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ORAL STATEMENTS

MARTHA ANN TYNAN: |'m Martha Ann
Tynan, T-Y-NNA-N. | live at 179 Third Avenue in
M1 ford, which happens to be the Laurel Beach
section of MIford, and | am opposed to this as it
is presented here.

| feel that the depths that they are
showi ng are not accurate as the shoreline exists
today, and in questioning some of the
representatives here, | was told that they took the
figures froma 1980 NOAA chart, and the shoreline
has changed consi derably since then, and | amvery
concerned about the safety and what it's -- what
sonmething like this is going to do so close to the
shoreline, and | guess that's all.

ANDREW DUHAI ME:  And |' m Andrew H.
Duhai ne, 662 Bridgeport Avenue, MIford, and
DDUHAI-ME

' mopposed to it. From experience,
since ny high school days in the late '40s, sailing
through this area for so many years, we saw the
bui | dup of the bottomwi th sand, which was probably

10 to 12 feet deep at that time, and today the
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sandbars are above high tide.

| feel that the whole area is filling
in, and as nature does will build an atoll as the
shorel i ne changes.

The depths that they are show ng on
their map, | don't believe to be very accurate,
just from ny past experience.

And | would -- | just think that would
be a very serious question and should be surveyed
or however you do it, probably with depth gauges,
et cetera.

So, as it stands, |'m opposed to the
proj ect.

THOVAS GRAVES: MW nane is Thomas N
Graves, GRA-V-E-S. M address is 210 Gllies,
G|l-L-L-1-E-S, Lane, Norwalk, Connecticut 06854,

| am opposed to having the oyster beds,
the marine culture, put inthis area. It is a high
traffic area for boats.

This spring | was sailing in. | have a
30-foot sailboat. | was sailing in, and it was
bl owi ng about 20 out of the southeast, which was
bl owi ng right up the channel, up the Saugatuck

Ri ver, when the water punp on ny engine failed, and
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| had to stop the engine and throw an anchor out in
order to get the boat in order, put a sail up, and
sail in. Had the apparatus that holds the oyster
bed been in place, | would have fouled it, and that
woul d have not been good for ne or for the
aquacul ture folks.

So, I'"mopposed to it on that grounds.
I think there's plenty of places upstream towards
the Fairfield area, that does not have the density
of recreational boating traffic that you have off
of Conpo Beach, in Westport.

Thank you.

GARY HELM G Gary Helmg, HEL-MI-G
122 Indian Hll, WIton, Connecticut 06897.

| amtestifying today that | support
the position that has been taken by the Cedar Point
Yacht Club in opposition to the application for a
permt of Mariculture to suspend oyster cages on
longlines in their leases in the vicinity of the
nout h of the Saugatuck River. Literally hundreds
of boats can be in this busy area on the weekend.

Joe Conti, Mariculture spokesman is
quoted in the July 17th "Norwal k Hour," quote, W

are hoping a snaller -- we were hoping a snaller
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area would all ow them (Cedar Point) to maneuver the
races around the gear since they cannot race over
it, unquote.

| agree with M. Conti's concl usion
that races cannot be held over the cages. It
shoul d be noted that M. Conti's statenment was nade
relative to a 25-acre conprom se proposal, not the
350 acre per request, which will have significantly
nor e i npact.

Mari cul ture asserts that the proposed
area is a small percentage of the Cedar Point race
area. The fallacy of that argunent is that there
are other leases in the race area, and if
Mariculture -- if the Mariculture application is
approved and successful, the other |eases will want
to install -- |easees -- excuse me -- will want to
install suspended cages on their | eases.

This woul d effectively elimnate any
possibility for sailboat racing in the area. It is
i mpractical for several reasons, (e.g. inability to
get Coast Guard approval and time required to reach
the area) to nove the racecourse further south and
east. The ultimate inpact of approving the

Maricul ture application will be to elimnate
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sai | boat racing at Cedar Point.

HARRI SON VALANTE: My name is Harrison
Val ante, and ny last nane is spelled V-A-L-A-NT-E.
My address is 18 Pequot Trail, in Westport,
Connecti cut 06880.

I'm here as Past Squadron Comander of
Saugatuck River Sail and Power Squadron, Past
District Two Conmander, and at the present tine,
Safety Oficer O District Two, which goes fromthe
Long I sl and Sound, up the Hudson River, to the
Canadi an border.

I"mgoing to say what the role of the
Power Squadron is in being at this hearing. W
were asked by the |ocal boaters to offer an expert
opi nion on specific navigational points and
circunstances related to the area, and we are ready
to share this with you, other than serving the
pur poses of providing a practical, technical
opi nion on recreational navigation; however, as an
organi zation, we are not expressing either a
positive or a negative viewon the nmerit of the
proj ect .

Qur nenbers nay have indivi dua

opinions on the nmerit of this project and may
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address petitions to the authorities, but this is
beyond our participation as an organi zati on and are
not, to be understood, made under our nane.

Ckay. Since | lecture for the
Saugatuck River Sail and Power Squadron on adverse
weat her conditions and boating safety in general
for the purposes of this neeting tonight, | have
been asked to concentrate ny renmarks on anchori ng.

Now I'Il talk on the anchoring
situation. There are emergency anchoring
situations such as heavy weather, storns, squalls,
fog, time when your boat may be washed ashore and
into rocks; therefore, dropping an anchor is
absol utely inportant.

There's another time when you could
have a strong tidal current, again in need of
anchori ng.

Excessi ve wi ndage, wi nd that cannot be
overcome with engine hel p al one.

Engi ne nechanical failure is a tinme
when you m ght want to use your anchor and need to,
and also for a boat trying to assist someone in the
water quite oftenit's tinme to drop the anchor and

put yourself in the location of the person
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Anchoring guidelines, and this is
page 5 in the report that I"'mgiving to the Arny
Corps of Engineers. There's a graphic that goes
with that. Anchors need to be affixed to a rode
which is strong and | ong. The anchor needs to be
settled with enough horizontal plane to assure it
gets surely affixed to the bottom

Then we have a scope which is a ratio
of the rode, the line that goes fromthe anchor to
the boat in a horizontal plane, to the vertica
di stance of the bow to the bottom of the water

On an educational basis, you then have
anchoring, scope of the rode guidelines. The
normal scope that is recomended and taught by the
United States Power Squadron is a scope of seven to
one ratio. For every one foot of rise, there would
be seven feet of anchor rode necessary. |In very
heavy weat her, you could have a ratio of ten to
one, because renenber the strength of the anchor is
on the horizontal pull, not on the vertical uplift.

Now, | can give you an exanple which is
page 7 in the report to the Corps, and I'l
summari ze this. Assuming a depth of 20 feet, at

nean low tide, that's the chart nunbers, norma
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conditions with scope of rode, seven to one, that
woul d give us 20 foot of water depth, plus we have
to add to that 3 feet of freeboard of the boat,
which is 23 feet tinmes seven ratio equals 161 feet
of rode necessary under normal conditions.

| can expand this further in a further
exanpl e two, which is on page 8, and we nust al so
consider the tidal increase. That tidal increase
on the Long Island Sound is 7 feet; therefore, if
we do the math, we have 20 feet of water depth,

7 feet of tidal increase, 3 feet of boat freeboard,
take that which is 30 tines 7 ratio equals 210 feet
of rode necessary.

Now, this is an inportant consideration
for current swing. On a 360 degrees circunference,
that anchor woul d have to be in a cleared area of
420 feet of area.

And |'mgetting close to sunmari zi ng
here, but prudent navigation principles, which is
page 9, include safe seamanship principles indicate
to avoid navigating over an area affected by
subnerged objects, neaning that the area affected
will not be safe for navigating through, and lastly

of the principles, obstructions can dangerously
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foul anchoring rodes.

And in conclusion, page 10, the
navi gabl e area engaged in the project is used to
accede the mouth of the Saugatuck River where
significant vessels are nmoored. Prudent narine
seamanshi p avoi ds navigating on top of a conpl ex of
a line systemas the one included in the project.

And, lastly, as energency or forced
anchoring in the area beconmes either not possible
or insecure, it could further cause danger and
damages to property and life.

The inplications are that we will be
facing a relative vast area of no anchoring, nuch
beyond the linmts of the designated area.

| want to thank the Corps for |istening
to ny information and hope that it helps themin
maki ng their deci sion.

Thank you very nuch.

JAMVES TRAPP: Janes Trapp, T-R-A-P-P,
238 Second Avenue, M ford, Connecticut.

| have four concerns, and the first one
is basically the systemitself. Has a system been
tested or proven and proven el sewhere. |I'm

concerned about that, and this is obviously not the
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first tinme it's been put into use; so, I'm
interested in where I can look and find a system
t hat has been proven, and | just wanted to check
t hat out.

kay. Second thing is the maintenance
that was nentioned in one of the articles | read
about the high pressure washing, and the thing that
" mconcerned about is what exactly is that
procedure? What does the residue consist of after
t he washi ng procedure has been conpl eted? How
often is the washing done? And how | ong does it
take to conplete the task? And is there any
envi ronnent al inpact because of that washing?

Nunber three, |I'm concerned about the
integrity of the lines and the helix anchors and
the other anchors that m ght be used, and |'m
interested in what the dynanmic force on the system
under normal and adverse weat her conditions would
be.

And the fourth thing I'm concerned
about what possible -- what are the possible worst
case scenarios that could happen in our environnent
or in our neighborhood area of where these things

are placed. That's ny concern. That's it.
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CHRI STOPHER POLLAK: Ckay. M nane is
Christopher W Pollak. Pollak is spelled
P-OL-L-A-K, no "C'. Address is 235 O d Boston
Road, in WIlton, Connecticut.

kay. And this is a letter addressed
to Cori M Rose, New England District Regulatory
Di vision, 696 Virginia Road, in Concord, Mass. The
zip's 01742-2741 -- excuse ne. Correction -- 2751

Dear Ms. Rose: The following is ny
statement to be entered into the public record as
respect the Mariculture Unlimted project, File
Nurmber: 200202751

| have reviewed t he proposal for
Mariculture Unlimted to install an "oyster farnf
near Cockenoe |sland off Wstport, Connecticut.
This oyster farmconsists of a nunber of |onglines
and cage units which would be rai sed above the
bottom but nmoored 10 feet bel ow nean | ow water. It
woul d be kept afloat between large flotation buoys.
Addi ti onal buoys are proposed to keep the |onglines
of f the bottom Numerous anchors would be required
to hold this gear in place against the wind and the
tidal currents.

Let ne state for the record that | am
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unequi vocal |y opposed to approval of any
application for this proposal

| have been boating in the area which
woul d be affected by the Mariculture proposal since
1959. MW fanily and | have, and continue to be,
active as swi mmers, rowers, powerboaters,
fi shernen, water-skiers, tubers, and recreationa
and racing sailors in dinghies and cruiser racers.
There's no question in nmy mnd that the Mariculture
proposal woul d have a very negative inpact on the
public's use and enjoynment of the area as well as
negative safety ranifications for conmercial and
recreational boaters of all types.

Thi s proposal would benefit a single,
private enterprise at the expense of and detri nent
to other comercial enterprises and thousands of
recreational fishernmen, sailors, and powerboaters
by limting access to a very widely used area of
Long Island Sound. That reason al one shoul d be
sufficient to deny any needed approvals, but it's
nore than that. This project would pose a serious
hazard to navigation that woul d needl essly put
other marine interests at jeopardy.

Anchoring for recreation or safety
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woul d be difficult, if not inmpossible. Sailboats
whi ch capsize and "turn turtle" (rotate 180 degrees
so their nmast is pointing dow), which is a very
conmmon occurrence, would becone foul ed on
| ongl i nes, cages, or rigging. Affecting rescues
woul d be hanpered by the limted nmaneuverability
anong the buoys and lines. Fishermen, both
comrercial and recreational, would also find their
gear fouled. Racing vessels would be unable to
anchor in the area to set marks. Recreational or
racing sailors or powerboaters would not be able to
anchor in the event of a breakdown or at other
times when it would be prudent to hold their
positions rather than operate.

This proposal is a bad idea for both
safety and its potential linitations on the
public's use and enjoynment of the area. Pl ease
reject the Mariculture Unlimted proposal

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, Christopher W Poll ak

PAUL KREI TLER: My name is Paul
Kreitler, K-RE-I-T-L-E-R, and I'mfrom
23 Honestead Avenue, nunber 3, Bl ack Rock

Connecti cut 06605.
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And |'mhere to cone on the record
tonight to state ny position on Mariculture's
application for putting in new oyster beds
in -- off of Cockenoe Island.

| support the position of Cedar Point
Yacht Club and the sailboat racing on Long Island
Sound.

And that's it.

RI CHARD GOLD: My nane is Richard Gold,
G O L-D, 68 Westover Lane, Stanford, Connecticut
06902.

To whomit may concern: | live in
Stanford and travel to Westport three tinmes a week
to participate in sailboat races adm nistered by
Cedar Point Yacht Cub

|'ve been traveling 30 m nutes each way
every sumer for the past ten years to participate.
It is the quality of racing and the tineliness of
the water route to the racecourse that has kept ne
active in comng back for nore. A displaced
racecourse would require significantly nore tine
associated with the activity, hence curtailing the
ability to do so as often.

| am passi onately opposed to all ow ng
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I ongline oyster farmng in the area south of
Saugat uck Harbor entrance, off Westport,
Connecticut. The needs of an established
recreational boating center will greatly be
i npacted in a negative way if forced to share the
waters with a commercial |longline venture over the
proposed 366-acre area.

The reason this application is in
direct conflict with the recreational use needs are
safety for anchoring racing sailboats, flexibility
in anchoring race commttee boats, flexibility in
anchoring raci ng marks, safety to capsized racing
sai | boats, and hazards of navigation for deep kee
vessel s racing or sailing over the structure.

The area has a history of recreationa
boating activity and sail boat racing dating back
per haps 100 years, and the waters are enjoyed by
many sail boat racers, day sailors, fishernen, and
other recreational boating activities. Part of the
uni queness of the area is its lack of commercia
boating activity, which makes the expanded sail boat
raci ng prograns admi ni stered by CPYC possible and
available to the entire Wstport community.

It is very inportant to note that CPYC
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runs and conducts races not only for its nenbers
but invites the entire recreational boating
conmunity to be part of and share the sport under
its adm nistration.

The result of approval and execution of
this proposal would be the displacenent of the
sailing activity to areas that woul d not be over
longlines. This would result in forcing the
sai | boat racers to travel additional time and
di stance so the racing area woul d be unencunbered
by the longlines. This would seriously affect the
ability to run the kinds of prograns that have
benefitted the comunity, region, and the sailors
who have enjoyed the programnms for recreational use.

M ni mal to nonexi stent commrerci al
traffic bl esses the area, and the racing area has
been used for many years.

Hopeful ly, the experts studying the
issue will conclude that it is in the best public
i nterest of the nost people to decline the
application for longline structures in the area.

Thank you for your wllingness to hear
ny point of view

Sincerely, Richard Cold.
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JACQUELI NE FLOURNOY: Jacquel i ne
Fl ournoy, F-L-OU R NOY, 37 Bernuda Road,

West port, Connecticut 06880.

