Sir?

CHRI STOPHER D OVIDIO.  Yes. M nane is
Chri stopher D Ovidio, D, apostrophe, capital OV,
as in Victor, I-D-1-O I'man attorney for the
Conservation Law Foundati on

The Conservation Law Foundati on, or CLF,
is a non-profit nenber-based organization with

of fi ces throughout New Engl and, including
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Massachusetts and Rhode Island. We work to
protect and enhance the natural and built
envi ronment and work to solve issues and probl ens
such as energy needs throughout the region and the
nati on.

| just want to begin by not trying to
repeat what has been said already, but quite
frankly, the application that the Corps is
considering is dead on arrival. | mean, the
Transportation Act nakes the project purpose, that
is, bringing an LNG tank to a term nal cannot
occur.

Now, Weaver's Cove tried to respond to
the Transportation Act of Secretary Pritchard in
t he MEPA comments by suggesting that the Waver's
Cove opponents make a big to-do about the
Transportation Act, but they claimthat the
Transportation Act is unlawful and
unconstitutional, but offer no substantiation as
to why it is unlawful and/or unconstitutional.

Quite frankly, they didn't because they
can't. It is the law, and again, it's beyond
caval to suggest that a continued review by the

Corps should nove forward. |f the project
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description cannot be acconplished, why have the
Corps do this review?

The second, as Ms. Wasserman used the
word, fatal flawis the inposition inposed by the
WIld and River Scenic Act which, in July of 2005,
clearly, identified that this river being under
study to be included into the Wld and River
Sceni ¢ system no project, and that is, no federal
agencies are allowed to issue a |license or permt
t hat woul d cause an adverse inpact on those val ues
whi ch nake it available for that designation, so
there's another prohibition, or a bar, that
prohibits the Arny Corps fromfurther review on
this matter.

And in fact, it's quite clear that FERC
clearly stated that, if the National Park Service
objects to the permt under the provisions of the
Act, the Corps would not issue the permt, and in
fact, reading your Septenber 2004 comments on the
Draft Environnental |npact Statenent, you very
clearly identify that concurrence fromthe
Nat i onal Park Service is required under the Wld
and River Act, and the Corps permt cannot be

i ssued until we have determ ned that the proposed
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work in our jurisdiction conplies with these Acts.

Well, the DO has clearly nade it, has
made it very clear that this project woul d not
conply with the Act. That's the first thing that
stands out in your comments to the DEI'S and the
FERC MEPA revi ew process.

The other very interesting conponent of
this reviewis that | feel that, froma |egal
perspective, that this project can't be permtted
because of the fact that it cannot satisfy the
factors enunerated in the public interest review
process, and in fact, it quite clearly states, in
Section 320.4, which | know you're quite famliar
with because it's sort of the Bible which guides
the Arny Corps review process, that you must fully
consi der the comments of federal, state and | ocal
agenci es and ot her experts on matters within their
expertise dealing with econom cs, historical
val ues, water quality and so forth

Well, the EPA, NOAA, DO and the
Massachusetts Division of Marine Fisheries has,
clearly, criticized this project and said it's
goi ng to have adverse inpacts on the environment

and water quality and wildlife and fish habitat,
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and so if the project benefit, if at all there is,
is to provide LNG supplies, liquid natural gas
supplies, to this region, and you bal ance that
agai nst the detrinments that have been clearly
articul ated by these agencies, which you nust
fully consider, | think it's very clear that it's
al ready been denonstrated that this will not, in
t he bal ance of things, provide a greater public
benefit as opposed to the deternents, and that's
under your public interest review process.

And, of course, there's the C ean Vater
Act 404 guideline which specifically states that,
when there are practical alternatives, the permt
shoul dn't be approved, and specifically, again,
referring back to your Septenber 2004 letter to
FERC on the Draft Environnmental |npact Statenent,
you specifically point out a couple of things
about the alternatives analysis. That is, there
was a |ack of adequacy in the alternatives
anal ysis, specifically, referring to the offshore
proposal s.

Vell, interestingly, in the last six
mont hs, certainly, in this sumer and in

Sept enber, there's been significant devel opnents
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and alternatives which would, if there was no
ot her option than to bring in natural gas, one
m ght begin to raise the |level of credibility of
this project, but in light of the fact that there
are two offshore proposals that are in the permt
process off of Massachusetts, there's already been
an application to FERC to increase the pipeline
capacity doubl e of the amount of natural gas that
Waver's Cove is proposed to bring into the
region, and there are two LNG term nals that have
al ready been approved, and some of them area
already in operation in the Canadian Maritine that
are going to bring that supply down here.

I n Septenber of '04, Pat Wod, of all
the things that he could say, this was the one
that he said that was right, he says, if those
Canadi an supplies and the pipeline infrastructures
do happen, that woul d obviate the need for the
Weaver's Cove project.

Well, that is areality. Over a year
| ater, those projects are going to becone on |ine.
There is no public interest in adding Weaver's
Cove when we have these other alternatives

exi sting and very likely potential.
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| just want to say, in closing, in year
2004, you did specifically ask Waver's Cove to
address the issue of the Brightman Street Bridge
delay in terns of timng, that you recogni zed that
as sonething that woul d obstruct the project
process, so you recogni zed that bridge was
sonething that was critically inportant to the
overall scope of this project. WIlI, again, we
have the Transportation Act that clearly states
that it is going to obstruct it in permanency.

And just one last thing | want to rem nd
the Corps of is the issue of water quality. EPA,
in their comments, and actually in this FEI' S found
that there will be exceedences of water quality
of , both, copper and zinc, but EPA has warned that
the dredging would violate water quality
standards. Under Section 404(b)(1), if that is
the case, the Corps is prohibited fromissuing a
permt.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

CHRI STOPHER D OVIDIO: | just want to
add that the EPA, also, in terms of grading, gave
the analysis an EU- 3, which is like getting an F

That meant that the FEIS anal ysis of the issues,
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of their concern, okay, gave theman F, so | think
that | ook at those agencies that you're required
to consider their expertise, please, |ook at that,
t hose docunents fromthe FEIS.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Just a rem nder that we do have to close the
hearing at 10:00 and if you do not abide by the
time restrictions, there will be individuals that
will not have the opportunity to speak this
eveni ng, and we do want to hear from everybody.
| f you have | onger statenents than five m nutes,
pl ease, take advantage of the stenographer in the
back. There's two m crophones here, one on each
si de.

Qur next speaker is Paul Vidal. He wll
be foll owed by Gus Suneson, | believe. Sir?

PAUL VIDAL: Good evening. M nane is
Paul Vidal. |I'ma retired college professor. |
was born in Fall River. | raised ny famly here.
|"ve lived here all ny life.

| guess, officially, I'mrepresenting
only nyself, but | feel that |I'mrepresenting the
peopl e that are not here toni ght because they're

out earning a living, they' re taking care of their
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famlies or they're doing their other every day
t hi ngs that they do.

| won't use ny whole five mnutes. Wat
| have to say is very short and to the point. 1'd
like to look at the math of sonme of this. Wen
you throw around nunbers like 2.5 mllion cubic
yards of material, dredge material, to ne, that
doesn't tell me very nmuch unless | put it in terms
that | can understand.

Vell, if you put it in terns of a bread
box, it's an unbelievable nunber, but if you put
it as sonething covering a football field, 2.5
mllion cubic yards would cover a football field
to 500 feet. That's how much dredge material is
com ng out of there.

In the literature that we received
today, it said the footprint was 200 acres, but |
heard M. Barten say that it was 400 acres, so |I'm
not really sure which one it is, but if it's 200
acres, that's over three square mles, and if it's
the 400 acres, that's al nost seven square mles of
dredged materi al .

| don't think you have to be an

envi ronnental expert to realize that that's not
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going to exactly help the bay, the fish popul ation
and that sort of thing. | renmenber on the
Columbia River, in the Northwest, they built a
dam and the nane escapes ne right now, but it's a
bi g hydroel ectric dam and they said that it would
not affect the fish popul ation, the sal non
popul ati on.

Vell, | visited that dam Onh, they have
an el aborate schenme of fish |adders. They even
have a viewing area for the public to see the fish
going up the fish | adders through these gl ass
wi ndows. It |ooks very nice. You see the fish
goi ng up

The trouble is though, the Col unbi a
Ri ver has 5 percent of the salnon |eft, and now
there's a very real danger that the salnon will be
extinct in the Colunbia River.

So all of these nice things that you
read over here that there will not be any danmage
to the area, well, | just don't believe it. Fal
River is not really a port city. This dredging is
taking place only for the tankers. Maybe with a
dredged waterway, it mght invite other ships, but

they may not be too willing to come with LNG
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t ankers over here.

Now, sone people say to the people that

are against the LNG it's NIMBY-ism not in ny

backyar d.
backyar d.

Vll, | don't want it in anyone's

The last thing I'd like to say, where is

the benefit to us over here. Wat is the benefit?

| can't believe the unbelievable expense it wll

cost to dredge that harbor. Wat is the benefit

to Hess?

here?

much.

It must be huge, and why do they want it

Thank you very nuch

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very

Qur next speaker, Gus SSUHE-S-ON

(sic), followed by Brian Pearson.

| appr eci

GUS SUNESON: The nane is Gus Suneson.
ate your--

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
GUS SUNESON: |I'mjust a citizen. It's

nice to follow our political |eaders, scientists,

| awyers,

environmentalists. |'mjust a sal esnan.

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

79

See, | believe things can get done.
Wien | |l ook up at the head table, | see
the Arny. | see how things get done. This city

used to be known as the can-do city. Now, all
hear is it can't be done, we can't do this and we
can't do that, the snail is this, and this will be
affected by it. | don't believe it.

