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PROCEEDI NGS

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Good eveni ng.

Good evening and wel conme to this public
hearing regarding the permt application submtted
by Mariculture Unlimted to install 225 subnerged
longlines for the rearing of eastern oysters at
three state adm ni stered shellfish | ease areas in
t he nearshore coastal environnent of Long Island
Sound.

My nanme is Larry Rosenberg. |'mthe
Chief of Public Affairs for the United States Arny
Corps of Engineers in New England. | wll be your
noder at or and your facilitator this evening.

Qur Hearing Oficer this evening is
M. Robert Byrne, the Deputy District Engineer of
the Arny Corps of Engineers in New Engl and.

Shoul d you need copies of the public
notice, the hearing procedures, or other pertinent
information, it is available at the registration
tables |l ocated outside this hall. | should point
out that the United States Arny Corps of ENngineers

has made no decision regarding this permt.
The agenda for the hearing this evening
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is, followng this introduction, M. Byrne wll
address the hearing.

Qur Hearing Oficer will then be
foll owed by the Connecticut Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection, Long Island Sound
Progranms; and lastly, the permt applicant wl|
briefly discuss the permt application before the
Cor ps of Engi neers.

Before we begin, | would like to rem nd
you of the inportance of filling out the cords that
were avail able at the door. These cards serve two
pur poses.

First, they let us know that you are
interested in this permt so we can keep you
i nf or med.

Second, they provide ne a list of those
who wi sh to speak this evening. |If you did not
conplete a card, or wish to speak, or receive
future information regarding this permt, one wll
be provided at the registration.

For your conveni ence, an additi onal
st enographer is also avail abl e outside near the

regi stration area, should you wi sh to provide
comment on the record w thout inposed tine
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restrictions, rather than making those formal
presentations here. Those statenents, along with
any witten statenents received this evening, wll
recei ve equal consideration with those comrents
presented this evening.

One additional coment. W are here to
recei ve your comments, not to enter into any
di scussion of those comments, or to reach any
conclusions. Al questions should be directed to
the record and not to the individuals on this
panel .

Thank you.

Ladi es and gentl enmen, Robert Byrne.

MR. BYRNE: CGood evening. | would |ike
to wel cone you to this public hearing on a request
for permt by Mariculture Unlimted under
Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act to instal
225 subnerged longlines for the rearing of eastern
oysters at three state adm nistered shellfish | ease
areas in the nearshore coastal environnent for Long
| sl and Sound for a commerci al aquacul ture operation
in waters of the United States.

I'"d also like to thank you for
i nvol ving yourself in the environmental review
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process. Please feel free to bring up any and al
topics that you feel need to be disclosed on the
record. | assure you that all of your comrents
w Il be addressed during this process.

| am Bobby Byrne, Acting Deputy
District Engineer for the New England District
Corps of Engineers. Qur headquarters is in
Concord, Massachusetts.

O her Corps representatives here with
me toni ght are Christine Godfrey, Chief of our
Regul atory Division; Bob DeSista, Chief of Permts
and Enforcenent Section of our Regulatory Ofice;
and Cori Rose, our Project Mnager; and Larry
Rosenberg, who just spoke and will be our
facilitator for tonight's hearing.

Al'so joining ne tonight are Kristen
Bel | antuono fromthe Connecticut Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection, Ofice of Long Island
Sound Program and David Carey, Director of State
of Connecticut Departnent of Agriculture, Bureau of
Aquacul ture.

Tonight's hearing is being conducted as

part of the Corps of Engineers' regulatory program
solely to listen to your conments.
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|'d briefly -- I would like to briefly
review the Corps of Engineers' responsibilities in
this process.

First, the Corps' jurisdictionin this
case is Section 10 of the R vers and Harbors Act
that authorizes the Corps to regulate structures
and work in navigable waters of the United States.

Second, the detailed regul ation that
expl ai ns the procedures for evaluating permt
applications and unauthorized work is Title 33,
Code of Federal Regulations, Parts 320 and 330.

And third, the Corps' decision rests
upon several inportant factors to include, in
accordance wth those aforenentioned regul atory and
statutory authorities, our decision to issue a
permt will be based on an eval uation of the
probabl e i npacts for the proposed activity on the
public interest.

Qur decision wll reflect the national
concern for both the protection and utilization of
i nportant resources.

The benefits that may reasonably accrue

fromthe proposal nust be bal anced agai nst any
reasonably foreseen detrinents.
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And all factors which may be rel evant
to the proposal will be considered prior to our
maki ng a deci sion, and those factors include, but
are not limted to: conservation, econom cCs,
aesthetics, the environnent, fish and wldlife
val ues, navigation, recreation, water supply, food
production, and in general the needs and wel fare of
t he Anerican peopl e.

Subsequent to our determ nation, the
Cor ps conducts a broad-based public interest
review. This hearing is part of that review Al
factors affecting the public will be included in
our evaluation. Your comments will help us in
reachi ng a deci sion

The record of this hearing will remain
open, and witten comments may be submtted tonight
or by mail through August 2nd. Al coments w il
recei ve equal consideration.

Lastly, to date, no decision has been
made by the Corps of Engineers with regard to this
permt. It is our responsibility to evaluate both
the environnental and soci oeconom c inpacts prior

to our decision; and in order to acconplish that,
we need your input.
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Yes, it is indeed crucial to the public
process that your voice is heard; and again, | want
to thank you for your invol venent.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
gent |l emen, the Connecticut Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection Ofice, Long Island
Sound' s Program

M5. BELLANTUONO. Good evening. W
name i s Kristen Bellantuono, and I am an
envi ronment al anal yst for the Connecticut DEP s
O fice of Long Island Sound Prograns.

The DEP's role in the regul atory
process is explained in detail with the fact sheet
that | brought tonight. A copy of that can be
found outside on the back table outside the
audi torium

Essentially, our involvenent is limted
to conducting a federal consistency review of the
application pending before the Arnmy Corps of
Engi neers to determ ne whether or not the proposed
activities are consistent with the state's
federally approved -- excuse nme -- Coastal Zone

Managenment Program To this end, the US Army Corps
of Engineers may not issue a permt for the
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project, unless a positive consistency
determ nation, or concurrence, i s nmade by our
of fice.

In making this determ nation, we are
required to evaluate the proposed activity's i npact
on a host of criteria, including the follow ng:
navi gational, recreational and environnmental
i npacts.

The DEP deadline for making a
consi stency determnation on this project is
Sept enber 18t h, 20083.

As of tonight, the Departnent has not
made a determ nation regardi ng the proposed
activities. W are here this evening to listen to
the concerns of the public and to coll ect
additional information that may be useful in
conducting our review.

In addition to this forum the
Departnent is accepting witten coments on the
proposal until August 2nd, 2003. Should you w sh
to submt witten comments to the Departnent, for
the Departnent's consideration, you may submt them

as indicated on the Fact Sheet provided.
Thank you for your participation in



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

14
this process.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

Ladi es and gentl enen, Mariculture
Unlimted will now present a brief overview of the
permt application.

DR. GAROFALO  Good evening. M nane
is John Garofalo, and | would like to start by
explaining that the -- | know there has been a
little confusion about the so-called conpron se
proposal that had been published in the newspaper
in Westport. That is not what we're tal king about.
We are presenting the proposal that was originally
submtted to the Arny Corps.

The purpose of this project basically
is to apply advanced aquacul ture technol ogy so that
our shellfish will always be in an opti nmal
envi ronment for grow h.

Just to give a bit of history about
oystering in Connecticut, there has been sone very
severe fluctuations in oyster production of the
| ast century or so. Oyster production peaked in
the 1890s, about two mllion bushels per year.

Unfortunately, it went way down to about 33, 000
bushel s in the 1970s, back up to about 900,000 in
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1994; but unfortunately, we're way down around
56, 000 bushels as of 2001.

The inportance of shellfish aquaculture
in Connecticut is both ecol ogical and econom c.

And at its peak in the md-'90s,
shel | fish aquacul ture was responsi ble for
approximately $200 million per year in econonic
activity.

Thi s probl em of decreasi ng production
of shellfish products is not Ilimted to our |ocal
areas, but in conjunction wth the decreasing
income fromcapture fisheries, we've unfortunately
seen a trade deficit of approximately $7 billion on
a national |evel

We believe there is several benefits
that projects like ours can provide to the State of
Connecticut; and in addition to the economc
benefits, there is also ecol ogical benefits and
reducti on of hypoxia, eutrophication, or nitrogen
content of the water, as well as restoration of
natural shellfish beds and inprovenent in water
qual ity.

The Long | sland Sound study group has
identified eutrophication, or excessive nitrogen
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content in the water, and it's associated with
hypoxi a as the nunber one problemfacing this
wat erway. We all know where it conmes from

It cones fromseptic systens, and it's
dunped into Long Island Sound at a rate of
approximately one billion gallons per day. Wat
oysters can do is to act as an advance to a
tertiary nitrogen renoval system

Basically what we want to do is we want
to take this trend, and we want to replace it with
an aquacul tural trend, which nationw de has been on
t he way out.

There are three basic phases of our
busi ness: hatchery, nursery, and the off bottom
grow out portion, and we do believe strongly in the
benefits of off-bottomgrowing. The first phase
everybody loves. This is the hatchery phase where
the shellfish are raised, sort of the |abor of the
delivery of shellfish. This is the nursery phase.
And this is in inland or past the marinas. This is
where they get to approximately one in size.

And the third phase of the grow out is

what the -- what is causing the problens at this
point in situ. The benefits fromoff bottom
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grow out, as opposed to bottom shellfish culture,
are that we can protect these shellfish from
predators. They grow out nore rapidly, and we see
much lower nortality rates related to hypoxia and
shel | fish di seases, |ike Derno.

So the options that we | ooked at over
the course of the last two years for off bottom
grow out included all these -- these cages and
racks and things |I'mgoing to show you right now

These are what are called Taylor floats
that actually are surface floats with the shellfish
bags bei ng suspended at the surface of the water.
This is taken froma Canadi an subsurface system
Again, that's sonething we do not plan to do.

These are rafts, and these are racks that would be
pl aced not on Conpo Beach.

From the aesthetic point of view, we
expect that a systemlike ours will |ook sonething
like this. Really all that you will see wthin the
area will be the smaller floats from | obster or
| obster-pot-style floats. The condition of that
wll be the required regul atory buoys al ong the

perimeter. And certainly we know that the boaters
in our areas are used to even |arger buoys
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t hroughout our area. The 99 plus percent of the
grow out systemis |located on the bottom and we've
got sone very heavy hol di ng anchors, helix anchors.
The floats that you see across the line here would
actually provide the suspension system and these
nodul es contain the trays in which the shellfish
actual Iy grow

This is one option for a cage basket.
This is another type that we'd nore |likely use.

| would just like to clarify that this
is not an experinental system Systens |like this
have been used around the world. They have been
very well engineered, and there have been very,
very few adverse interactions between other users
in the waterway with these systens.

This is a chart of the area off of
Westport, and the area marked in blue is the area
that we hold as self-depleted in Westport. The red
cross-hatched area is the proposed shellfish
growing area in Westport. | believe that is in
approxi mately 355 acres.

This shows a potential thoroughfare for

| arger commercial boats around the shellfish
growout area; and let ne say at this point that we
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do not expect that this is going to be an excl usion
zone to the passage of recreational boats. The
mean -- or | should say the clearance will be
approximately 10 -- 10 feet fromthe surface of the
water to the top of these structures at nean | ow
wat er .

This is a -- basically a chart of the
area off Westport fromthe 10 fathomline down to
approximately the one fathomline. It's about
9,000 acres. W see this as the area in Westport
that's available for recreational boating use.

This is the area that's used by
the -- one of the yacht clubs, racing yacht clubs
in Westport. That's approximtely 3,800 acres.
This is the proposed shellfish growout area in
West port of about approxi mately 350 acres.

This is a slide of the proposed area in
MIlford, and that's an area of about 150 acres.

Lastly, this is nmy daughter
wat er-skiing. | just would like to say that I'ma
resident of -- | have been a resident of
Connecticut for approximtely 20 years now, and we

live in Westport; we enjoy the water; and we
respect the resources that we are asking to
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utili ze.

Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Ladi es and gentlenen, it is crucial to
this public process that your voice is heard, and
we're here to listen, to listen to your coments,
to understand your concerns, and to provide you an
opportunity to put your thoughts on the record
shoul d you care to do so.

The hearing tonight wll be conducted
in a manner that all who desire to express their
views wll be given an opportunity to do so. To
preserve the right of all to express their views, |
ask that there be no interruption and no
appl audi ng.

Furthernore, in order to make any
decisions regarding this permt application, we,
the United States Arny Corps of Engineers, need to
have you invol ve yourself in this environnenta
review, not just tonight, but throughout the entire
process.

When you cane in this evening, copies
of the public notice and the procedures, which is
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on our orange sheet of paper, that are going to be

followed this evening were available. [|f you did
not receive these, they are still available at the
regi stration desk at the entrance. | wll not read

either of the procedures or the public notice, but
they will be entered into this record.

A transcript of this hearing is being
prepared, and the record will remain open, and
witten coments may be submitted tonight, or by
mai | until August 2nd, 2003. Al coments wll
recei ve equal consideration. Anyone who cannot
attend, but still w shes to send witten coments,
should forward those coments to our headquarters
in Concord, Massachusetts.

Lastly, | would like reenphasize that
t he Corps of Engi neers has made no decision with
regards to this permt. It is our responsibility
to fully evaluate Mariculture's -- Mariculture
Unlimted' s proposed activity and its inpact prior
to any decision; and in order to acconplish that,
we need your input.

Again, we are here to receive your

coments, not to enter into any discussion of those
comments, or to reach any concl usion.
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Any questions you have shoul d be
directed to the record and not the individuals on
thi s panel.
M. Byrne, if there is no objection,
w Il now di spense with the reading of the public

notice of this hearing and have it entered into the

record.
Thank you.
PUBLI C NOTI CE
US Arny Corps Date: June 19, 2003

of Engi neers Comment Period Ends: August 2, 2003
New Engl and District File Nunmber: 200202751
696 Virgini a Road
Concord, MA 01742-2751

In Reply Refer To: Cori M Rose

O by e-mail: cori.mrose@isace.arny. ml

NOTlI CE OF PUBLI C HEARI NG

MARI CULTURE UNLI M TED, 11 SURF ROAD, WESTPORT,
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CONNECTI CUT has requested a Corps of Engi neers
permt under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act to install and maintain a total of 225
subnerged longlines for the rearing of eastern
oysters at three state adm nistered shellfish | ease
areas in the nearshore coastal environnent of Long
| sl and Sound. The proposed shellfish rearing areas
wi |l enconpass a total area of 522.4 acres off of

the shoreline of MIford and West port, Connecticut.

Site la/1lb - Wstport CT

The 366.8 acre rearing area at Lease 602 and 612 is
| ocated to the northeast of Cockenoe Reef,

sout heast of the Saugatuck River entrance, and
north of Georges Rock in 24 to 32 feet of water at
an orientation of 371 degrees (see attached
coordinates). At this site, approximtely one
hundred sixty-nine 325 foot |long | onglines, each
suspendi ng 50 cage units (4.6" high nodules) for
the rearing of oysters, is proposed to be subnerged
10 feet below the water surface, kept afl oat

bet ween | arge flotation buoys and anchored by 4

term nal helix-style anchors and 6 intermedi ately
pl aced 200 pound nushroom anchors. Conpensation
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buoys w Il be used to keep the longline off of the
bottom Tidal currents at the site run 272 degrees
on a flood tide, and 84 degrees on an ebb tide.

Predi cted maxi mum current velocities for the site
are 1.2 knot on a flood tide, and 1.88 knot on an

ebb tide.

Site 2 - MIford CT

The 155.5 acre rearing area at Lease 390 is | ocated
of fshore of Cedar Beach and Laurel Beach in water
dept hs of between 15 and 22 feet at an orientation
of 205 degrees (see attached coordinates). At this
| ease, approximately fifty-six 325 foot |ong

| ongl i nes, each suspending 50 cage units (4.6" high
nodul es) for the rearing of oysters, is proposed to
be subnmerged 8 feet below the water surface, kept
afl oat between large flotation buoys and anchored
by 4 termnal helix-style anchors and 6

i nternedi ately placed 200 pound rmushroom anchors.
Conpensati on buoys will be used to keep the
longline off of the bottom Tidal currents at the
site run 250 degrees on a flood tide, and 70

degrees on an ebb tide. Predicted maxi mum current
velocities for the site are 0.8 knot on a fl ood
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tide, and 1.1 knot on an ebb tide.

By this notice we are announcing a public hearing
and requesting coments in witing, or orally at
the hearing, on this application. The purpose of
the hearing is to acquire information that will be

considered in evaluating the permt application.

The public hearing will be held on July 283,
2003 at the Veterans Menorial Auditorium in

M| ford, Connecticut. There wll be an
appl i cant sponsored information/ poster session
from5:00 pmto 7:00 pm Registration for
oral comment wll begin at 6:00 pm The
hearing will begin pronmptly at 7:00 pm The
applicant will provide a brief presentation of
t he scope of the proposed project activity at
t he begi nning of the hearing. The Veterans
Menorial Auditoriumis |ocated at Parsons
Governnment Center, 70 West River Street,

MIford, CT and is accessible from5:00 p. m

Deaf and hearing inpaired persons wishing to attend
this Public Hearing, and requiring an interpreter,
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may make arrangenents by contacting the Public
Affairs Ofice at (978) 318-8237 at |least ten

wor ki ng days prior to the Public Hearing.