To the Arny Corps of Engineers and to
t he DEP:

And |' m saying, Dear, Sirs, W are
submitting this letter to object to the application
of Mariculture Unlimted to install 169 |onglines
to grow oysters on the 366.8 acre site at Lease 602
and 612.

We feel this application should be
deni ed because it would hinder trolling and
anchoring by fishermen. Sailboats are also at risk
if they capsize in the area. Their nmasts could
beconme entangled in the | onglines and endanger
rescue.

The area in question has been used for
recreational boating for over 100 years, and this
shoul d be given topnost consideration

Thank you for your consideration.

Jacquel i ne and Janes Flournoy. MW
husband's ill and coul d not cone.

AVANDA ROMVERC:  Amanda Roner o,

R OME RO 93 R chards Avenue, apartnent 507,
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Nor wal k, Connecticut 06854,
| am agai nst the project of
oyster -- Mariculture Unlimted permt because it

wi Il hurt trenendously our |ocal econony. Loca

fishernen will be hurt by this same conpany, as the
prices will -- for oysters will drop, and it wll
hurt them

This project is not good either for our
environnent as these oysters are not native or from
Connecticut; they are from another place, and the
new baby oysters will damage our |ocal oyster
famly, and that will damage our environment.

Qur recreational sailing all over the
Long Island Sound will be hurt as well. W have
been sailing for many, nany years and -- in the
Sound, and when they put these cages with the
oysters, that will hurt our -- the purpose of
recreational sailing.

NELSON STEPHENSON: Al right. M name
is Nelson Stephenson. S-T-E-P-HE-NS-ONis the
| ast nane, and the first nane is Nel son
NE-L-S-ON It's 100 Jessica Lane, Southport,
Connecti cut 06890.

|'ve been a racing sailor in Long
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I sl and Sound for over 20 years. |'ma nenber of
Cedar Point Yacht Cub, and | have very, very
serious concerns about the effect of the proposed
West port project on the recreational boating
activities and access for Long Island Sound.

The site that's been discussed is the
nost active site for sailboat racing in Long Island
Sound. This is not a site which is a casual use
site. It is a very actively used racing venue for
cl asses that go fromas snall as 8-foot boats to as
| arge as 45-foot boats.

For the site to be lost to racing woul d
be a trenendous loss to the recreational interests
and the economic interests of the Town of Westport
and the community as a whol e.

Thank you.

JOCELYN POLLAK: Al right. M nane is
Jocelyn Pollak, P-OL-L-A-K. M address is 235 Ad
Boston Road, in WIlton, Connecticut.

My nane is Jocelyn Pollak, and I'm
18 years old. I'mwiting to express nmy opposition
to the placenent of the oyster hatchery in a public
area used frequently by recreational boaters.

I have sailed at Cedar Point Yacht d ub
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for my entire life. M father hel ped build Cedar
Point's current location, and | was sailing by the
time I was six nonths ol d.

| participated in the junior program
fromage 7 until 17. | sailed a dinghy called the
Thistle, sailed on Vanguard 15s, Lightnings, Cub
420s, and several big boats. Basically, as a
result of sailing small boats regularly at Cedar
Point, I've had the greatest experiences of ny
life.

| do not support the applicant's
request because an oyster hatchery woul d produce a
safety hazard so great that it would be virtually
i npossible to sail small boats in the area

My greatest concern, however, involves
the over 30 students on the high school sailing
team Wth the support of Cedar Point, | created
t he high school sailing teamthree years ago. This
team was i mensely popular fromthe start and now
over 30 students are involved. Next year, the club
wi Il become an official teamat WIlton H gh School
providing the opportunity for high school students
to conpetitively race snmall boats wi thout paying

any noney.
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This teamis not a sumer sport; it
begins in late March when the water is still very
cold. If a boat were to capsize in the heavier
wi nter winds and get stuck, it would be a race
agai nst the clock to rescue the freezing crew and
free the boat fromthe netting. The people that
woul d be harned in a situation like this would not
be weal thy, big boat owners but 13- to 18-year-old
students.

As the captain of the high school
sailing team | urge the Arny Corps of Engineers to
take into consideration the negative effect an
oyster hatchery woul d have on the bl ossom ng team

I, in addition to many ot her dedi cated
parents and students, have worked tirelessly to
devel op a successful team W are not peopl e out
for a weekend sail; we are young people who share a
genui ne passion and love for the sport of sailing.
The oyster hatchery woul d endanger the lives and
t he hobbi es of nmany passi onate students.

Si ncerely, Jocel yn Poll ak.

MEGHAN POLLAK: Meghan, M E-G H A-N
Pol | ak, P-OL-L-A-K, and 235 O d Boston Road

W1 ton, Connecticut 06897.
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kay. Over the duration of the
2002- 2003 school year, | have been working
arduously with nany other sailors to establish a
sailing teamat WIton Hi gh School

After finding a qualified coach
organi zing nmeetings with interested sailors, and
havi ng mundane conferences with the high schoo
adm nistration, we were finally accepted into the
hi gh school varsity program Because WIlton teens
with young, avid sailors the Wlton sailing
menber shi p has grown substantially. |'mproud to
say that | have hel ped create such a beneficia
teamfor WIlton Hi gh School, and | know next season
wi Il be highly successful since we finally have
support fromthe school

As the co-captain of the 2003 WIlton
H gh School Sailing Team | urge you not to
establish an oyster farm off Conpo Beach shore.
Al t hough | understand the environnmental benefits of
such a farm | strongly believe it should be
pl ant ed el sewhere because of the conpetitive
sailing that has taken place in the same vicinity
for years.

The hi gh school is extrenely strict
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about how | ong practices nust be for varsity
sports, and if we have to sail out nuch farther
than Conpo, we will never get a constructive anount
of sailing practice in.

| know the oyster conmpany has been
stressing that the oyster farmarea is sail able.
nost ardently disagree, because sailing over nets
presents a cunbersone and even hazardous situation
for sail boats, such as the ones we sail for high
school .

If we were to be hit by an intense
squal |, which has happened in the past, our
capsi zed nasts woul d surely get entangled in the
nets, making it nmore difficult to get back to shore
safely.

If any liability issues cane forth
because of the nets, |I'msure that the high schoo
adm ni stration would be deterred fromoffering any
nore noney to our team

| am al so fearful that because of our
restricted sail area, the sailing itself will not
be as nuch fun causing sailors to be skeptica
about the strength of our team The oyster farm

could literally destroy our infant teamthat | and
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many ot hers have worked so arduously to establish.

Cedar Point exudes high level sailing
conpetition fromall levels. Wth the presence of
the youthful l|evel, Cedar Point and Long Island
Sound wi Il always be thought of as a sailing
conmuni ty.

I hope you find ny input val uable and
consi der what | have to say when naking the fina
deci si ons.

Thank you.

HARRY WEYHER: Harry Weyher, which is
WE-Y-HE-R 215 R dgefield Road

My nane is Harry Frederick Weyher, 1V.
| am 14 years old. For all of ny life, 1've sailed
in the proposed "oyster bed" area in nunerous types
of sailing craft. [|'mproud to say that |I'mable
to sail 10 nmonths out of the year. M friends and
| are very concerned about the proposed oyster beds
for various reasons.

| understand how the State is trying to
preserve the old oyster tradition, but safety,
| ocal econony, and naritime convenience is at
st ake.

The boats that nme and -- or that | and
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ny friends sail are very fast and very fun, and
capsizing is always inevitable. Never before have
| had to worry about capsizing ny boat and worry
about not being able to right her.

The proposed suspended oyster bed woul d
pose a clear and present danger to capsized
vessel s, and especially when heavy seas are
present. There is no guarantee that nme or one of
ny sail boats won't becone entangled in one of these
oyster pots or I|ines.

In addition to the clear and present
safety issue, one nust | ook at how this would
af fect local fishing and sailing. The good old
tradition of taking a boat out to go fishing would
be elim nated because vessels would not be able to
anchor.

Over 100 years of sail boat racing would
al so cone to a grinding halt because races cannot
be conducted w thout anchored start and finish
boats as well as marks. Next week Cedar Poi nt
Yacht Club is hosting one of ny favorite sail boat
races where over 200 junior sailors will conpete in
t he proposed oyster area. |If this oyster plan

foll ows through, 200 sailors and their famlies
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woul d no | onger travel to Wstport, Connecticut, to
bring their kids to race in one of New England's
prem er sail boat racing areas.

| speak on behal f of the junior racing
program at Cedar Point when | say that we are the
next generation of mariners. Many of ny friends
share a common goal of pursuing their sailing
careers into the Aynpics. This is not a fantasy
because we are able to sail out of one of the
country's best yacht clubs and best sailing areas.

I, for one, will be starting an dynpic
canpai gn when I'm 18. Sailing in Wstport,
Connecticut, in the proposed oyster area is how |
am goi ng to acconplish ny goal

Pl ease take a good | ook on how this
will affect the present but also the future.

Thanks.

DAVID TOOVEY-WLSON: My nane is David
Tooney-Wlson, T-OOMEY - WI-L-SSON MW
address is 3 Cannon Brook Lane, Norwal k,

Connecticut 06851.
VWhat Sail boat Racing in Westport Means to Me:

A lifelong sport | can share with ny

wife and fanily
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Weekends on the water with and anong
friends.

Wednesday nights away fromthe TV.

An opportunity to contribute to the
raci ng program

Wat ching junior racers devel op and
gr ow.

Stretching my own abilities.

Increasing ny sailing skills.

I ncreasing ny conmuni cation skills.

Comng to terns with nmy limtations and
in sone cases overcom ng them hel ping others
overcone theirs.

Learning fromothers and an opportunity
to teach others.

Living in harnony within the conmunity.

And an opportunity to neet new friends.

The sail boat racing programin Westport
is the foundation of ny fanmily's reason to live in
this area. It anchors us to the conmunity at |arge
and gives us the basic basis to contribute to the
area in general

As wel |l as buying a house here, we

rel ocated ny conpany to South Norwal k in 2001, and
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| continue to be involved in the conmunity.

Wth no intention of giving up the

sport, we will be forced to nove away if it becones
i npossible to race in our hone waters, as will nany
ot hers.

The sport of sail boat racing enhances
the life of so many in this area. Please preserve
it at this location.

Respectful |y, David Tooney-W/I son.

Thank you.

DI ANA TOOVEY-WLSON: |'m Di ana
Tooney-Wlson, T"OOMEY - WI-L-S-ON, 3 Cannon
Brook Lane, Norwal k, Connecti cut.

To ne, Sail boat Racing in Westport
nmeans: Good cl ean outdoor fun with no deer ticks.

Bei ng transported sonmewhere nagi ca
wi t hout getting on |-95.

Movi ng graceful |y under sail, without
bei ng swanped by ferry wakes or dodgi ng barges.

Actual Iy using nmy boat regularly and
getting to know her intimately.

Buil ding a crew and watching their
skills and confidence devel op

Teaching and | earning from peopl e of
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di verse ages, careers, and backgrounds.

Confronting ny own limtations in
conmuni cation, skill, and strength, and working
t hr ough t hem

Salt water, sunscreen, w ndblown hair
and the occasi onal soggy shoe.

The rush of great speed, at only five
nm | es per hour.

Challenging ny wits to work wi th Mt her

Nat ur e.

Camar aderie, trust, teammrk, and a job
wel | done.

Conpetition, sport, nastery, and
hum lity.

Roles for all ages, physical abilities,
and skills.

Conmunity, in Wstport and any port,
| ake, or puddl e around the world.

For me, sailboat racing in Westport has
determined the quality of nmy life. W noved to
Norwal k from New York City six years ago just
because we spotted a house for rent one day on our
way honme from a race.

Just last week, | spent a day with ny
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father. He hoisted nme up ny 48-foot nmast and kept
me up there for an hour while we prepared nmy 1986
cruising boat for its first race with a spinnaker
It was a day we'll never forget.

And, nost inportantly, sailboat racing
in Westport taught nmy husband to sail, quickly,
i ntroduced himto his best friend, and provided the
two of us with a pastine we can share for a
lifetinme.

W have invested considerable tine and
resources this season preparing our boat for
raci ng, enploying several local firnms in the marine
industry. W are committed to this lifestyle and
hope the committee respects that we are not al one.

This sport does so nuch for nme and ny
famly. Please preserve it at this location

Submitted respectfully by Diana
Tooney-W I son, 3 Cannon Brook Lane, Norwal k.

JACK CONTI: M nane is Jack Conti
CONT-1, 98 Bucki ngham Ri dge Road, W/Iton
Connecti cut .

As a Connecticut citizen, |'mconcerned
about the | ocal econony being diverse and grow ng.

The proposal that Mariculture has nade is an
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attenpt to aid an ailing industry that's in need of
hel p.

I think this proposal should be
accepted and gi ven a chance to hel p the Connecti cut
economy gr ow.

And al so, | believe that this proposa
takes into consideration the concerns of the
recreational boating community, and concessions
have been nade where we could -- where they could
coexi st .

Respectfully submtted, Jack Conti.

JOAN KENNEY- ROVANO My nane is Joan
Kenney- Romano, K-E-N-N-E-Y - ROMANO MW
address is 4 Checkerberry Lane, Sandy Hook
Connecti cut.

My concerns for the proposal of the
oyster beds is the volune of traffic on the boating
out there, the skill levels of the sailors that are
sailing out there. Longshore has a nmentor program
and a school, so | think that not all the people
that are out there are experienced sailors and can
be expected to not get into trouble.

| think it's also a hazard for many of

the racing sail boats and al so a naj or inconveni ence
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for eight different classes of racing boats, and
there's junior sailing. There's high school
sailing, and there's the Special A ynpics. There
were young children out there in the Optimsts this
past weekend, and | think it's a dangerous
situation for them

Also, it's not just the people that are
nmenbers of the yacht club that are inpacted, but
the many crew nenbers and ot her people that we take
out on a regular basis to enjoy the Sound.

It also concerns ne that the |and was
snapped up, as they say in their own literature,
right before a noratoriumwas put on to keep people
fromprofiteering, and | have sone concerns that,
you know, if somebody's running in to try to grab
sonet hing up, that they may continue to expand and
to push every inch that they can.

Thanks.

TJ CASEY: MW nane is TJ Casey, Sr.,
CAS-E-Y. M address is 59 Green, as the color,
Street in MIford 06460.

"Il shorten this up fromny statenent.
Site two, MIford, Connecticut of Mariculture

Unlimted request for an Army Corps of Engineers
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permt under Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors
Act to install and maintain 155.5 acres of
subnerged longlines for the rearing of eastern
oysters at the adm nistrated -- at State
admini stered shellfish | ease areas in the nearshore
coastal environnent, |ocated of fshore of Cedar
Beach and Laurel Beach |I strongly urge you to deny.

The application, as proposed, would
have a significant inpact on the historic public
use of this water area. It is heavily used
environnentally. It is a heavily used recreationa
swi mmi ng, water-skiing, boating, sailing, power and
fishing area. Fifty-six 325-foot |onglines, each
suspendi ng 50 cages is a huge subnerged fl oating
structure that will be a potential hazard to the
health and safety of the current and future
recreational users.