We have a harbor. Al our lives, we
tal ked about a harbor. | believe in shipping.
believe in the traffic of sea traffic. | envision
a city wwth conmercialismbeing the paranount
i ssue where jobs are created and fam |lies can grow
and flourish, not an area of negativity and fear.

We have our Arny battling tourists
around the world, and yet we tal k about tourists
visiting Fall River, scaring our popul ation,
unreal istic outcries.

Thi s harbor should be dredged. It is a
huge, huge natural asset. Sea traffic is
i nportant, and when you opened up -- is it Col onel
or Major?

LT. COL. NELSON: Col onel.

GUS SUNESON:  Col onel . You tal ked about

t he needs of the nation. You serve in the Arny.
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You do serve the nation, and energy supplies do
serve the nation. W heat our hones, we fire up
our plants. W do all those things with energy,
and yet, today, the eneny is the energy industry.
VWy? Way is that?

We | ook for people in |eadership to
protect us, and |I'm convinced that that can be
done rather easily, and personal situations

shoul dn't be dictated by fear and fear nongering

slogans. |, personally, think this is a wonderful
idea. I1'mnot affiliated with Hess. |'ve never
been down there. | don't even know t hese peopl e,

but I do know what this nation needs.

It needs people who have a can-do
phi |l osophy like our city used to be. Maybe the
slogan is can't do any nore, but we can do it.
Thi s harbor can be dredged safely. The
envi ronnment al concerns can be handl ed. Energy
supplies can be reached. This facility can be
safe and will be safe, and to let negativity enter
into this picture as if they are the big bad wol f,
and we are all going to be victins of this
i ndustry, to me, is very, very disheartening.

So, welcone to Fall River, the forner
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city that used to be can-do. So |I hope when you
realize that everyone in this city is not against
this project, I'mjust a salesman, and |'m
delighted to be able to work in the field of
sales, just like you as engineers. Your job is to

get the job done, and | hope the job does get

done.
Thank you.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Qur next speaker is Brian Pearson, who
will be followed by Ronal d Thonas.

BRI AN PEARSON. (Good evening, ny nane is
Brian Pearson, and | was born and brought up in
Fall River, and |I'mrepresenting nyself.

The issue before us this evening is a
two-sided i ssue. On one side, we have Waver's
Cove Energy wanting to build an LNG facility that
woul d be located in a densely popul ated area. The
dredging they plan to do will destroy and di srupt
t he spawni ng ground for several inportant species
of fish.

It will have tremendous negative inpact
on the | ocal waterways. Recreational boating and

recreational fishing will suffer not only through
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the dredging period, but also during the transit
of the LNG tankers.

O her species, such as osprey, eagles
and various gulls, will be inpacted. Most
inportantly, Weaver's Cove intends to negatively
i npact thousands of human bei ngs from Newport to
Fall River.

On the other side is the uniqueness of
t he Taunton River, Munt Hope Bay and Narragansett
Bay. These three waterways are ecol ogi cal gens.
They are team ng with an abundant anount of
aquatic life. W have fish, shellfish, sea birds
and other animals that call this area hone.

If we allow the sea floor to be ripped
and raped by Waver's Cove, we will |ose a unique
aquatic habitat. 1Is the Arny Corps of ENgi neers
willing toroll the dice and hope everything wll
be done perfectly by a huge noney hungry
cor poration?

What is unique about Weaver's Cove LNG
termnal site? Wat is unique about it? Are we
all foolish enough to believe that, if they do not
site an LNG term nal at Waver's Cover, that there

is no other location in all of New Engl and? How
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can an LNG term nal that can be sited in a nore
suitable area be allowed to destroy a uni que
ecol ogi cal environnment ?

O her corporations have al ready shown an
interest in offshore termnals. Canada has
several conpanies, not only willing to build LNG
termnals, but they wish to extend existing
pi pelines to New Engl and and New York

Tonight, | respectfully ask that the
Arny Corps of Engineers take into account the
damage that will affect the abundant wildlife
al ong the uni que waterways from Newport to Fal
River. Once we allow Waver's Cove to destroy the
waterways in this area, we wll never be able to
recl ai mwhat we | ost.

The key word to remenber is "unique."

An LNG termnal is not unique. Wen it is |long
out of service, 20 or 30 years from now, the
people in this area will still suffer fromthe
destruction it brought. Please, do not allow a
security hazard, an ecol ogical hazard and a public
safety hazard to be built al ong these waterways.

Just recently, we've been told over the

| ast two years that the security on this type of
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vessel coming in will be imense, that there's two
mles in front, one mle back, and | don't know
how many feet on the side, you can't get close to
t hese ships, don't worry about it.

But just recently, one of the top
officers for Weaver's Cove told a Newport
newspaper, | believe, | think it was in Newport,
that there's no worry, he sails his ship, alittle
sai |l boat, up in Boston Harbor, and he's able to
hit, if he wanted to, the side of one of these LNG
tankers with a baseball. Well, that nakes ne fee
really good, that he can get that close to an LNG
t anker in Boston.

Plus, | heard the | ast speaker say
you're with the Army. | think one of your prine
duties is the protection of public safety of the
i ndi vidual s here tonight and the people that live
al ong this waterway.

(Appl ause.)

BRI AN PEARSON:. And just to close, we
ask you to deny Weaver's Cove Energy any and al
permts. Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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The next speaker, Ronald Thomas fol |l owed
by Norman Parent.

RONALD THOVAS: (Good evening. M nane
is Ronald Thomas. |'ma nenber of the Coalition
Against the Siting of LNG and |I'm speaking for
mysel f now.

|'ve done a little thinking about ny
famly and ny nei ghbors and stuff. | nmean, we
live, you know, a little nore than a quarter of a
mle away fromthis proposed facility, and we're
tal king a tank, okay, that will hold 2,000 cubic
neters of LNG Ckay?

Now, the tanker, itself, only holds
145,000. What's the reason for this? They want
that safety factor in there just to nmake sure they
don't run out, but what about the hunman bei ngs
safety that live in the nei ghborhoods and stuff?

| mean, here they're tal king of 100
trucks per day potential, of taking this LNG and
putting it into the roadways. Wat happens to al
t he nei ghbor hood people that live in that area?
Are they going to be able to get out of their
dri veways? Are they going to be able to access

t he hi ghways and stuff while these LNG tankers are
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pulling in and out? And we're talking 24 hours a
day that these trucks will be hauling in and out.

| nmean, there's sonmething wong with
this picture. | don't think enough thought has
been put into the ecological effect that this is
going to have. You know, we're talking real risk
here. It's not sonething that, you know, we're
trying to reach out of the sky for and say, yeah,
what if. A potential is there.

| nmean, this is something we cannot |ive
with, and as far as |I'm concerned, the bottom
line, their profit margin is not worth anybody's
life. GCkay? O to even inpose upon the people in
t hat area.

Thank you very much

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very nuch

Next speaker, Norman Parent foll owed by
Joseph Cal | ahan.

NORMAN PARENT: First of all, | would
like to take this opportunity to thank you very
much for allowing ne to speak here this evening.

My name is Norm Parent. |'ve lived nost of ny

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o b~ w N

N RN N NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N b O O 00 N O O B W N —» O

87
life on the banks of or close to the Taunton
River, both, in Fall River and Sonerset.

As a young boy, the shore was ny yard
because ny hone was a boat house | ocated just
south of the proposed term nal, Waver's Cove LNG
Termnal. | renmenber very well how dirty the
wat er was and the pollution on the shore.

Now, as an adult, | live in Sonerset,
just north and across the river fromthe proposed
terminal. M famly wal ks, runs, bikes, canoes
and kayaks on and along the river enjoying its
beauty.

Presently, the river has cleaned up
significantly with all the work that has been done
to do so through the years. |, personally, fee
t hat Weaver's Cove absolutely cannot be given a
permt to dredge our river because of the
contam nants that are presently undi sturbed on the
river bottom This would cause the water to be
greatly degraded with contam nants suspended
within the tidal flow

Even if the heavy netals and pollutants
settled, the continuation of tankers with their

huge tugs and enornous prop wash will stir it up
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and resuspend all of the disturbed sedi nent over
and over again. Never will the waters of the
Taunton River be clean and cl ear again.

The city of Fall River has been forced
by the courts to redesign their sewage system and
elimnate stormwater outflows that are presently
connected to the river, all for its protection,
costing mllions and mllions of dollars.

How il |l ogical or hypocritical would this
be to grant this permt for Waver's Cove to
dredge and ruin our river, undoing all that |'ve
personally witnessed in nmy 43 years that has been
so successful in cleaning up and inproving our
beauti ful Taunton River?

| thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very nuch

Next speaker, Joseph Call ahan who w | |
be foll owed by Cecile Scofield.

JOSEPH CALLAHAN: Hello. M nane is Joe
Cal | ahan, and | amon the Board of Directors for
t he Taunton River Watershed Alliance, or TRM

|"m here today to express our firmopposition to
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t he proposed Weaver's Cove Energy LNG Terminal in
Fall River.

TRWA is an alliance of concerned
citizens, businesses and organi zati ons who are
dedicated to protecting and restoring the Taunton
Ri ver watershed, its tributaries, wetlands, flood
pl ains, river and | ake corridors and wildlife.

The Taunton River watershed enconpasses
all or part of 38 communities in Southeastern
Massachusetts and provi des the essential resource
for drinking water, aquifers, flood storage areas
and significant fish and wildlife habitat.

The Taunton River nost recently has been
nom nat ed for congressional distinction as a
national wild and scenic river, a distinction well
deserved on the basis of several identified
out standi ng characteristics, including its
extensive estuary resources, fisheries, habitat
and recreational opportunities and scenic beauty.

Wl d and sceni c designation would
officially recognize the Taunton R ver as a river
of national significance.