Subsequent to the hearing the transcript will be
avai l abl e for review on our web page and/or at our
office, or may be purchased directly fromthe
reporter. A copy of our final decision docunent,

i ncludi ng the environnmental assessnent wll be
avai | abl e upon request. Any person shall be able
to submt oral or witten statenents concerning the
subject matter of the hearing, to call w tnesses
who may present oral or witten statenents, and to
present recomendations as to an appropriate
decision. Any person may present witten
statenents for the hearing record prior to the tine
of the hearing record is closed to public

subm ssions, and may present proposed findings and

r ecommendat i ons.

The decision whether to issue a permt wll be
based on an eval uation of the probabl e inpact of

the proposed activity in the public interest. That
decision will reflect the national concern for both
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protection and utilization of inportant resources.
The benefit, which may reasonably accrue fromthe
proposal , nust be bal anced against its reasonably
foreseeabl e detrinents. Al factors which may be
rel evant to the proposal will be considered,

i ncluding the cunul ative effects thereof; anong

t hose are: conservation, econonics, aesthetics,
general environnental concerns, wetlands, cultural
val ue, fish and wldlife values, flood hazards,

fl ood plain value, |and use, navigation, shoreline
erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and
conservation, water quality, energy needs, safety,
food production and, in general, the needs and

wel fare of the people. Al coments received in
response to this notice or as part of the hearing
record will be considered, in addition to those
comments received on the original Public Notice.
Consequently, if you have already submtted
comments, there is no need to resubmt them as part

of this proceeding.

VWRI TTEN STATEMENTS MAY BE MAILED TO The U. S. Arny

Corps of Engineers, New England District, ATTN Ms.
Cori Rose, 696 Virginia Road, Concord,
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Massachusetts 01742-2751. Comments nust be
recei ved by August 2, 2003. |If you have any
guestions, please contact Cori M Rose at (978)
318-8306 or use our toll free nunber (800) 343-4789
or (800) 362-4367 if calling within Massachusetts.

NOTI FI CATI ON TO THE PUBLI C THAT THE CONNECTI CUT
DEP WLL REVIEW TH S PROPOCSAL FOR CONSI STENCY W TH
THE STATE' S FEDERALLY APPROVED COASTAL ZONE
MANAGEMENT PLAN

The Departnent of Environnmental Protection (DEP)
hereby gives notice it has received fromthe United
States Arny Corps of Engineers (ACOE) a request for
concurrence with a determ nation of consistency
with the enforceable policies of Connecticut's
federal |l y-approved Coastal Managenment Program
pursuant to section 307(c)(1) of the Federal

Coast al Zone Managenent Act regarding a proposal by
Mariculture Unlimted, LLC to conduct aquacul ture
activities as discussed in detail, below Al though
no hearing is required by lawto be held for its

concurrence determnation, the DEP wll be in
attendance at this Public Hearing and will receive
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comments relative to the request received. The DEP

proceeding is not a contested case.

Pursuant to 15 CFR 930.61, all interested parties
are also invited to express their views on the
State of Connecticut Coastal Zone Managenent

consi stency review at the above-referenced hearing
or inwiting. Witten comments nmust be submtted
to the Departnent no |ater than August 2, 200S3.
Comments regarding this notice should be directed
to: Peter Francis, CT Departnent of Environnental
Protection, Ofice of Long Island Sound Prograns,
79 Elm Street, Hartford, CT 06106-5127 or by enuil

at: peter.franci s@o.state.ct. us.

Robert J. DeSista
Chief, Permits & Enforcenment Branch

Regul at ory Di vi si on

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. A transcri pt of

this hearing is being made to assure a detail ed
review of all comments. A copy of the transcript
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wi ||l be available in our Concord, Massachusetts
headquarters for your review. It wll be put on
our website in approxinmately 10 days for your use
or downl oad, or you may nmake arrangenents with the
st enographer for a copy at your own expense.

| ndi vi dual s speaking will be called to
the m crophone -- we have two, one on each side of
the main -- the center section -- in the order that
they signed in and as provided for in that hearing
pr ot ocol .

When making a statenment, please cone
forward to the m crophone, either one, state your
name and the interest you represent. And as there
are many w shing to speak tonight, nore than 80,
you will be provided two m nutes to speak, no nore.
The traffic signal in the front will indicate the
follow ng: The green light will conme on indicating
two mnutes left. | wll put that on right after
you introduce yourself. The anber |ight indicates
one mnute left; and the red Iight indicates that
your tinme has expired.

Pl ease identify if you' re speaking for

or representing a position of an organization. |If
you' re speaking for yourself, just say so.
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| want to enphasize that all who w sh
to speak will have that opportunity to do so.

Now, should we run out of tinme, as we
must close this -- yeah, we nust be vacant from
this facility by 1:00 a.m, so anyway should we run
out of tinme this evening, those who have signed up
to speak will be contacted individually by Cori and
our Corps' office, and appointnments will be made to
set up, and we will reconvene this hearing at
a -- at a future date.

Once again, we have an additiona
st enographer | ocated outside the hearing room if
you wi sh to dictate an individual statenent for the
record. And a rem nder, there are no tine limts
on those individual statenents. So if you feel
restricted by the two m nutes, please go see the
st enographer outside and get all your thoughts on
t he record.

W w il now begin to receive those
comments by our hearing protocol. Again, oral or
witten statenents receive equal consideration in
t he deci si on- maki ng process.

| f you have a lengthy witten
statenent, summarize it to fit the two-nm nute
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[imtation, enter the entire statenent. There is a
box provided right up here for the record, or
dictate it to the stenographer in the front.

Before we begin, | would |like to thank
Congr essworman DelLauro for sending her aide, Erica
Swanson, here this evening; and Congressnan Shays
for sending his aide, Paul Pinentel, to sit in and
l[isten to your comments.

Qur first speaker, Attorney Ceneral
Ri chard Blunmenthal, and he will be foll owed by
State Senator Wn Smth, Jr.

ATTORNEY GENERAL BLUMENTHAL: Thank
you. Thank you, M. Hearing O ficer, M. Byrne,
menbers of the panel, ny coll eagues fromstate
governnment, and nost inportant, the citizens of
Connecticut, who are here tonight to express their
Vi ews.

| am here on behalf of ny office, as
Attorney Ceneral of the State of Connecticut, to
oppose this project at this site. | believe that
its inpact on recreation, fishing, boating,
navi gation, make this site clearly unacceptabl e.

The scope of this project at this critical |ocation
argue very strongly that there are feasible and
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practical alternatives. |Indeed, there nmust be such
alternative options, and | believe there are that
will satisfy the worthwhile goals of this shellfish
farm ng project.

Let nme just enphasize that | ama
st eadf ast supporter of shellfish farmng. The
shellfish industry is integral to our state's
econony. It is a vital part of our cultural
heritage, and indeed, can play a part, as you've
heard in providing jobs and other benefits. That
is why |I believe that we should work together to
find a location that avoids the pitfalls and
dangers and potential damage to Long |sland Sound
and to those vital recreational fishing commerci al
interests that are at stake, and I want to pl edge
my willingness, ny personal wllingness, to work
wi th our Departnent of Agriculture, our Departnent
of Environnmental Protection, and the menbers of the
public, who are interested in this project, along
with the proponents of this proposal to find an
alternative site that is truly a wwn-win. As the
sayi ng goes, |ocation, l|location, |ocation.

believe there is a feasible and practicable, a nuch
nore preferable and viable location for this
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proj ect sonewhere in Long |Island Sound.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker
is Senator WIl Smth -- Wn Smth. |'msorry.
WIIl you cone forward.

He will be followed by State
Represent ati ve John Het heri ngton.

SENATOR SM TH:  Thank you

| want to note, too, that | signed up
Representative JimAmann. | don't think he is in
your batting order there. | may not have put
"State Representative" on his blue sheet. He is
good.

|"'mthe State Senator fromM I ford.

Li ke the Attorney Ceneral, |, too, have concerns
about this project. | fully support traditional
Connecticut shellfishermen. MIlford has -- MIford
has al ways been a center for shellfishing. | mean
it has a history of supporting comerci al
shel | fi shi ng.

Comrerci al shellfishernen, however, by
and | arge have their beds nmuch further off from
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shore. They don't bother anyone. They don't
interfere with other users out on Long Island
Sound. The application that you' re considering
here appears to ne to be of a very different type.

| al so have a professional background
with a nunber of different shellfishing conpanies,
and I know their operations very well. The
equi pnent that | have seen here is nothing |ike
anything that the -- the traditional shellfishernen
in Connecticut use, at |least nothing that |I have
ever seen. In fact, your applicant here refers to
their programas a pilot program and it is, |
t hi nk, cutting-edge technology. | guess we're here
at least in part to say that MIford's shoreline is
one of its greatest assets. W're asking you not
to use one of our greatest assets as a test
| aborat ory.

Location is inportant, as the Attorney
General said. Not necessarily here though. Pick a
different spot, even in MIford Harbor, but out
deeper. Don't do it -- don't do it in this close.

Al so, the shellfishing industry has

taken a nunber of what I'Il call PR hits, public
relations hits. Look at the fol ks here.
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Shel I fishing is a good thing for the State of
Connecticut and a good thing for MIford, and here
we are turning out a whole group of people adverse
to the industry. | can tell you, as a |egislator,
that is going to turn into adverse public policy
decision and legislation. The industry doesn't
need this.

And 1'd also -- | would like to note,
too, that there was sone reference here to
overfishing. | really think that's insulting to
the shellfishing industry in the State of
Connecticut and the other shellfishernmen. They
haven't overfished the industry. They have had,
as was noticed, sonme environnmental problens that in
a six-, seven-year cycle they're beginning to
rebound now. So sonme of those charts, | don't
think, are a fair representation of the economc
vi brance of shellfishing in Connecticut.

Ah, | see nmy tine is up here. Note in
their charts that their shellfishing they talk
about all species are way up, and shellfishing are
down. They are m xi ng appl es and oranges.

Finally, if you can just as well, if
they do go out of business, who is going to take
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this stuff out of there? |If people are dredging or
trolling, they're going to catch up with these
nets. They are way too far in shore on this.

Thank you very nmuch tinme for your tinme

here, and | hope to address nore of ny comments to

you | ater.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next
speaker -- please hold all applause. Thank you.

Qur next speaker is State
Representati ve John Het heri ngton.

He will be followed by State
Representative Ji m Amann.

REPRESENTATI VE HETHERI NGTON:  Thank you
very nmnuch.

| represent the 125th District in the
State Legislature, which is New Canaan and part of
Wlton. W do not border the Sound, but the
concern is such that ny constituents have taken
particular notice of this, because the Sound is
regarded as an extrenely precious resource. So

much that as it regards as a precious resource that
the legislature in its wisdomthis year has banned
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for a year any progress on utility |line crossings,
and that is only tal king about one line. Here, we
have an entire area of 368 acres. That's not
small. That is about the length of a Navy
destroyer. Now, if we were going to sink three or
four Navy destroyers side-by-side, they wouldn't
consider that a small matter. |In fact, | think the
Corps in its diligence, historic diligence, would
probably insist that those wecks be renoved.

It seens to me that this is a -- an
intrusion upon the traditional recreational use of
this waterway, and | have sone concern about what
happens if this experinent fails, who renoves al
t hose potential obstructions to navigation.

Finally, the recreational boating and
fishing industry is a very inportant economc
source of wealth for these shore comunities; and
if anything we do, which destroys or |essens the
viability of that industry, inpacts a |ot of
peopl e, people in boatyards, people who supply the
boaters in one way or another. So fromboth from
an environnental point of view, fromrespect for

our Sound and fromthe practical sense of
preserving a very necessary industry for coastal
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Connecticut, | would urge the application be
rej ect ed.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker, State Representative
Ji m Amann.

He will be followed by First
Sel ect woman Di ane Goss Farrell.

REPRESENTATI VE AMANN:  First of all,
t hank you very much, everybody, for com ng here
this evening and also to the citizens of -- from
M|l ford and Westport and other areas. Thank you
for a great show ng

| will bring you and echo nost of the
stuff that the fol ks before ne have al ready said.
One of the points is that -- first of all, | also
want to get on the record that | also support
Connecticut's historic shellfish industry. |
believe that this proposal, however, is flawed.

| hope you take into consideration sone
of the stornms in that area of growi ng up on the
shoreline nyself and living in that area for three

or four years of ny life, 1992, a nor'easter | know
what happened to the industry along that area. It
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was hurt trenmendously by that storm And
hopefully, if there is a decision of investnent
down there, you mght want to think twice. Sone of
the old-timers down there could probably give you a
| ot of advice of what has happened over the years,
you know, the stormof '76 hurricane and ot hers.

It is quite accurate for -- for some reason those
storns | ove to congregate in that area, and | know
we got out of there noving fromone end of the
beach to the other that day on the nor'easter of
what damage it did to that community.

When one considers the location and its
proposal, it quickly becones apparent that this is
a very popular area for recreation use. The
technol ogy Mariculture wi shes to use here woul d
create a vast social conflict. | would hope that
Mari cul ture alone would return to the draw ng board
and try to use different technol ogi es that would
make the proposal less intrusive to the citizens of
M I ford.

| hope you listen quite clearly to the
residents. They can tell you nuch better than any

el ected official. They live there; they know t he
ar ea.
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And, again, thank you for your tine and
patience with us this evening.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is First Sel ectwoman Di ane Goss Farrell, who wll
be foll owed by Mayor Richetelli fromMIford.

FI RST SELECTWOMAN FARRELL: Good
evening. | do want to speak specifically to the
West port portion, although I'mcertain that we
are -- we have a commnality of interest here.

| thank you certainly to the panelists,
and | do want to begin by saying that | think the
i dea of aquaculture and the concept that has been
di scussed is a good idea. |It's a new technol ogy,
although I do knowwith a little bit of concern
that it is as yet untested in New Engl and.

However, the location is bad. It is in
an active recreational boating area, and | have
real concerns about safety, as well as general
enjoynent on the part of boaters.

| do want to thank Dr. Garofal o and

Mari cul ture, because they have expressed a great
deal of cooperation in |ooking to alternatives;
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however, unfortunately your process does not allow
for changes mdstream so to speak. And as a
result, | would suggest that you give serious
consideration to denying the applications before
you without prejudice and allowtinme for us to work
with the applicant to find a proper place that wll
work for all of the interests, both of the -- the
water |level as well as at the bottom And the Town
of Westport certainly stands commtted to doing
that, and just this last 48 hours, |'ve had the
opportunity to speak with a nunber of you about
alternatives and possibilities, and you' ve
definitely given nme hope that there are other
options out there that would work to the nutual
benefit of the entire interest of the conmunity
boaters, as well as to aquacul ture.

Beyond that, | would like you to think
an even bigger picture. |If this technology is
adopt ed as sonething that beconmes nore conmmon, then
as you're looking at the various shellfish permts
and | ocations, clearly this is an issue that wll
cone up with each of these applications, and

perhaps it's a good opportunity for all of you to
step back, take a | ook at what this technol ogy
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means and how you shoul d prepare for the future as
it relates to review ng individual applications.

Agai n, thank you for your
consideration. | look forward to hearing comments
fromcitizens. And | do want to thank all those
West port fol ks who canme up to MIford, and | do
want to thank Mayor Richetelli for hosting al
this.

Thanks agai n.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Mayor Richetelli, who will be followed by Dr.
Ronal d Sil verman, Chairman, Westport Shellfish
Conmi ssi on.

MAYOR RI CHETELLI: Good evening. And |
want to thank very nmuch the Arny Corps of Engi neers
and the panel for comng here tonight. | certainly
want to thank the good people of MIford for com ng
out to express your opinions, and a very warm
wel come to all of our friends from Wstport for

bei ng here this evening.

(Appl ause.)
MAYOR RI CHETELLI : | have been
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contacted by many MIford residents, who are
concerned with this application, specifically the
safety hazard. W believe that this is too close
to our MIford shores.

Sonebody just asked a question of ne,
and | didn't know the answer. W can get the
answer, |'msure, but 150 acres off the MIford
shore doesn't seemlike an awful |ot for other
commercial boats and recreational boats to go
around, but there are other areas -- there are
ot her shellfishernen in this area, who may even be
applying in the future. And when you say yes to
one, don't you have to say yes to the others? And
sooner or |ater, we have areas that are nuch nore
congested than they are now.

But on behalf of the citizens of
MIford in the Cedar Beach area, the Laurel Beach
area, | would request that you take another | ook at
this application, deny this application, because we
do believe there are alternatives further out in
this towm and in other areas that are safer

So, again, thank you for your tinme here

this evening, and | ook forward to public comments
fromthe citizens of MIford.
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Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Dr. Ronald Silverman, who will be followed by M.
Lee Jordan, also fromthe Westport Shellfish
Conmi ssi on.

And | would like to thank State
Representative Richard Roy for com ng this evening;
and al though he will not be speaking, he will be
listening to your conments.

Dr. Silverman

RONALD SI LVERVAN:  Okay. M nane is
Ron Silverman. | am chairman of the Westport
Shel | fi sh Conmm ssi on.

On April 1st, 2003, we had a neeting.
The Conmm ssion voted to formally request that your
agency conduct a public hearing to be held in
Westport, and it was held in MIford so that the
understanding of the site conditions may be
realized and anal yzed.