Personal experience with a 17-foot
catamaran, pushing it to the limts had ne upside
down in this area several years ago. | really find
it most disconforting to think of the problens |
may have had to encounter if longlines were just a
few feet bel ow

Two of my brothers are sailors. Both
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have owned and sailed up and down t he East Coast
into the Bahamas as wel| as several trans-Atlantic
crossings. They have brought their vessels into
Long Island Sound and anchored right in the mddle
of the MIford site. Their ability, as other
sailors, to find safe harbor off of Cedar Beach and
Laurel Beach will be gone if this permt is
grant ed.

Finally, if this sized facility were
proposed directly off the coastline with docks and
piers, it would be denied upon arrival. The public
trust water rights nust be protected above and
bel ow t he surface of Long Island Sound. This
application will take fromthe public trust waters
of very rich and well used recreational area
Again, | urge your rejection of this permt.

LI SA SIMMONS: It's Lisa Sinmons,
SI-MMONS. It's 301 Godfrey -- RE-Y -- Road,
Fairfield, Connecticut 06825.

| amwiting in opposition to the
Mariculture Unlimted s proposed | onglines and
cages off Westport, Connecticut.

| have lived in Fairfield since 1968

and have al ways enjoyed Long |sland Sound
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recreationally. | started sailing with nmy father
and then took sailing | essons at Jenni ngs Beach
| am passing the tradition on to nmy nieces by
teaching themto sail on ny -- on the Sunfish ny
sister and | |earned on

Over the years, | have watched Long

I sl and Sound change. Wen | first noved to

Connecticut as an eight-year-old, | thought the
wat er was "yucky". Today | am happy to sw m and
sail in the waters. The condition of the Sound has

greatly inproved

In the winter, | take my dogs to the
beach for sw nming and running with other dogs - a
sport they really relish.

| have concerns about the safety of the
proposed |l onglines and cages. M first concern is
boating safety. Squalls are known to kick up fast
on Long Island Sound and have a | arge anopunt
of -- and to have -- and having a | arge anount of
area off linmts to anchor is a potential hazard.

Anot her concern is since | sail snall
boats that capsize and sonetinmes turtle, | worry
that my rigging will be damaged or damagi ng the

oystering equi pnent. |If someone cannot upright a
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boat that is caught in the oystering equi pnent, who
knows what the outcone will be.

Si nce Longshore Sailing School is
located in the vicinity, | also have qual ns about
i nexperienced sailors getting caught up in the
oyster equi pnent.

My | ast concern is about the anmount of
shells that may wash up on the shore. Oyster and
clam shells can pose a hazard to bare feet and
paws.

Long Island Sound is a wonderful
recreational asset to the State of Connecticut as
well as New York and Rhode Island. | feel the
proposed application [imts that asset. | hope the
board considers nmy thoughts about the proposed
application and denies it.

ANDY LOZYNI AK: My nane is Andy
Lozyniak. It's spelled L-O-Z-Y-N-1-A-K M
address is 45 Honeysuckle Hi Il Lane, Easton
Connecti cut .

I amhere to strongly urge the Arny
Corps of Engineers to reject the proposal as
currently stated in the Mariculture Unlimted

proposal to put in -- off the waters of Westport
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t he pl anned oyster beds.

| have been a boater for over 30 years
in the Westport waters, and | believe that there
woul d be a significant hazard to public safety by
putting the proposed beds in a najor boating
t hor oughf ar e.

It is a hazard to both sail boaters and
power boaters. | am a powerboater, and the anchor
buoys, along with the marker buoys in adverse
weat her conditions would create a significant
hazard to all boaters.

Again, | strongly urge the US Arny
Corps of Engineers to reject the proposal by
Maricul ture Unlinited.

Thank you.

JAVES WALSH:  Janes Wl sh, WA-L-S-H,
112 Ponus Ri dge Road, in New Canaan, Connecti cut
06840.

I"mstrongly against this proposal. |
think it's ludicrous that one nan what he calls his
hobby can di spl ace the boaters in a comunity. He
is placing his nets and his cages directly in the
harbor entrance, and it's going to create a safety

hazard for all the boats that go through that area.
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That's basically it.

G NNY BERNSTEIN: G nny, GI-N-NY,
Bernstein, B-E-R-NS-T-E-I-N, 111 Steep Hi Il Road,
West on, Connecticut 06883.

I amin favor of this project due to
the fact that | believe that it's good for the
environnent. It wll nake our waters cleaner, and
| just feel very strongly that overall it will be
good for the fishing industry.

Thank you.

DAVI D MACLAY: So, ny nanme is David
Macl ay, and Maclay is spelled funny. No capitals
inthe mddle of it. MAGCL-AY Address is
29 Ownenoke, O WE-N- O K-E, Park, Westport.

And | live just west of Conpo Beach
and I've lived there for 34 years. | have a boat
of my own, and I am constantly aware of the very
heavy boat traffic, all sizes, fromMuy to
Novenber .

There are many | arge boats, including
many over 50 or 60 feet. Sailboats have deep
keels. There are also sonme very | arge powerboats.
Year round there are half a dozen commerci al

fishernmen's | obster boats.
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Al of this traffic usually uses the
mai n entrance to the harbor, traveling north of the
Cockenoe -- the Cockenoe Reef, which is dangerous
any time and is inpossible at lowtide, in the fog,
or in heavy weat her.

| have al ways understood that the Arny
Engi neers and all governnmental authorities respect
the general public's right to navigation. This
project will have -- interfere drastically with al
t he navigation of the general public.

In contrast, the proposal serves
absolutely no common public interests. The
sacrifice of free navigation would only be for
private profit.

Thank you.

KATHY THOWPSON: Okay. So, Kathy
Thompson.  Thonpson, T-HO MP-S-O N M address
is 157 Mle Common, GO M MO N, Easton,

Connecticut 06612.

And | am speaking to express ny concern
over the proposed oyster farm ng on the nearshore
coastal environnment of Long Island Sound,
specifically those acres off of Wstport,

Connecti cut.
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VWhile | appreciate the intent of
coastal managenent plans, | do not believe that
these artificial reefs in the proposed |ocation are
in the best interest of the public.

Long Island Sound is a val uabl e,
natural resource to all citizens of the surrounding
states, providing both environnental and quality of
l'ife benefits.

From an envi ronnental standpoint, the
exhi bits at Norwal k Aquarium make it only too clear
how easily artificial changes made to our Sound can
forever danmage the delicate bal ance of the waters.

The 169 325-foot-long | onglines pose a
potential hazard to wildlife, including the water
birds frequently seen diving and fishing on
nearshore waters and the fish and other creatures
[iving beneath the surface of the Sound.

The Public Notice acknow edges that the
| ongli ne gear may "adversely affect the norma
nm gratory novenent of pelagic fish..." Wy is this
accept abl e when we have tried for many years to
successfully bring marine life back to the Sound?

The artificial reef structures are not

the only hazards created. The boats, equipnent,
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and people required to maintain and harvest the
oysters create their own pollution and
di sturbances, particularly when they operate so
close to the shore where the water is nore shall ow
and the currents | ess strong.

Equal ly inmportant are the quality of
life benefits that this area of the Sound provides
to tens of thousands of people each year. |If
you' ve ever been on the Sound of f Conpo Beach, you
know that the area is filled with boaters,
kayakers, wi ndsurfers, PWCs, and even sw mrers.

Al of these citizens are enjoying the water and
the freedom of being able to safely use Long Island
Sound. Al of this activity takes place every day,
exactly in the area that Mariculture Unlinmted
wants to take as their own.

The proximity to Cockenoe Island,
several harbors, a channel, Conpo Beach, and
Longshore nakes the area in Westport particularly
wel | used and highly trafficked. Should the oyster
beds be approved, the safety of everyone using the
area will be conpronised

Boats will be unable to anchor safely

in the event of an energency, including the
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unpredi ctabl e and dramatic storns that arise,
especi ally during the sumer.

Broken and | oose lines fromthe beds
will cause notors to be fouled, resulting in |oss
of steering.

Swel | s, comon in the Sound, could
cause boats to becone fouled in the lines of the
beds.

G ven the many acres of avail able
water -- water that is nmuch less trafficked, nuch
| ess used for recreation, and has much | ess of an
i mpact on so nany citizens -- it is certainly
possi ble for Mariculture Unlimted to select an
area that achieves their econonm c and busi ness
goals, as well as respects the rights of private
citizens who use and | ove this nearshore portion of
t he Sound.

ROBERT FILEPP: M nane is Robert
Filepp. Last name is spelled F-1-L-E-P-P. MW
address is 27 Silent Grove North, Wstport,
Connecti cut 06880.

I'd like to say that |'m opposed to the
Mariculture oyster farm and | believe that it's a

hazard to navigation
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| own a sailboat and sail out of Conpo
Mari na and woul d not be able to get access to the
Sound wi thout traversing the proposed oyster
fields. Essentially, the oyster field blocks the
entire harbor entrance.

That's it.

M CHAEL VEI NSHEL: My nane is M chael
Wei nshel, WE-1-NS-HE-L. M office is at
799 Silver Lane, Trunmbull, Connecticut 06611

I'd like to talk in favor of the

proposal. | amthe accountant for Mariculture;
therefore, | do have sone bi ases.
However, | am al so a boater and a

fi sherman and use Long Island Sound all the tinme.
| do know of Mariculture's investment in this
project which is very large. | believe the
advant ages far outwei gh the di sadvant ages.

I amalso an investor in Sound Tigers
in Bridgeport, so | do believe in Bridgeport, and
do believe this project will bring economc
devel opnent to Bridgeport, which is badly needed.

| don't agree with all the things in
the proposal. | don't believe that this is

necessarily a substitute for dredging or the old



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

50
nmet hods, but | think any tinme there's new
technol ogy which night inprove the industry, we
should give it a shot and see how it works, and
again, econonmically, and for the betternent of the
Bri dgeport econony, | believe we should put through
t he proposal .

JOANNA EBERT: My name is Joanna Ebert.
It's spelled E-B-E-FR-T. | live at 71 Wods End
Road, in Fairfield.

| have run the Junior Sailing Program
at Saugatuck Harbor Yacht Cub, and |I'mvery
concerned about the proposed | ocation for the
Mari cul ture project.

We have very young boaters who go out
on the water, and as they evolve into stronger
sailors, they will be venturing out into this area;
and if these small, notorless boats tip over and
capsi ze, the masts and the rigging could get caught
up in the cages and the equi pnrent and the |ines
that are proposed, and | think a younger sail or
who's trying to naster techniques and skills and
safety would be really disconcerted to have such a
traumati c thing happen as they're trying to learn

to sail in the open waters.
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I'"mal so a nenber of Saugatuck Harbor
Yacht Club, and as a nother and as a boater, |'m
very concerned about children being out there as
well as just other families in the area and the
ram fications that this proposal has for safe
boating of f the Westport shoreline.

Thank you.

PATRI CIl A SCANLAN: My nane is
Pat Scanlan, S-CGA-N-L-A-N, 9 Placid Lake Lane,
West port, Connecti cut.

And | am a nenber of Saugatuck Harbor
Yacht Club and a longtine boater in the area out
where this proposal is scheduled to be put.

I"mvery concerned about the fal se
bottomthat it mght create, wave action that it
m ght create, rough days on Sunday eveni ngs when
many boaters are out there, sometines thousands of
boats at one tine; and I'malso a conmttee boat
for our sailing -- on a comm ttee boat for our
sailors. W anchor right there where this is

proposed to be, and I think this is going to creat
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a lot of problens for our racing conmittees and our

races on weekends and Wednesday ni ghts, and as a

menber of the club, and past board nmenber, |'m al so
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concerned about our junior sailors possibly
being -- having to anchor there and getting caught
in the traps; and | have nothing agai nst the
Mariculture itself, but | do not think this is the
appropriate place for it to be.

Thank you.

JIM GOODRICH: My name is Jim Goodrich,
GOODRI-CGCH M address is 5 Nutneg Lane
West port, Connecti cut.

And ny statenent is that the proposed
project is a hazard to a busy navigational area,
and as stated by Mariculture, it is one person's
hobby versus basically the hobby of nany hundreds
of peopl e.

And one of the areas that | think is
nost critical is the inability to anchor in the
area that -- where the project has been put in
pl ace and that would be anchoring for people who
fish. 1t would be anchoring for conmttee boats
that are involved in sailboat racing, and it would
stop people frombeing able to drift fish over the
bottomin what is a significant area.

The other thing that the anchoring does

is to create a situation where a tactic used in
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sai | boat racing when the wind dies and the tide is
taki ng you further away fromthe mark, you can
anchor, but you can't anchor obviously if you're in
a no-anchor zone.

In addition to that, it's a hazard to
navi gati on, because there are many boats which do
not have engi nes which are out there on a regul ar
basis, and I'Il nane them They are boats |ike
Optim st Prans, 420s, 470s, the Thistle, the
Li ghtning, the Star, Solings, and the Atlantics,
and in the event of an enmergency, a storm or
somet hi ng that happens to someone on board, the
inability to anchor creates a dangerous situation
and all of these boats |ack engines, and in a
crisis, they've got to be able to stop. They can't
get to shore without aid, and therefore, |I'm saying
that this is some of the biggest issues that have
to do with the -- the lack of ability to anchor
creates a dangerous situation

KATHY BRUNJES: Okay. M nane is
Kathy Brunjes. The |last nanme is spelled.
B, as in boy, RUNJ-E-S. | live at 3 Riverview
Road, Westport, Connecticut.

And ny statenent is that when a
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conmunity cones together to nake changes to an
exi sting road and parking situation, it makes those
deci si ons based on the traffic, points of entrance,
and egress, based on pedestrians, based on the
busi nesses in that |ocation. Wen it cones down to
Mariculture's plan, it does not take into
consi deration the things that one normally takes
i nto consideration when it conmes to planning a
conmuni ty.

It's equivalent to putting cars in the
center of the Post Road. What we need to do is
| ook at a different plan, one that doesn't exclude
Mari cul ture, but one that plans for the conmunity

and the uses that the community has for that

wat er way.

Thank you.

DENNI S ANDERSON: My nane's Denni s
Anderson, A-ND-E-R-S-ON. | live at 165 Third

Avenue in M| ford, which is in Laurel Beach

' magainst this proposal for the use
of public water areas for private enterprise.

As | understood it, the State and the
Arnmy Corps of Engineers control the use of the

wat erways as a matter of public trust for the
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I"mnot sure what the State and the
Arnmy Corps of Engi neers' thought process is to
allow a private enterprise to gain a profit for the
use of what is otherw se supposed to be public
property.

It will adversely affect recreational
uses: swi mm ng, boating, anchoring, fishing,
wi ndsurfing, and probably a | ot of other
recreational uses of the water areas.

| think it's a bad precedent. |If you
all ow these | ease rights in certain water areas,
then sonme other commercial conpany's going to want
to come in and do it other places, and | don't
think that's the purpose of the public use of the
wat erways and the public trust that the State and
the Arny Corps of Engineers is supposed to
preserve

| think it's going to adversely affect
property val ues for those people and entities that
own properties in the area. Over the years they' ve
devel oped those properties and the rights for the
water use are related to that, and this is going to

adversely affect it.
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Laurel Beach 30, 40, 50 years ago put
in groins and brought in sand to preserve the beach
rights area and to have a gradual beach area that
| eads out and that's used for recreational purposes
by lots of folks, and the ability to adversely
affect that after that investnent was nade by
Laurel Beach for some private enterprise that now
wants to go out there in that waterway area and put
in lines and anchors that are going to affect those
recreational uses doesn't seemjustified.