The Weaver's Cove Energy LNG Project, if

allowed to go through as proposed, woul d cause
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likely irreparable harmto the regional efforts to
gain that wild and scenic river distinction.

The Taunton River estuary is a
remar kably healthy and in tact ecosystemthat
provides a nursery habitat for juvenile fish and
shellfish and is a habitat for anadronmous fish who
spend their adult lives in the ocean, but mgrate
up the river periodically in order to spawn.

It is an essential fish habitat for 14
species of fish and wildlife. Abundant fish in
the estuary include Atlantic silversides, Atlantic
menhaden, w nter flounder, w ndowpane fl ounder,
weakfish, striped bass and river herring.
Docunented fish also include the American eel, the
Aneri can shad, rainbow snelt and the extrenely
rare Atlantic sturgeon.

The extensive dredging of up to 2.6
mllion cubic yards of sedinment from 191 acres of
river bottom that coupled with the planned
withdrawal s of 32 mllion gallons of river water
for testing and up to 980 mllion gallons of river
wat er per year for ship ballasting will have
devastating and nost likely long termeffects on

the fish and shellfish of the Taunton Ri ver
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estuary, and thus, the fisheries of the upper
Taunton River and its tributaries as well.

In addition, the LNG project wll
prevent recreational boaters from boating and
fishing within, at |least, 3,000 feet, the zone of
security, for up to 24 hours every tinme a ship
conmes into the termnal, which is, at least, 50 to
70 tinmes a year for now.

| wanted to make this, well, | have to
make this testinony brief, but there are a |ot of
i ssues that can be argued why this project should
not go through. First and forenost, the |ocation
so far inland, close to residential areas, is
extrenely and logically wong. There are much
better suitable |ocations. Because it is |less
expensive than other alternatives is not an
argunment to offset the cost to the environnental
and recreational values of the river and to public
safety.

A Second Suppl enent Draft Environnental
| npact Report has been prepared by the opponent,
or should | say FERC, and they still have not
present ed substantial evidence to support

requested limts on tinme of year restrictions for
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dr edgi ng.

And we request dredging be restricted to
a Novenber 1st through January 15th wi ndow, in
accordance wth Corps regul ations or real
geot echni cal data to support open cut trenching
versus horizontal directional drilling.

And we request geotechnical boring to
determ ne suitability and use of an open-bucket
dredge in the turning basin, we request, using an
envi ronnmental , or cl osed-bucket, dredge in the
turning basin or thoroughly address accumnul ative
i npacts to aquatic resources issue, which really
means to eval uate other sources |ike Brayton
Poi nt, Manchester Street Station, in addition to
the inmpacts fromdredgi ng, hydrostatic testing
vessel operations on an already stressed narine
fisheries popul ation.

Let's go forward, not backwards, wth
our thinking in regards to the Taunton River. It
IS a unique asset deserving of the status of wld
and scenic. TRWA respectfully requests denial of
all dredging permits for this project.

Thank you for the opportunity to

comment .
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(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Cecile Scofield foll owed
by Jeanne Azar Padill a.

CECI LE SCOFI ELD: WMay | approach? |
have a photograph. Good evening. M nane is
Cecile Scofield. |I'mhere representing nyself and
my famly.

A productive and ecol ogically inportant
area, the Munt Hope, Narragansett Bay watershed,
covers 112 square mles enconpassing all or part
of eight municipalities, the Taunton Ri ver
wat ershed, five smaller rivers and numerous | akes,
i ncluding the North WAt uppa Reservoir that
supplies drinking water to the 100,000 residents
of the city of Fall River.

The Narragansett Bay estuary was
designated as an estuary of national significance
by the EPA in 1987. The proposed dredge channel
and turning basin would permanently inpact 191
acres of river bottom including 144 acres of
shal | ow habitat specifically identified as
spawni ng beds for wi nter flounder.

Dredging stirs up sedinents on the river
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bed and resuspends dirt particles creating a
bl anket of silt on the downstreamriver bed
killing native plants and animals. In this case,
the sedinent is inpacted by oil and other
hazardous materials, including netals, polycyclic
aromati ¢ hydrocarbons and pol ychl ori nat ed
bi phenyl s, PCBs.

The DEIS failed to identify and assess
potential environmental inpacts fromthe proposed
dr edgi ng and dredge di sposal. Speaki ng about
di sposing of 2.6 to 3.1 mllion cubic yards of
dredge spoils, does anyone renenber the garbage
barge? Can anyone possibly predict or know what
the environnental inpact will be fromthe proposed
dr edgi ng depth of 37 feet bel ow the nean | ower
wat er | evel ?

Salt marshes in this designated port
area protect marine fisheries, storm damage
prevention and flood control, as well as
groundwat er supply, prevention of pollution and
protection of wildlife habitat.

Wet | and regul ations protect salt marshes
and coastal dunes against any alteration or

adverse inpacts fromconstruction rel ated
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activities. To think that dredging 2.6 to 3.1
mllion cubic yards of contam nated sedi nent from
the river bottomwould not result in any serious
adverse environnental inpact is really a
no- br ai ner.

Ariver's reaction to dredging is to
fill the hole. Sand or dirt near bridge supports,
wat er intakes or other structures upstream from
the dredge site begin to erode near or under these
structures causing danage that is costly to
repair, and repairs are usually paid for by our
tax dollars.

The proposed LNG site is a listed
contam nated site under MEC 21E and is regul ated
under MCP 310 CRM 40, forner Shell term na
rel ease tracki ng nunber 4-0749.

A conprehensi ve response action
consisting of a recovery system designed to
prevent nonacreous phase liquid frommgrating
into the river and, ultimately, to facilitate NAPL
recovery is currently being operated at the site.
Pursuant to 310 CMR 40. 0021, no person shal
tanmper with, alter, destroy, disturb or otherw se

unlawfully interfere with any response acti on,
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including, but not limted to any recovery or
control nechani smor systemor any nonitoring
devi ce required pursuant to MALC 21E and 310 CWR
40.

| f dredgi ng causes danmage to the ongoi ng
environmental renedi ation at the Waver's Cote
site, | sincerely hope that the city of Fall River
woul d use all |egal nmeans avail abl e, including
garnering assistance fromthe Massachusetts
Attorney Ceneral to ensure that violators of 310
CVR 40. 0021 are prosecuted to the fullest extent
of the | aw.

Dredging of this nmagnitude would require
a Chapter 91 license permt fromthe DEP Waterways
Program whi ch woul d require approval fromthe city
of Fall River's Planning and Zoni ng Boards prior
to a licensing being issued.

Since the city of Fall River would never
approve such a license, today's hearing just m ght
be a noot point. The health and future of
Nar ragansett Bay relies on a robust and
environnental |y protected Taunton River, and Munt
Hope Bay is too fragile to sustain |ong and short

terminpacts on fish habitat that woul d be
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permanent |y destroyed by such massive dredgi ng.

The true fact about this LNG proposal is
t hat the proponents are choosing to ignore and
distort the true environnental facts. To trave
back in tinme, take a ride up to the nouth of the
Taunton River at high tide. | prom se you, you
w Il see and experience beauty, peace and
tranquility beyond your wildest imagination.

Pl ease, help us to save our river and
the quality of life we have cone to know, enjoy
and appreciate living on the shores of Munt Hope
Bay.

In closing, rivers are alive and react
to, both, acts of nature and man. VWhile we are at
the nercy of acts of nature, acts of man that hurt
our environment are done deliberately and by
choice, and only man can stop the insanity of the
proposed LNG site on the banks of our beautiful
Taunt on River

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Thank you, na'am

Next speaker, Jeanne Azar Padilla

foll owed by David Frederick.
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JEANNE AZAR PADI LLA: Good evening. |'m
Jeanne Azar Padilla. That was quite an enoti onal
endi ng and beautiful. Thank you very mnuch.

Begi nning with Mayor Lanbert, it is
obvious to nme that | have little know edge of the
details regarding all the LNG issues. | praise
and respect his ability and passionate efforts,
along with all of you who care enough to be here,

i ncl udi ng our environnmental activists.

While listening to a local radio station
today, | heard this was happening tonight, and |
was told, go and speak, stop being at hone and
listening and tal ki ng about how you really feel,
go and do sonething and say sonet hi ng.

So |I'm Jeanne Azar Padilla. | was born
and raised in Fall River and just turned a half a
century. M 89 year old parents, who were brought
here by Lebanese inmgrants, reared ne in this
safe city where | knew all ny neighbors, felt
safe, confortable and so happy to call Fall River
nmy hone.

Not only a lifetime resident, | have
pursued the American dream by opening a business

in Fall River on its waterfront. In 1994, and
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against all odds, | opened ny dreamrestaurant in
Battl eship Cove. It's been 11 years of struggle,
and | amproud to say that the Water Street Cafe
is alive and well, although the challenges in this
i ndustry brew day to day.

Hopeful for ny future, | begged and
borrowed to survive and bought the buil ding that
we were in, in hopes that sone day |I'd be able to
retire, and happy to be a part of our waterfront
nei ghbor hood, we strive to pronote the arts and
tourismin order to survive. |It's been difficult.
Fall River's waterfront needs all the help we can
get to expand our tourism

Qur future depends on nore tourism nore
incentive, nore boaters and cruise ships. People
| "ve brought to the table, and custoners have
asked nme for years how and when they can bring
their boats up to the waterfront to conme enjoy
what we have to offer. Eleven years | have
struggl ed and worked 80 hours a week to build what
| have and what |'ve shared with this city.

Sinmply put, nore business and nore
success for Fall River will happen if the

wat erfront expands and beconmes what it needs to
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be. W felt our future was bright with better
days ahead. Unfortunately, LNG if permtted,
wi |l destroy the balance of the thriving
wat erfront community and cause multiple business
failures, which will be a huge inpact on Fal
Ri ver's econony.