The overall sentinent was that despite

the support for aquaculture initiatives, the
longlines in this particular |ocation pose too
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great a threat to navigation, and boater safety,
and al so health, and we offered sone comments.

You' ve already received a copy of this.

One of the things that was not
mentioned by Dr. Garofalo is this enconpasses
six-tenths of a square mle, 377 acres, 169 |ong
lines, each one 325 feet long, and | assune the DEP
is going to ask for floatation

The Westport Marine Police were al so
concerned. | don't know if they are going to be
her e.

Also, what | would like to submt is
have a paper here, and it has -- it's "The
Environnental |npacts of Aquaculture,” a Wite
Paper prepared by the National Cceanic and
At nospheric Adm nistration and Mari ne Sanctuaries
Division. And basically it's a study of
aquaculture as we see it. | just want to read sone
excerpts of it. In response to this expansion of
aquacul ture activities, there has been an
i ncreasing need for review and eval uati on of
aquacul ture proposals to ensure adequate protection

for the environnment, wild popul ations, safe food
production and conpatibility with other users. And
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this docunent addresses two needs: to assist
resource managers in understandi ng the basics of
aquacul ture through a discussion of the nmjor areas
of concern and also relating to culturing
activities; secondly, to provide gui dance.

Under aquacul ture basics, we're dealing
with shellfish aquaculture is the propagation of
relatively nonnmobile shellfish in sonme type of
encl osed or stationary system which includes
ei ther cages on the sea floor, the exclusive use of
specific reefs or bottomareas that are | eased for
culture and propagation. Shellfish aquaculture can
have many inpacts simlar to those from open-water
facilities. These are very close to shore.

Regardl ess of the type of facility --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

RONALD SILVERVAN: Is it up?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Yes, sir. Thank
you.

Pl ease -- please submt the entire
statenent for the record.

Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker -- our next speaker,
M. Lee Jordan, also Westport Shellfish Comm ssion,
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followed by Alicia Mbzian -- it's a very tough
one -- fromthe Town of Westport.

LEE JORDAN: Lee Jordan, the Shellfish
Comm ssion in Westport.

As a Comm ssioner, | amvery much in
favor of this experinent; however, the location is
absolutely terrible. It couldn't be in a worse
pl ace. \Whether you're going north or not north,
but east-west, or south out of Westport, you have
to go right through this mnd field of about 350
floats; and anybody who has ever tangled with a
| obster pot float knows the trouble. It can catch
on your keel. It can catch on your rudder. It can
catch on your propeller. And a lot of tines you
have to go overboard to free it.

Now, 350 of these things on a Sunday
afternoon with races going on and everything, it's
going to be absolutely inpossible, and | strongly
oppose it.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Alicia MO Z-1-A-N, Conservation Director, Town of
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Westport, who will be followed by Master Captain
Janes W esenberg, Connecticut Conservation
Comm ssi on.

ALI CI A MXI AN:.  Good evening. Alicia
Mozi an, Conservation Director, Town of Westport.

| won't reiterate what Ms. Farrell said
and Dr. Silverman that it's really the location and
not the fact that we don't support aquaculture,
because the town does have a | ot of history of
supporting that venture, that profession.

Aquacul ture, | believe, is the wave of
the future, no pun intended, but with an
exponential population growh rate on the pl anet
and di m nishing arable land, we are all going to
start | ooking to biotech and aquacul ture for our
food supplies. And we're going to see nore and
nore of these types of applications popping up.

In an article that the Departnent of
Agricul ture, Connecticut Departnent of Agriculture,
published in July of 2002, they estimate that
oyster farmng is expected to be anong the top
10 growth industries in the United States and is

currently the nation's fastest growi ng agricul tural
busi ness.
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That being said, | with ny plea to the
Corps and to those legislators here in the audience
tonight is to ook at the larger picture and do it
now rather than later. And | would |Iike to suggest
that we apply the sanme kinds of strategies that we
do to land use to the water. Just |ike we have a
master plan for a town and its growh and
devel opnent and a zoni ng map, why not use those
sane kind of methods for our water. So instead of
just like you wouldn't put an industrial zone next
to a residential zone, why would you put the use of
intensive longlines into a busy harbor.

So | ask that the Corps and Connecti cut
| ook to maybe getting together and trying to cone
up with a kind of a master plan for Long Island
Sound, because it's a very densely popul ated wat er
body, and I think we ought to address the issue
now, rather than |later.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

ALI CI A MXZI AN:.  And thank you for
hol di ng the public hearing.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
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Mast er Captain Wesenberg, who will be foll owed by
Sher man Goosman.

Sir.

MASTER CAPTAI N W ESENBERG  Thank you
for your view and consi derati on.

Last evening, July [sic] 22nd, 2003, a
newly forned State of Connecticut approved the
Mari ne Advisory Fishing Council, currently an
ad hoc commttee known as the MAFC of the
Connecti cut Fishing Advisory Council nmet at the DEP
Mari ne Headquarters and after a cognitive review
and consideration of all available information
respectfully submtted the followi ng statenent. W
are endorsed by the Connecticut Conservation
Association as well with this follow ng statenent.

Aquacul ture in principle is recognized
and supported as long as there is the process, the
due process in any and all permt granting that
includes, and is not limted to, tinely public
input, with consideration -- ah, actually, al
ot her considerations relative to navigational
hazards, as well as no water columm structures

pl aced so as to limt or otherw se prohibit the
traditional recreational and/or commercial coasta
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wat ers use. Therefore, we respectfully request
denial of the permt as proposed.

Personally, | wish to offer a statenent
of fact. That area in MIford is used regular and
routinely so-called customarily. | have a drift
either wwth weight or dowriggers for any and al
charters in that area. It is cost-effective for ne
relative to the position of the Browns Marina where
| amout at, and | can in addition, as owner of
Mount ai n Meadow Qutfitters Charters and Boating
I nstruction provide c-cad construction, any and al
smal |l craft, including personal watercraft, any
typically class 1 vessels to deal with man
overboard training, as well as energency anchori ng,
which is the enmergency brake for any vessel. This
area has been used traditionally, as a matter of
record, for nost of the charter guys, who have been
around for awhile.

So froman instruction and safety
standpoi nt, from a busi ness standpoint, and al so as
a matter of safety, this is a matter of record.
It's regular and retained use.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
MASTER CAPTAI N W ESENBERG  Thank you
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you

The next speaker, Sherman Goosnan,
foll owed by Nancy Hel m g.

SHERVAN GOOSMAN: My nane is Sherman
Goosman. | live in Fairfield.

And | conme to speak on this as a mater
of di senfranchi senment of everybody, who is not
involved in Mariculture, Inc.

There are thousands and thousands of
boats in the State of Connecticut. They all use
the inshore waters. \Wlere the boaters boat, they
boat | ess than 2,000 feet off the shore, and this
structure is being raised right in that area.

| live on Fairfield Beach. The
aquacul ture school in Bridgeport has a snal
structure simlar to this off of Fairfield Beach.
Nobody, but nobody, boats over the top of it.
Nobody in their right mnd would do it, because
they are worried about the fow .

In addition, the structure takes on a
size that is at least three to five tines its
actual size as people avoid these areas.

|'"d further say that, and |I observed
this on a regular basis. | sit there and watch
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what's going on out there. This is being done
wi thout a plan. There is a whole of Long Island
Sound out there. W have got one of these
structures up in -- up in | guess near Nantic. W
had a pound net two years ago down in the Norwal k
| sl ands. There is no plan out there. Aquaculture
may be the com ng thing, but you need a plan. And
how many of these things are going to sneak in in a
back door manner so that no one ever gets anything
unless it |looks |like some of the bays in Japan
where you can wal k fromone structure to the next.

| urge that you reject this structure;
that you go back to the draw ng boards; that you
create a plan for the whole of Long Island Sound
for integrated use that recogni zes everyone's need.
Pl ease reject this now, go back to the draw ng
board, and get sonething good that we can all agree
upon.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,

Nancy Helmg, who will be followed by Ted
F-ONT-L-L or E-L.
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NANCY HELM G  Good evening. | have
been a nenber of Cedar Point for 22 years and am a
past conmmodor e.

Fromits inception in 1887, Cedar Point
Yacht C ub has been organized to conduct races and
regattas. Qur club has none of the anenities that
the public often associates with "yacht clubs.” W
have only a sinple serviceabl e wooden structure as
our clubhouse with no fancy accoutrenents, no
di ning room no plush uphol stered furniture, no
pool or tennis courts. Qur entire focus has al ways
been the pursuit of sailboat racing.

Qur regul ar racing season runs from
late April into the end of Septenber. During these
20 weeks, about 500 people participate on our race
course each and every week and have done so for
decades.

The Wednesday ni ght series draws boats
fromthe entire Westport area and routinely
attracts over 200 sailors fromall over Fairfield
County.

About 40 ski ppers and crews race

Vanguard 15s on Thursday ni ghts.
On Saturdays, races are held for
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i ghtnings and Thistles, both small centerboard
boats, and Stars and Atlantics, which have keels.
Close to 120 skippers and crew partici pate.

Approxi mately 250 peopl e race on
Sundays, including those in the Atlantic and
Vanguard fleets, as well as three divisions of the
| arger cruising class boats. Cruising class boats
are the only type of boats that are equi pped with
an engine. Al of our other fleets rely on the
wind to transport themto and fromthe race course.

In addition to our very active regul ar
raci ng schedule, we are asked to host between 10
and 17 maj or regional, national and international
chanpi onshi ps. Last year, 186 optim sts conpeted
on our racing circle for the New Engl and
Chanpi onship. This year for the Vanguard 15
Nat i onal Chanpi onship, we expect 80 to 100 boats
and for the Lightning North Americans we anticipate
400 sail ors.

In 2004, we will be hosting the Laser
North Anmerican Chanpionship. Since this is the
continental chanpionship where the -- for an

A ynpic year, we expect about 200 of the best
di nghy sailors fromaround the world to attend,
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along with their boats. The nunber of requests we
receive to host these regattas is testanent to our
superb |l ocation, which is within 45 m nutes of our
racing area and our superior race conmttees, who
are nmenbers who volunteer week after week

For nore than 70 contiguous years,
Cedar Point nenbers have had a tradition of
conducting and participating in sailboat racing in
our racing circle.

The proposed application for
aquaculture within our racing area would
significantly inpact these activities and our
ability to pass on our passion for sail boat racing
to the next generation.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

NANCY HELM G Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Pl ease give us
your statenents, if possible. O just a rem nder,
if you have a lengthy statenent, leave it in the
box right over here, please.

My friend Ted wll provide the next

statement .
He will be followed by Paul 1ffland.
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TED FONTELI EU:. Good evening. M nane
is Ted Fontelieu. | have lived in -- by the way, |
have got to say, | had the opportunity of |istening
to everyone before nme very carefully. | deleted
four paragraphs in this. It has already been said.

| have lived in Westport for 42 years
and have been a nenber of Cedar Point, Cedar Point
Yacht Club, all of that tine.

One of the assignnents given ne each
spring by the club is placenent of nine fixed marks
inacircular pattern. They formour racing and
sailing areas. | locate themby GPS or Loran for
accuracy, and they seemto be. Marks have been in
t hese positions for 50 years and are freely shared
with the sister clubs in our area, who choose to
race in these waters.

| have taken the recent opportunity to
study the feasibility of relocating the sailing
circle in order to avoid the hazards that woul d be
presented to our fleets by the Mariculture
structure and have found the foll ow ng:

If we nove to the west, we are bl ocked

by Cockenoe Island and Cockenoe Reef. Also this
woul d encroach on the comrercial boat traffic using
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t he Saugatuck Ri ver channel.

If we nove to the north, we're too
close to the recreational beaches. |In fact, we
woul d be on the beaches.

If we nove to the east, it would
encroach on waters used by other clubs and greatly
increase sailing tine to and from our club, which
i n emergencies could becone a serious safety issue.

If we nove it to the south, it
encroaches on the navigational waters of Long
| sl and Sound, and it's highly unlikely the United
States Coast Guard would allow this, or would
approve it.

We, therefore, hope that you wll not
allow the intrusion of a commercial enterprise that
woul d j eopardi ze the public recreational activities
in this area, which have been here for over a
hundred years.

Thank you very nmuch t hank

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

The next speaker, Paul Iffland, wll be
foll owed by Jay Lurie.
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PAUL | FFLAND: Good evening. M/ nane
is Paul Iffland, and |I've been sailing at Cedar
Point for 25 years; and with this experience, |'m
periodically asked to serve as race chairmn and
natural ly conduct the races.

| want to share briefly with you
toni ght what's involved with conducting these
races, because that is the core probl em why
we -- it's virtually inpossible for us to coexi st
with the applicant's oyster structure.

To start a day of racing, the comnmttee
boat nust anchor directly doww nd fromthe first
turning mark of the course. This is not optional.
The wi nd al one dictates where the starting |ine has
to be. So the potential starting |ines equal
360 degrees of a conpass. You've got to be able to
go where the w nd dictates.

As soon as the conmttee boat has
positioned and anchored itself, then a chase or
rescue boat has to cone in, and it drops the anchor
for the starting pin perpendicular to the rhunbline
of the wind direction. GOkay. That starting mark

and commttee boat fornms the starting line, but if
the wind shifts at |east five degrees, that chase
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boat has to cone in and drag the starting mark
either forward or backward to square up the line to
create a level playing field. It's a matter of
fairness and -- and, actually, safety for
the -- the participants.

After we start the races and start al
of the divisions, then the chase boat nmust up
anchor, the commttee boat nust up anchor and go to
the windward mark to the course. There we again
monitor wind direction and wi nd speed, and we
change course as necessary, and then signal the
boat s.

If the wind dies, then the commttee
boat nust up anchor and go to one of the turning
mar ks and create a finish line, a shortened finish
line. Al of these activities cannot be done on
top of 360 acres of a conplex cable network. It
just can't be done.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,

Jay Lurie, followed by Mark Zi nrer mann.
By the way, a rem nder, the additional
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st enographer is avail able near the registration
area should you wish to provide that coment
W thout the inposed tine restrictions. She is
right outside, and I know she has sone tine to take
care of your needs.

Sir.

JAY LURIE: Good evening. Thanks to so
many of you for turning out here. Here goes the
t wo- m nute version

My nane is Jay Lurie. |1'mthe fleet
captain for the Cedar Point Vanguard 15 fleet. |
wish to briefly address the critical safety issues
that the Mariculture application would present to
our program

Put sinply, our concerns are twofold.
Cedar Point is primarily a small boat racing club
and: One, small sailboats frequently capsize; and,
two, sail boats that are racing, and even ones that
aren't, occasionally need to anchor. First, let ne
address capsi ze ri sk.

All small sail boats capsize
occasionally, and all of the classes of small

centerboarders raced at Cedar Poi nt have nmsts,
which are taller than the 10 foot suggested
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cl earance. On breezy days, capsize occurrences
range from occasional to w despread. Wen boats
capsi ze they also frequently "turtle" or turn
conpletely upside down. All the sailors end up in
the water. Rigging, including masts, boons,
shrouds, spreaders and ropes could easily snag in
the oyster apparatus and be damaged. There is also
an unacceptable risk of injury to participants
si nce anyone attenpting to free their boat could
potentially becone ensnared thensel ves.

Anot her inportant safety feature, which
woul d be jeopardized by this proposal is a
sail boat's ability to anchor either while racing or
while in the vicinity of the course. For our
fleets, the mgjority of which don't have engines,
t he nost comon use of anchoring is during severe
t hunderstorns, which can approach rapidly. At such
tinmes to maintain control, sailboats may be
required to lower their sails, drop anchor, and
ride out the storm As you can see, sail boats
don't always have the flexibility to determ ne
where and when they nust anchor. Anchoring wthin

the oyster farm boundary could easily result in the
| oss of one's anchor and tackle, damage to the
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apparatus itself, or negatively inpact the hol ding
properties of an anchor.

Each year, Cedar Point runs hundreds of
races for thousands of sailors. Sooner or later we
w Il be caught out in a big blow Racing smal
sail boats is potentially risky enough just as
surely as small safety precautions can result in
vastly inproved safety margins by renoving or
[imting known practices or by adding risks, the
bal ance tips dramatically away from conpetitors
Sharing our racing area wth this equi pmrent woul d
be inconsistent with prudent race managenent and
basi ¢ common sense. If this proposal is approved,
it will jeopardize the excellence of our sailing
program and even worse, expose our sailors to
unnecessary risk and harm

Thank you very much for your tine.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker
is Mark Zi nmrermann, who will be followed by M chael
Col nes.

MARK ZI MMERVANN:  Good evening. MWy
name is Mark Zimmermann. | aman attorney with the
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firmof Updike, Kelly & Spellacy in Hartford. W
represent Cedar Point Yacht Club in its opposition
to Mariculture's proposal on the Wstport
coastline.

As you heard from prior speakers, as
wel | as someone that follows, Cedar Point is a very
uni que | ocal treasure. It appreciates the
opportunity to get its comments on the record.

| would like to just briefly highlight
t he concerns that Cedar Point has about the
Maricul ture proposal. The Westport portion of the
Maricul ture proposal is proposed to be | ocated
right in the mddle of the Cedar Point standard
racing course. Mariculture's operation wll
inhibit racing participants and spectators from
anchoring and present a severe threat of personal
injury and property danmage to capsized racers and
boat s.

Cedar Point races have been held at
this location for over 70 years. There is no
reasonabl e alternative |ocation avail abl e.