I think the disadvantages outwei gh the
advant ages, and | don't know of any good reason to
allow a private enterprise to have this kind of use
of public property.

Thank you.

JANE TWOMBLY: My nane is Jane Twonbly.
It's spelled T-WO-MB, as in boy, L-Y, and | live
at 194 Third Avenue in MIford, Connecticut.

Regarding this proposal, | am not
opposed to cleaning the waters of Long Island
Sound. | am however, opposed to the area or
| ocation that is proposed in MIford that is far
too close to the nmean | ow water |ine.

Wth two small children that are at the
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| ow water |ine for nost of the sumer, | just fee
that the site is far too close in, and it just
doesn't seem possible that they coul d subnerge what
they need to subnerge in that anmount of water

That's it.

BOB ZANNETTI: M nane is Bob Zannetti.
The spelling of ny last name is Z-A-NNE-T-T-1
and | live in Wstport, 20 Sunnyside Lane,

West port, Connecti cut.

I amthe Race Conmittee Chairman of
Saugat uck Harbor Yacht Club in Westport, and |'m
opposed to the proposal to put the oyster farmin
the nouth of the Saugatuck River.

My objection is based on the fact that
it's ny strong feeling that this will be a major
hazard to navi gation

I've been sailing for 30 years in Long
I sl and Sound, for 20 years in Westport, and the
area that has been identified as the oyster farm
area woul d severely inhibit racing and recreationa
boating fromtaking place in Wstport.

' mnot opposed to the project of
farm ng oysters, but | am opposed to the | ocation

of the oyster farm
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It's ny feeling that the State needs to
develop a long-range plan that will take everyone's
interest into consideration, recreational boaters
as well as the oyster farm ng comunity; and that
until that's done, | think there should be no | ease
granted to Mariculture in the nouth of the -- nouth
of Westport Harbor

JOHN MAGEE: M nane is John Magee.
reside at 75 M| ford Point Road, and | have been on
Cedar Beach.

|'ve been a resident of Cedar Beach for
al nost 50 years. Throughout that tine, we have not
been allowed to acquire shellfish fromin front of
nmy property. This is per the EPA, based on
upstream PCBs -- PCB tainting fromthe GE plants,
CGeneral Electric's plants in Pittsfield,
Massachusetts.

This coupled with the fact that earlier
oyster beds were a trial -- were trial and have
suddenly beconme an established fact. W have to
endure the sound of chugging diesel engines at
six a.m each norning coupled with the wonderfu
scent that acconpani es diesel engines. This is

why -- this is not why | pay the highest -- some of
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t he highest taxes in MIford.

I"mstrongly opposed to any expansion
or change in the current oyster beds, and based on
our inability to clamthese waters suggests that
t he existing beds be closed, not expanded.

Thank you.

EDWARD MAGEE: Edward Magee, M A-G E-E,
23 Marsh Street on Cedar Beach

And pretty much | have done oystering.
I"'ma licensed oyster fisherman nyself. | don't do

it any nore, but | feel that if this precedent is

set, that there will be many, nany other ones to
fol | ow

There's -- | didn't count them | w sh
| counted them but there's -- |'Il estinmate.

There's probably 75 to 80 existing oyster beds that
are under the water that will all come above the
water, and there will be no nore recreational
boating. No nore sailboats. No nore jet skis. No
nore anything. It will just be a

commercial -- commercial area, and you won't be
able to enjoy what we've enjoyed for, you know, our
whole tine living there, which I'mclose to

50 years too in the sane area, sane beach, and
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that's it. That's ny big gripe.

Thanks.

ELI ZABETH LURIE: M nane is Elizabeth
Lurie, L-URI1-E. M address is 192 Heather Drive
in New Canaan, Connecti cut.

I'ma recreational sailor who
frequently sails in the area proposed to be
devel oped into a 367-acre |longline oyster farm

| sail in that area about 50 days each
year on a snall boat that is easy to capsize and to
return to upright when it's windy. The boat's nast
is 18 feet tall. | amconcerned that if | were to
capsize in the area where the oyster farmis
| ocated, nmy mast woul d be entangled in the ropes.
My mast could rip the lines holding the oyster farm
apparatus together. M nmast could break, and
coul d endanger nyself in trying to free ny boat
fromthe |ines.

The proposed oyster farmarea is
| ocated such that there is no way to get into
West port Harbor wi thout sailing over it, soif a
sudden sunmer squall comes up, | have no choi ce but
to risk ny boat and possibly nyself by sailing over

the oyster farm
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Sailing is nmy famly's primary
recreation activity. | sail with ny husband and
t hree young chil dren, ages two, four, and seven
years old. | have been sailing since | was
ei ght years old and racing actively for al nost
15 years. | hope that ny children will enjoy this
hobby as much as their parents do.

Sailing is a whol esone, sustainable
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activity that our entire famly can enjoy together.

Sai | boat racing teaches children inportant |essons
about sportsnanship, teamwork, confidence, and
self-reliance

Sailing feeds the | ocal econonmy. On
days when we race, we go out for a nmeal at a | oca
restaurant afterwards along with other racers.

| buy all ny marine equi pnent at |oca
stores, and | enploy local service providers to
help nmaintain nmy boat. |If the proposed oyster far
were devel oped, it would put the comercia
concerns of one small conpany above the
recreational interests of hundreds of |oca
sailors, to the detrinent of the |ocal econony.

ERI K HAAKONSEN: It's Erik Haakonsen

HAAKONSE-N Qur address is 50 Mdtil

m
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MOT-1-L, Place, in Stratford, Connecticut.

I think what I'd like to say is at the
heart of the matter here is the evaluation of the
probabl e i npact on the proposed activity to the
public interest.

VWhat | see is a shellfishery that's in
decline, and the proposal does much for one
i ndi vi dual and the four workers that he has in the
M|l ford/ Stratford area, but does nothing for the
aest hetics, conservation, general environnenta
concerns, fish and wildlife values, navigational
areas, and recreational areas of Stratford and
M1 ford.

By i nmpedi ng navi gation and inpeding the
recreational areas can cause safety issues as
sai | boats and powerboats get stuck in the |obster
pots currently that are out there.

I think that allow ng one
shel I fisherman to put in these traps opens the door
for all the other shellfishernen in the area, and
woul d thus elimnate the recreational value of al
the areas between Stratford, Breakwater, and
Charl es |sland.

And if you |l ook at the sheer nunbers of
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you' re tal king thousands, punmping mllions, if not
over ten mllion dollars into the |ocal economes
every year, and this is -- would be for the benefit
of a shellfishing industry that enploys far fewer
peopl e than the recreational boating industry.

And that's what | would like you to
take into consideration.

Thank you.

LAWRENCE W LLI AVMS: Ckay. M nane's
Lawence Wllians, WI-L-L-1-A-MS, 68 Anchorage
Drive, MIford.

I'ma full-time shellfisherman, and
have been enployed in the shellfish business for
32 years.

| | ease beds fromthe State of
Connecticut off of MIford, and I'mfamliar with
all aspects of the shellfish industry.

| also have -- |I'm a nei ghbor of the
applicant. | lease ground fromthe State adjacent
to the applicant off of MIford. M |ease nunber
is 391.

As a shel |l fishernan, speaking as a

shel I fi sherman, | can generally support the
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application with the qualification that the
i mpl enentation of the longlines is as the
application states and no closer to the surface of
t he wat er because of navigational concerns by other
user groups.

As a shellfishernman, working two boats
that draw 6 feet of water, | do have a concern that
t he head ropes of the longlines be naintai ned at
t he proposed dept hs.

| don't object to Type Il aquacul ture
applications in general. The shellfish industry is
expanding in this area coastwise, and it represents
a significant departure fromthe traditiona
on-bottom cul ture that Connecticut has enpl oyed for
t he past hundred years.

Basically that's it.

EM LY WOOD: My nane Enily M Wod,
WO O D, 118 Fifth Avenue, Laurel Beach, M ford,
Connecti cut .

I live one block fromLong Island Sound
and use it daily. | amopposed to the Mariculture
Unlimted plan and any other organization wth
their sane plan

| feel any further devel opi ng of



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

65
oystering will just have to be done the, quote, old
fashi oned way wi th no buoys and nets and intrusive
things into the ocean

Thank you.

NANCY BRUNG Ckay. M nane is Nancy
Bruno, and | live at 67 Sixth Avenue, in MIford,
Connecti cut .

| am oppos -- these proposed |onglines
will be a navigational nightrmare for all types of
recreational boating. Residents of MIford who
enjoy fishing will have trouble keeping their |ines
free of them

Water-skiers will be presented with a
very real hazard, and boaters, in general, wll be
heavily inmpacted by this plan for harvesting
oysters.

It is a comercial endeavor that
benefits one industry, while manipulating the
aquatic environnent in this beautiful area at the
expense of those who |ive here and those who enjoy
the Sound for recreation.

| believe this is a plan based on greed
as it benefits a few and negatively affects many

who pay high taxes to live in this area
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| strongly voice nmy opposition

Al so one | ast postscript, | amalso
opposed to any other oyster industries trying to do
this sanme type of harvesting. The old fashioned
way i s good enough.

EDWARD SULLIVAN. My nane is Edward B.
Sul l'ivan, S-U-L-L-1-V-A-N, 71 MIford Point Road,

M1 ford, Connecticut 06460.

My concern is that our house is
directly inland fromthe | ocation that's been
sel ected by this comrercial conpany to run their
pilot program That neans that when | get up in
the norning, which is already occurring, their ship
is out there which is powered by a diesel engine,
so you hear the engine. There's always the
environnental possibility of a diesel spill because
the location is very close to shore.

They, fromnenory, | think they told ne
it was 1,500 feet. That's what | thought they
said, but it's so close that on the map that's
handed out for information, that distance is not
shown.

But in any event, ny famly -- nyself,

and ny famly, ny father and grandfather have
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sai |l ed and boated and fished in this particular
area for well over 40 years.

It is directly off shore of our nain
swi mm ng beach for Cedar Beach, which not only
denies the waters -- the use of the water to the
people that live along the shore, but also all of
the houses in the rear, and when | say deny the
use, | nean the possibility of the spills that 1've
t al ked about, but al so, as explained, this rack
systemw Il only be 8 feet under the surface of the
wat er when snooth; and at nean | ow water, which the
definition of mean shows that there can be a great
variation, so that at tines these things, fromny
experience -- |I've seen Northeasterner storns cone
in where these things would literally be on the
surface, depending on where the wind is bl owi ng and
how st rong.

The other is they've already put a
nunber of floats out there. | don't honestly know
whet her the nunber of floats is greater than
they'Il end up with or less, but fromspeaking to
the representative, they're going to add nore
floats than they have out there now, which nakes it

literally inmpossible for me to sail ny sailboat in
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that area that | have used through the years.

| have 13 grandchildren, all of them
sailors of sorts, and you're denying the use of
t hat wat erway, because on a w ndsurfer, you just
can't go around those floats that easily, and on a
Hobi e Cat, you cannot go around those floats that
easily.

So, as | look at it, for commercia
pur poses, for increasing the dollar return, that is
what is driving this proposal.

| would say that really the best -- if
this is a pilot program and they want to try it
out, great, put it rmuch further out from shore or
put it where there are no houses al ong the shore,
and I"'msure in Long Island Sound, there are
certainly areas that that can do.

I've left out many, many itens that,
you know, are inmportant, but |'m speaking just
i mpronptu to what | hear being said and what | see
bei ng sai d.

The other thing is that the notice that
was put out was extrenely confusing. Anywhere from
being told that you had to be here at 5:00 in order

to hear the conmercial proposal of what they were
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going to do, to be here at 6:00 to sign to speak
to be here at 7:00, but you wouldn't be allowed to
tal k, very, very confusing

The other thing is the notice that was
mailed, | think is defective in the size of the
print and in the size of the charts that were
i ncluded. You could not nmeasure how far out from
shore these areas were.

STEPHEN MENDI LLO St ephen Mendill o,

ME-NDI-L-L-O 24 Seavi ew Avenue, Laurel Beach

MIford.

So, | have lived at Laurel Beach on the
wat erfront for many, nany decades. | swimthere.
| boat there. | do not inpinge on anybody el se's

busi ness or water activities, enjoyment of the
coastline, visual aesthetics, or any noise or
anyt hing el se, but the oyster nen are already so
egregious in that area that they are a nui sance
al ready w thout putting these cages and
experinenting with a lot of nonsense that seens to
me count erproductive to the purposes of the ocean
of the sea, of Long Island Sound.

If they are so eager to go nmake nobney

with oysters, go do it someplace, but do not usurp
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what has been for ne and ny fanmly, nmy two sisters
and their fanmilies live up the street fromne. W
all swmavidly. W boat avidly. W love Long
I sl and Sound, and we do not like big hunks of iron
and steel and chains lurking in the waters to break
free during Nor'easters and other hurricanes and
st or is.

Not hing in the sea behaves according to
any foreseen plan. Things happen, and | do not
want to be swimring in the water and see -- cone
across a netal cage or pieces of a cage or pieces
of chain or rope. | just -- | just think that
they're already too much with us in Long Island
Sound close to the shore where people are going to
great lengths to be there to enjoy.

| intend to |l earn nore about this whole
thing. | don't know everything about it, and I'm
going to attenpt to learn, and I will follow this
up with a letter, but I amvehenently opposed to
this, and | will resent it every second | see it,
and | already resent the huge nunber of floats and
buoys that flood the water, that pollute the water
fromStratford Point and Lordship Point, over to

Laurel Beach. You can't even get a boat through
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there. |It's a disgrace. Go back to wherever you
canme from whoever you are.

FRANCI S GAROFALO.  Francis Garofal o,
GAROFAL-QO 426 Belden H Il Road, WIton,
Connecti cut .

I'"d like to speak in favor of this
proposal. | believe it's environnentally sound.

It is not experinental. |It's been proven to be
environnental ly friendly and boater friendly in the
United States and Canada.

| believe that the shellfish industry
is dying in the Long Island Sound. A $200 mllion
a year industry and that sonething needs to be done
to allowit to prosper.

It enpl oys otherw se unenpl oyabl e
i ndi viduals who woul d be on your welfare rolls. |
know this fromfirsthand experience.

The -- | amespecially upset by the
amount of msinformation that is circulating at
this hearing. | can understand individuals,
honmeowners, et cetera, who have been m sinforned,
but the blatant lies that politicians at this -- at
this hearing is just mind blowing. | guess |

shoul dn't expect nuch froma politician.
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That's it.
ERIC TWOMBLY: |I'mEric, E-RI-C
Twonbly, T-WO MB-L-Y, and | live at 194 Third

Avenue, in MIford.

And |'m here to speak against the
proposal. Wile | believe that the proposal, in
general, is sonmething I could support, the size and
scope of the plot, particularly in MIford,
concerns ne, and its close proximty to the shore,
particularly in the Third Avenue area where a
substantial sandbar extends out fromthe coast, and
at lowtide in order to swmin that area, you have
to wal k several hundred yards off the shore in
order to find good sw nm ng space; so, thereby,
havi ng this devel opnent in such close proximty to
t he shore inpedes the use of the shore at |low tide
for swinmrers, by sail boaters, and by other boaters.