VWhile listening to what the wonman after
Mayor Lanmbert had to say tonight, she's an expert,
she's a pro. She guarantees the waterfront wl|
die. That scares ne. | have worked ny whole life
to fulfill this dream |[|'ve stayed in this city
when so many ot hers have noved off. So many of ny
friends have left, and |I've always said, |I'm proud
to be in this city.

| am proud to have Fall River as ny
heritage that ny grandparents began with ny
famly. | want my nieces and nephews and ny
friends and their children to stay in this city,
but if the waterfront is affected by this, and we
know by the professionals, by the pros, that it
will be, that's it for me. Everything I've worked
for is done.

And this exanple is only regarding ny

busi ness and t he businesses in Battl eship Cove,
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the Battl eship Massachusetts, which is all about
tourism Wo's going to let their Boy Scouts cone
wal k around, which is their main draw, who's goi ng
to want to come tour Fall River with this LNG
proposal happeni ng?

What about the proud hone ownership in
Fall River? | own a hone in Fall River. Since
we' ve heard those letters LNG |'ve spotted
multiple Fall River hones for sale. | drive up
and down t he nei ghborhoods and see for sale, for
sale, for sale, for sale, and the val ues going
down al r eady.

My busi ness and ny hone coul d be added
to that list. The LNG proposal goes far beyond
the not in ny backyard nentality. W wll |ose
our businesses and watch our residents |eave the
city. M parents raised ne to be a proud citizen
of this city and of our country.

You represent our country. Understand
how we feel in this city. Don't nake our dreans
becone the inpossible dream How would you feel
if you lived in this city tonight?

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

Next speaker, David Frederick followed
by Joseph Carval ho.

DAVI D FREDERI CK:  Good eveni ng.

Li eutenant Colonel, 1'd like to congratul ate you
on your pronotion. | believe the last tine | saw
you, you were a Major.

Regardi ng the diking systens that are
used for single wall containnment, their function
is to capture the LNGif the tank were to | eak.
The fl amuabl e vapor exclusion zone would roil out
of the dike, and the thermal exclusion zone would
be based on a flanme the size of the footprint of
the di king system The full contai nment systens
of fer neither of these.

When you consider the tankers coni ng
down the river, they're also offered neither a
t hermal excl usion zone or a flammabl e vapor
exclusion zone. As a matter of fact, they're
i nversely proportionately protected from marine
rel eases, which are correspondingly |arger event,
request for rule making appending with the Coast
GQuard for thermal exclusion zones and fl ammbl e

vapor exclusion zones.
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I"d like to quote fromAdmral G| nore
in his statenent to the Subconm ttee on Energy
Policy, Natural Resources and Regul atory Affairs,
the Conmttee and Governnent Reform the House of
Represent ati ves:

"It is inportant to note that all the
work in this area of science is theoretical, as
| arge scal e marine rel eases of LNG has not
occurred in the history of the industry;
therefore, the Coast Guard is focusing on
detrinment neasures.”

I'"d also like to quote froma
presentation to the TRB Marine Board by Donal d
Juckett, PhD, forner Director of the Ofice of
Pet rol eum and Natural Gas Inport and Export with
the U S. Departnent of Energy:

In his summary of the concl usions from
the LI oyds Report, he says that, "If contai nnent
| oss shoul d occur under specific conditions,
holing may not be visible.”" That's HOL-1-NG
| see no other reference to that phrase in any of
ny research on LNG | try to stay pretty up on
t hese things.

"1l also be submitting a sunmary from
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t he Sandi a National Laboratories on Guidance on
Ri sk Anal ysis and Safety Inplications of Large
Liquified Natural Gas Spills over Water where they
mention fire whirls increasing the hazard. Again,
fire whirls, | see no reference to that in any
other literature.

Sandi a al so nmentions, in the Sandia
report, that turbul ence increases the potenti al
for explosions. | don't know if they expect it to
be a calmevent if something were to happen. They
al so nention, on Page 153, "the deflagration to
detonation transition.” In mlitary parlance,
that's a fuel air explosion.

Anmerican Institute of Chem cal Engi neers
and the Center for Chemical Process Safety
Comm ssion DNV, who released a report entitled
Consequence of Marine Incidents for LNG in the
report, they thank Sandia several tinmes for their
assistance. | would like to nention that, in
their conclusions, they nention the uncertainty
i nvol ved in these sciences.

I n Sandi a, we have rapid phase
transitions that deflagration to detonation,

holing, flanme whirls, things that we're not very
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famliar wth.

And | would like to go to the Arny Corps
of Engi neers Cuidelines for Ri sk and Uncertainty
Anal ysis in Water Resource Pl anni ng quoti ng,
"Qutconme uncertainty is perhaps the nost serious
type of uncertainty. At one extreme of outcone
uncertainty, we are at a conplete |loss as to say
what will happen either about the pathways of
failure or the outcone.”

For exanpl e, what woul d be the
ecol ogi cal, social and econom c outcone of a
collision between a liquified natural gas vessel
and a super tanker |oaded with oil? Al though a
reasonably credi ble series of studies based on
hypot heti cal scenari os can be acconplished to
bound the problem perhaps the nbst honest answer
is we sinply don't know with any reasonabl e | evel
of accuracy.

What's called for here are | arge scale
test, and | woul d suggest that, if such large
scale test were to be perforned, that the fuel
| oad of a city and fire storns be considered in
t hat anal ysi s.

Thank you.
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(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Joseph Carval ho fol | owed
by John Tor gan.

JOSEPH CARVALHO  Good evening. M nane
Is Joe Carval ho. [|I'mthe President of the
Coalition for Responsible Siting of LNG
facilities, which is a grass roots organization
that was instituted to stop this horrific project
fromcomng into our conmunities.

W have nearly 13,000 signatures on
petitions in opposition to this project from
signed by people from D ghton, Mssachusetts, to
Newport, Rhode Island. W also have two new
menbers that | want to touch on because, as | was
outside earlier this afternoon, two students from
this high school cane up to ne and said, we want
one of those signs, where can | get one of those
"No LNG' signs? And one of themsaid, |I've wanted
to wite a letter to the editor in opposition to
this project.

So while you have fifty-ish people Iike
nyself, we also have the future of this conmunity

speaking out. At two other separate events, we've
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had scores of students from Bristol Comrunity
Col | ege, just down the road fromthis high school
in opposition to this project. There's w despread
opposition, and I would only say that any decent
corporation that really cared about the community
that it was about to enter would acquiesce to the
w shes of that community and | eave, not press
t hensel ves on a comunity that doesn't want them

Do the right thing. Be really good
corporate citizens, as happened in Mbbile,

Al abama, Harpswell, Miine, Vallejo, California,
Exxon Mobil. Exxon Mbil, that giant energy
corporation, turned away from Mobil e, Al abama,
because of the public opposition to siting a
term nal there.

But no, | guess we don't have really
responsi bl e corporations in our mdst. Wat we
have is opportunistic profiteers, that's who we
have, who see | oads of noney to be nade at the
expense of a community and an environnent,
especially, a river whose very exi stence has been
brought back to sone senbl ance of beauty again,
and the future | ooks very good for it, very good

for the Taunton R ver and Munt Hope Bay.
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But instead, we have LNG Waver's Cove,
Hess LNG trying to shove a project down a
comunity's throat that doesn't want it, not just
because it doesn't want it in its neighborhood,
but because it doesn't make any sense
econom cal ly, securityw se, safetyw se and
environnment al | y.

When you consider that two governors,
two attorneys general, both state congressional
del egations fromthe areas affected, every state
representative fromFall River and Sonerset down
to Newport, every town council has voiced its
opposition to this, but no, never mind that. W
see excessive profits to be nade here, and we want
to come here. Public be dammed. That's the logic
her e.

W al so have a bridge, an old Brightman
Street Bridge, that's going to stay up, excuse the
expression, come hell or high water really, and
really should put the death knell on this project.

So there's a part of ne that wonders why
we're even here. You know, earlier | had kind of
t hought that | was going to respectfully request

that these hearings be closed, truly, since the
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Hess/ Weaver's Cove project is no | onger possible
as originally proposed, and therefore, we are here
on a very cold wi nter evening during the holiday
season wasting our tine an d taxpayer dollars.

The WIld and Scenic Rivers Act prevents
t he Hess/ Waver's Cover project from proceedi ng.
Retention of the Brightman Street Bridge prevents
ships fromreaching the i nappropriate site that
t he Hess/ Waver's Cove principals unw sely chose.
Hess/ Waver's Cove's ill-conceived proposal is
dead on arrival. Dredging of the Taunton Ri ver
and Mount Hope Bay is therefore, noot.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, John Torgan who wi |l be
foll owed by M chael M ozza.

JOHN TORGAN: Thank you very nuch.

"' mJohn Torgan with Save the Bay. Save
the Bay appreciates the opportunity to provide
comments on the dredgi ng and dredge sedi nent
di sposal aspect of this. Save the Bay is
Sout heastern New Engl and's | argest nonprofit

envi ronnment al organi zati on.
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The |l ocation of this proposed project at
the mouth of the Taunton River estuary in Munt
Hope Bay is anong the nost ecol ogically inportant
and val uabl e habitats in the entire Narragansett
Bay wat er shed.

The Arny Corps deserves credit for
giving the public an opportunity to be heard on
this critical issue. Unfortunately, both, the
FERC and t he applicant have been unresponsive to
t he concerns of environnental groups and, clearly,
do not value the interest of Massachusetts, Rhode
Island or the other state and federal resource
agenci es.

Per haps by denying these 404 and 103
permts, they'll listen to the Corps, but at this
poi nt, we don't know.