When considering Mariculture's

application, pursuant to 33 CFR Part 320, the Corps
is charged with eval uating and bal anci ng the many
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significant, and often conpeting, uses, including
anongst them aquaculture and recreational uses,
such as boating and racing.

Simlarly, under Connecticut's Coastal
Managenment Act, Section 22a-92, the DEP is required
to evaluate the Mariculture proposal for its
consi stency with coastal policies and for its
adverse inpact on coastal resources and
wat er - dependent uses.

When considering these conpeting
factors, it has been clear that the Mariculture
proposal falls far short of consistency with many
of these coastal policies, anong which are state
policy that the interests of commercial fishing and
recreational boating are equivalent. Approval of
Mariculture's application would inproperly favor
the interests of the oyster industry over that of
recreational boating. Also state policy encourages
recreational boating and inprovenent of coastal
navigation. Mariculture's location, its acreage,
the depth, and the length of |onglines would
probably hinder the navigation of vessels,

i ncludi ng the boats that conpete in club-sanctioned
races and other activities.
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Mari cul ture's proposal does not address
all these conpeting state uses. Gven the Arny
Corps' need to balance the conpeting interests, it
is clear that a long history of sailboat racing and
recreational use in this location should take
precedence over Mariculture's conflicting
oper ati on.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Qur next speaker, M chael Col nes,
foll owed by Charles Kreitler.

M CHAEL COLNES: M nane is M chael
Colnes. | amthe governor of Cedar Point Yacht
Cl ub responsible for the racing program

You just heard from several people,
who described for the record how the extensive
sail boat racing activity in Westport is inpacted by
the proposed structure. | would like to tie these
comments together so the record can effectively
reflect the reasons for our opposition.

First, despite the size of our racing
program Cedar Point doesn't exclude others from
the enjoynent of the public waters near Westport.

We run races over 180 days each year, but don't try
to exclude nonparticipating vessels fromthe racing
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area. W are mndful that many of our nei ghbors
enjoy these waters and try to reduce the
interference to an absol ute m ni num

In addition to the club racing program
and it's enjoyed by so many of our |ocal residents,
the racing area we are tal king about is a
destination venue for major national and
i nternational chanpionships that regularly bring
racers to Westport fromall over the world. As a
result, Westport has becone one of the top
| ocations for sailboat racing in the entire U. S
It would be a tragedy to put this | ocal achievenent
at risk.

Qur opposition to the pendi ng
application is based entirely on the safety and
practical inplications of placing a | arge conpl ex
structure 10 feet below the surface in the mddle
of this active racing area.

As you have heard, the proposed
I onglines structure will make the anchoring of
essential race commttee boats and marks inpossible
and is a safety threat to the small boats racing

when they either capsize or need to anchor in an
ener gency.
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We can't nove our circle due to
interference with navigation and have ot her adverse
i npacts. Under the statutes that govern the
agency's action on this application, both the DEP
and the Arny Corps are required to conduct a
bal ancing of interests anong the various legitimte
uses for the public waters we all share.

Recreational boating interests to be
bal anced here are extensive. The racing activities
bring an average of 500 people a week to the area
in which the applicant seeks its permt.

The waters covered by the application
in Westport have one of the highest rates of
recreational use along the entire Connecti cut
coastline. If this public use doesn't neet the
statutory m ni num standard to outwei gh the
interests of a private comercial enterprise, then
| submt that there is no balance of interest at
all, which may be contrary to both statutes.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Charles Kreitler, followed by Nelson Stephenson.
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CHARLES KREI TLER: Good evening. | am
speaki ng on behalf of the Thistle C ass Association
as the Governor of the Long Island Sound District.
My nane is Charlie Kreitler.

The Thistle is a 17-foot notorl ess
sai |l ing di nghy designed in 1945. The Thistle O ass
Association is a national organization with over
1, 800 nenbers, whose purpose is to encourage the
racing of Thistles. W're a famly organization
wi th nmenbers ranging from8 to 80 years old, and
it's not unconmmon to have three generations of
sailors racing the sane boat.

Cedar Point Yacht Club is a very
i nportant venue to the nenbers of the Thistle C ass
Association. Thistle Fleet 99, chartered in 1961
races at Cedar Point Yacht Club and is one of the
five largest Thistle fleets in the country. It has
al so produced six Thistle National Chanpions.

The Thistle National Chanpionship is an
essential function of the Thistle C ass
Association. It's an annual event that several
hundred sailors fromaround the country conpete in.

Cedar Point Yacht C ub has hosted the Thistle
Nat i onal Chanpi onshi ps on two occasi ons and has
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expressed an interest in hosting themagain in the
future.

The proposed oyster nursery off
Westport conflicts with this extrenely inportant
venue to Thistle C ass Association nenbers. This
proposal woul d create an excl usion zone to sail boat
racing that affects Cedar Point Yacht C ub and
racing Thistles in particular.

Here are our concerns:

First, the mast of a Thistle is
24 feet, 8 and 3/4 inches above its deck, and it is
not uncommon for themto capsize during racing.

The proposed oyster nursery, constructed of a
network of cables is suspended 10 feet below the
wat er surface, presents a severe hazard to capsized
boats and their sailors.

Second, anchoring is essential in
sai | boat racing. The proposed oyster nursery
structures wll prevent anchoring of any kind,
because of the risk of entanglenent. Wthin the
proposed area, race conmttee and spectator boats
will not be able to anchor or set marks for racing.

Conpetitors will not be able to anchor in case of
an enmergency, nor will they be able to anchor in
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light wnds, as provided for in the Racing Rul es of
Sai |l i ng.

Therefore, the proposed oyster nursery
will deprive the Thistle C ass Association of a
venue that is essential to our nenbers and the
sport of sailing. The Thistle Cl ass Association is
strongly opposed to the proposed aquacul ture
project off the coast of Westport, and we ask that
the permt not be granted.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Nel son St ephenson, will be followed by Martin
Levi ne.

NELSON STEPHENSON: Good evening. M
name i s Nel son Stephenson. |'mthe president of
t he Munm 30 Cl ass Associ ation and an active nenber
of the US Sailing One Design O ass Council.

Qur sail boat happens to be a seven-foot
keel, and I'd just like to point out in the process
of racing our owm 30, we achieve speeds up to 20

knots in conditions that blow 15 to 20 mles an
hour. In a three-foot surge, we will greatly
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exceed the 10-foot depth that is being described
under many conditions.

Can you imagi ne a 9,000 pound boat with
a crew of eight, surfing down a wave, and catchi ng
one of these traps would be disastrous for the race
course and al so the support boats that are trying
to help the people that are in jeopardy.

| would like to point out that the
project we're tal king about creates an excl usion
zone for racing. W shouldn't underestinmate that.
In an area that racing has been commonly conducted
for over 100 years, | want to make it clear that
we're not opposed to commercial utilization of this
area. In fact, our fleets and nmany of our racers
have coexisted wth | obsternen, fishernen and ot her
econom c interests in the area, and we coexi sted
wel | for the past century.

It's clear to us that there is an
econom ¢ | oss involved here to the boating
community, and this is a nonconpatible use of the
site. W' re not against environnental use of
water. We're not against fishing or shellfishing.

We're just against being excluded fromthe area
that we've used for comon racing over the period
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of the last century.

Also, | want to point out that Cedar
Point is not an average club. Last year, the award
reci pient of the One Design club of the year, it
was recogni zed as the nost outstanding racing
venue. If you | ook up and down Long Island Sound,
this is a unique sight. This is not just a sight
that is an everyday use of this particul ar venue.
So you wll be taking, with approval of this
application, an extrenely val uabl e resource of
sai | boat racing around the United States, certainly
on the eastern seaboard and many of the national
regattas that have been di scussed.

| would personally lIike to recomend
that the exclusion of racing fromthe site would be
far, far nore detrinental than would be apparent in
the presentation | saw Mariculture make just a few
m nutes ago. So | would strongly recommend you
consider the fact that this excludes racing from
the site. This is a nonconpatible use; and
certainly, | would encourage you to reject the
appl i cation.

Thank you very nuch.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,

Martin Levin, followed by Peter RA-T-K-1-E-WI-C Z
or GH  Sorry.

MARTIN LEVIN:  Yeah. M nane is Marty
Levin. | live on Laurel Beach representing nyself
and M| ford Yacht C ub.

The MIford Yacht C ub whol eheartedly
supports those views expressed by the Cedar Point
Yacht C ub.

Now, just a couple quick points here.
Wth respect to the handout entitled Proposed
Shel | fish Contai nment Area Nunber 2, MIford. The
soundi ngs here are not terribly accurate. This
area is heavily silted, and | suggest and request
that Mariculture get current soundings and submt
t hose instead of the soundings that are expressed
in this chart.

Secondly, this area in MIford, as has
been said, local fishernen, sailing, and this area
is used by upwards of 100 boats on one occasi on,
the Fourth of July, to viewthe fireworks from

south -- Short Beach in Stratford. This whole
project in both Westport and MIford, and |I have



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

76
lived in both communities, and | sailed in both
bodi es of water, is an accident waiting to happen.

Next, anchoring. [It's al nost
i npossible to anchor in a situation with this
project, regardless of what they say. You have got
100 feet of line, 150 feet of line. The boat
sw ngs because of the weather, because of the w nd,
because of the current. The line wll get
entangl ed. There is no question about that. And I
see peopl e having problenms anchoring without this
kind of a project.

(Laughter.)

MARTIN LEVIN: If it's approved -- |I'm
just wondering if Mariculture will seek to add to
these existing lines, and I -- | suggest that if
it's approved that they be restricted from addi ng
any additional |ines.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Pl ease, please take the tinme and see the
st enographer so we can get all your thoughts on the
record.

M. Peter Ratkiew ch --

PETER RATKI EW CH:  Rat ki ewi ch.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG -- will be
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fol | oned by Edw n Rhodes.

Sir.

PETER RATKI EW CH  Peter Ratkiew ch,
fl eet captain of Housatonic Boat Club and MIford
resident. 1'd like to register ny objections to
the application on a nunber of bases that you have
al ready heard, so | won't reiterate them but
navi gati onal obstructions, anchoring obstructions,
fishing obstructions.

More specifically, the application
itself, the schematics that are provided do not
refl ect wave action in the bay of the MIford area
and probably in the Westport area as well. The
eight-foot depth in the MIford area is of extrene
concern. The average depth of the keels in the
MIford area is probably around six feet. |If you
have a sinple eight-foot depth in still water and
add a three-foot chop, the keel of the average
sail boat is going to run into just as was descri bed
earlier, run into these cables.

A three-foot chop is a fairly easy
thing to realize in the area in MIford with a

sinple southerly breeze of 10 to 15 knots. You can
pick up a good two to three foot chop very, very
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qui ckly.

As well in the application materials
that are on the Corps' website, there is a
statenent that says there is no known recreational
activity in the area. Housatonic Boat C ub has
been using this area for sailing and sail boat
racing for about 116 years.

To coin a phrase that Dr. Garofal o has
been passing around, "Smart boaters know their
water." The obstruction, or underwater obstruction
navi gati onal markers is equivalent to saying no
anchorage. This has been reiterated.

The sighting and the size of this farm
make a huge difference, and | would like to support
t he concept that an overall plan up and down the
entire Connecticut coast be made for this type of
application before many nore of these applications
arise. |It's fairly obvious to see that
this -- this technology, if successful, wll be
expanded upon by the many operators in both the
MIford Bay, the Westport Bay, and any ot her
shel I fishing areas in the state.

Thank you for the opportunity to
conment .
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Edw n Rhodes, followed by Fred Fassman.

EDW N RHODES: Thanks. Good eveni ng.
My nane is Ed Rhodes. |'ma marine biologist. |
have a 40-year career in aquacul ture, nost of that
in shellfish, and a ot of that right here in
MIford at the National Marine Fishery Service Lab.

For four years ending in 2001, | was
t he National Aquaculture Coordinator for them at
their Washington -- at Washington, D.C
headquarters, and | amcurrently an aquacul ture
consul tant based here in MIford.

|'"'m here to support the proposal by
Mariculture Unlimted and to add to the discussion
about shellfish culturing using subnmerged gear from
my own experience.

| founded and devel oped a shellfish
conpany in Chile that grows scallops in net cages
hung from suspended longlines simlar to those
proposed by Mariculture Unlimted.

The Chil ean conpany that | founded uses
more than 1,000 shellfish |lines, each nore than 600
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feet long, except for size, very simlar to those
proposed by Mariculture Unlimted.

In the six years of operation while |
was in Chile with this project, we had no
ent angl enents of recreational or fishing boats in
t hat year.

In order to further explore the boating
safety issue, | recently did an e-nmail and phone
survey of people | knew involved in shellfish
culture lines. Everyone | contacted got back to
me. A total of 10 people fromthe Northeastern
U.S., Alaska, Canada and Norway. These peopl e have
wor ked wi th suspended cul ture systens for between
two and 20 years at each of these sites, and none
of themreported any recreational boating accidents
i nvol ving their gear.

A Canadi an respondent, on the other
side, reported that he knew of at |east two
occasi ons where shellfish culture lines were
damaged once by a comercial fishing boat that
pl owed t hrough, and once when an icebreaker's
propellers cut two of the lines.

My experience in Chile and the results
frommy survey show that shellfish culture Iines
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pose little or no threat to recreational boating;
and when danmage does occur, as when | arge vessels
interact with the aquaculture gear, the damage is
to aquacul ture gear and not to the vessels.

Those people | surveyed urged marki ng
areas where the shellfish gear is |located nore to
protect the gear fromboats than to protect boats
fromthe gear.

And, finally, commercial fisheries
based on wild stocks will not neet the grow ng
needs for seafood, and increasingly aquaculture
production will be required to fill this gap. The
proposal by Mariculture Unlimted is an exanpl e of
the kind of forward thinking we need to increase
the availability of high quality seafood.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

EDWN RHODES: | urge its approval.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Fred Fassman, who will be followed by Vincent
Gal | ogly.

FRED FASSMAN: |'m a nenber of the
Cedar Point Yacht Cub, but |I'm speaking on a
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personal basis here. And having heard so nuch fact
and nunbers and races, | will just nmake this a
personalized thing for nyself and famly, and I'I
give you a little perspective here and then maybe
add sone color and reality to a | ot of nunbers and
regul ati ons.

Let nme read you a little bit about July
Fourth. So rather than tal k about how many, let's
just illustrate what happens July Fourth off Conpo
Beach in this area we're tal king about.

There are literally hundreds of people
on hundreds of boats for the July Fourth fireworks
sponsored by Westport. Wall-to-wall boats anchored
exactly in this area. Now, |'mnot suggesting for
one night a year we nmake a decision or use that as
a maj or decisive factor.

VWhat | amtrying to illustrate is the
magni tude of the nunber of people in this
particular area and that, in fact, there is no
where else to go, because if you can nove outward,
you're in very deep water and can't anchor. So |I'm
not tal king about size factors here other than how

big is this popul ation.
Now, soneone has tal ked about



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

83
anchoring, and the liability hasn't been di scussed.
If we anchor, or if we snag a |ine, both have been
di scussed, the question becones are we financially
liable to Mariculture, and how do we protect that
litability. So there is a financial inplication
that | don't understand yet, and | don't understand
yet how you are going to protect the safety of the
i ndi viduals. The rest of this has been di scussed
sol won't read it again. But | do | eave one | ast
stat enent here.

My famly and | have been boating in
this area since 1992, and we use it extensively on
weekends and Wednesday ni ght sail boat racing. W
bal ance our busy lives between work and | eisure,
and that neans to us sharing tine on the waters
with famly. That's another type of bal ance that |
woul d not like to see |ost.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Vincent Gallogly. | hope |I pronounced that...

VI NCENT GALLOGLY: It's got a long O

Gal | ogly.
| live in Westport. |'man active
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boat er and have been there for 30 years. | speak
only to sites la and 1b.

The Corps has a long history of being
very proactive and creating and participating in
i nnovative solutions to problens, but it also
carefully selects who it goes forward with. It is
to that that I want to speak.

| have with ne the ads appearing in the
West port newspaper and a conmentary by the
applicant. They are contradictory of the
application; and on the other hand, in sync with
them It is hard for nme to determne, as an
obj ective reader of these, where the applicant
stands. One day he tells us you can noor or anchor
wi thin the cages; and on the other, that a fair
m nded boater knows where not to be, to wit, within
this zone of netal snares.

The applicant -- the ad headl i ne says,
"Save the oyster.” One |ooks at the US EPA
t hreat ened and endangered species lists. | cannot
find the eastern oyster anong them

Finally, within the sailing area, he

made a recommendati on of placing buoys so that the
commttee boat and the pin for the starting line
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may be affixed, and thus we elimnate the need to
anchor. W all know that there are two ngj or w nds
droves in this area, one from LaCGuardia Airport,
another from Stratford. They tell us the dom nant
wind is from 240 degrees, plus or m nus.
Unfortunately, no one told the wind to only cone
fromthat direction on race day. It varies. It
varies within five mnutes. And so the discussion
you heard says we have to nove to make these
al i gnnent s.

| have the extension of ny renmarks.
Those are the points that are not duplicative of
that which you heard earlier fromour First
Sel ectman and fromthe Attorney General. Pl ease
gi ve those your undivided attention.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Paul Myerson -- or, yeah, Myerson followed by U-N-A
first nane; |ast nane, GL-EEM MO N

PAUL MYERSON: Thank you. |'m Paul
Meyerson from Westport and a nenber of Cedar Poi nt

Yacht Club, and | speak tonight not as a sailor,
but as the volunteer parent in charge of Cedar
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Point's junior sailing program

Cedar Point is perhaps the nost active
club on Long Island Sound in terns of posting
junior sailing events for children ages 8 to 18 due
toits close by, youth friendly, racing circle.
Very few of the 48 clubs affiliated with the Junior
Sai ling Association of Long |Island Sound can host
junior regattas with over 100 boats. Cedar Poi nt
routinely hosts such events, and as such, serves
the junior sailing conmmunities of Fairfield County
and New Haven County, Westchester County and the
entire north coast of Long Island.