If it could be scaled back in size, it
m ght be something that | would be nore supportive
of .

In general, the honeowners who buy
properties along this stretch pay a significant
premumin both real estate purchase price and in

t axes, based on those real estate purchase prices,
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because of the views and use of the waterfront, and
so by having a devel opnent whi ch degrades the use
of this area, it's negatively affecting those
honeowners for the betternment of a single
i ndi vidual or | guess a conpany in the case of
Maricul ture Unlimted.

And that's about it.

LI SA MENDI LLO Lisa Mendill o,
ME-ND-1-L-L-O 24 Seaview Avenue, Ml ford,
Connecti cut 06460.

| amworried about the |ocation and the
safety and | feel we need to find alternatives to
this plan and nake an overall plan as soneone said,
and -- okay. That's it.

ALAN STERLING First name is Al an,
A-L-A-N, Sterling. It's ST-EERL-1-NG
P. 0. Box 2333, Westport, Connecticut 06880.

My statement is |'mconcerned about the
growmh that will acquire on the cages: plankton,
seaweed, nussels, and barnacles. Al of these
things will have to be cleaned off on -- off the
cages on a continuing basis, and | assune power
washed, and this will cause a concentrated

situation of all this material in the | ocal area,
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and what | think will happen is with the tides wll
drift onto other people's grounds as it settles and
possi bly onto the beaches, and | don't think that's
such a good i dea.

That's it.

DOCTOR TARA GLENNON: Good evening. M
name i s Doctor Tara dennon, GL-EENNON. |
resi de at 23 Seaview Avenue, M| ford

| came here with an open mind this
evening. | got here at ten after five when they
said that the informational sessions would begin at
five o' clock.

| was extrenely disappointed that there
was no statistical or research-based information to
give me to help nme understand the inplications of
what was bei ng proposed here.

| woul d hope that the DEP and the US
Arnmy Corps of Engi neers woul d not consider
somet hi ng that does not have a statistical or
research-based information that is needed before
approving or potentially approving this
application.

I woul d hope that they would deny the

application as it stands, reinvestigate the
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situation, and then nake a determi nation on how to
proceed.

Thank you.
BARBARA COPPETO Ckay. M nane is
Bar bara Coppeto, GO P-P-E-T-O 126 Shorefront,

M1 ford, Connecticut.

" mopposed to this proposal. | think
it's a very poor location. |It's too close to
shore. It's a threat to navigation, to boaters,

and to the use of the Sound by all of its
residents; so, | hope that the Arny Corps of
Engi neers will reject this application

TRACIE CONTI: Tracie Conti, GO NT-1,
20 Pearson Avenue, MIford, Connecticut.

| have taken the tinme to read the Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers Environnental Assessnent and
Statement of Findings on the Mohegan Aquacul ture
Project. It is ny understanding that the
Mariculture Unlimted proposal is based on the
exact same engineering that the Arny Corps has
already permtted for the Mohegan project.

Sone of the positive effects listed in
the Statenent of the Findings include positive

effects on finfish and pl ankton, due to increased
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habi tat diversity; positive effects on shellfish
popul ati ons, due to the source of seed provided by
the culture of oysters; positive effects on the
econony, due to the work the operation will provide
to the |l ocal area and support and distribution
i ndustries; positive effect on the needs, and
wel fare of the people, because State and | oca
governments have determ ned that devel opnent of
aquaculture is in the national interest; positive
ef fects on food production because the culture of
shel I fish will enhance aquaculture opportunities in
Connecticut and rmay hel p reduce the U S. trade
deficit in fisheries projects.

The Mariculture Unlimted project wll
have the sane positive effects as the al ready
permtted project in the eastern portion of our
Stat e.

TERRENCE KEHOE: It's Terrence,

T-E-R R-E-N-C-E, Kehoe, K-E-H O E, 8 Seaview
Avenue, M Iford, Connecticut.

And nmy point is that we are opposed to
this project, and I1'd like to get a little detai
and that would be that there are 56 longlines in

front of MIford, 50 lines -- 50 baskets per line
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is 2,800 baskets. Each basket needs to be cl eaned
t hrough a process by which it's brought on deck
power washed, and the debris is thrown overboard.
This field is extrenely close to shore, and the
debris will pollute our beaches.

Currently we object to the noise from
the existing oystering that takes place on the Long
Island Sound in front of our honmes and the diese
funmes which drift across the Sound into our hones.

And who will police the area once this
zone is created?

And thank you for your consideration.

M CHELLE ABRAHAM M chel | e Abr aham
two "L"s in Mchelle, ABRAHAM 4 Francis
Street, in MIford, and that's Cedar Beach
M I ford.

" mopposed to this project mainly
because | would like free use of the waterways and
t he beach where we live. M mate and | have nmade a
| ot of sacrifices so that we can afford to live in
this area, and one of our dreans is to be able to
use a sail boat right off the shore outside of our
house, and we wouldn't be able to do that at all if

this project went through.
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And | al so object to the way in which
it would change the view of the natural setting of
t he ocean.

That's it.

ROBERT LAMBERT: M nane is Robert
Lanbert, L-A-MB-EFR-T. M address is 4 Francis
Street in MIford.

I've lived on Cedar Beach for the | ast
ni ne years and have enjoyed using the waters off
the beach for sailing and other recreation. One of
the reasons why | live at Cedar Beach is to enjoy
these waters. |'ve been sailing on a nunber of

occasions in that area and plan on doing so in the

future.

And the proposed site for these oyster
beds is a safety hazard. It is in the exact sane
area that's now used by -- extensively by sailors,

both fromthe MIford area and other comunities
who enjoy those waters, and | feel it proposes a
safety risk, and it's inconpatible with the
recreational use that these waters are now used for
by the citizens of MIford and especially those
folks that |live on Cedar Beach and Laurel Beach

And | -- and so | oppose the
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applicant's proposal

Thank you.

CRAlI G CONOSCENTI:  Crai g Conoscenti,
CONOSCENT-I, 7 Dewal, DDE-WA-L, Drive, in
Nor wal k, Connecti cut.

|'ve been a boater over the past decade
in the same waters that Mariculture is looking to
utilize and have a keen interest not only in the
recreational use of that area but also
under st andi ng the devastation that the shellfish
beds have seen and al so the shellfish occupationa
i ssues that have arisen, and | feel that there are
several issues that have been raised prior to this
nmeeting and during this nmeeting |ooking at the
pl aces for Mariculture to nove their operation to
but | also feel that given the fact that they've
| eased the beds that they actually are trying to
use and have paid for the | ease in those beds and
the Yacht Cub has not actually |eased the area
that they're looking to use, that | think there
needs to be as nuch conpronise on the side of the
Cedar Point Yacht Club as there is on Mariculture.
| would preface it by saying that | don't hold any

interest in Maricul ture.
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I think that the Yacht C ub needs to
consi der whatever it takes for themto cone up with
the alternatives, just as they have asked
Mariculture to come up with the alternatives, and
bot h shoul d have to come back to the table and
propose their alternatives, and | don't think it's
fair for the Yacht Cub to not have to | ook at
alternatives that are available to them and again
| bring up the point that these shellfish beds were
| eased fromthe State by Mariculture.

ROSANNE CONCSCENTI: My nane i s Rosanne
Conoscenti. Last name is spelled
CONOSCE-NT-1. M address is 7 Dewal Drive,
D-E-WA-L, in Norwalk 06851.

|'ve taken the tinme to read the Arny
Corps of Engineers permt that was issued to the
Mohegan Aquacul ture Group. Wile there are genera
conditions listed in the permt, there are also
29 special conditions that are specified in this
permt for the same type of aquacul ture gear
proposed here tonight.

My point is this: |If ACOE is going to
hold Mariculture Unlinmted to the same standards,

then a pernit should be granted.
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If Mariculture Unlimted wants to
continue to hold this pernit once granted, they
will nost likely have to neet sone very strict
conditions, including the establishnment of an
environnental nonitoring program gear mnaintenance
schedul es, and strict adherence to engi neering
gui del i nes.

RONALD MYRI CK:  Thank you very nuch for
the opportunity to testify. M name is Ronald
RONAL-D E Mrick, MY-RI-CGK, 51 Kettle
Creek, Weston, Connecticut.

I'"m pl eased to have the opportunity to
testify on this event.

Havi ng been the beneficiary now of
90 minutes of able testinmony fromthe Attorney
CGeneral, the elected representatives, and others, |
can di spense with nmost of my remarks except to say
that if the Corps were to approve this particular
application, having heard so clearly how sensitive
the area is and how wel |l established traditiona
uses of that area are and the obvi ous hazards of
navi gation that the proposal presents, | amat a
|l oss to be able to assess how the Corps could ever

turn down any other application of a simlar nature
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anywhere on the shore of the Sound.

The precedent will be inescapabl e that
any application would be approved if this one is
approved in view of this record.

Thank you.

BOB GRACE: GCkay. M nane is Bob
Grace. Last nane is spelled GRA-CE M address
is 29 Briar OGak Drive, in Wston

|'ve been boating in the community for
about 25 years. |'mnot opposed to Mariculture
farmng in principle, however, | think that the
application is inconsistent with the use of the
waters, and | think that the application seemns
sel f-serving

The applicant addressed issues
regardi ng the oyster industry and brought up topics
that went as proof as the national deficit for
seafood which really becones irrelevant to the
applicant's proposed use.

| think if you |l ook at the broad
pi cture and the scope of the use for a crowded
harbor, the use of subsurface apparatus poses risk
and i nconveni ence for thousands of boaters who use

the waterway for both recreational and other
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conmercial interests, you know, and to serve one
i ndividual's interests seens to me, you know, to
defy kind of conmon sense.

That's it.

ALLISON EHRI: M nane is Allison Ehri,
E-HRI. M address is 20 East 35th Street,

New Yor k, New York.

| am a nmenber of Cedar Point Yacht
Cl ub, where | have sailed for the past 12 years. |
| earned to sail at Longshore Sailing School
13 years ago. | have al so been an avid water-skier
for 22 years.

The area outside Saugatuck Harbor,
bet ween Cockenoe I|sland and Conpo Beach is uni que
inthat it's protected fromcomercial traffic,
wel | policed and shal | ow enough to drop anchor
shoul d a dangerous squall suddenly blow in. These
factors make this area safe and ideal for water
sports.

Construction of the proposed oyster
beds woul d nmake this area unsafe for reasons which
have al ready been outli ned.

There nust be a way for nmarine culture

and water sports to coexist safely on Long Island
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Sound, and | suggest that this be further
researched before val uable recreational areas are
destroyed.

TIMMAER M nane is TimMier. Last
nane's spelled MA-1-E-R | live at 253 Silvernine
Avenue, in Norwal k.

I"mhere to comrent about the proposed
aquacul tural siting for the nouth of the Saugatuck
Ri ver and the Long Island Sound, off Westport,
Connecti cut .

Com ng back to ny hone in MIford
al ways pronpts nenories for me. Many of those
nmenories are connected with Long Island Sound.

| remenber the oyster docks across from
the Yacht Cub, at the entrance to M| ford Harbor
| renmenber Babe's Lobster Pound at the end of High
Street on the harbor. M/ nother renenbers when
M I ford Harbor extended to Harborside Drive before
the hurricane silted in the area where the bal
fields are now | renenber when all the notor
boats, sailboats, and fishing boats were made out
of wood.

Many peopl e here tonight have sinmlar

menories or menories that go back nuch farther than
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m ne. Commercial use of our waterways has a rich
past and deserves to have a solid future.

| believe that the public should be
abl e to have sone control and planni ng how
conmercial or recreational use of our waterways
affects other potential users. For exanple, if a
speedi ng notor boat collides with a kayak, soneone
is going to have a grave problem |t makes sense
to ne that there should be sone way to regul ate and
enforce nmotor boat use so that accidents of this
nature aren't likely to occur. | believe there's
currently a policy to ensure public safety anpng
boaters, and that this policy is enforced to a
| arge extent, although naybe not perfectly.

If, in addition, an easy plan presented
itself to increase safe boating, | believe our
appoi nted and el ected officials would be w se
enough to adopt such a plan. W are here instead
to tal k about public planning to reduce boating
safety. | don't think that's such a good idea.

Traditionally one of the biggest
hazards to boats of all kinds has been the bottom
Just as airplane crashes often occur at zero

altitude because the ground is pretty hard conpared
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to the air, a large share of boating accidents over
t he years have invol ved runni ng aground. Severe
weat her can aggravate this tendency. One way to
avoi d severe weat her when not already in a safe
harbor is to stay away fromland. The nore conmon
reaction though is to seek out a safe harbor

The fact that Mariculture Unlimted
wants to construct an apparatus that woul d bl ock
t he deepest portion of the entrance to the harbor
used by thousands of boaters is unthinkable as far
as |' m concerned.

Take a |l ook at the site for the
proposed oyster nursery superinposed on a
navi gati onal chart. Ask a friend to help you read
the chart if you're not famliar with the markings
for shoals, buoys, and channel entrances. A shoa
extends east of Cockenoe Island to Georges Rock
There's a green governnent nmarker indicating the
current safe limt for navigation, neaning it's
unwi se to pass between the marker and the shoal
The western edge of the proposed aquaculture site
woul d | ay next or near the spot.

The blue areas on the chart are to

i ndi cate shall ows such as those | eading up to Conpo
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Beach at the northern edge of the proposed site.
Simlarly, it would be unwi se to pass to the north
of this boundary, especially in foul weather, i.e.
heavy waves, fog, lowvisibility, strong w nds,
et cetera. |In fair weather, there are swinmers and
kayakers in the vicinity of Conpo Beach

Let ne now address the issue of
navi gati on over or above the proposed site. As a
sai | boat racing enthusiast who sails dinghies in
t he area under proposal, let nme give evidence that
this is also unsafe.

Cedar Point Yacht C ub sponsors racing
in Laser class sailboats from Cct ober through
December and March through May. | have recently
been honored by being naned fl eet captain for that
program There are over 100 boats in our program
with experts and novice sailors alike.

In addition, | also race a Vanguard 15
fromMy to Septenber in the sanme area. These
boats are not naturally stable. Expert sailors
capsi ze nore than occasionally; |ess adept capsize
nore frequently. A capsized dinghy will invert to
aturtled position unless i mediately righted.

While inverted, the nmasts of these boats extend
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over 15 feet downward. Wth wave action added,
this distance would increase in the wave troughs.

In addition to the vertical dinension
a capsized boat will drift laterally. A capsized
boat night not initially be above the structure,
yet drift into the structure.

If the mast of a capsized boat becane
entangl ed in aquaculture cages, it would likely
prevent sailors frombeing able to rescue
themsel ves. | have personally been invol ved and
wi t nessed others in need of assistance for righting
capsi zed boat not caught in aquacul ture equiprent.
Larger boats coul d snag the sanme equi pnent without
capsi zi ng.

' m asking please that you consider to
deny the proposal in question

Thank you.

JOHN SHANLEY: Ckay. M nane is John
Shanley, S-HA-N-L-E-Y. M address is 225 Third
Avenue, in MIford, Connecticut.

And | am opposed to this request.

Thank you.