Apparently, Waver's Cove officials are
pl anning to revise and resubmt this application
for an LNG facility, despite the fact that the
preservation of the Brightman Street Bridge makes
the project as described in the FEIS we're here
comenting on no viable, and as other speakers
have said, to proceed with the study and

consideration of a project we know not to be
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viable is an astounding waste of tinme and taxpayer
resources, and | don't know if the Corps staff
feels the sanme way that the speakers feel tonight
on that.

As stated in prior comrents and
testinony, Save the Bay believes that this project
woul d result in unacceptable, severe and pernmanent
i npacts to the Taunton River and Munt Hope Bay.

Those of you on the panel, |'ve been
testifying on dredgi ng projects now for nore than
a decade before you. This is the worst dredging
project |'ve ever seen. The inpacts would be
direct result of the dredging and dredge di sposal
conponents of this project. W disagree with the
conclusions of the FERC staff in the EIS that it's
designed its proposal to nmitigate nost of the
adverse inpacts and has devel oped specific
m tigati on nmeasures.

In fact, this project would cause
permanent and irreversible loss of critical
habitat. It would inpact the mgratory and
spawni ng ecol ogy of marine species, and nmtigation
i ncludes nothing to offset these | osses of public

trust resources. The mitigation referred to in

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o A~ W DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0O N O O N~ W N P O

112
the presentation tonight and in the EIS allows a
net | oss of subnerged and wetl and habitat,
i ncl udi ng spawni ng habitat for locally depressed
popul ations of winter flounder and tautog and
quahogs.

The project offers clear environnent
econom c benefits to the private applicant, but no
publ i c conpensation, no environnental restoration.
Si mply observi ng dredgi ng wi ndows does not
constitute mtigation and will not adequately
protect marine species in the Taunton River, al
of which will have to pass through the inpacted
areas, not only during project construction, but
permanently thereafter.

Conparing this project to the Providence
Ri ver project is totally inappropriate. | was on
the conmttee for the Providence River project and
on three governor's conm ssions working closely
with the Corps on that. That was very different.
That was a mai ntenance project for an existing
federal ly designated channel. The Providence
Ri ver project was for an expressly public purpose,
and the disposal strategy was devel oped

specifically to address the probl ens caused by
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shoaling in that channel

Weaver's Cove is a private project that
I s perform ng deepening and new dredging to create
a turning base in the area of the Taunton Ri ver so
a sole beneficiary, the applicant.

The vessel channel that exists north of
the bridge, of the Braga Bridge, would not be
dredged if not for this applicant. Characteri zing
that as public navigational safety benefit is
m sl eading since it will increase tank vessel
traffic in an area that presently experiences
little comrercial vessel traffic.

Dredging will allow nore and | arger
vessels to cone up the Taunton increasing risk of
collisions and other marine casualti es.

If there is a lesson to the Corps from
t he Providence River project, it should be that
Narragansett Bay and its tributaries are highly
val ued by Rhode |sland and Massachusetts and that
these states are willing to pay nore and wait
| onger for environnentally sound dredgi ng.

The | esson shoul d not be just observe
wi ndows, and there will be no inpact. Rather, it

shoul d be anything that's bad for Narragansett Bay
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IS a non-starter.

The concl usion that inplenmentation of
these mtigation recommendations in the EISis
just incorrect. How does avoi ding dredging during
peak spawning period mtigate pernmanent |oss of
spawni ng, nursery and foragi ng habitat?

In fact, creating this deep channel and
turning basin will conpound and exacerbate
exi sting | ow dissol ved oxygen conditions in the
river. It will likely lead to chronic hypoxia in
the bottomwaters. Presently, these shallows are
typically not hypoxic, but recent studies confirm
and 1'll give you the cites, that hypoxic and
anoxi ¢ conditions do exist seasonally in the
dredged channel in Munt Hope Bay and the | ower
Taunton River.

Deepening it in the turning basin has a
hi gh |i kel i hood of causing these | ow oxygen
conditions across the entire river in the vicinity
of the project forcing animals to swima narrow
gauntl et between two coal fired power plants,
Brayt on Point and Montaup and this LNG facility in
order to reach suitable habitat.

Il won't go into it, but Brayton Point
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has al ready had significant inpact on this. Fal
Ri ver CSCs, although they' ve done a |ot to address
sewer overflows, have significantly degraded water
quality, but these comrunities along the river,
the city of Fall River and Brayton Point are being
required to upgrade their operations to neet water
quality standards. This facility needs to be
considered in that cumul ati ve context, the
currul ative inpacts of it, in addition to the other
sources of pollution on the river.

This project is interfering with efforts
to designate the Taunton River as a national wld
and scenic river by making it a political process.
The wild and scenic process is a cul mnation of
over a decade of hard work by people in these
conmmuni ties who know the river and care about the
river, had nothing to do with LNG and we have
wor ked to support that.

W want to see that designation nove
forward, and this project threatens the very
designation. |If it's permtted, the construction
and operation of the facility will make it
difficult even to access the Taunton River by boat
in the vicinity of the project.
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In short, Save the Bay urges you to deny
these permts. This is not properly before you
now. W think the Corps does have the authority
and has the responsibility to deny these permts.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, M chael MI-0 Z-Z-A,
fol |l owed by John Keppel .

M CHAEL M QZZA: Good evening. M nane
is Mchael Mozza. |'mhere representing nyself
and ny lovely wife. MW wife Susan and | live
one-half mle fromthe proposed LNG facility.
Living so close, we both have a vested interest in
t he outconme of tonight's proceedings, as well as
the entire LNG siting process.

| profess | don't know a whol e | ot about
dredgi ng, other than what |'ve read, and | don't
know the intinmate details about how the dredging
contam nants will inpact the ecol ogy of the
Taunton River; however, | suspect, and we've
al ready heard toni ght many peopl e speak
intelligently and passionately about those very

i ssues.
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What | do know is that Weaver's Cove
Energy wants to dunp 2.5 cubic yards of dredged
contam nated material to an offshore site about 10
mles east of Block Island. M research on
dredgi ng activities suggests that even cl ean
sedi nent dunped at sea has an adverse
envi ronnment al i npact because the sedi nent snothers
what ever it settles on.

I f Weaver's Cove is allowed to dredge,
then it is ny understanding that there are
definite short terminpacts for the Taunton R ver
and the very distinct probability of long term
negative inpacts for such a project.

It also | ooks as if the dredgi ng project
solely benefits a private entity, Waver's Cove
Energy, and has no real public benefits of val ue.

While I |ack expertise in dredging
matters and environnental inpacts, | do have quite
a bit of experience in safety matters; however, |
do not intend to speak about safety here tonight.

What | do want to do is use ny tinme and
speak to the panel briefly about a matter that |
feel has been mssing fromthe start of this

entire LNG process, and that matter deals with the
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val ues of integrity and ethics.

Havi ng fol l owed the Weaver's Cove LNG
siting process for nearly two years, | amof the
opinion that the process has been tainted fromthe
very start. |'msure the panel has heard the |ine
fromthe play Ham et, by WIIiam Shakespeare, that
goes, "Sonething is rotten in the state of
Denmark." This line was used by Shakespeare to
describe a situation in which sonething was w ong
or corrupt.

Vell, | believe there's sonething rotten
i n Washi ngton, DC, and the stench of that
rottenness can be snelled all the way to Fal
Ri ver, Massachusetts.

Environnental |aws that guarantee us
clean air and water, protect us fromtoxic waste
and preserve our natural resources is our
birthright as Americans. These environnental |aws
are designed to benefit the living, and the
continuity in the enforcenment of these |aws offers
protection to future generations. On paper, these
environnmental laws are quite inpressive. In
reality, these laws are often ignored.

Anyone who's been involved in this
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di spute over this proposed LNG project during the
past two years has seen many exanpl es of
guestionable ethics, political interference in the
process and bl atant disregard for many of the
environnmental |laws that are on the books.

Most people affected by this project are
keenly aware that there would be | ess of an
environnmental inpact froman of fshore project than
there would be fromthis Waver's Cove project.

W al so know this is not a viable project for a
nunber of sounds reasons, many of which we heard
t oni ght.

The people of Fall River and Sonerset
can only hope that, at |east, one of the federal
agencies involved in this siting process wll
stand up and say there are better options, options
that mnimze the inpacts on the environnent and
options that clearly address the public health and
safety issues associated with this ill-conceived
proj ect.

W hope that the Arny Corps of Engineers
is finally that agency, an agency that wl|
denonstrate it is ethical and has integrity.

Menbers of the panel, you can denonstrate you
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possess these val ues by taking norally correct
action and denyi ng Weaver's Cove Energy a dredge
and di sposal permt.

Thank you for I|istening.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, John Keppel followed by
Ronald RRHE-A-U ME

JOHN KEPPEL: | want to thank the Arny
Corps of Engineers for holding this hearing nore
generally, and nore generally, the role that you
play in helping to provide a safe environnment, not
only for Southern New Engl and, but for the people
of the United States.

As with the neetings | have attended
with the EPA, MEPA, NMEPA, the Mass. Attorney
General's office and multiple state and federal
hearings, | ask for your integrity and honesty.

M chael and | didn't talk before this
hearing, and it's kind of ironic that there's a
theme here, but I would tell you that one year ago
this nmonth, there was a hearing by a federal
agency, and there are a |lot of people in this room

that could testify that there was | ess than
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candor, egregious |less than candor, in that
agency, and so | share with Mchael, and | share
with the other people the hope that the Arny Corps
of Engi neers, that you have the personal integrity
and honesty to deal with the issues that we have
to deal wth.

As a protector of the Anerican peopl e,
there are few agencies that have the
responsibility and authority that you do. You
have authority. Some agencies exist, but you have
authority here.