To illustrate the increasing vitality
of junior sailing racing at Cedar Point, | would
like to read the junior sailing regattas hosted by
Cedar Point over the past three years: The 2001
JSA Optim st Open Regatta with 120 boats and
sailors; the 2001 Laser and Club 420 race week, 156
boats, 212 junior sailors; the 2002 Bl ue Jay
Nationals, 25 boats, 53 junior sailors; the 2002
Opti m st New Engl and Chanpi onshi ps, 186 boats and
sailors from 1l states and Bernuda; the 2003 JSA

Optim st Open, 144 boats and 144 junior sailors;
and next week we are hosting the 2003 JSA Laser and
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Club 420 Race Week, 169 boats, 224 sailors and
counti ng.

The boats participating in these
regattas all have masts for sails that extend nore
than the 10 feet and thus become -- and could thus
becone entangled in the subnerged | onglines as
pr oposed.

Moving the race course to avoid this,
the longlines, would require eight-year-old
sailors, who weigh 60 pounds to sail an additional
three-quarters of a mle to reach the race course.
As the --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Thank
you, sir. Please submt your entire statenent for
t he record.

Wul d you pl ease pronounce your name
for everyone.

UNA GLENNON:  Una --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you

UNA GLENNON:  -- d ennon.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

UNA GLENNON: | am-- | live at 28th

Avenue. | amthe alderman representing this
district where this project is being discussed.
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| would Iike to stand here and say to
you | know the tides and | know the boats and |
know, you know, all the technicalities of
sai |l boating, but what 1'mgoing to tell you is that
| sit on ny beach, and | watch our children
sai |l boating up and down very close to this kind of
an area. W're very close to this projected area.
| see fathers teaching children howto sail a boat.
| see big boats with people junping off themto
swwmin an area. | have asked questions here this
eveni ng about how often you would have to conme and
pi ck up these oysters. They said every two weeks.
How long will it take? They don't know. It's
going to inpact our quality of life no matter what
you do. And | sit here tonight and listen to these
men di scussing boats turning over, and | say to
myself, if we had a teenager on a sail boat that got
caught in these traps and these |lines and died
woul d this project be worth it for sone man to nake
a |l ot of noney?

Put it sonepl ace el se.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma' am
(Appl ause.)



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

89

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  The next
speaker -- our next speaker, Lee Weiner, followed
by John G Il espie.

LEE VI NER.  Thank you. | am Lee
Wei ner from Westport, Connecticut. | have been
boating in Westport for nore than 25 years, and |
amrepresenting the M nuteman Yacht C ub, Westport
Town' s Boating Association, and |I'm a past
conmodor e.

The M nuteman Yacht Club is organized
to pronote the pleasures of boating and to
represent the interests of boat owners in the
Westport community in matters affecting safety and
boating facilities. W not only
represent -- excuse ne -- nore than 220 West port
boating famlies, but we are representative of
West port boating. Qur nenbers own vessels from 16
to 40 feet or nore, and as a club participate in
all facets of recreational boating, cruising,
fishing, racing and just plain relaxing.

W believe the system proposed by
Mariculture covering a half square mle of waters

heavily utilized by recreation boaters represents a
hazard to navigation and a risk to any and all of
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our vessels and persons on board. To ensure their
safety in the area, we would have to go off limts,
a severe adverse inpact on |local marine recreation.

We al so question the seriousness of the
application. The representations keep changi ng,
the nunber of lines, floats, the size of buoys. W
believe the application does not provide anything
close to the finished engi neered docunent. Recent
representations in the ad in the Westport News
further anplify our concern.

Aquacul tures applied for has never been
attenpted on Long |Island Sound. The Mohegan
facility is the only recently approved, as yet
unproven. The nearest apparent operations of this
sort are in the Pacific Ocean. And fromthe
article in the Stratford Advocate April 2, '03,
whi ch |'ve condensed, the Aquacul ture Bureau only
recently approved proposals to raise oysters in
suspended cages. A quote from Donald Bell man, an
envi ronnment al anal yst fromthe Departnent of
Agriculture said, | would like to see how this
wor ks.  Applicant reported that -- has reported

that Mariculture is a hobby for himwth the
prospect of limtations and/or dangers to
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recreational boating. This added to his work as
whi nsi cal and frivolous for agencies at the federal
and state governnents to give any serious
consideration, and we firmly request that the
application be denied.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
John G llespie, followed by Kevin Gunther.

JOHN G LLESPI E:  Good evening. John
G llespie, Wstport, Connecticut, spokesperson for
Keep Westport Waterways Open. W represent
bat hers, beachgoers and boaters that use the
beaches and waters of Wstport, Connecticut.
have several points to make.

The application is proposed for the
wrong place. The project, as proposed, is smack in
the center of Westport's public main street for
boating. As there are no submtted engi neering
studies, or environnental inpact statements to
assure the public, why would the Corps place this

oyster raising project with its projected nortality
rate of 875,000 oysters off one of the nobst popul ar
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and scenic public town beaches on Long |Island Sound
and less than a mle fromthe state beach at
Sherwood | sl and?

This application creates a dangerous
hazard to navigation. This subsurface factory
creates an artificial mechanical reef roughly
one-hal f the size of New York's Central Park
obstructing the public channel leading to the
safety of the harbor. 169 |onglines, hundreds of
surface and subsurface buoys, hol ding up 8, 450
cages lurk to collide wth boats, snag their
anchors and fishing lines generally creating a
no- boating zone in the mddl e of Westport's
traditional waterway main street.

The traditional 100-year-old sail boat
raci ng grounds of Cedar Point Yacht Club wll be
severely and adversely inpacted by this project.
This project adversely inpacts thousands of public
boaters to the benefit of one man's publicly quoted
statenent that this is his hobby. Wstport voters
pay hundreds of thousands of dollars on annual fees
to the state for the traditional use of the

proposed permt areas for recreational boating.
The use of this permit area for other than its
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historic and paid for by the public above bottom
use is for recreational boating. The Arny Corps is
charged with protecting the public trust, which is
not served by the Mariculture plan.

And, finally, | believe echoing D ane
Farrell and Attorney Blunenthal, the state needs to
devel op a | ong-range plan to accommbdat e al
interests.

Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Kevin @unther, followed by WIIiam Bal ch.

KEVIN GUNTHER: M nane is Kevin
@unt her, address nunber 2 MIford Point Road, Cedar
Beach.

M. Rosenberg, M. Byrne, the board, |
have to state that | am opposed to this proposed
| ongline oyster farm ng project on a nunber of
reasons.

| feel that these suspended cages woul d
be an i npedence to navigation, particularly deep

draft sail boats of which there are many in the
Housat oni ¢ Ri ver ar ea. | al so know that the
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project would, if approved, virtually close these
waters to the public, approximately 155 acres of
public water. This would virtually elimnate
fishing in this area. | have personally pursued
school s of bluefish, albacore and the striper in
this very area, and | don't fear -- | don't fee
t hat access to these should be |ost.

| also question the effect of current
on these longlines. Also the effect of storns, in
particular winter northeast storns when wave
hei ghts can surpass four, five and six foot in this
area, and the occurrence can exceed the point 8
knot and the point 1.1 knots. There are a nunber
of days now when the oyster boats are restricted
fromworki ng on these beds, because the area is too
rough, and the conditions are too poor.

At the present time, it was confirnmed
toni ght by Joe that Mariculture Unlimted now has
approxi mately 600 cages on the ground suspended
sitting on the ground in the northern section of
this property. They show up very easily on
fishing -- fish finders, and it seens that

Aquacul ture [sic] Unlimted hopes to get the
suspended -- these cages off the ground and al so
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suspended, which would effectively double the size
of this farm

| would al so note that these oysters on
the bottomare doing fairly well. | don't argue
with the theory that growing oysters in cages is
probably nore efficient and protects the crop from
oyster drills and starfish and other predators, but
| don't believe it's worth giving up access to
public waters. | think you have to renenber that
t hese beds are |eased fromthe State of
Connecticut, and they are not owned by Mariculture
Unlimted.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
W1 liam Bal ch

Did | pronounce that correctly, sir? |
doubt it. And you -- sir, you will be followed by
Doris Tayl or.

WLLI AM BALCH: Good evening. M nane
is WlliamBalch. | ama Wstport resident, a

boater, a nmenber of the Westport Harbor Conm ssion
and past commodore of Saugatuck Harbor Yacht C ub
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but | am here speaking for nyself as an individual.

A few weeks ago, a nmenber of our club
was returning to Saugatuck Harbor froma cruise on
his 40-foot sailboat. His sails were furled, and
he was notoring past CGeorges Rock buoy in the area
of the proposed oyster farm when his engine
suddenly stopped. Because there was a stiff
nort heast wi nd bl owi ng hi mtowards the rocks of
Cockenoe Reef, Ben dropped his anchor and proceeded
to fix his engine problembefore starting it up
again and continuing up the channel.

It scares nme to think what woul d happen
if Ben's anchor were to drop on one of the proposed
325 foot longlines that woul d al ready be sustaining
t housands and t housands of pounds of tension from
the current acting on sonme 350 cages suspended from
just one of the 169 proposed |ines.

Is it possible that the boat's 20, 000
pound wei ght m ght cause the helix anchors hol di ng
the line to pull free?

Now what happens when Ben's boat and
the now failed | ongline drags down on the next |ine

and the next wth a cascadi ng catastrophic topping
out of scores of lines with thousands of oyster
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trays and mllions of oysters?

The same m ght be worthy of a Dan
Ackroyd and Adam Sandl er novie, but it certainly
doesn't deserve to exist as areal life threat to
our boaters and beaches.

| urge you in the nane of navigational
safety to deny this application.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Doris Taylor, wll be followed by Ri chard Hayes.

DORIS TAYLOR Hi. [I'mDoris Taylor.
| live at 21 1/2 MIford Point Road, Cedar Beach
MIlford. | have lived on Cedar Beach and sail ed
smal| boats in this area for nearly 20 years.

This area is heavily used by
nonor gani zed, small boat, recreational people.
see sailors, fishernen, sail boarders and power
boaters anchoring and swinmmng off their boats, as
well as jet skis and water-skiers right in front of
nmy house all the tinme. It's a common practice for
peopl e to conme anchor right up where they're

tal king about with their famlies and their smal
children and junp off and swmin the water and
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pl ay. You see people fishing out there all the
time.

| have sail ed and capsi zed ny Hobycat
right where they are planning on putting this farm
| have al so recently anchored ny | arger sail boat
right by the spot. | saw the DEP boat doing
soundings in the area, or sonme kind of testing the
ot her day.

There is already a dense field of
floats marking the baskets on the bottomright out
near there, and what they're proposing with 52
lines is another 112 floats right in that area.
And if you |l ook at their chart, again, sonebody
el se nmentioned that the depths on the chart on the
proposal are not accurate. | sail out there with a
depth sender all the tinme, and | can tell you that
it's not as deep as they claimit is. It also
continues to shoal up every single year. So if
there is marginally enough depth this year, it wll
probably not neet those depths that they are
cl ai m ng next year.

So you're -- you're tal ki ng about

hangi ng t hese baskets eight feet bel ow the water.
Maybe they will be seven or eight feet at extrene
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1 lowtide. And then if you do have a little bit of
2 a chop, you're -- you're five or six feet, and

3 sailors will hit their keels on that apparatus.

4 | al so woul d suggest that the reason

5 t hat these people that have had other shellfish

6 farms claimthat they've never had recreational

7 boaters run into themis because they were so

8 clearly marked recreational boaters couldn't go

9 there. 1'd like that not to happen.

10 MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am
11 Thank you.

12 (Appl ause.)

13 MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
14 Ri chard Hayes, will be followed by Dan Mirdoch.

15 RI CHARD HAYES. Good evening. M nane
16 is Richard Hayes. |I'mfrom Stratford, Connecticut.
17 | am a nenber of the Housatonic Boat C ub and one
18 of its past commodores. |'malso a nenber of the
19 Li ghtni ng C ass Associ ati on.
20 Back on April 8th, 2003, | wote to
21 both Peter Francis and Cori Rose in opposition to
22 this proposal. Specifically, the area designated
23 as between the Housatonic R ver and Charles |sland.

24 | have had the pleasure, privilege and
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responsi bility of boating, racing, anchoring and
swming in this area for the past 59 years.

The continuous restricting of the
access of the water areas either fromland and now
fromwater to the general public and the boating
public needs to be stopped. This proposal
generates far too many boating, sw mm ng and
fishing safety issues. This proposal restricts
public access to a prine recreational water
activity area. | have heard no discussion on
removal of equi pnent fromthe property when the
project fails.

Anchoring. Anchoring is a function of
wi nd, current, depth of water, not direction of
proposed lines. In 20 feet of water, and a five to
one anchoring ratio, there is a high probability of
snaggi ng this proposed gear and at hundreds of
dol lars for anchors, this would be a high cost
i npact to the boater.

Sail boats to turtle may have masts as
|l ong as 28 feet and would have a high probability
of snaggi ng proposed |ines and nodul es.

As far as nodul es are concerned at the
Stratford/ MIford area, it |ooks like there would
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be 2,800 nodules, which is an awful |ot of nodul es.
The area at the Stratford/MIford site should be
checked for the water depth, because a | ot of
silting has occurred in this area on both sides of
the breakwater, the Stratford breakwater that is
| eading up to the Housatonic River.

As a matter of fact, there are many
coments now about one has to nove the sand bars
out there.

As far as Cedar Point Yacht Club is
concerned, | have spent many weekends at Cedar
Poi nt Yacht Club racing |adies, and I concur with
their comments regarding this proposal.

One | ast thought | guess is it just so
happens that a nenber of ny famly is also a nenber
of the Lightning O ass Association and has the
responsibility for site selection for many of their
maj or regattas. This particular year we're going
to be at the Cedar Point Yacht Cub bringing in
hundreds of boats -- at |east a hundred boats, and
| think it was nentioned 400 famlies.

| also then concur with the coments

from Cedar Poi nt Yacht C ub menbers.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
Dan Murdoch, will be followed by Karl Dale.

DAN MURDOCH. Good evening. M nane is
Dan Murdoch. |'mthe Chairman of the Boating
Advi sory Conmttee for the Town of Westport,
Connecti cut.

As you have gathered, the waters off of
Westport are heavily used. They are used by oyster
men, | obstermen, commercial charter boats,
recreational fishernen, pleasure boats, both sai
and power; and as you certainly know by now, fleets
of racing sail boats.

The interesting thing is this has been
going on for over a century, and everybody has been
able to coexist in the sane area. Oysters have
been gathered in these waters while all this other
activity has gone on.

The point | think that's inportant that
hasn't been made yet is that by denying this
application, which | urge you to do, does not

prohi bit the applicant fromstill harvesting
oysters on his |l ease areas. He can use it, stil
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do it by traditional neans. It sounds |like a great
conprom se. It already exists for an existing
area. This would al so give enough tinme for the
applicant to search for a nore viable site for his
project. The First Selectnmen -- the First
Sel ect woman has prom sed to work with himon this.
We woul d encourage that, and we'd give the state
time to conme up wth a plan, which has been tal ked
about quite a bit tonight. So on that basis, |
urge you to reject this.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker
is Karl Dale. Followng M. Dale, Bobby, the
stenographer is giving ne the sign she needs to
change the tape. So if | could propose a 15 or so

m nute break follow ng M. Dale.

Thank you.

KARL DALE: Good evening. |'m Karl
Dale. | live in Trunbull. | ama boat owner and
avid recreational angler. | support Mariculture

Unlimted' s project as a fisherman, a fish-rel ated

structure. This will provide sone excellent
structure for fish. It will also help to clean our
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wat ers, which we definitely need with phosphates
and nitrogen, and hypoxia is an issue in Long
| sl and Sound.

The oysters are filters that wll help
to assist in that effort. Mariculture Unlimted' s
project is not a navigational hazard to the average
boater. The Arny Corps of Engi neers, Coast Cuard,
and the DEP are going to require the gear be
adequately marked and nmi nt ai ned, and subnerged
lines wll be countersunk at |least to 10 feet and,
therefore, will allow the greater percentage of
vessel s going through the area to pass through.

It's also an excellent opportunity as a
former restaurateur, one of the things we like to
do in our restaurant is to provide |ocal fresh
products; and in that effort, | would be highly
interested in the restaurant field to have sone
| ocal oysters to offer, and I think a |lot of other
restaurateurs would al so wel cone that.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
gentlemen, we will take a short recess and
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reconvene here about five after 9:00.

You are rem nded if you need to
make -- if you would like to make a statenent, a
st enographer is available to take that statenent
during the break.

Menbers of the nedia are invited to
check in wwth M. Tim Dugan outside. And | wll
see you all in about 15, 20 m nutes.

Thank you.