JANET KEMPNER. M nane i s Janet

Kempner, K-E-MP-NE-R | live at 33 Spriteview
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Avenue, in Westport, Connecticut. | am
representing nyself and nmy famly

We are avid recreational powerboaters
who use the area in Westport that this proposal is
pl anni ng, just about daily.

| also have a nine-year-old daughter
who is learning to sail at the Longshore Sailing
School, which | haven't heard nentioned yet tonight
but should be. It's a school that's very active in
the area. There are many, nany young sail ors that
are right in the area where Mariculture is planning
to subnerge this tremendous structure

| oppose it because it's a navigationa
hazard, and it is not a conplenmenting use of State
waters. It is benefitting one individual, possibly
cleansing water, which I amall in favor of, but
not at the entrance to the Westport Harbor, in such
a heavily trafficked area.

Pl ease oppose the Maricul ture proposal

Thank you.

ARTHUR BOGEN: | am Arthur Bogen
B-O G E-N, 73D East Broadway, in MIford

| have several concerns. | don't see

any information regarding the anount of waste to be
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produced by these oysters in this density and what
the effect of that would be on other sea life
near by.

| also don't see any information on
i ntense feeding practices that m ght include
antibiotics that could affect other sea |ife and
bat hers, and ny | ast concern is that currently, al
al ong the beach on which I live, broken | obster
pots, lines, and poles wash up in storns, and
have concern about sone of these breaki ng away and
com ng on shore and foll owi ng the beach

Thank you.

JULI EN BERESFORD: My nane is Julien
Beresford, J-UL-1-EENB-EFRE-S-F-ORD. I'ma
resi dent of Westport, Connecticut, and | have been
a resident for about 15 years and a boater for the
[ ast 10.

| wish to report that in addition to
all of the wonderful conments that |'ve heard this
evening in the auditoriumagainst this proposal, |
would I'ike to add a personal note to this.

| was returning with ny famly on our
37-foot sailboat from Port Jefferson, under sail

and as we entered the Westport area, the channel
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we deci ded because the wind was |ight to put on our
engine. Qur engine pronptly failed, and we were at
risk of drifting into the Cockenoe Shel f, Cockenoe
Reef which could danmage our boat.

W& woul d have dropped the anchor
precisely in the area where the proposed | onglines
are suggested, and it would have caused damage.
Even if it had been a no-anchoring zone, if it was
the safety of ny vessel and nmy famly, | would have
dropped anchor. W woul d have been liabl e?
don't know. | fear that | would have been, and ny
i nsurance woul d be very high as a result.

Al so, as has been noted by at |east one
party, every year for the Fourth of July fireworks,
hundreds of boats anchor precisely in this spot to
watch the fireworks, and if this application is
approved, boats could no | onger anchor there. They
woul d probably have to nmove the fireworks because
t he barge that displays the -- fromwhich the
fireworks are shot would have to be noved as well.

Lastly, the applicant presented -- in
his presentation to the public suggested that there
is a thin channel of boats that go past Georges

Rock, al so known as Gl, the Westport Channel, and
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that is msrepresenting the use of that nmarker. It
is sinply an end point. The whole gulf between
GlL -- Ceorges Rock and the shore is used by boaters
to come into the Westport Channel, and his proposed
oyster bed with 338 longlines -- excuse ne -- 338
buoys for the 169 |ines would be not only a hazard
to navigation, but would be a direct affront to the
aest hetics of our beautiful waterway, and
strongly urge the Commi ssion to deny this
application.

Thank you.

JULI E CARPENTER:  Julie Carpenter
CARP-E-NT-E-R Address is 319 Newtown
Tur npi ke, Reddi ng, Connecticut 06896.

| want to tell everyone how i nportant
sail boat racing in Westport is to ny husband, ny
son Mchael, who is eight years old, and just | ast
week passed his safe boating and sailing class, and
to ne.

Al of us enjoy sailboat racing. W
have been racing in Westport now for a few years,
and it has becone a very inportant part of our
life. It is a great sport, a great way to neet

people and a lifelong activity that ny famly and
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can enjoy together. W especially |ike Wdnesday
night races. They are a perfect way to divide the
wor kweek and reduce the stresses of work.

W do not own our own boat, but the
sailors and boat owners here in Wstport are warm
wonder ful peopl e who have wel comed ny fanmily and
me. W also were not expert sailors prior to
raci ng, but we have al ways been nmde to fee
wel cone. The racing comunity is a lovely
conmuni ty of people who share the | ove of racing
and wel cone new sailors to the sport.

Racing is teaching me how not just to
sail frompoint Ato point B or to cruise, but it
is teaching ne howto sail well, howto really
understand the weather, the wi nds, the tides, how
to adjust the sail shape and how to get the nost
speed fromthe boat.

Racing is a sport that can be | earned
quickly, but | believe it takes a lifetime to
master and can continue to be challengi ng and
exciting over an entire lifetine. | value the tine
| can spend racing, and | hope that racing in
West port can and will always be part of ny life.

Thank you.
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TRACEY HOULE: My name is Tracey Houl e,
HOUL-E | liveat 3 Smith's Point, MIford,
Connecti cut.

We are vehenently opposed to the
pl acenent of these oyster facilities in this area.
As a result of dredging and a lot of the silting
that goes on in the area, the sandbars not only are
constantly shifting, but are also grow ng
trenmendously, by -- which is significantly reducing
the anount of area in which recreational boating,
swi mm ng, et cetera, can occur.

Everybody who's living out at that
point is living out there because of the access to
the water and the recreational facilities provided,
and we're already experiencing a significant |oss
of useable area as a result of all of the dredging
that's being done in the Housatonic. They bring it
out to sea, and it's all washing back and creating
t hese nassive sandbars that's bl ocking our access
or limting our access.

By adding a significantly greater area,
which is going to be posing hazards to recreationa
use is really going to nake this entire area of

M| ford nonuseable for recreation period. It's a



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

95
huge infringenent on our area.

GORDON LEIBONTZ: Okay. M nane is
CGordon Leibowitz, L-E-I-B-OWI-T-Z. | live at
28 Seavi ew Avenue, in MIford.

My concerns are -- | have concerns for
noi se pollution. W now have a boat out in this
proposed area that's been working daily placing
trays, and the noise is very obvious.

They tal k about the fact
that -- obviously it's invasive. They talk about
the fact that the activities will only be occurring
in late norning or early nmorning to early afternoon
and not on weekends, and there are a nunber of
retirees who live in close vicinity as well as on
t he beach on whomthis pollution would inpact
consi der abl y.

' mal so concerned about the issue of
safety for the turtling of sailboats and catanarans
and so forth. The tying up of lines, hazards to
jet skis, jet ski operators, as well as to
wat er - ski ers.

This is a highly active area, and
believe that it is to the detriment of the

conmunity. | agree with the officials that spoke
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this evening that, yes, it's a technol ogy that
shoul d be encouraged, but | think when and how it's
encouraged and where it's placed requires further
st udy.

["Il just leave it there for now.

EVAN SEI DEMAN:  Evan Sei denan
S-E-I-DE-MA-N, 336 South Conpo Road, Westport.

I amhere this evening in ny capacity
as a nmenber of the Board of Governors and the
Presi dent of the Conmpo Beach | nmprovenent
Association. The CBIA is a voluntary, neighborhood
Connecticut nonprofit organization whose
approxi nately 100 nenbers live in the nei ghborhood
of Compo Beach in Westport and are dedicated to
working with the Town of Westport to preserve,
beautify, and protect Conpo Beach

VWil e many of our menbers are
recreational boaters and share the concerns
expressed by many of the representatives in the
boati ng organi zati ons addressi ng you this evening,
our organization's focus and our nenbers' primry
concerns are the effects of Mariculture's
application on the safety and beauty of Conpo Beach

for our menbers and all who enjoy this public
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beach. The application at best raises unanswered
guestions, and at worst, poses threats to the
safety and beauty of our beach

We are here in opposition this evening
not to aquaculture or even to Mariculture
Unlimted, but because we are concerned about
ensuring that our public officials make fully
i nforned decisions with respect to this application
and fulfill their obligations to preserve the
public trust.

Preserving the public trust in this
case, we believe, includes preserving the rights of
recreational boaters and protecting the residents
and thousands of users of one of Wstport's npst
cherished public resources.

Qur concerns then are in the form of
guestions. \What inpact does a sudden and
significant increase in the nunber of oysters in
the shall ow waters just off of Conpo Beach have,

i ncludi ng the washi ng and openi ng of the oysters;
the draining of the juice; the alleged 5 percent
nortality rate (or approxi nately 875,000 dead
oysters, assunming 17 and a half mllion oysters in

8, 500 suspended baskets); the di sposal of sick or
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dead oysters; and the cleaning and nai ntenance of
t he suspended oyster harvesting baskets. What
effects do these el enents have on the water quality
and the ability of beachgoers to enjoy the water
and the sandy beach?

In conments and advertisenents in |ocal
nmedi a, Mariculture Unlimted has maintained that
water quality will be inproved. |Is this true?

WIIl we instead see massive al gae bl oons that will
cl ose our beaches in addition to closings caused by
unusual | y heavy rains and/ or sewage treatnent

rel ease i ssues? Have Environmental |npact Studies
been conducted, and if so, what are the results and
if not, why not?

Qur nenbers are concerned that Conpo
Beach not becone the aqua equivalent of a North
Carolina hog farm W need your assurances that
this won't happen.

VWhat testing has been conducted on
Mariculture's systemto ensure that the |lines and
baskets will not fail, including sustaining the
i npact of one or multiple Nor'easters? Wat would
be the i npact of severed |lines and/or destroyed

baskets with their contents washing ashore
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particularly given the traditional sunmer
prevailing sout hwest or beach bound wi nd?

Wil e not an expert on oyster disease,
our nenbers are aware that oyster diseases in the
waters of f of Westport and other areas of Long
I sl and Sound have increased and reduced the ability
to harvest and consume oysters fromlocal waters.
Mariculture Unlimted has indicated that its
growi ng and harvesting nethods off of the floor of
the Sound will reduce these diseases. 1Is this
true?

Lastly, harvesting and cl eani ng vessels
will presumably be required to service the lines
and baskets. Wien will this occur? And to the
extent that the concerns of recreational boaters
are addressed, does this nean that these harvesting
and cl eaning vessels will be working | ate at night
or during other nonracing hours? 1Is this
reasonable to residents? And if working during
beach-goi ng hours is this reasonable to beachgoers?

I n concl usi on, our concerns expressed
this evening are to ensure the protection of the
beauty and safety of Conpo Beach. W understand

that the Corps has a duty to consider the continued
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enj oynent and maxi mum sust ai ned use by the public
of the lands and waters, to prevent conflict
bet ween uses, to prevent visual and physical
encroachnents, and to optim ze recreation and fish
and wildlife benefits.

Assum ng for these purposes that
Mariculture Unlimted s application is consistent
with any of these duties, and | personally am hard
pressed to see any duty to assist in maximzing the
profits of this private comercial endeavor, the
CBIA wants to ensure that the public trust and al
of the conpeting interests anbng aquacul turalists,
recreational boaters, beach residents, and beach
users are studi ed, respected, and addressed.

Wt hout answers to our questions, we
don't believe that this application serves the
public trust. W cannot support it, and we urge
the Corps to take this opportunity not nerely to
reject the application but nore inportantly to
devel op a long-range and fully integrated plan for
t hese | eases that acconmodates all interests.

Thank you for the opportunity to
addr ess you.

JOHN PORTER: John Porter, P-ORT-E-R
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and ny address is 9 WIlow Street, Norwal Kk,
Connecti cut 06851.

And | amthe drystall chairman of Cedar
Poi nt Yacht Club, and that's basically the area
that is used to store all of our small boats, which
intotal is approximately at |east 150. No, that's
not correct. Probably bordering on 225 if | take
all of the classes into account.

My main concern is safety. Wth that
inmnd, | would like to focus your attention and
nmy conments around Mariculture's own subsurface
oyster farm proposal, specifically the |ead
par agraph of page 3.

| would just like to read page 3, if
that's possible: "Concerns have been raised for
the safety of young sailors who might turtle their
catamarans in the shellfish areas and as a result
suffer injury froman inability to right their
vessel s.

As the lines will be placed in parallel
to the current, it would seem npst unlikely that
the mast or rigging of the sail boat would actually
beconme entangled in the underwater gear. A

capsi zed sail boat could be just as difficult to
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right in 10 feet of water against a 10 feet deep
line. These sailors do not avoid waters |ess than
20 feet in depth due to the concern of snagging the
mast in the event of capsizing. Therefore, there
shoul d be no need to avoid the shellfish grow ng
area. In the worst case scenario, if a sailboat
were to capsize adjacent to the subsurface |ine,
the boat and its occupants woul d be no worse off
due to the presence of the line, as the line would
not cause the boat to becone subnmerged. In a
properly supervised sailing program pronpt
assi stance woul d be avail able."

Thi s paragraph was witten -- and it is
very clear to see by anyone who has sailed at al
that this paragraph was witten by soneone that has
never, never capsized a sail boat and subsequently
turtled that sail boat which means to -- for the
sail boat to conpletely invert so the nast woul d be
in the opposite direction

And it is alnpst -- to soneone who has,
it is alnost blasphemous. It is so incorrect, and
to the uneducated person, as you probably are who
is reading this, it is -- it is a travesty, and

feel it should be stricken fromthe record, and it
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is also very insulting.

And in closing, | would just like to
say that | would like to invite all of the people
i nvol ved in making this decision to conme to Cedar
Poi nt and go out and observe normal racing in this
area and just to have that as a basis for making a
deci si on about this.

Thank you.

Rl CHARD THACKABERRY: My nane is
Ri chard Thackaberry, T-HA-CGK-A-B-E-RRY. MW
address is 140 Captain's Walk, Stratford,
Connecti cut .

My conments are: M first concern is
safety. 1've been a small boat sailor in the
waters of f of Westport for 30 years. During this
time | faced very severe weather nmany tines and
have capsi zed ny boat several tinmes, and | have
been able to right it each tinme. |If these
underwat er cabl es are approved, the chances of ny
mast getting caught on them woul d be significant,
resulting in the loss of the mast as well as danage
to the boat.

In order to avoid this area, we would

have to sail further out on the Sound, away from
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the harbor, which is inherently nore dangerous,
particul arly being further from aid.

And nmy second concern is that approval
of this proposal would, in effect, be giving al nost
full control of a large part of the navigable
wat er, near a popul ar harbor, to one individual for
hi s personal gain, thereby, disenfranchising the
many, for the gain of the few

The third concern | have is for the
di nghy racing program at Cedar Point Yacht C ub and
other clubs nearby. Sailboat racing is a fragile
sport that must be fit into a famly's list of
activities. The longer the distance to the
racecourse and increased risk to the sailors my
cause severe harmto the racing program

Cedar Point Yacht Club's sailing
programis recogni zed as one of the best in the
nati on and one of the few clubs on Long Island
Sound with an active racing program Harmto this
programwi || affect racing all over the Sound.

One other point that isn't in here that
I would like to nake is that these regattas that
Cedar Point hosts draw sailors, many sailors from

around the State and other parts of the Northeast
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and even the nation. They, in turn, bring a |lot of
tourist dollars into the area. They stay in
hotels, eat in restaurants, and this kind of thing,
and so it will punp a lot nore noney into the
econorny, perhaps overall nore noney than the oyster
thing will put into the econony.