The people of this area have w tnessed
t he courage of other federal agencies regarding
this project, including the EPA, the Departnent of
the Interior, Coastal Zone Managenent, NOAA, the
Marine Fisheries and nore. All have stood up to
defend their respective charges agai nst corporate
pressure and politically appointed bias of FERC.

One of the preem nent argunents of Hess,
LNG and the LNG industry -- and I"'mgoing to talk
about people a little bit because |I believe people
are an integral part of the environnment, as well
as the other species that we co-habitate with --

Hess, LNG and the LNG i ndustry, itself, is the
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hi storical record of safety the LNG i ndustry has
had over the |ast 40 years.

One of the key things that is true about
history is that it does not predict the future.
teach history, and |'ve taught history for 33
years. It doesn't predict the future. It can act
as a guide, but not a predictor.

Hess' cl ai mignores Skikda, Algeria, in
whi ch 27 workers were killed in which nore
cat ast rophi ¢ consequence was not forthcom ng
because it was renptely sited. That's a thene
here. Accidents are defined as unforeseen
unfortunate circunstances. One cannot foresee
them fromhistory except to mtigate the potentia
of them Mst major catastrophic accidents are a
conbi nati on of events and human error

Three M| e Island, Chernobyl, the Exxon

Val dez oil spill, the sinking of the Titanic.
Even the massive gas fire in Texas |ast year was
exacerbated by state-of-the-art safety equi pnent
I n which a valve shut so fast when a probl em was
detected that the gas line burst, causing a fire
whi ch t ook days to put out.

The Sandia Study and the ABS Study are
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in agreement that, if an accident or terrorist
event does occur, the consequences could be
catastrophic. Both studies describe fire in which
thermal radiation could burn residents to death a
mle away or a vapor cloud that could spread as
much as two to three mles inland before igniting.

NATO, the North Atlantic Treaty
Organi zation, has identified LNG carriers in their
wat erways as potential terrorist targets, in part,
because of the expressed interest of terrorist
groups to attack high consequence targets rel ated
to energy infrastructure and popul ati on centers

G ven these facts, 1'd ask the Arny
Corps of Engineers to protect the people of
Massachusetts and Rhode |sland through preventive
action rather than reactive danage control of a
catastrophe. |It's not necessary to place either
the public or mlitary personnel at risk. The
commandant of the Coast Cuard has stated that it
coul d probably not stop a determ ned terrori st
fromattacking an LNG tanker. Wy give themthe
opportunity?

The real terrorist threat in the Hess

LNG project is Hess, itself. The potential of
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pl acing a 200, 000 cubic nmeter LNG facility on a 73
acre parcel, 1,200 feet fromthe nearest resident
Is athreat to the safety of the entire city of
Fall Ri ver and Sonerset.

The path through the Munt Hope and the
Narragansett Bays in which the tankers woul d
travel is unnecessarily put at risk. It's a form
of economic terrorismin which politically a
i nfluential corporation would know ngly endanger
t housands for noney.

|'ve been in the honmes of senior
citizens along the river, and they're afraid.
They're afraid. Seeing the fear in their eyes,
sitting in their living roomand having themtal k
to you, | amafraid, and the hope here, you're the
Arnmy. W were raised believing that we will be
defended by the Army. W can be defended w t hout
placing this tank here by renote siting, by siting
of f shore.

The only real way to protect the safety
of the public is to site LNG facilities renotely
as described in the Pipeline Safety Act of 1979,
or offshore. The Hess LNG Environnental | npact

St at enent does not adequately address alternative
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sites. Currently, there's even one relatively
recent one proposed two mles fromthe nearest
resident, a mle and a half from existing
underwat er gas |lines, outside the shipping | anes
and recessed in a stone quarry.

The people of this area are adamant in
their determnation to protect their safety. W
ask the Arny Corps of Engineers to stand up to
what ever economic or political adm nistrative
pressures and reject this project based on
envi ronnment al safety based i ssues which include
people. W ask you to defend the people of this
region and their right to a sense of safety.

Thank you very much for being here.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Ronald RRHE-A-U- ME
foll owed by Stephen dynes.

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. St ephen d ynes,
G L-Y-NE-S?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Donal d Church

DONALD CHURCH: Yes. Good eveni ng,
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| adi es and gentlenmen. | thank you very nuch for
your patience in listening to the rhetoric and the
causes and concerns of all the citizens.

However, | wouldn't want to get confused
bet ween theoretical problens and actual problens.
When they're saying that this project is strictly
for the benefit of Weaver's Cove, that's far, far
fromthe truth. This dredge channel will go by
Brayton Point. It will pass Borden and Rem ngton.
It will pass the state pier, and it will be off
Montaup Electric. Al of these facilities are
shipping facilities that desperately need deeper
wat er .

At the present tine, in an effort to
| essen the cost of electrical energy, Brayton
Point is buying coal from both, Col onbia and
Venezuel a in the | argest ships possible,
sel f-di scharging vessels, to try to cut down the
cost of their base product.

These ships are so |arge, so deep, they
can't get into Brayton Point, so the alternative
plan is to take them down into Long |Island Sound
where they discharge into barges. Then, they cone

back to Brayton Point to discharge.
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On any given day, you can probably see,
at | east, one barge anchored off Prudence waiting
for berth, sonetines as many as three. Those
barges are costing sonmewhere in the nei ghbor hood
of $20,000 a day that you, as a consuner, are
payi ng for because Brayton Point Channel, up to
Brayton Point, has never been dredged. For years,
it's silted in.

The sane thing with Montaup. Montaup
gets its product by very small ships, and it's
costing you, the consumer, a |ot of noney. |
woul d say if the general public were really
concerned about the cost of energy and where
you're going with it, there should be a revolt
that your public and civic | eaders have not
i nsi sted upon this channel being dredged 20 years
ago.

My background is that of a Marine pilot.
| was a guy who would go out and get aboard a ship
and safely guide it through the bridges to Fal
Ri ver and/or Providence. You hear the statenents
bei ng made about you're going to close down the
Bay.

Well, as a point of information, there
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are two products, to cargoes, that are very, very
simlar, and they come under the sane general
headi ng. They're call ed hazardous cargo, as al
pet rol eum products are when they're being
transported by water, and the cryogenic, which
nmeans they're reduced to a liquid froma gas
t hrough refrigeration.

|"ve piloted | don't know how nany,
many, many ships carrying LPG which is a
cryogeni ¢ product, to Providence under the
guidelines as set forth by the Coast Guard. There
has never been a collision of any type between a
smal | vessel and any conmercial vessel in
Narr agansett Bay or Mount Hope Bay. There has
never been an incident of any kind with an LPG
ship. It hasn't happened.

When you go worl dwi de, and you take a
| ook at the LNG record, all of the scenarios that
you're hearing are theoretical because there has
never been an incident. They can give you
I ncident after incident with petroleumcarriers.
They cannot give you an incident with LNG

| don't know the circunstances of it.

|"ve heard runors, and |'ve seen wite-ups when an
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LPG carrier at a dock, during the Iragi war, they
never said who, but sonebody fired two air to
surface mssiles into this thing, and the crew
cane out and patched up the holes, and they went
back for permanent repair. No fire, no hol ocaust,
not hi ng.

As far as econom c devel opnent is
concerned, when | first started piloting, they
were tal king then about renoving the Brightman
Street Bridge, and | thought that this would be a
wonder ful opportunity because the area above the
Brightman Street Bridge is pretty nuch a desol ate
area, and | thought that there was a possibility
you could have little shipyards, marinas, yacht
cl ubs and whatever el se up there.

To | eave that bridge in, that whol e area
up there will never be devel oped. You'll never
see anyt hi ng happen because all of your yachting
comunity has got to go down through the bridge.
You're going to double up the cost. You're going
to have a bridge tender on the Brightman Street
Bridge, you're going to have a bridge tender on
the new Brightman Street Bridge.

To have econom ¢ devel opnent in any
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area, you've got to have energy, and | don't care
what industry or what business you want to talk
about, you've got to have a stable cost of energy
and avai l abl e.

| think there's one point that we all
agree upon. You've got to have natural gas. You
can't get away without it. For those people who
are saying, well, go sonewhere el se, many of them
menti oned Canada, |'ll give you not theoretical,
"1l give you an exanpl e.

In the sixties, one of the seven
sisters, one of the very large oil conpanies,
wanted to build a refinery somewhere on the East
Coast where they could get in very |arge crude
carriers, and then disburse the refined product up
and down the East Coast.

They couldn't find one in this country.
They went to Canada. They built a refinery, they
built the docks, they built the storage facilities
under an agreenent wi th the Canadi an Gover nnent
that said that any oil that cane into Canada to be
refined for export is tax free. |If it canme into
Canada to be refined and sold in Canada, it would

be taxed. That lasted right up until the tine
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they were ready to start the refinery, and then it
was oh, wait a mnute, we've changed our m nd.

They changed their mnd to the point
where they gave up the refinery. They were no
| onger conpetitive in supplying product to the
East Coast. That refinery is at Point Tupper by
the Straits of Cancel

If you want to put your livelihood in
t he hands of the Canadi an Governnent, good | uck.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. T hank you, sir.

Qur next speaker, Nancy Fraze,
F-R-A-Z-E

And sir, |'ve been given notification by
our stenographer that he needs to take a break to
change tapes, so if we could go on break right
after the next speaker, it would be appreciated.
Thank you.

Nancy F-R-A-Z-E?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Joan Kasher ?

JOAN KASHER: 1'Il forfeit ny tine.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Lillian Gol dsm th?