(Wher eupon, there was a short break
t aken.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Ladi es and
gent| enmen, our next speaker will be Jeff Scanl an,
who will be followed by Mark Forest -- Foster.

JEFF SCANLAN: Good evening. M/ nane
is Jeff Scanlan. | am commodore of Saugatuck
Har bor Yacht Cl ub of Westport. | represent 210
boating famlies. W are sailors, fishernen,
racers and cruisers; and for a half a century, our
menbers have shared a common passi on, our |ove of
boati ng and Long |sland Sound.

In 1840, the Town of Westport allotted

underwat er | and and conparabl e funds for oyster
planting. That, it is believed, nmarked the
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begi nning of commercial oyster cultivation in our
| ocal waters, and it expanded into the Sound.

In the ensuing 163 years, Westport
boaters and oyster nen have existed -- coexisted
peacefully. W are not opposed to aquacul ture,
but we are opposed to the application before you.
It is sinply not in the public interest.

To support one man's hobby, thousands
of areas boaters will be required to navigate
around and t hrough what essentially would be a
mechani cal reef occupying an area the equival ent of
350 football fields right in the mddle of our
channel to and fromthe Sound.

By the applicant's own adm ssion to the
DEP, the project could require 338 floating marker
buoys in our main boating thoroughfare, turning it
into an obstacle course. Boating is hazardous
enough when weat her conditions turn treacherous.
Approval of this application will make boating in
West port nore dangerous.

Surely, there are safer places al ong
Long Island Sound to construct an oyster farmthan

in Westport's nost vital boating channel, and we
urge you to reject the Mariculture application.
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Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Mark Foster, followed
by Robert Kennedy.

MARK FOSTER: Good evening. | am Mark
Foster, commodore of Cedar Point Yacht Club in
West port.

| wish first to thank the Arny Corps of
Engi neers for providing us this opportunity for the
public to express their views and providing this
venue with great air conditioning.

Cedar Point Yacht C ub, having
encour aged and supported sail boat racing for over a
century, has developed a sailing culture that has
beconme wel | established in Westport. This culture
has flourished largely due to the accessibility of
our facility to those willing to participate. W
structured our prograns so as to encourage
notivated sailors of all incone |levels to becone
menbers, but the majority of our participants,
their sailing prograns are not nenbers. These
i nclude crew nenbers, who sail in nenbers' boats;

or boat owners, who cone to Westport for regattas;
junior sailors, who take sailing | essons; youth
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sailors, who represent area high schools; and
guests who attend their special events. Al
regattas go in a program and many of our club
races are open to the public. Al one has to do to
participate is to show up, register, and go
sai |l i ng.

Cedar Point Yacht C ub provides a
preci ous foothold to the sport of sailboat racing
in Westport. This value -- this is valued and
recogni zed by a range of sailing organizations, a
nunber of which have submtted letters to the state
and federal agencies in opposition to the proposed
oyster farmin Westport, as they all share a
concern about the potential inpacts, specifically
to the sport of sail boat racing.

Cedar Point Yacht Club is opposed to
| ongline oyster farmng in Westport, in sunmary,
because we realize that it creates a no-race zone.
The | onglines would conflict with anchoring of
nmovabl e mar ks, essential race support boats,
spectator boats, as well as conpeting sail boats.
Furthernore, the longlines and the oyster gear

woul d conflict with masts, sails and rigging of
capsi zed raci ng di nghi es.
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Unfortunately, we cannot realistically
relocate our activities to avoid the proposed
oyster farm Therefore, with this project we face
a threat to the sail boat racing culture that has
| ong been a tradition in Westport.

So our suggestions are that the Arny
Corps and state reject the application.

Furthernore, | suggest the Comm ssioner of the DEP
ask that a conservation devel opnent plan be
prepared to guide the state regulatory actions so
t hat aquacul ture can be targeted applications,

whi ch are appropriate. Pending such a plan, the
state should place a noratoriumon |ongline
aquacul ture projects.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Robert Kennedy,
foll owed by Burt Boersnma.

ROBERT KENNEDY: Good evening. M nane
is Robert Kennedy. | amthe commopdore of M nuteman
Yacht Club, and | have been sailing Long Island
Sound for over 33 years. M famly has sailed for

t hree generati ons.
This evening, |I'mnot speaking on
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behal f of M nuteman Yacht C ub, but |'m speaking on
behal f of ny two daughters.

Two years ago, after a day of sailing
with ny famly, we suffered a nechanical failure on
our way into the harbor. [If it wasn't for the
ability to drop an anchor, ny boat with nmy famly
woul d have ended up on Conckenoe Reef. Surely,
surely, we shouldn't put our famlies in danger of
sonme man's hobby. | should be able to pass on the
tradition of sailing to ny daughters, as it was
passed on to ne by ny father.

Thank you, and have a good eveni ng.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Burt Boersma
B-OE-RSMA

Eri c Robbi ns.

M. Robbins will be followed by
Terrence Kehoe, Kehoe. Terrence Kehoe.

ERIC ROBBINS: M nane is Eric Robbins
representing the International Laser C ass
Associ ation, and | live in Norwal k.

| have been sailing small tipsy boats

on the waters off Westport for 17 years, in a
30-foot keel boat for four years. The 367 acre



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

111
suspended oyster farm proposed by the applicant
will put a private commercial structure in a place
that will conprom se ny safety in using the public
wat er s.

Every boat | eavi ng Saugat uck Har bor
headi ng south or west would have to go over this
structure. Although his diagram and presentation
show a narrow corridor that could avoid his
structure, that is not realistic. The tides and
winds wll force nost boats over the structure,
never mnd the racing sailboats. The structure is
340 surface buoys wll be al nbst inpossible to
avoi d, especially at night or in rough weather.

Yes, nost boats could safely pass over
the applicant's structure; however, if and when ny
smal | boat capsizes, as it often does, there is the
very real risk that ny 18-foot mast will becone
| odged under one of the longlines. This wll put
my safety at risk

If the notor on ny |arger boat dies, |
may have to anchor for safety, as | have had to do
twce in the last four years. It is probable that

if I have to anchor over the structure that | wll
not be able to haul ny anchor back up, conprom sing
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the safety of everyone in ny boat.

Next June, | will be the principal race
officer for the Continental Chanpionship of the
| argest Aynpic class, the Laser. |If the w nd
shifts towards the oyster structure, | wll not be
able to allow the race to continue for the 200 plus
cont ender s.

Finally, if these boards reject the
applicant's private commercial structure, which
woul d conflict with the public recreational uses of
t hese waters, then the applicant can still use his
| eases to raise oysters using traditiona
nonconflicting methods.

Pl ease do not allow one man's hobby to
conprom se the safety of thousands of recreationa
boaters.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Terrence Kehoe.

He will be followed by Dorothy Kehoe.

TERRENCE KEHOE: | |ive on Laurel

Beach. | look out into the area in MIford, which
is close to this. | have three points that have
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not been brought up yet tonight. W |ook out every
norni ng and see -- every norning and see this boat
come out there now, taking the baskets off the
bottom The noise fromthe boat is there and
evident every day that he's out there. Especially
on foggy days, it's quite noisy, and we hear the
radi os, as well as the fishernen speaki ng when
we're rising at sunrise in the norning.

The second point is we -- we have m ni
stornms that cone in, as you know, fromthe
northeast, and particularly in the wwnter, and |'m
concerned about how wel| secured and wel |
engi neered the project is in terns of the baskets
comng loose. | know all of these anchors, so nmany
of themout there, are not going to all stay secure
and all stay down. These things are going to end
up on our beach, and we're going to have to deal
wi th them sonehow.

And the third point that hasn't been
brought up. | know that the gentleman told ne a
part of the process is they have to raise the
baskets and clean them and clean all of the debris

that grows on them and that wll end up being
washed back into the water and washed up on our



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

114
beach and probably, | would speculate, in a snelly,
stinky ness.

W enjoy -- we have many peopl e that
enj oy just being on the beach and, you know,
| ooki ng out at the beautiful view out there that's
now not obstructed with hundreds of buoys and
baskets that m ght wash up and so forth

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Dorothy Kehoe, who
wll be followed by Stephanie Harrigan.

Ms. Kehoe. No.

St ephani e Harri gan.

John Gaynor.

M. Gaynor will be followed by Peter
Nagl e.

JOHN GAYNCR My nane is John Gaynor
| Iive on 60 Seventh Ave. | represent, oh, about
200 famlies in the Laurel Beach Association as
their chairman this year.

Several have called to oppose this
structure being right off our beach, and we woul d

like you to give conversation to the inpact of the
storms. W understand that it's protected fromthe
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sout hwest w nds; however, historically our beach
damage and seawal | damage and even hone damage have
been done from northeasters.

Right here in MIford in 1985 was the
| ast tine we had a hurricane. It was doria, and
we had two of our marinas nerge in the harbor. So
t hese structures do and can conme undone.

W woul d like you to consider safety
al so. Any tinme you have 15,000 feet of line 1,700
feet fromshore, | think it has a potential danger
for certainly boaters, swimers, and divers. W
have -- many, many tinmes you'll see diving flags
out there. So | think there is a group of fell ows
that do dive.

Al so the placenent of this structure
between M| ford Harbor and Housatonic River, it is
a very heavy recreational boating area, and it was
brought up before, but | would |ike to point out an
exanpl e, the depth has drastically changed in the
areas off Cedar Beach. There is an island there
that didn't exist 30 years ago. |It's not on the
chart. Unfortunately, it's a lot of sand from our

beach, but it is -- that is silting in that area
of f Cedar Beach very quickly.
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Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Peter Nagle. He
wll be followed by Bruce Know es.

PETER NAGLE: Good evening. M nane is
Peter Nagle. | live in Laurel Beach. | amalso a
menber of the board of Laurel Beach representing
over 200 famli es.

This structure would be good pl aced
ri ght outside our beach, and it's essentially
bet ween the breakwater and our beach. It's kind of
a dead end area. So we would both have, from an
aesthetic standpoint, we would have to view it
continually; and ny opposition -- our opposition is
based upon both aesthetics, our recreational
boati ng activities and navi gati onal hazards t hat
m ght be created by this -- by this structure.

This is a delicate, heavily popul at ed
area wWith nmassive sand shifts every year because of
storms. Its heavy traffic with recreational
boating both traverse the area and anchor in the

area. | ama boater nyself, and | can tell you
that my biggest fear has been expressed before a
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nunber of tinmes. | personally would stay away from
an area that had so many buoys in it. There are
al ready a | arge nunber of fishery buoys in this
area now. It's difficult to run a boat through
areas like that as it is and with a permanent
structure underneath the surface, which you can't
see fromthe surface. |It's going to create an
excl usionary zoning. That's what will happen.

You won't be able to anchor there. And
this particular area that we're tal king about is
primarily used for anchoring to go off in the
evening, to have dinner, et cetera, with your
famly. That's what it's used for. So it's going
to conpletely elimnate that. It's as if you took
an open space park and made it into a conmerci al
area, if you allow such a thing. So our opposition
is based upon this being essentially a comrerci al
activity being introduced into a residential area.
Inmy mnd, it's alittle bit Iike putting a truck
stop in the mddle of Central Park.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Bruce Know es, who
will be followed by Daniel Conron.
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BRUCE KNOALES: M nane is Bruce
Know es. |'m speaking for nyself. | live at
Laurel Beach on the waterfront.

| oppose this application on several
fronts, mainly recreation, safety, and storns. |
nmoved here from Westport 15 years ago so |'m
famliar wwth both sites. These sites are in
hi ghly popul ated areas, highly used recreational
wat ers. Many nmarinas and yacht clubs are present.
It would seemto ne that such an operation, as the
one proposed, would be nmuch better suited in |ess
popul at ed areas.

On the safety front, | ama sailor.
have a Hoby 16, which has a 25-foot nast.

God forbid if I capsized or get blowm into this
proposed mass of lines. Accidents happen, and this
proposal would only increase the |ikelihood of such
acci dent s.

My boat is small, and | never sailed
nore than a mle or so fromthe shore or along the
shore. | quite often sail in the proposed area and
do not | ook forward to 112 buoys and the hi dden

dangers under the water
Concerning stornms, |I'mvery concerned
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about storns and the power that they harness. |In
1992, we had the nor'easter stormthen. W had
strong winds blowng for two or three days
straight. Wves hit the second story w ndows of
our honme. |f approved, | would not be surprised to
find 112 buoys and the acconpanying |lines and cages
on our beaches after one of these stornms. GCod
forbid we have a hurricane.

| ask that you please deny this
appl i cation.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Dani el Conron,
followed by Ed GA-R GI1-UL-L, | believe.

DANI EL CONRON:  Good evening. Thank
you very much for this opportunity. | am Dan
Conron from Saugat uck Harbor Yacht Cub. | have
been active down there, past conmmopdore, one of the
early comodores for a good nunber of years, 40
years, | think.

What we have done, what Cedar Poi nt
particularly has led the parade in doing is to

devel op sone decor and sone dignity in training the
many ki ds, the many kids that are trained in the
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di sciplines of sailing, the respect of the water,
and the respect of nature. That's one of the
bi ggest acconplishnents | think that we can say
that we have all acconplished. W've got to
preserve that. You can't get that in school
church, whatever it may be, but if you have got a
wel | organi zed program and a good nunber of Kkids
that will |isten, you can devel op theminto not
only sailors, but respectable citizens.

| want to make another point. 1've
sailed to Nova Scotia in 1995, | guess it was.
They started to put these new oyster strings,
hanging themfromrafts, in the Begor | akes
(phonetic spelling). It was quite a surprise to
see themtrying to fetch oysters, and they do fetch
their oysters that way up there. Believe you ne, |
sailed 250 mles across the ocean to Nova Scotia
wi thout any difficulty. | walked in there to the
Begor | akes, and by God, the first thing | do is
hook ny propeller on sone of these rafts that are
dingling the strings down for it.

O her than that, | just feel very

strong that the -- how the degradation of our
wat er, Long Island Sound, will develop if this
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commercialized type of activity cones in and takes
over these good areas, nice areas where today we
are training and teaching and doing the very best
we can and very successful in bringing our kids
al ong.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Ed Gargi ul o,
GARGI-UL-O

Ri chard Weisberg. M. Wisberg wll be
foll owed by Harrison Val ante.

RI CHARD WEI SBERG |'mthe state chair
for the legislative commttee of the Recreationa
Fishing Al liance of Connecticut, and we have been
informed by recreation fishers, who observe the
Mohegan gear fields, particular in Niantic Bay that
the surface structures alone are absolutely
i npenetrable, not to nmention the subsurface
structures, which are even nore dense, and pl ease
keep in mnd that recreational fishing is primrily
subsurface activity.

This is a conpletely preclusive

proposal, which will oust the public -- the public
trust waters, and public trust activities will have
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a huge array of adverse inpacts, including adverse
econom c inpacts. Recreational fishing is one of
the major contributors to coastal economes. The
recreational expenditures are a function of
recreational opportunities. Fishing opportunities
are di m ni shed by excluding recreational fishes
fromtheir traditional grounds, which includes both
of these sites.

So, granting this permt wll
unquesti onably have adverse econom c inpacts of an
unknown magni tude, because | don't believe either
the Corps or all this has conducted a study, and
you may have to rectify that om ssion if you want
to grant this permt.

In addition, we support what other
speakers have said that the -- in ternms of your
cunul ative inpact analysis, you should | ook at
prospective cunul ative inpacts due to proliferation
of this type of operation. |If allowed to
proliferate, the inpacts are going to be absolutely
severe both from an econom c¢ and cul tural
prospective. And we suggest that the regulatory

agenci es have to consi der those prospective inpacts
now and not | ater.
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Finally, in terns of your alternatives
anal ysis, a lot of people have suggested that
perhaps an alternative site, if appropriate, we
certainly agree, but we'd al so suggest that in
terms of |long-term planning, and | ooking at the
broader picture, others have suggested you consi der
perhaps in many cases constraining shellfish
mariculture to | and-based facilities, a practice
that we know i s being successfully done right now
in Goton by the No Anchor Aquacul ture Cooperati ve.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker --

RI CHARD WEI SBERG | have a --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Yes, sir, there
is a box right next to the stenographer.

Thank you.

Harrison Valante will be followed by
Carol e Hel mrs Rei chhel m

HARRI SON VALANTE: |'m Harrison
Val ante, Past Squadron Commander of Saugatuck River
Sai |l and Power Squadron. Also past District 2

Commander of the United States Power Squadron. And
at the present tinme, |I'msafety officer of
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District 2, which is fromthe Long Island Sound to
t he Hudson River to the Canadi an border.
We were asked by the | ocal boards to
of fer an expert opinion on specific navigational
points and circunstances related to the area, and

we are ready to share these with you

Since | lecture for Saugatuck River
selling -- Sail and Power Squadron on adverse
weat her conditions and boating safety, I'mgoing to

concentrate this evening on anchoring in the Long
| sl and Sound.

The purposes of anchoring are nultiple.
You have heavy weather. All of these,
incidentally, are very nuch present in Long Island
Sound. Your current excessive w ndage, engine
failure, and if any of these were to happen to your
boat w t hout anchoring, you would be sliding into
the rocks on the coast of Connecticut.

In the packet that | have al so handed
to you are illustrations of ny remarks. The rode
of an anchor, this is the line which attaches from
the boat to the anchor, should be strong and | ong.