My last thing is the recent policy of
the DEP and Arny Corps is to pronote usage of the
waterfront by all people, not just those able to
afford a home there. Approving this proposal woul d
be contrary to that policy.

DONALD BUDDE: Ckay. My nane is Donal d
Budde. | live in Stratford, Connecticut.

| am a nmenber of Pootatuck Yacht C ub
and Stratford -- a charter nmenber of Stratford Boat
Onner's Association. 1'm84 years old. 1've been
fishing Long Island Sound with nmy father since the
age of six years old.

The area we are tal king about right now
for the Mariculture is one of our prine fishing
areas. |'ve fished there all of ny life, and
have caught blue fish, wi nter flounder, sunmer
fl ounder, black fish, and sonetinmes weak fish.

We use this area in our fishing
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troughing with wire and drifting lines, so it would
very, very -- be very likely that we would tangle
up with all these buoys and so forth.

| am speaking as a fisherman for not
only nyself but all of our club nmenbers, and
think that this is a very poor area to put these
buoys and so forth. | think it would cause a | ot
of commoti on.

| also want to add one final thing. |
was fishing | ast week, and | notice that there are
already 30 or 40 or 50 buoys in that area right
now. | don't know whether Mariculture has put them
in there or who has, but there are buoys there now.

Thank you for allowing me to speak

Thank you.

FERNANDO FRILLICI: So ny nane is
Fernando Frillici, but they call me Fred, and
spell ny last nane F-R-I-L-L-1-C1, and | live at
5 Random Road, in Fairfield, Connecticut 06825.

I think that the proposal by
Mariculture, the idea of it is a good idea, but
it's the wong place and the wong time, and having
said that, | just want to bring sonething up that

hasn't been brought up tonight.
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The Federal Governnent has given
control of Long Island Sound to Connecticut and
New York. |In 1881 the State of Connecticut gave
the towns along the coastline jurisdiction over the
shel I fish beds off their shores.

In 1910, the Towns of Westport,

M1 ford, West Haven, and New Haven returned the
jurisdiction of the shellfish beds back to the
State. Some questions have been raised as to which
shel I fish beds jurisdiction was returned; that is,
whet her the commercial or the recreational beds or
bot h.

Nonet hel ess, these towns and/or the
State have jurisdiction by statute over the
shel | fish beds. This authority should not be
usurped by the Arny Corps of Engineers, and to this
speaker's know edge, the Army Corps of Engineers
have never intervened in State/local shellfish
i ssues, so why does it intervene now?

Aside fromthis issue, the speaker
feels that this project, because of its location is
a very serious navigational hazard, inmpacting on
the safety of boaters, sail boaters, fishernen, and

all those who participate in marine activities.
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Hi storically, these places have been
fished for hundreds of years, so why take this
opportunity away fromthese people now?

Along with that, I'mvery concerned
about the financial inpact that this operation
woul d have on activities related to other narine
activities. |'mtalking about marinas, fishing and
tackl e stores, people who sell bait, notels, people
who sell gas, you know, and all the other things
that are related to people who do these narine
activities.

Okay. | think for the financial gain
of one individual, you should not affect the
livelihood of literally probably hundreds of other
peopl e who nmay not |ive necessarily on the water
but, you know, such as boat builders and people
like that. All these lives would be affected.

Ckay. That's enough

M CHAEL AIKEN: H . M nane is M chael
Ai ken. That's A 1-K-E-N, and | live at 33 Wlshire
Boul evard, in MIford, Connecticut.

And | would just like to comrent that |
represent Valley Yacht Cub, which is one of the

yacht clubs in the Housatonic River, the Coasta
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Conservation Associ ati on of Connecticut, which has
about 800 nmenbers presently right now, and the
Connecticut Saltwater Fly Rodders Association
whi ch has another 50 or 55 nenbers.

And I'd like to go on record saying
that while these people have a real good idea, and
I think, you know, aquaculturally it's a sound
idea, it's -- their proposal to put it where they
want to put it, which | understand is in the beds
that they've |leased fromthe State, | think it's
the wrong place because of the boat traffic. The
peopl e have told me it's not going to be |ighted at
night, which | think will create a hazard that
could end up being detrinental

| have fished that area for over
22 years, and | know the area very well, and there
is alot of people that do a trip fromMIford
Harbor to the Housatonic River, the mouth of the
Housat oni ¢ River and vice versa, and especially the
one in MIford is going to be right on the way.

There's al so a casual anchorage that's
right out on the east side of the breakwater in the
Housatonic River that is real close to where these

grounds are going to be set. | do see sail boats
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there that have a draft of nmore than two or three
feet. Maybe they're down seven or eight feet and
talking with the people here, they say that the
di stance between the surface and the top of the
buoys is only going to be five to 6 feet so you
coul d have sail boats and rather |arge deep draft
boats get tangled up in the gear

| just don't think it's a good idea
because it's in too shallow water, and |I think it's
not lit, and we could end up havi ng sonebody die
out there unfortunately.

And 1'd like to just go on record to
say that I'"magainst it in that particular
location. | think there's other areas along the
coast, and there's possibly deeper areas that they
coul d | ook at.

The State of Connecticut does have
t housands and thousands of acres that are unl eased
right now that they could work with these people
and find another area, and | think that's the way
to do it.

Thank you very much.

CARL VERNON JOHNSON:  Carl Vernon

Johnson, J-O-HNS-ON, and 439 Oronoque Road,
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ORONOQUE Road, MIford, Connecticut.
I'"ma nmenber of the Wnd Jamers

Sailing dub, also the Housatonic Boat Club. Both
clubs race in that area and have for many, nany
years. | believe that this project will be a
detrinment to the racing possibilities in the future
and a safety hazard.

|' mopposed to it.
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VWRI TTEN STATEMENTS

* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Margery Silk

July 23, 2003

Ms. Cori M Rose

US Arny Corps of Engineers, NE District
696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

Dear Ms. Rose or Hearing Chairman:

It is NOT RRGHT that a dilettante
doctor should be allowed to inmpose a subsurface
system of longlines to grow oysters in the body of
wat er south of Hillspoint between Sherwood | sl and
State Park and Cockenoe |sland, Westport.

This is a major recreational
boati ng-sailing area whose equal you would have to
| ook to Marbl ehead or Annapolis to find. From
t hese waters have come Anerica's Cup sailors and
ski ppers, builders and designers. The use of the
longlines inperils the safety of the young sailors

in the sudden squalls, to which the Sound is
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subject. The longlines are threatened by the keels
and notors of larger boats. To allow this system
of aquaculture woul d nean the end of the
preem nence of sailing and boating in these waters.

The State of Connecticut is charged
with the admi nistration of Coastal Zone Managenent.
That managenent should be directed toward a
bal anced use of these waters. NOT commercialism
al one, but recreation, education, and health.
Permtting the oyster culture by this nethod in
this area would obliterate the inportance of the
recreation and educati on and health.

Therefore, the Arny Corps of Engi neers
shoul d, must deny this application for a permt
al t oget her.

Very sincerely,

Margery SilKk.

| would challenge Marine Biol ogist Ed
Rose's statenment that his mariculture had no
negative inpact on small boat recreational sailing.
| have birded the Chilian Coast and never w tnessed
conpar abl e concentrations of snall boats to what we

have constantly in Wstport.
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* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Orvis Yingling

7-23-03

US Arny Corps of Engi neers
Attn: M. Cori Rose

Dear Ms. Rose:

| have been racing sail boats for nearly
40 years out of clubs along the Saugatuck River and
have | earned the foll ow ng:

1. The channel is not wide and fairly
shallow in certain places. It is not unusual to
see |l arger keel boats aground in and out of the
channel .

2. There are many sail boat regattas
every sumer with skippers fromall over the USA
who are not famliar with |ocal conditions. They
sometines end up far out of the racing area.

3. In stornmy weather, sailboats will
scatter and drop anchor wherever they can. Snaller
One Design boats may capsize and end up with masts
sticking in the bottom

For these and ot her reasons, there wll
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be problenms interfering with any Mariculture cables
and cage units, and it will be much better to use
another area with |less boat traffic.

Respectfully submtted

Ovis Yingling

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Paul A Merson

Notice of Public Hearing - July 23, 2003

Maricul ture Unlimted

| amwiting to express ny opposition
to the proposed installation of subnerged |onglines
within the existing racing circuit of Cedar Point
Yacht Cub ("CPYC")

| wite not as a sailor, but as the
Governor of CPYC in charge of the Cub's Junior
Sai l i ng Program and as a spokesperson for both the
Juni or Sailing Association of Long Island Sound
("JSA") and all Junior Sailors on Long Island
Sound.

CPYC i s perhaps the nost active club in
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all of Long Island in terns of hosting Junior
Sailing events. This is due to the fact that the
waters off the club are ideal for holding races for
Junior Sailors ages 8 to 17. Very few of the
48 clubs affiliated with the JSA can host Juni or
regattas with over 100 boats. CPYC routinely hosts
Juni or Sailing events attended by over 100 sail ors,
and as such, serve the Junior Sailing comunities
of Fairfield County, Wstchester County, and Long
I sl and.

The boats participating in Junior
Sailing include the Optimist Pram Blue Jay, Laser
and C ub 420. Each of these boats has a nast/sai
that extends nore than ten (10) feet, and thus
coul d beconme entangl ed in subnerged | onglines as
currently proposed.
To portray the magnitude of Junior
Sai ling races hosted by CPYC, |isted below are the
maj or junior regattas held at CPYC from 2000
t hrough 2003, showi ng the nunber of boats and
juni or conpetitors:
2000
* JSA Opti Regatta - 110 boats/sailors,

ages 8 to 14
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2001

* JSA Optimst Regatta - 120 boats/sailors,

ages 8 to 14

* JSA Laser/Radi al / 420 Raceweek - 156 boats;

212 sailors, ages 13 to 17

2002

* Blue Jay Nationals - 25 boats/53 sailors,

ages 12 to 15

* Optim st New Englands - 187 boats/sailors,

ages 8 to 14, from 11l states, plus Bernuda

2003

* JSA Optinmist Regatta -- 144 boats/sailors,

ages 8 to 14

* JSA Laser/Radi al / 420 Raceweek -- 169 boats;

224 sailors, ages 12 to 17

The proposed longlines would create a

very unsafe condition for Junior regattas, as
nmenti oned above. Either CPYC would continue to
race in the existing area, thus risking a young
sailor's rig becom ng entangled in the |onglines,
or CPYC would be forced to relocate the racecourse
further out fromthe Club. Gven that an Optim st
Pramis only 8 feet in length and prone to

capsi zing, requiring Junior Sailors as young as
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8 years old and as light as 60 pounds to sai
extended di stances to reach the racecourse is
extremely undesirable due to increased risks.

For the safety of the hundreds of
children who conpete at CPYC each year, | ask that
t he proposal be denied.

Respectful ly,

Paul A. Myerson

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Seth Shepard IV

Public Hearing on the Proposed Oyster Farns
West port and M1 ford
7/ 23/ 03
For the Record:

This area that of a proposed oyster
farmwhich will enconpass nearly 400 AC in the
m ddl e of one of the npbst used areas surroundi ng
the shores in the Wstport/ Sout hport, and MIford
areas i s outrageous and crim nal

Thousands of people play and work these

areas daily.
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By allowing this commercial venture to
benefit such a small group, you will elimnate an
exi sting area used by thousands of people a day.
This is an outrage and m suse of public trust and
resour ces.

Not only will this becone a hazard to
navi gation but will be potentially fatal to any
mari ners that capsize or sink in the area. Small
boats who routinely sail in these waters run the
ri sk of capsizing and being fouled in these
| ongl i nes subnerged bel ow t he surface.

Divers will no |onger be able to dive
and explore or enjoy these waters. Nor will anyone
be able to anchor and enjoy the views, sunsets, and
natural beauty of this natural resource

Fishing will be inmpossible along with
| obster and oyster harvesting.

If this is allowed to go forward, you
may as well ban all the clubs, sailing schoo
busi ness, and other water-related activities that
traverse these waters regularly and say good-bye to
the income generated by these activities as well.

Respectful |y,

Seth Shepard |V
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* k* *x * %

Witten Statenent of Jane Di ckenson Porter

My nane is Jane Dickenson Porter. | am
in opposition to the oyster bed proposal secondary
to a strong regard for safety and in being a
testing ground that may prove di sastrous.

Jane Di ckenson Porter, 7/23/03

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Philip C. Simons

Subj ect: Oyster Bed Proposed By Mariculture
Unlimted off Westport, Connecticut

Gentl emen, for the past 35 years, ny
famly and | have enjoyed boating on LIS. MW
children and now, their children, have devel oped a
real fondness for the water and waterborne
activities.

As weat her conditions can change very

qui ckly on the Sound, it is oftentines necessary to
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woul d interfere with safely securing an anchor
real concern is safety for the boaters.

Philip C Si mons

5 Wndfall Lane

Ni antic, Connecticut 06357

23 July 2003

* * *x k* %

Witten Statenent of JimBrigger

Conment s Regardi ng the Proposed Longline
Oyster Farmto Be Located O f Conpo Beach

Near Westport, Connecti cut

Thank you for the opportunity to
express nmy views on this matter.

| believe that the proposal under

121

consi deration should be rejected. | do not believe

the proposal is in the public interest of the

conmuni ty nost affected.

As | think you know, the area proposed

for the farmis in the mddle of an area used
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extensively by local sailors for cruising and
racing. |In particular, the nenbers of Cedar Point
Yacht Club (and other nearby O ubs) race nearly
every Wednesday eveni ng, and Saturdays and Sundays.
There are al so several mmjor regattas in the area.
| don't think it is an exaggeration to say that
hundreds of local residents and visitors spend nany
hours, in dozens and dozens of boats, in this
general |ocation.

My own boat, a J/105 (which has a draft
of 6.5 feet) participates in these races regularly,
along with nany other boats with simlar draft. As
| understand it, the proposed operation wll
i nvol ve an arrangenent of buoys, anchors, and
| ongl i nes, supporting |large oyster containers above
the bottom over an area of nore than a half square
mile.

In ny view, there is no question that
this would interfere with and di srupt the safe
passage of sailboats through the area. It is
i nevitable that boats will becone entangled in the
lines and buoys, with attendant risk of danage and
i njury.

In addition, the proposed apparatus
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would interfere with the masts and equi pnent of
capsi zed sailing dinghies (which often are
overturned in racing.)

Finally, it would be al nost inpossible
to anchor safely in the area, whether for a Race
Conmittee boat running a race or, nore inportantly,
for a boat in difficulty and needing to anchor for
saf ety reasons.

My conments have focused on the inpact
on sail boat racing, but powerboats and fishernmen
will likely face simlar difficulties.

| ask that you reject the proposal

Thank you for your attention.

Si ncerely,

Ji m Brigger

20 Westview Lane

Norwal k, CT 06854

* k* *x Kk %

Witten Statenent of John Craine

FAI RFI ELD COUNTY COVMODORES ASSOCI ATI ON

To: Ms. Cori M Rose
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US Arny Corps of Engineers, NE District
696 Virginia Road
Concord, MA 01742
Subject: Mariculture Unlimted Oyster Nursery
Pr oposal

Qur organi zati on was founded in 1993
and represents 14 clubs with over 5,000 nenbers,

i ncluding nore than 1,500 junior sailors, and 3,000
adult boaters.