LILLIAN GOLDSM TH: My nane is Lillian

APEX Reporting
(617) 426-3077




© 00 N oo o A~ W DN P

NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0O N O O N~ W N P O

132

Goldsmith. [I'"ma resident of Sonerset. | agree
Wi th nost everything that everybody said agai nst
t he LNG pr oposal

But one of the factors, it's great about
bei ng concerned with all of the environnental
factors, | agree with that, but the biggest
environnmental factor to ne is the human factor,
the effect on all of the humans that this wll
have, numnber one.

Nunber two, |'mnot going to go into a
| ot of detail. A lot of people here know nuch
nore than | do about the detail. | agree with the
gentl eman that said we should be can-do. | don't
agree with his conclusions. W should be can-do
on the fact that we should be concerned about our
environnment. This planet is the only thing we've
got left. W're not ready to go to Mars or
sonmepl ace el se, and the effect of everything that
we do creates a problemif it's negative on the
environment and, therefore, on us.

| have one question | would Iike to ask
you. W are in lraq to bring denocracy to the
world, to Iraq, and the president wants to do it

for the world, and we're spending a | ot of our
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beauti ful young |ives over there, over 2,000
who' ve died, plus all of those that have been
wounded, and a lot of our fortune. W' ve |ost
billions over there they can't even account for.
That's all in the nane of bringing denocracy to
I raq.

Way, in the process, do we have to
sacrifice ours? W don't have a right to have a
say in the things that will control our lives? W
shoul d have a right to our denocracy and not | ose

it.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

Ladi es and gentlenmen, we'll take a short
recess, 15 mnutes, and we'll start back up at

7:35 p.m Thank you.

(Wher eupon, a recess was taken.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Gentl enen, are we
ready? Okay. We're back. The next speaker,
David D onne foll owed by Roger Hood.

DAVID DIONNE: | was going to say |l
keep it short. Never mnd. |[|'mDavid D onne.

I"'ma citizen not of Fall River, but of Westport,
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and you fol ks may renmenber ne. About a year ago,
| chatted with you down the Cape, down, | think
In Harw chport, and |I'ma selectnman in Westport,
and that night, | was representing the Board of
Sel ectnmen at the Cape Wnd hearing, and |I'm here
tonight -- | was there a year ago in support of
Cape Wnd, and you folks are great listeners, |
m ght add, and |I'm here tonight to ask you to
refuse these permts to the Weaver's Cove group
and just to let you know that | don't think ny
positions are inconsistent.

Weaver's Cove is asking us to inport
nore foreign fuel, and when you burn fossil fuel,
you create nore greenhouse gas, and when | was
representing the Board of Sel ectnmen a year ago, ny
pitch was, and the Board of Sel ectnen's pitch was,
sinply this, that we are in a rapidly changing
envi ronment .

And in fact, the night we were down in
Harw chport, there was a mni hurricane going on,
and |'msure you drove through it, just like I
did, after the hearing, and you know, if you sit
i n on some conservation hearings these days, and

one of my, sonebody el se you're going to hear
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from fromFall River tonight is the conservation
agent, he'll tell you that when you design a
devel opnment today, the 100 year storm event
happens two tinmes or one tine a year now.

W are really truly seeing a dramatic
change in our environnent, so |'mhere to say that
not only is this dangerous and maybe, you know,
has -- not naybe, but represents a danger to the
| ocal environnent, this is also the wong
direction to go in.

The United States Governnent, the state
of Massachusetts and | ocal governnents shoul d al
be prioritizing conservation of energy. In your
openi ng remarks, you folks nentioned a flexible
energy mx, and truly, you get the greatest bang
for your buck from conservation of energy, not in
t he squandering of energy which is what is
pronoted often today by governnent at all |evels.

Renewabl es, |ike Cape Wnd, do not add
greenhouse gases to our environnment. Once they're
built, there is zero energy producer, and you know
what el se? They're bonbproof. You can't put
enough terrorist action on a wwind farmto nmake a

difference, and 1'll close with this. Whether you
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support the national effort in the Mddle East
today or not, we're spending, | don't know, $2
billion a nonth, or possibly nore. |[If you took
hal f of that, and you put sol ar panels on every
roof in New England, and you built w nd farnms, and
you put the noney into conservation, we woul dn't
be having this discussion about inporting any nore
foreign fuel at all

| really, you know, you fol ks represent
t he national governnent, and | hope you take this
nessage back, that even the gentleman who tal ked
about Brayton Point, we're tal king about coal from
Col onbi a, which is part of plan Col onbia, and I
don't want ny electricity that | use to be part of
that, so you know, we need to shift our focus.

Things i ke renewabl es, things |ike
conservation, that's where our National security
in the future lies. No nore incursions into
foreign countries. W need to produce our energy
in a sustainable way right here in the United
St at es.

Thank you very nuch

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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Next speaker, Roger Hood.

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Tom Souza?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Janes Sl attery?

JAMES SLATTERY: Good evening, all. MW
name is JimSlattery. |'ma resident of Fal
River, and | cane here tonight to grow and educate
nyself on the feelings and concerns in the
progression of this project.

| have a passion for the sea, and |'ve
been bl essed with ny career. 1've sailed out of
Fall River starting back in 1976, 15 years just
W th one conpany there. 1've sailed out of
Sakonnet Point, Sakonnet River, Wstport, Newport,
off the Tiverton Bridge at Manchester Seafood. |
probably figure |'ve probably transited
Narragansett Bay, | did the math while | was
sitting here, 750 to 1,000 tines.

|"ve worked fromthe grand banks of
Newf oundl and to Peru, the outer continental shelf,
Bl ake Pl ateau, the Bahanmas, Yucatan Peninsul a,
@ul f of Mexico. | love what | do.

On the other hand, |'ve changed ny
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career, and I'mnow in the marine industry, and
["mstill involved in Narragansett Bay,
ironically, again. |'ve been in Narragansett Bay
now for five years. | was involved with capping
the landfill in Newport with dredge materials from
Warwi ck and Greenwich. | was in the environnental
cl eanup of the naval base, Gould Island, the old
torpedo installation. | was involved with that,
and right now, currently, I aminvolved with the
construction of the Brightman Street Bridge. |
al so have interest with the dredgi ng project at
Brayton Point at this tine.

So it's kind of a m xed bag of feelings.
| love the Bay, but | think we do have a supply
problemw th energy. | also believe that it would
hel p economically in the area. | totally believe
that there's sone dredging that is necessary.

This sumer, | saw a ship going into
Mont aup that had grounded, so | just want to
continue to be abreast of this and watch it, and |
just wanted to give you a short, you know, conment
here on how | feel. |'mjust going to continue to
foll ow t hrough open-m nded, and |I just think it,

you know, it could, there's no reason, | don't
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think there's a problemw th this going either
way.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Lorne Law ess.

LORNE LAWLESS: Good evening, panel. |
see just about everybody |eft because they knew I
was goi ng to speak

Li eut enant Col onel Nel son, Christine and
Moderator Larry, | just want to say it's al nost
three years now. Three years ago, | was going to
nove to Sonmerset. | was |ooking at noving to
Sonerset, and | knew of the project. | knew that
this project was proposed. | even cane down, and
| looked at the site, and | said to myself,
there's no way, this is insanity to put an LNG
facility in a residential area.

The reason | said that, | think you were
on the Coast CGuard panel, | think you were,
Li eut enant Col onel, when | spoke, the reason |
said it was insanity to nyself, and I'd talked to
sonme people in the industry about the project
before | bought ny house in Sonerset, and the

reason | said it was insanity is because | had 17
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years in the oil industry.
| was an area supervisor of a hydrogen
pl ant, crude unit, an isomax, sour gas plant. |
just about worked every plant in the Irving
Refinery. The gentleman before said, 1960, we
were going torely on our oil. Well, far as |

know, the only refinery on the East Coast that

went out of business was conme by chance. |Irving
Ol is still supplying down to here, right down to
Bost on.

And let ne just hit a few points why I
think this is insanity. Nunber one, we haven't
had a large LNG facility sited in over 30 years in
a residential area. W can take out all the
terrorist threats we want. Let's just take that
out of the picture, but we do have human error

| have seen human error. | have seen it
on plants. It does happen. W do have equi pnent
failure. W just had the one in London. That's
an oil refinery. W're not tal king about LPG
The C-3 propane and G4 is taken out of LNG and
it's methane is very volatile product. No place
in the world do we bring in an LNG t anker under

three bridges, and we know, once it's here, CGod
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forbid, they shut down traffic. Al we need is a
threat. Traffic's going to be shut down.

We're going to dredge this Taunton River
for two years and mai ntenance dredge it every
ot her year because you're going to have that.

You' ve already heard the testinony that it is
going to destroy sone of the fish species. W
know it is. Not only that, with the tanker coni ng
in, wwth the security around it, two nmles ahead,
one nmile behind and a mle on each side, | don't
know how you're going to do that in the narrow
channel in the Taunton River, that is going to

di srupt the whole quality of life for everyone in
Sonmerset and all the Narragansett comrunities.

If we do get a breach in one of these
ships, it is possible -- |'mnot here, you know,
to add fear to people, but I do knowit could
happen, and you can see all the reports out there
that show, if it does happen, especially, bringing
it intothis river, we're going to have a | arge
problem We could have many |ives |ost.

And where is this all going to go? It's
going to go to the point that it's going to be --

if | look around here, I'd like to ask those in
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here, there's not many here now, | want those to
stand up that are against LNG Stand up.

When you get up tonorrow norning, | want
you to renenber one thing. | want you to put
these three letters in your mnd, and renenber
these day in and day out. It's called P-OP, pop,
and pop is profit over people. | can renenber not
too |l ong ago that the question was proposed to
Hess, why don't we put these things off shore, and
their answer at the tine was, we don't have the
t echnol ogy.

The technol ogy was there at the tine,

but it's interesting, recently, in The Herald
News, soneone from Hess, | won't nention any
names, said, oh, we can't put it offshore, it's
t o0 expensi ve.