It's only in this, the length of that that gives
the horizontal pull and gives the anchor its
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strength and effectiveness. W -- we base that on
aratioof 7 to 1. For every one foot of rise, or
depth, we need seven foot of |ine.

An exanple of this is 20 feet of water
with seven feet tide plus three foot boat freeboard
wth a ratio of seven feet would be you woul d need
210 feet of rode, and this we teach in our courses,
and this is taught national. Wth a circunference
of 360 degrees, the circunference would be 420
feet. In this proposal, there are every 50 feet is
a support.

Now, prudent navigation principles,
prudent and safe seamanship principles indicate to
avoi d navi gating over an area affected by subnerged
objects. bjects can dangerously fell anchoring
rodes and the conclusion, the navigatable area
engaged in this project for prudent seamanship is
very dangerous over a conplex of |ines and cages.

| think that sunmarizes ny remarks, and
| thank you for the opportunity to talk to you

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Carol Hel ns

Rei chhel m
CAROL HELMS REI CHHELM  That's ne.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Fol | owed by
Hal sey Bul |l en.

CAROL HELMS REI CHHELM My nane is
Carol Reichhelm and | am a nenber of Cedar Poi nt
Yacht Club, as well as an unpaid vol unteer hel ping
Mariculture Unlimted, and | can assure you this is
a vicariously challenging position to be in, both
t hi ngs.

| grew up cruising on a 42-foot sl oop,
and | raced on ny husband's Atlantic for 10 years.
| Iive on the water in Westport, and |'ve collected
a lot of oysters, plants, and nussels on our
shoreline, and |I've served themup to an awful | ot
of yacht club nenbers. | understand the issues.

One m ght consider that | sit between a
rock and a hard place. Wich should nmy husband and
| give up, oystering or boat racing?

VWhat a ridicul ous thought. W don't
have to give up either. However, both pl easures
will require change to survive.

As a volunteer, | help with this
proj ect not because | amaltruistic, or even

because | think this project alone will save the
oyster, but because | think it's the right thing to



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

127
do. | do not believe that this is an argunent
about safety or |osing gear or ruining yacht
raci ng.

| believe that there is discontent
about John's project, because it represents change,
and it's in all of our nature to fear change. The
oyster, however, is not sonme obscure tree frog. It
is a part of our New England heritage, and it is
i ndeed threatened. It will require sonme conprom se
and sone change fromall of us to ensure its
survival in our waters. It will also require new
t echnol ogi es.

No one wants to hurt oystering, but
they don't want saving it to begin in their own
backyar d.

If this oyster farmapplication is not
approved here in Westport then for what | ocation
will you approve it?

Were the water is too deep for oysters
to grow?

Were the state will not allow other
| eases?

Where the water is too busy?
Wer e.
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Most regattas -- here are a few facts.
Most regattas take place outside the CPYC race
course. Cedar Point Yacht Club racers use the
actual race course on average 40 days of the year
a total of sonme 200 hours per year. Per year. And
they can continue to do so. They can race over
this area all they want uni npeded. Wen all is
finished, and this project is approved, if it's
approved, conprom ses wll be made. Racing and
boating notices wll be sent out, and racing and
oyster farmng will go on and find a way to
coexist. Mst recreational boaters know that this
is possible. But in their defense it is also their
job to pry up and nake their wheels squeak | oudest.
That does not nmean, however, that they represent
the mpjority. | do not care if you approve
Maricul ture's proposal or its conpron se proposal
or ask themto structure sonething in between, but
you nust approve sone aspect of this project, or a
precedent will set that is wong.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you.

(Appl ause.)
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Qur next speaker,
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Hal sey Bullen, who will be followed by Christian

Jensen.

HALSEY BULLEN. Good evening. M nane
is Halsey Bullen. | like oysters, too. | like
themon the half shell, and I |like themin their

traditional |ocation on the bottom of the Sound.

But | also race a small boat called a
Laser, which | eads nme to oppose this application.
| race for ny own, primarily at the Cedar Point
Yacht Club where | aman officer, and I wll
receive the Laser Racing Program A few facts
about that program

Over 90 people race Lasers with us in
the fall and spring, as many as 50 at a tine on a
Sunday. Qur youngest conpetitor is about 12 years
old. Qur eldest is 63, even older than ne, and
they usually race pretty close to each other. So
it's a great activity in that regard.

Wil e sone of the Laser racers are
menbers of our Cedar Point Yacht C ub, nost are
not. They are nenbers of the public. They pay
| ess than $10 per racing day to race with us.

Anyone can do this. W race on waters that are the
subj ect of this proposal. And while Lasers draw
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only three feet of water while right side up;
despite our best efforts, they sometines turn
upsi de down, turn turtle, and as soneone pointed
out earlier, the masts extend 18 feet well into the
depth range of this proposal.

Even the world class sailors, who race
Lasers in the Aynpics, sone of whom are expected
to attend our chanpi onshi ps, North American
Chanpi onshi ps next year, capsize and turn turtle
occasionally. I'mvery concerned that if we race
over the proposed structure, a capsized Laser nast
m ght becone entangl ed, risking damge to the boat,
damage to the structure, serious injury, or worse,
to the conpetitor. CQur alternative to avoid these
routes sonehow is to avoid racing in these hundreds
of acres right in the mddle of our best sailing
ar ea.

Your alternative, |adies and gentl enen,
is toreject this application, and | urge you to do
t hat .

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Christian Jensen,
foll owed by Ovis Yingling.
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CHRI STI AN JENSEN:. Good afternoon, or
good evening. M nane is Christian Jensen, just
for the record, but anyways, |'ve wanted to attack
this froma slightly different point of view

We have tal ked a | ot about in theory
about anchoring and safety and things |like that,
which | fully agree with. | just want to give you
an exanple that was very real, and I'mglad that |
can actually tell about this, and that we didn't
have oyster lines out there this spring.

| was out sailing. It was a nice
breeze of 25, 30 knots, good brisk conditions, and
my sail boat has about a 30-foot mast. W turned
the boat turtle. | had nyself and ny crew with ne.
It was in the exact area where these oyster |ines
are proposed, and it was in a total depth of about
35 feet of water. So ny mast would for sure have
been entangled in this gear, with about two knots
of current out there, and a mast stuck in a
structure like that, the boat woul d have gone down.
We woul d not have been able to take the sails out
and right the boat up and sail back in a safe

manner. We woul d maybe not have been here today.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Ovis Yingling,
foll oned by George Rei chhel m

CRVI S YINGLING Good evening. M nane
is Ovis Yingling. | have been racing sail boats
for nearly 40 years al ong the Saugatuck R ver and
have the | earned the foll ow ng:

First, that the channel is not w de and
fairly shallowin certain places. It is not
unusual to see |larger keel boats that ground in and
out of the channel.

Next, there are many sail boat regattas
every sumer with skippers fromall over the United
States, who are not famliar with |ocal conditions.
They sonetines end up far out of the racing area.

Thirdly, in stornmy weather, sailboats
will scatter and drop anchor wherever they can.
Smal | er wi nd desi gned boats nay capsize and end up
with masts sticking in the bottom For these and
ot her reasons, there will be problens interfering
with any Mariculture cables and cage units, and it
will be much better to use another area with |ess

boat traffic.
Thank you.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, GCeorge

Rei chhel m-- |I'm not sure.
GEORGE REICHHELM  It's Reichhelm and

I"'mmarried to that |lady that read so quickly

t here.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
GEORGE RICHHELM | have fished and
sailed in these waters -- fished for 55 years,

sailed on themfor 35 years; and for the next
mnute and a half, I'Il probably be a nenber of the

Cedar Point Yacht Club. After that, we'll see.

| support this proposal. | don't want
to support this proposal, because -- but it's the
only proposal on the table. | believe in what
Dr. Garofalo is trying to do. | feel that it is

conpati ble wth sail boat racing. Nothing changes
W t hout causing change. | know no one -- | w sh |
did -- that owns a boat and draws nore than
10 feet, because | would like to be on it in the
Medi t erranean about now.

My point is this. M experience,

personal experience says to ne that the proposal
can be nmade to be conpatible with the use of the
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water out there. 1'll be interested in the
conprom se

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker --

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. -- Erik
Haakonsen, H A-A-K-O N S-E-N.

Bi || Dobensky.

Bl LL DOBENSKY: Yes.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG: M. Dobensky wi ||
be followed by T.J. Casey.

Bl LL DOBENSKY: M nane is Bil
Dobensky, and |I'm commobdore of the Housatoni c Boat
Club in Stratford.

On behalf of our club, I strongly urge
the Arny Corps to conpletely reject this oyster
farm proposal. The Housatonic Boat C ub was
founded in 1887, and we are currently the ol dest
active boating club in the State of Connecti cut.
We have over 330 nenbers wth the vast mgjority
residing in the towns of MIford, Stratford,

Shel ton, and Trunbul I.
For our constitution, two-thirds of our
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club is conprised of sailboats, and one-third is
conprised of notor boats. This proposed oyster
farmarea off of MIford is in the heart of the
Housatoni c Boat Club's traditional boating and
sai | boat racing grounds. C ub docunentation
hi story shows that our club nenbers have been
boating in this area for as long as the club has
been in existence, 116 years.

Every year we hold numerous club
sai |l boat races, along with invitational races open
to other clubs in the area, that regularly attract
over 40 boats. M club also runs a junior sailing
program every sunmer that is open to the entire
community. This programis usually attended by at
| east 40 children. Qur junior sailing program uses
this proposed area for the sole reason that it
offers a quick refuge back into the river in the
event of sudden storms or high wi nd conditions.

Addi tionally, we have fishernen in our
club, who troll these waters, and it is a prine
area for bluefish and striped bass.

We al so have recreational boaters in

our club, who also use this area for sw nm ng,
tubing and water-skiing. |If this oyster farmis
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about to proceed, it will pose a severe safety and
navi gational hazard to our nenbers and our junior
sailors. Relocating our traditional boating
grounds and our traditional junior sailing grounds
to anot her area would not be feasible, as it would
require a nmuch I onger commute to get to any other
area. It would put our junior sailors at risk by
exposing themto very serious safety conditions due
to rougher offshore waters and | onger distances
back to refuge.

Wiile | realize that people have a
right to nmake a living, they do not have a right to
make a living at the detrinment of others by closing
down the waters that others have been using for
over 100 years. Because of the adverse safety,
navi gational and recreational reasons | have
mentioned, along with the fact that this proposed
area has been at the heart of the Housatonic Boat
Club's traditional boating grounds for 116 years,

t he Housatonic Boat Club strongly urges the Arny
Corps to respect the rights and interests of our
menbers in our communities and conpletely reject

this oyster farm proposal.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
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The next speaker, T.J. Casey, who wll
foll owed by Donal d Budde.

T.J. CASEY: | amT.J. Casey. | live
at 59 Geen Street in MIford. I'ma lifelong
resident of the city.

W have owned a piece of property on
Cedar Beach for over 50 years. That's our
pl ayground. You know, | nean that's 155 acres that
we play in for 50 years. | grew up playing there.
You put us at risk with these longlines. 56
325 feet long, they will be a problem They are a
potential hazard to nme. They are a potenti al
hazard to ny children. They are a potential hazard
to every resident that is on the Laurel Beach and
Cedar Beach coastline that use it as their
pl ayground. It's heavily recreationally use, and |
hope and urge you have the ability in order to
realize that what has been said here by Mayor
Ri chetelli, by Representative Amann, by Senator
Smth, by Rosa Devora and Chri st opher Shays for
encouragi ng you to be here. These are good ideas
in the wong place. Find the wong place, work

wi th your legislators, and maybe we coul d do
sonmet hing on behal f of the Mariculture industry.
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This is not the right tinme, nor the location for
it.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker is Donal d Budde.

Allen Bems. M. Bems wll be
foll owed by Robert -- | believe it says Pal ner.
Thank you.

ALLEN BEM S: Good evening. Thank you
for the opportunity to speak. One of the reasons
we have public hearings is chartered in the code of
Federal Regulations CFR Title 33, navigation in
navi gabl e waters, a 100 and sone odd page docunent
that | downl oaded off the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers' website. 1'Il give the |ink avail able
to those who would like to read it someday. There
are sonme interesting things in here. This is the
docunent that dictates the presentations, and
public hearings and decisions and guidelines this
body is going to use in judging the nmerits of this
proposal. Sone interesting itens in here that |'ve
selected, and I'll briefly go through it.

It states that there is regulatory
authority for this body to judge this permt. It
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al so states that there are certain definitions
having to do with this project, specifically the
termstructure, which includes boats, docks, ranp,
wharves, rip raps, jetties, artificial islands,
per manent nooring structures, power transm ssion
lines; and interestingly enough, any other obstacle
or obstruction. | think after listening to
tonight's presentation | discovered that there are
a lot of concerns about the obstacles and
structural potential of this project.

This is in Section 322.2, called
definitions, subparagraph B

In 322.2, paragraph G there is an
interesting termhere called, and I'll quote, the
termartificial reef neans a structure which is
constructed or placed in the navigable waters of
the United States or in the waters outlying the
Continental Shelf for the purpose of enhancing
fishery resources in commercial and recreational
fishing opportunities. | think that the term
artificial reef fits very well to our project that
we are discussing this evening.

And | would ask that the commttee | ook
at the termartificial reef, its definitions and
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howit's used in 33 CFR

In Section 322.5, there is a regul ation
on how we treat artificial reefs and the
responsibilities of those involved. The
responsibilities of the applicant as detailed in
33 CFR, this regulation requires the applicant to
address the issues under CFR 322.5, specifically,
m nimzing the conflicts anong conpeti ng uses of
t he navigable waters, mnimzing the risks to
personal health and property, mnimzing the
conflicts to other mari ne usages, preventing
unr easonabl e obstructions to navigation,
unanbi guous ownership of the structure,
denonstration of financial responsibility and
avai |l abl e assets of the applicant. In addition,
the District Engineer nust assure title of the reef
i s unanbi guous. The District Engineer must assure
responsibility for maintenance is clearly
established. The D strict Engineer nust
assunme -- assure financial ability to assune
liability fromall damages that may arise; and the
Di strict Engi neer nust assure financial

responsi bility and avail abl e assets to neet any
liability responsibilities.
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| oppose this proposal.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very nuch.

The next speaker, Robert Pinor,
foll owed by Georgiana Silk.

ROBERT PIMOR Hi. | am Robert Pinor,
and I'mvice president of Professional Sea Service.

We do the diving for nost of the
oysternmen and | obsternen in this area; and due to
the traditional way of |obstering -- and a | ot of
t hese things haven't been brought up tonight --
| obstering has failed here in the last four to five
years. W' ve lost 50 percent of our clients.
Luckily, sone of them have becone clammers and
oysternmen, and we are counting on Mariculture for
future revenue. And we do have children, and I'ma
past commobdore and still a 12 year veteran officer
of Cedar Point Yacht C ub, which is the ol dest
unbroken charter yacht club in the United States.

The Heal ey coil systemthat they
propose to use is fantastic. Oherwise, the Cty
of MIford would not have gone to it and renoved

all their nmushroom anchors out of their harbor this
year. They have switched to the Heal ey coil,
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because of the strength and that they do not rot
out and fall aport, as your nushroom anchors do.

And the waterfront owners, | read in
the coments here, as far as having their own
private noorings have to go through their |oca
har bor masters, and no harbor master in this state
woul d put a | ocal person in jeopardy.

| run a commercial tug boat out of
Branford. | see no problemrunning over any of
t hese structures, and our tug boats are much nore
than these sailboaters. And | have a | ot of
respect for the people and their comrents here
toni ght and the sailboats. | have no di srespect.

| think this project will work, because
of the way the oysters are going to have a chance
to grow and not be killed off |like the |obstering
i ndustry has been killed off in the State of
Connecti cut .

And as far as energency anchoring is
concerned, ask the people who vote in New Haven
Harbor if there was a | ot of consideration for
enmer gency anchoring when they put a power cable

down the m ddl e of our channel. So you m ght as
well throw all your tinme on enmergency anchoring out
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t he wi ndow.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. My next speaker,
Georgiana Silk, who will be followed by Larry
Li ggett.

GECRA ANA SILK: H. M nane is
Ceorgiana Silk. | amfrom Wston, Connecticut.
grew up in Westport learning to sail as a young
child with ny parents on our honenmade Sail fish.
When | was about 12, | started racing sail boats and
participating in the Junior Sailing Programwth ny
ol der brother. M father neanwhile was al so
conpeting in sailboats. He raced a 31-foot boat
called an Atlantic. In the winter, | raced with ny
father in small dinghies called Super Sprites in
the "Frostbiting"” series. | raced 14-foot-Iong
Bl ue Jays, 18-foot-long Lightnings and 17-foot-I ong
Thistles at one tinme or another, through junior
hi gh, hi gh school and coll ege.

Wien | returned to the area after

further schooling, |I returned to conpetitive
sailing. | married another second generation
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Thistle sailor, and all three of our children have
been in the sane Junior Sailing Programthat |
participated in during the 1960s. None of the
boats | have sailed and raced have been | arge
boats. They have all had the capacity to capsize
and turtle. They have all, except the Super
Sprites been raced on the waters above where this
proposed oyster bed would lie. Al of their masts
are longer than 10 feet.

| am concerned that these smaller
conpetitive sailboats will not be able to use this
historically long used area if the beds are
created. | do not believe that it would be safe or
|l ogical for themto sail above this construction.
Masts caught in the wires would make for any boat
continuing in the race inpossible. If you take it
a step further, the people who can't right their
boats w Il be stuck in the water hanging onto the
slippery bottomof the boat. There is not too nuch
to hang onto on an upside down boat. Also, if the
water is cold, the danger increases dramatically if
they can't get out of the water.

| renmenber |eaning into the boat
i nstead of hiking out to avoid being hit by an
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occasional oyster stick as we sailed upwind to the
wi ndward mark. It wasn't too bad. It sort of
added to the adventure. It didn't drastically
interfere with the sailboat racing that ny famly
has enjoyed so much over the |last 48 years in
West port.

| amafraid this oyster bed design wll
make racing sail boats there a thing of the past.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, Larry Liggett. He
will be followed by Dr. Neil Rattan.