You, as the Arny Corps of Engineers, you
have the right to do the right thing and protect
the people of Fall River and the Narragansett
cormunities. |If we ook at the Irving project,
there's no conparison. They're building the sane
plant in St. John, New Brunsw ck, at Canaport.
They bring the tankers in. At lowtide, it's 128

feet. They're putting it on 1,600 acres. | know
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the area. | used to sw mthere.

| do know that putting it on 65 or 70
acres and putting a tank 235 feet high, it's 195
feet and 40 feet from engi neering grade, |'ve
never seen anything like that put in a residential
area. Irving Ql, in their refinery, the highest
vessel | can remenber was |ike 80 feet or 88 feet.

And we're going to do this to this
comunity. W are going to ruin the econony here,
and all | can say, do the right thing and don't
give themthe dredging permts.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Next speaker, Lyzette Soares.

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Priscilla Chaprman?

PRI SCI LLA CHAPMAN:  Good evening. M
nane is Priscilla Chapman, and I'm a resident of
Fall River, and I"'mhere to urge you to deny the
404 permt for this project.

Many of us who live in Fall R ver and
t he surroundi ng cormunities have worked for a |ong
time to try to nake the Taunton River better in

various foruns, different conm ttees, different
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groups.

The river bottomis a very speci al
enriched place. It's a place, as you know, where
many fornms of aquatic life feed, spawn, hang out.
" mvery concerned that the nassive extensive
dredging that's proposed will, essentially, w pe
out those communities on the river bottom and
because there is going to have to be mmi ntenance
dredging, | don't believe that those communities
have a very good chance or reviving thensel ves,
and as John Torgan nentioned earlier, there is the
possibility of the condition of hypoxia that may
devel op.

So | think that there's a high
| i kel i hood that there is going to be sonme very
extensive environnental damage to the benthic
comunity. There will also be many shellfish
areas that will suffer serious damage as a result
of this dredging, and as you know, the city of
Fall River has undertaken a massive conbi ned sewer
overflow project to try to clean up the river, and
one of the main goals of that project is to try to
reestablish the shellfish beds.

"' m concerned that the maneuvering of
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vessel s as they conme in and out and the turning of
vessels is also going to stir up sedinent that is
going to have an additional deleterious effect on
the benthic communities.

The fact that the vessels nust cone in
on the rising tide seens to inply that there is
not very nuch of a margin of error between the
draft of the vessels and the river bottom so it
seens that we are very likely to see sone
addi ti onal damage, just from maneuvering of
vessel s.

And al so, we are very concerned, those
of us who have worked, especially, on the wild and
scenic designation for the river, that this vast
extent of dredging is going to interfere with fish
runs to the upper reaches of the Taunton River.

Finally, we don't know yet what the
i mpacts of managing and transferring very | arge
amounts of dredged nmaterials are going to be.

They may be managed on site. W don't know what
| npact that activity may have in terns of

pol lutants entering the Taunton Ri ver and
affecting the water quality in a very negative
way.
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| intend to submt sonme witten comments
before the end of the comment period. | just
wanted to touch on the main issues, but in
closing, 1'd just like to enphasize once again
that so many of us have worked for so long to try
to make the Taunton River a better river. |It's
al ready a wonderful river. [It's being considered
for wild and sceni c designation, but we don't want
to see all that work go for naught.

Thank you very nmuch

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

Next speaker, Tinothy Bennett.

FROM THE FLOOR: Lyzette Soares was
outside and is now back. [|'Il let her go before
nme.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG M. Bennett, |I'm
sorry. M. Soares, would you, please, go now, and
M. Bennett, you will follow. Sorry for any
confusion. Thank you.

LYZETTE SOARES: Thank you for all ow ng
nme to speak. | am Lyzette Soares, a social worker
for the elderly, a wife and nother of five

beauti ful children.
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As such, today |I felt the urge to
express strong opposition to LNG tankers from
comng to Fall River. It would not only cause
psychol ogi cal unrest to our famlies, but would
al so be a total disrespect and an insult to our
human dignity, as well as destruction to our water
resour ces.

On behalf of nmy family and all of those
that | serve, | strongly request that the U S
Arny Corps of Engineers deny any pernmits for LNG
tankers to navigate our Taunton River.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am
Thank you very nmuch

M. Bennett?

TI MOTHY BENNETT: Thank you. M nane is
Tinothy Bennett. |'mthe President of G een
Futures, a local environnental organization based
here in Fall Rver. | just have a quick coment
or two to nake about the |udicrousy of this entire
proj ect .

Fall River is a nice river port, and

we're trying to |l ook into possible devel opnent
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along the river to enhance the city of Fall River.
This particular project here is quite out of
character for a river port.

W' re taking an ocean going vessel the
size of the LNG tankers and trying to reconfigure
a very small river basin to accommodate the need
for greed, and it's sonething that the entire city
of Fall River is galvanizing itself against, and
"' m here tonight to say, as one extra citizen,
that the project is doonmed for failure. It's
doonmed to weck the environnent, and it's dooned
because it just doesn't belong here. 1It's not a
necessary piece for the character of the city of
Fall River, and | just wanted to add nmy nane to
the list of people against the project.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Ronal d Rheaune,
R-H E-A-U ME?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. St ephen d ynes,
CL-Y-N-E-S?

(No response.)
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Nancy Fraze,
F-R-A-Z- E?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Joan Kasher,
K-A-S-H E-R?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Roger Hood?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG:  Tom Souza?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG That's the end of
the cards that | have fromthe individuals that
have filled out requesting to speak. |Is there
anybody in the audience now that did not fill out
a card requesting to give coment that would |ike
to at this tinme?

(No response.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Sir ?

LT. COL. NELSON:. Ladies and gentl enen,
we' ve heard a great many thoughtful statenents
this evening. Careful analysis will be required
before a determ nation can be nmade and a deci sion
render ed.

"1l remind you that witten statenments
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may be submitted to the Corps of Engineers until
January 3, 2006. They will receive equal
consideration with those presented tonight.

Each question or issue raised wll be
addressed in our Statenment of Findings on the
Corps determ nation regarding the Waver's Cove
Energy and MI| River Pipeline Permt Application.

We, at the Corps of Engineers, extend
our appreciation to all who took the tinme to
i nvol ve thenselves in this public review process,
and finally, before |I conclude this hearing, I'd
like to extend ny appreciation to the Gty of Fal
Ri ver, the Fall River School Departnent and the
Robert J. Nagle Auditoriumfor the use of this
fine facility.

I'd also like to thank the City of Fal
Ri ver Police and Fire Departments for their
support, and I'd like to thank you all for taking
the time to provide us with your thoughts, your
comments and your concerns.

Thank you, again, and good night.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ladi es and

gentl enmen, this concludes the hearing. You're
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wel come to stand around. W'l be here for a
little while if you want to talk to us, and just a
rem nder that we will have anot her hearing
tonorrow at the Mount Hope Hi gh School Perform ng
Arts Center at 199 Crystal Street, in Bristol,
Rhode [ sl and.

Thank you and good ni ght.

(Wher eupon, at 8:20, Decenber 14, 2005,

t he above hearing was concl uded.)
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PROCEEDI NGS

(7:27 p.m)

TERENCE TI ERNEY: My nane is Terence
Tierney, and 1'd like to provide a comment in this
matter with regard to the availability of the
hearing transcript.

At the start of the hearing, we were
told that the transcript of this hearing wll be
avai l abl e by either traveling to Concord to view
It at the Corps of Engineers Headquarters or
accessing it through the Wb site; however, the
Wb site won't have the transcript avail able for
approxi mately four weeks, we were told.

Four weeks fromtoday is January 14th.
The public comment period ends January 3rd, so by
not having the transcript fromtonight's hearing
and tonmorrow night's hearing available for us to
use, it prejudices ny ability to comment
intelligently to the Corps of Engineers on the
I ssues presented and up for consideration.

So on that basis, | amrespectfully
requesting an extension of the conmment period, at
| east, 30 days after the Wb site makes the

transcript available to the public on these
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heari ngs.

So that's the sum and substance of ny
comments. | want to reserve ny ability to add
nore when the transcript is available, but that is
a request I'd |like to make to the people running
thi s whol e hearing process.

Thank you very much.

PAUL ROBERTI: |'m Paul Robert. 1|'m an
Assi stant Attorney General in Rhode Island, and I
wanted to follow up on a point | raised earlier
| did have a discussion with the Col onel during
the break on this issue, and it's a procedural
I ssue that relates to the deadline for submtting
witten cooments and the fact that the transcript
fromthese public hearings will likely not be
avai l able until after the deadline.

As background, | do a lot of regulatory
work in Rhode Island, and normally, when we speak
as the Attorney General's office, we speak on
behal f of the citizens of the state.

The public hearing process that the
Corps is conducting right nowis a very critical
conponent of the feedback fromthe public that we

like to review and synt hesi ze and then submt
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formal comments based upon the record in the case,
and so there's nuch public comment here that
occurs where we learn a lot fromthe nenbers of
t he public because of their uses of the waterway
or their observations or their historical
experiences, and it can be anything froma safety
I ssue to an environnental issue, and there were a
nunber of things that were said tonight that I
woul d Iike to have the opportunity to revi ew and
to synthesize and to include in ny formal comrents
on behalf of the citizens of Rhode Island.

So what | would like to ask is that the
deadl i ne be extended to sone period, you know,
sone period, perhaps 30 days after the
avai lability of the transcript fromthese two
public hearings so that we have that opportunity
because we feel it's very inportant to our m ssion
on behalf of the citizens.

Sol will likely followup with either a
witten letter to the Corps formalizing that
request, but | did want to just state it for the

record tonight.
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