LARRY LIGGETT: Hello. M nane is
Larry Liggett. | amfrom Weston, Connecti cut,
representing nyself.

Thank you for having this hearing.

For the past 35 years, | have been
sailing and powering boats for a variety of
activities: Pleasure sailing, racing, fishing al
over the Sound, predom nantly within the proposed
oyster farmng area. During that tinme, | have
capsi zed several different types of sail boats,

ranging from T Thistles to ny son's Optimst Pram on
an average of one to two tines per year.
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Several of these capsizes have been
mast -down turtles, the nost annoyi ng and danger ous.
Twi ce | have had to anchor the capsi zed boat and
abandon it for later recovery by nyself or by
ot hers.

About 10 years ago, | had a friend | ose
his life in a sailing incident. Wat |I have
| earned fromny experience all these years on the
water and frombeing a firefighter for the | ast
11 years is that no matter the |evel of your
know edge, your training, your preparing or your
experience, nature can and will challenge you with
t he unexpected. To conpound the potential for
property damage, personal injury, or even death by
the construction of such a conpl ex underwater
systemin an area trafficked by hundreds of people
i nvolved in nunerous activities is not in the
public's best interest.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, Dr. Neil Rattan.

Margery Sil k.

Tracie Conti.
Ms. Conti will be followed by Philip
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Si nmons.

TRACIE CONTI: M nane is Tracie Conti.
I"'ma MIford resident. Believe it or not, | have
taken the time to read the Arny Corps of Engi neers
envi ronment al assessnment and statenent of findings
on the Mohegan Aquaculture Project. It's ny
understanding that the Mariculture Unlimted
proposal is based on the sane engineering that the
Armmy Corps has already permtted for the Mohegan
Mohegan Project. |1'd like to outline sonme of the
positive effects listed in this statenent of
fi ndi ngs.

Positive effects on finfish and
pl ankton will be -- will have been due to the
i ncreased habitat diversity. There will be
positive effects on shellfish populations due to
the source of seed provided by the cultured
oysters. There will be positive effects on the
econony, due to the work the operation will provide
to the I ocal area and support and distribution
industries. There is a positive effect on the
needs and wel fare of the people, because state and

| ocal governnments have already determ ned that the
devel opnent of aquaculture is in the national
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interest to offset overharvest and to inplenent
sustai nabl e fishery practi ces.

There will also be positive effects on
food production, because the culture of shellfish
wi | | enhance aquacul ture opportunities in
Connecticut and may help to reduce U S. trade
deficit in fisheries products, augnent traditional
commerci al harvest, and produce a renewable fishery
resource.

The Mariculture Unlimted project wll
have the same positive effects that have al ready
been -- that are in the permtted project that is
already in place, or wll be in place in the
eastern portion of our state.

Thank you.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

The next speaker, Philip Si nmmons.

Li sa Si mmons.

M chael WE-1-NS-H E-L.

Sir, would you pl ease pronounce your
name and spell it for the record. Thank you.

M CHAEL WEINSHEL: | wll. M nane is
M chael Weinshel, and |I actually live in Fairfield,
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and | amthe accountant for Mariculture, which
obvi ously nakes ne sonewhat biased. However, | do
believe that the benefits of this proposal far
out wei gh any detrinents.

Wth that said, | will end ny comments
on behalf of Mariculture and begin ny comments
personally. |I'ma boater, and | ama fisherman,
and I will tell you that | have gone aground in the
waters nmentioned in that harbor. 1've tied into
many | obster pots, and the hazards are out there,
and you need as a boater to know what those hazards
are.

| have navigated the waters all the way
from G eenwi ch probably to Stonington, and I wll
tell you that |I have heard many peopl e say, Find
an alternate location that's not quite as busy.
Well, I wll tell you that if you propose this off
Fairfield, or you propose it off Stonington, or any
of those waters, you would have the sane roonful of
people fromthat territory.

We have | earned that both the
commer ci al aquacul ture industry and our

recreational boaters can coexist, and | urge this
comm ssion to find a way, because this proposal
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does have nerit to let Mariculture do the project
in some way that will not jeopardize and all ow both
the recreational industry and the comrerci al
i ndustry to coexist, as it has done in the past.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, Dennis Anderson.
Jul i ana Gar of al o.
She will be followed by Jim Sal ce.
JULI ANA GAROFALGC  Hi. Sone of you
m ght recogni ze ne fromthe photo earlier. | was
the water-skier. So as you can tell, | have been a
recreational boater off both the coast of Wstport
and A d Saybrook for the past 13 years, but |'m not
going to tell ny whole life story. Al you need to
know is that | ama recreational boater. | got ny
boater's |license as soon as | turned 12 years ol d.
And what |'ve noticed on every Saturday
and Sunday afternoon, and weekday afternoons when
enj oy going boating with ny friends and ny famly,
| need to avoid the Cedar Point Yacht Cub's
sail boats all the time when they are racing.
need to get out of their course, and | think that,

yes, they have been around for a century. A |ot of
yacht clubs have been around for a very long tineg,
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but it's time to start thinking towards the future.
And it is 2004 now. It's not the beginning of the
1900s any nore, and the natural resources on this
pl anet are, as everyone knows, really starting to
dimnish. So we need to figure out a way for al
of us to coexist and to allow for shellfish to grow
in the way that they need to, because grow ng on
the bottomnow is just not working as well as it
used to.

| also think that life for the people
at the Cedar Point Yacht C ub have said, and
MIford residents as well, this is a big Long
I sland Sound. | think that all of us can find a
way to coexist, but no one wants it in their
backyard. So when and where? | nean now is the
time to take advantage of this opportunity and to
start thinking towards the future.

So thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, ma'am

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Jim Salce, who will be followed by Ms. Ceorge

Silk.
JIM SALCE: Good evening. M nane is
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Ji mmy Sal ce.

Forgive nme for using sonme profanity,
but 1'ma comrercial fisherman.

| believe in aquaculture. 1It's the
wave of the future, nmaybe not as a hobby, but |
don't believe this is a hobby. Wth the amount of
investnment that is involved in this venture, it's
certainly no hobby.

| think these gentlenen are on a course
that's the beginning of the future in this state.
This state has been behind the tinmes in aquaculture
for 30 years. | believe we should give them sone
| eeway, maybe rearrange things a little bit so it's
alittle safer for your boaters, and for
sail boaters. M uncle was a sail boater. He was an
oysterman, and he used to sail on a gaff rig, not a
Marconi rig, when that is all they had with no
power. And they |earned many ways to get around
di fferent things and around rocks, which are out
there. And they didn't have the charts that they
have today, but they -- they managed to work around
things. And then sonetines you have to work around

t hi ngs and coexi st with your comercial fishernen,
the few that are left.
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| think that's about all, but | know
it's pretty hard for everybody to |look at a
commercial fisherman. They always want to say not
in ny backyard, not in ny neighborhood, but the
oyster industry has been around for 150 years, not
116, not 110. It's -- it has been depleted. The
mar sh | and has been depleted. In the Fairfield
town area it has gone from depl etion of al nost 60
to 70 percent. Now, that's what feeds the fish and
feeds the oysters and feeds the clans, that marsh
| and. The sewage that has come up throughout the
years, the Housatonic has had two sewer plants.
Now it has five. Nobody |ooks at the commerci al
fisherman's end of it. They just want to have a
ni ce house on a nice beach. It's unfortunate.

| -- 1 can't speak for Westport. | can
speak for MIford. That area is where he is
proposi ng those -- the venture isn't as high
traffic, and the sailboats mainly it's on a weekend
that they do have their race, and they have to go
through Charles Island, a mle and three quarters
or two mles to the west for the race. Housatonic

Boat Club has to go two mles down the river to
race in this area.



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

S N N R N e T T e e =
N B O © W N O U M W N LB O

NN
W

154

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
Thank you very nuch.

(Appl ause.)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. The next speaker,
Ms. Ceorge Silk.

JimZelich. DidIl get that correct?

JIMZELICH Jim Zelich. | live here
in MIford, past commobdore at East End Yacht C ub
in Richport, and I amon the Commopbdore's Council of
Fairfield County.

This proposal, the word is in MIford,
is in a high density area for recreational boating.
In the sumertine, you have a | ot of younger
adul ts, teenage kids boating up there, and they
don't pay attention. They try to anchor in this
area or water-ski in this area. Yeah, you say it's
10 feet below. They are showing in there now, and
that area is a bad area for this particular
project. |If they can nove it to another area, or
conprom se, and get a standard plan throughout the
state and then cone back, | think the people would
take it, but the way it is now, it's too dangerous.

It's a navigational hazard to the area, and | go on
record and oppose it until they come up with a
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better systemas far as doing it equally for
ever ybody.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.
The next speaker, Jim Goodrich.

Julien BBEFR-E-S-F-O- R D. ay.

Fred Frillici.

Dani el Sul I'ivan.

Edward Sul i van

M. or Ms. Gaynor, 60 Seventh Avenue.

Charl es Proctor.

CHARLES PROCTOR:  |I'm
Charl es Proctor of Southport, Connecticut, and |'m
a nmenber of Cedar Point Yacht C ub and an enpl oyee
of North Sails here in MIford, Connecticut.

| am hopeful that any negative inpact
the applicant's project will have on the sail boat
racing course area will be seriously considered.
It is likely to affect not only the |leisure
activity ny famly and | |ove to participate in,
but also will have a serious inpact on ny
['ivelihood.

| ama long -- a |lifelong sail boat
racer. For the last 20 years, | have regularly
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enjoyed racing in the area that the applicant's
activity is likely to inpact. M two teenage sons
now enj oy racing sailboats in this area, also. The
area covered by the application is proven to be a
superior location for a race course. |It's
protected fromLong |Island Sound current by
Cockenoe Island and the adjacent reef. Access is
afforded by a short sail fromthe CPYC | aunch and
storage facility. The applicant's proposed | arge
nunber of marker buoys over a |large portion of the
racing area will create obstructions to racing
boats, a point that really hasn't been brought up.

Al so the underwater structures wll
limt the ability of support boats to anchor
quickly as is often required to run a quality race.
There is also the added conplication that a
capsi zed boat will entangle its mast or other
rigging the applicant's equi pnent.

So | urge you to consider any negative
i npact the applicant's project will have on this
uni que racing area.

As a profession, | am enployed by North

Sails located here in MIford, Connecticut. North
Sails' main business is making sails for racing
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sail boats. North supplies sales to nost of the
sai |l boat racers at CPYC. Mbst racers replace sone
or all of their sails annually. So this is also a
concern of mne regardi ng any negative inpact the
applicant's project would have on this unique
racing area. It would also affect not only our
clients that race every weekend in this area, but
numer ous ot hers, who annually conme to Westport to
conpete for various regional or nationa
chanpi onshi ps.

We enpl oy 86 people in our MIford
facility. Deterioration of the racing area nmay
reduce the level of sailboat racing activity
nationally and with it the nunber of our people
enpl oyed here in MIford, Connecticut. The inpact
on the | ocal econony in Southern Connecticut wll
be considerable. There will be a considerable
i npact on ny |eisure and professional activities.

Thanks for your careful consideration
to this matter.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

The next speaker, Thomas Birds.

Bob Zannetti .
Art hur Bogen.
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Ri chard E-L-D-H.

Larry WIlians, 68 Al exander Drive.

Frank Garofal o, 426 Beldin Hi |l Road.

Crai g Conoscenti .

Mari |l yn Cormach.

Ron and Lynn Myri ck.

Bob Grace.

Pet er Nagl e.

Julie Carpenter.

Deni s Ri ckard.

Nancy Bruno.

Sir, please state your nane.

DENI S RI CKARD: Yes. Good evening. W
name i s Denis Rickard, the conmobdore presently of
t he Fayerweat her Yacht Club. W represent about a
t housand boat owners in this area. W are in the
Bl ack Rock Harbor area, which is in the m ddl e of
both the facilities, obviously, to the east and the
west, and our concern is definitely towards
recreational boating. And we feel at this tine
that this is going to affect recreational boating
severely both in Westport and the Norwal k area, as

well as in the MIford area.
We are also concerned with the fact
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that if thisis put inwlly nilly, as we may say,
as it seens to appear, that it may happen, yes, in
Bl ack Rock Harbor and yes in Bridgeport Harbor.

So at this point intinme, | feel that
the nmenbers of our yacht club, the nenbers of the
Commodores Council of Fairfield County are
definitely against this.

Also | ask one question of the Arny
Corps of Engineers: Are you in the marine
construction business?

Each and every time we present any type
of presentation for construction in any of these
areas, it's always asked to us what is the highest
and best use of this facility as related to the
water. And in this case, |adies and gentlenen, |
feel that the highest and best use is to | eave
t hese properties to the use of the public and the
| ocal fishernmen. W are opposed to it.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

Nancy Bruno.

M chael K-1-R-MN-1-E-R 181 Cedar hur st

Lane.
Denni s Hamm
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| s there anybody here that has filled
out a card, and | did not call their nanme?

Sir, please cone up to the m crophone
and state your nanme and your address.

DAVI D HAMM  Good evening. W
name is David Hanm and | live in Westport,
Connecti cut .

| am a recreational and a racing
sailor. | have lived in Wstport and have been
sailing the proposed oyster growi ng area for nore
than 30 years.

My famly al so enjoys the sport,
participates in sailing prograns throughout the
week, not just during the weekends. Primarily
during the summer and fall seasons.

Sailing is a wdely-enjoyed sport.
It's a recreational sport anong adults and children
at the coastal Fairfield County area. Sailing is
al so an A ynpic sport, and many worl d cl ass
conpetitors sail directly off Westport's Conpo
Beach, directly near the -- in the proposed oyster
harbor's facility.

Also nmy concern is that it's not rare
for sail boats, dinghie-type boats to capsize. Sone
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ot her people nention they do it a couple of tinmes a
year. | do it a couple of tinmes a year. | have
done it in boats that turtled upside down.

On ny way in tonight, I saw a wonan
named Jocel yn Pol | ak, who was involved in a boating
m shap | ast year where her boat tipped over, and
she was stuck under the boat, attached to the boat.
Had the boat not righted, she could have drowned.

It was reported in the Westport News about a year
ago that this incident had happened. Had her nast
got stuck in a -- sone sort of a cage or a |ine,
per haps she woul dn't have been able to get out of
t he boat and could have drowned. M/ concern is
basically safety.

| brought some photographs in here,
which | wll |eave behind, of boats that have
ti pped over or have turtled. | think it's
interesting. And by the way, in case you don't
know what turtling is, it's when a boat turns
conpletely upside down, its nmast goes straight
down. Many of the boats we sail have masts over 18
feet, and it's not unconmon that they get -- that

t hey touch the sea floor.
In summary, you know, people do get
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hooked on boats. It is a danger, and if soneone
was caught underneath the boat they could not right
it because they were stuck in lines, they wuld be
gravely in danger.

| am opposed to this proposal, because
| think the safety anong many, many recreational
boaters and racing sailors is in jeopardy. The
area is heavily used, and | think that the danger
of losing soneone's life, or many, many people
being in danger of losing their lives if sonething
went wong, which it commonly does on a boat, it
out wei ghs the interest of sonme of the commerci al
fishermen, who are for this project.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir.

| s there anyone here who has not spoken
but wishes to at this tinme?

Ladi es and gentlenmen, M. Robert Byrne,
our Hearing Oficer.

MR. BYRNE: We've had a great nmany
t houghtful articulate statenments this evening.
Careful analysis of these remarks will be required

before a determ nati on can be nmade and a deci si on
r ender ed.
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Witten statements can be submitted to
the Corps of Engineers until the 2nd of August, as
we had nentioned earlier. They wll receive equal
consideration with those presented here tonight.

Each question or issue raised will be
addressed in our statenment of findings on the
Corps' determ nation regarding the Mariculture
permt application.

We at the Corps of Engineers extend
our sincere appreciation to all who took the tine
to involve thenselves in the public review process.

Finally, before |I conclude this
hearing, | would like to extend our appreciation to
the Gty of MIford, the Veterans Menori al
Audi torium the Parsons Government Center for the
use of this facility tonight and to the MIford
Police and Fire Departnents for their support at
thi s hearing.

| personally appreciate your patience,
respect for the tinme limts that we set, the
pr of essi onal i sm and deneanor in hearing those
remarks by others. | would like to thank you al

for taking the tinme to provide us your thoughts,
your comments and your concerns.
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(Appl ause.)

(Wher eupon, at 10:21 p.m,

was adj our ned.

164

t he hearing



© 00 N o o -~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N O O B W N +—» O

165

CERTI FI CATE

|, Marianne Kusa-Ryll, Registered Merit
Reporter, do hereby certify that the foregoing
transcript is a true and accurate transcription of

nmy stenographic notes taken on July 23, 2003.
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