The mi ssion of our organization is to
further the rel ationships between the sailing and
yacht clubs of Fairfield County and the Maritinme
Aquarium To inform support, and encourage nenber
clubs in areas of common interests and concerns
relating to

* The keen interest in the conpetitive side of
our sport

* The sailing education and training of al
ages

* Pl easures and probl ens of Long |sland Sound

* Various aspects of club managenent and
activities

W would like to take this opportunity

to express our strongest concern and opposition to
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t he proposed oyster nursery, Sites la/lb Westport,
and Site 2, MIford, CT. Qur position regarding
t he subj ect proposal is based on the follow ng:

* The proposed longline areas are actively
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used during the entire boating season by
large fleets of junior and adult sailors

and other recreational boaters.

The Maricul ture proposal would essentially
prevent all vessels from anchoring, bottom
fishing, and under certain conditions,
obstruct safe passage for deep draft vessels
in the designated sites.

Smal | boats, which often capsize in w nd
gusts, would likely have their masts
entangl ed in the subnerged cages and

lines - a najor boating safety issue.

In the event of violent thunderstorns,
boaters woul d be unable to drop anchor in
attenpting to avoid the danger of sailing in
severe weat her conditions.

We feel this proposal would create

substantial navigation hazards to sailors, boaters,
and fishernmen of all ages. These significant

boater safety risks have not been adequately
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addressed by Maricul ture.

We recommend the Corps of Engineers
have Mariculture revise their proposal to a seeding
process such as that recently inplenented by
Atlantic ClamFarns in Geenwich, CT. 1.7 million
farmgrown oysters were planted in G eenw ch Cove;
coordi nated by the Greenw ch Shellfish Conm ssion.
No cages or longlines were used in this very active
boating area. A recent article fromthe |ocal
newspaper is attached.

Respectfully subm tted,

John Craine, Co-Chairman

10 Tory Road

Ri verside, CT 06878

203-698-0118

j crai ne@pt onl i ne. net

cc: M. Peter Francis, CT DEP

Attachnment from Greenwi ch Tine

Oyster beds get fresh seedlings
by Martin B. Cassidy
Staff Witer

July 3, 2003
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Dan Barrett and half a dozen vol unteers
drew t housands of pebbl e-sized oysters from small
white buckets and scattered themonto a small
i sl and bl anketed with the shells of dead oysters.

Placing the brittle baby oysters anpbng
the enpty shells or "kultch,” will inpede predators
such as mudcrabs and oyster drills fromreachi ng
the fledgling shellfish, said Barrett, a nenber of
the Greenwi ch Shellfish Conm ssion

"The dead shells will cover up the
young, " Barrett explained. "You don't want too
muddy an area, either, because they'll suffocate.”

At low tide early yesterday norning,
menbers of the G eenwi ch Shellfish Comm ssion
boarded a barge owned by Atlantic C am Farns of
Br ookhaven, NY, to dunp an estinated 1.7 mllion
farmgrown oysters into dornmant oyster beds in
Greenwi ch Cove. Two parasites, MSX and DERMO
virtually wiped out the state's oyster popul ation
in 1997. Yesterday's project is part of an effort
to replenish the town's stock

A batch of 15,000 baby oysters dunped
in Greenwi ch Cove in 2001 have been a great

success, nmany of themreaching maturity already,
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Ji ni shi an said.

As vol unteers, wearing thick rubber
gl oves to avoid getting cut, deposited the
shel | fish yesterday norning, Conservation Director
Deni se Savageau used a geographi c nappi ng device to
record where oysters were being dropped.

In an agreenent reached | ast nonth, the
town is trading 1 mllion mature clans, or quahogs,
with Atlantic ClamFarnms in return for 2 mllion
oyster spat, Shellfish Conmi ssion Chairwonan Lucy
Ji ni shi an said.

"We hope this will trigger a rebound,"”
Jinishian said. "Hopefully, soon we'll get a good
natural set of oysters.”

Atlantic ClamFarnms will sell some of
the adult clams to environmental organizations, and
the rest will becone food, co-owner Ed Stillwagon
sai d.

The oysters deposited yesterday have
genetically engi neered markings that will help the
shel I fish comm ssion nmonitor their progress,

Ji ni shian said.
I nke Sunila, a shellfish pathol ogi st

for the State Bureau of Aquaculture, a division of
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the Departnent of Agriculture, said the young
oysters were genetically designed to resist disease
and grow fast, reaching legal size in two years
rather than the usual three. Sunila farnms oysters
at a state lab in MIford and researches oyster

di seases.

"This is the positive side of it, and
I"mexcited," Sunila said. "Usually | just study
the nortality, but this is an attenpt to increase
t he popul ation."

Wl liam Cal dwel |, who cultivates
oysters for Atlantic O am Fisheries, supervised
yesterday's volunteers, directing themwhere to
dunp the oysters. To find the npbst hospitable
| ocations for the shellfish, Caldwell and
vol unteers had planted and nonitored tens of
t housands of oysters in several G eenw ch Cove
| ocations over the past nonth.

"It seens the survival rate has been
hi gh, " Cal dwel | sai d.

The sl ow rebound of the oyster
popul ation is pronpting alliances between marine
scientists, conmunities, and comrercial fishernen,

Cal dwel | sai d.
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"W've given up on getting a natura
oyster set and are trying to bolster the
popul ation," he said.

Connecticut's oyster population is
gradual Iy reboundi ng, Sunila said. The new oysters
could breed as early as August, she said, with
farmed oysters spawning with wild oysters in the
Cove and form ng | arge col oni es.

A typical fermal e oyster rel eases
150 million eggs each spawni ng season, and about
150 of those reach maturity, Sunila said.

"There is a potential for an enornous

nunber of oysters here," she said.

* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Douglas C Latour

Deni se D. Latour

July 23, 2003

US Arny Corps of Engi neers

State of Connecticut Department of Environmenta
Protection

RE: Proposed Oyster Farm
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Dear Sir or Madam

From May t hrough Septenmber, ny w fe and
| actively race a 19-foot Lightning sailboat in the
West port waters where the Oyster Farmis proposed.
From Cct ober through Decenber and from March
through May, | race a 14-foot Laser sailboat in the
same area. Both the Lightning and Laser have
occasion to capsize in certain w ndy conditions.

The proposed Oyster Farm woul d cause
the following difficulties with regard to safety
and race admi nistration

* Race conmittee boats could not anchor in the
area, which would restrict the ability to
set proper racecourses in varying w nd
di rections;

* |n the event of a storm the primary safety
maneuver for sailboats that are not in
striking distance of shore is to drop its
sails and anchor. Sail boats would not be
able to safely anchor in the areas;

* The rigging of a capsized sail boat could
easily beconme tangled in the Oyster |ines
and result in damage to the boat or injury

to a conpetitor.
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| strongly oppose any Oyster Farmin
West port waters.
Si ncerely,
Dougl as C. Latour
Deni se D. Latour
1 Broad Court

Norwal k, CT 06850

* * *x k* %

Witten Statenent of Susan Edwards

July 23, 2003

Ms. Cori Rose

US Arny Corps of Engi neers
New Engl and District

696 Virginia Road

Concord, MA 01742-2751

M. Peter Francis

Connecticut Department of Environnental Protection
O fice of Long Island Sound Prograns

79 El m Street

Hartford, CT 06106-5127
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Re: File Nunber 200202751

Ms. Rose and M. Francis,

| wite to you as a concerned nmenber of
t he Cedar Point Yacht Cub regarding the inpact of
t he proposed rearing of eastern oysters put forth
by Mariculture Unlinited

I amvery concerned about the negative
i mpact to our One Design sailing programshould the
subnerged longlines be installed in Site 1A/1b in
West port, CT.

As a resident of Chester, CT, | travel
in excess of 75 miles to participate in what |
consider to be the best One Design sailing program
around.

| don't believe the benefits of rearing
eastern oysters in the mdst of Cedar Point Yacht
Club's racing area are great enough to outwei gh the
benefits to the club, especially the di nghy One
Desi gn programor the future of dinghy sailing in
this area.

Pl ease carefully consider the negative

i mpact to the club and to its future.
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Susan Edwar ds
27 High Street

Chester, CT 06412

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Brian Joyce

To whomit may concern: M/ nane is
Brian Joyce, and | am a sail boat racer and spend
all of ny free tine racing ny 17-foot Thistle
sai |l boat off the shores of Westport, CT in the
| ocation of the proposed oyster farns. | wanted to
take this chance to express nmy safety concern about
t he proposed oyster farns and how they will
directly affect nmyself and other public boaters.

My boat is a centerboard boat with a
round bottomthat can tip over and potentially rol
conpletely over "turtle" where the mast is pointing
directly towards the bottom of the Sound under the
boat .

The Thistle mast is roughly 21 feet
| ong and woul d becone entangled in the oyster

farnms' metal netting, which will cause damage to
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both the vessel and the farm structure and possibly
bodily injury.

O course, boat handling is my highest
priority while I amon the water, but not having an
engi ne has exposed ne to inclenent weather where
acci dents can occur.

This safety concern is real to our
class and many other small sail boats. | have raced
of f the shores of Westport on a weekly basis for
many years in order to stay a nationally
conpetitive racer. The Thistle class is anpngst
the nost active One Design sail boat classes in the
country, and there are many | ocal residents who
actively partake in weekly organi zed racing. The
absence of such racing and preparati on woul d hinder
t he success of local residents to conpete on a
nati onal |evel.

The presence of this oyster farm woul d
also directly affect our safety, which | believe
shoul d be | ooked at closely. Several of us have
eval uated alternative racing venues, and there is
no other local Thistle class that our participants
could travel to in order to race.

| wanted to sinmply share ny story with
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you so you nay take my concerns under advi senent.
Si ncerely,

Brian Joyce

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Georgiana Silk

| grew up in Westport, learning to sai
as a young child with ny parents on our hone-made
SAILFISH  When | was about 12, | started racing
sai |l boats and participated in a junior sailing
program wi th ny ol der brother.

My fat her neanwhile was al so conpeting
in sailboats. He raced a 31-foot boat called an
Atlantic. In the winter, | raced with ny father in
smal | di nghies called Super Sprites in a
"frostbhiting" series. | raced 14-foot |ong Bl ue
Jays, 18-foot |ong Lightnings and 17-foot |ong
Thistles at one tinme or another through Junior
Hi gh, Hi gh School, and College. When | returned to
the area after further schooling, | returned to
conpetitive sailing. | married another

second-generation Thistle sailor, and all three of
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our children have been in the same Junior Sailing
Programthat | participated in during the 1960s

None of the boats | have sailed and
raced have been | arge boats. They have all had the
capacity to capsize and turtle. They have all,
except the Super Sprites, been raced on the waters
above where this proposed oyster bed would lie.

Al of their nasts are |onger than 10 feet.

| am concerned that these smaller
conpetitive sailboats will not be able to use this
historically long used area if the beds are
created. | do not believe that it would be safe or
logical for themto sail above this construction
Masts caught in the wires would make righting the
boat and continuing in the race inpossible. I|f you
take it a step further, the people who can't right
their boats will be stuck in the water hangi ng on
the slippery bottomof the boat. There is not much
to hang on to on an upside down boat. Also, if the
water is cold, the danger increases dramatically if
they can't get out of the water

| remenber leaning into the boat
i nstead of hiking out to avoid being hit by an

occasi onal oyster stick as we sailed upwind to the
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wi ndward mark. It wasn't too bad. It sort of
added to the adventure. They didn't drastically
interfere with the sailboat racing that nmy famly
has enjoyed so nmuch over the last 48 years. | am
afraid this oyster bed desi gn woul d make racing

sail boats in Westport a thing of the past.

* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Vincent Gallogly

Position Statenent of
Vincent Gallogly

West port, CT

This filing relates to Public Notice
dated March 13, 2003, and Public Notice of Hearing,
dat ed June 19, 2003, regarding the application for
oyster culture within the waters of Wstport, CT,
(Site 1a/1b) filed by Mariculture Unlinited
(Applicant), 11 Surf Road, Wstport, CT
(applicant), presently pending before the Corps of
Engi neers, File Nunber 200202751.

This is an application for the private
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farm ng of eastern oysters within public waters at
t he expense of and with potential serious adverse
harmto the public recreational boating enjoyed by
the residents of and visitors to Connecticut, a
potential danger to boating participants, and a
clear hazard to navigation. And | believe that a
grant of the application would be inconsistent with
the public interest and inconsistent with the
Coastal Managenment Plan. | am an active boater and
resi dent of Westport for over 30 years.

First, I'd like to point out that in
many Federal |icense matters, |icensees are
required to be of good character. That is, one who
is consistent in statements and candidly presents
all of the facts relating to his proposed
activities as a licensee. Unfortunately, that is
not a requirement set out in the standards that the
Corps is applying to the instant request. Wre it
a factor, the applicant would fail

Let me explain, three full-page ads
were run by the applicant in the Westport
newspapers.1l Additionally, applicant placed a
conmentary in the sane papers. |'Ill address the

ads. They contain gross misstatenments regarding
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the application before us today. |In the pictoria
representati on of the Westport area to be farned
appl i cant has set out an approxi mate 25-acre tract,
yet the application before us is for 366.8 acres in
West port. 2

Again, in the ad, applicant clains that
one needs to "Save the Oyster!" The fact is
however, that the Eastern Oyster does not appear on
the US EPA's "Endangered" or "Threatened" lists.
Further, the applicant is requesting the right to
repl ace the natural Long |sland Sound oyster
breeding bottomwi th an artificial farm thereby,
converting a presently multifaceted publicly used
area to a private farm

Prior to this ad, applicant clained
that his proposed structure would not interfere
with anchoring within the 366 acres, stating:
" a vessel should have no problemretrieving an
anchor by powering forward, directly over the
anchor before lifting it off the bottom" And, the
"two shellfish containnment areas (his farn) are not
proposed to be restricted boating areas. 3"

However, in the ad he now states,

"Know edge of the |ocation of these underwater
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farnms will allow good yachtsnen to avoid anchori ng
in areas where they m ght hook up with an oyster
nursery."

Per haps applicant has finally read the
comments filed in this proceeding stating that for
safety, the farmwoul d essentially becone a
no- anchor zone4.

Finally, and again in the Wstport
newspapers, applicant states that nooring buoys
could be placed within the proposed nare's nest of
netal snares so that sail boat racing can conti nue
within the affected area

Is it that the applicant just doesn't
get it? O is he being disingenuous?

The start line for a sailing race is
| aid perpendicular to the wind direction at the
start of the race. Wile wind rises for this area
(Stratford and LaGuardi a airports) show a doni nant
wind fromthe SSW say 240 degrees, the actual w nd
is rarely that precise. Hence, fixed buoys would
al ways skew the start |ine!

To repeat a point nmade by the West port
Boating Advi sory Conmittee, these cages w Il nake

it much easier and presumably |l ess costly and | ess
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time consunming for the harvesting of oysters; but
if this application is approved, it will clearly be
at the expense of the Connecticut recreationa
boat er.

Connecticut policy and statutes require
that the interest of the boating public not be
unreasonably interfered with. \Were, as here, a
cataconmb of nystery will be created to ensnare the
boati ng public only one choice is avail able and
that is to say no.

Foot not es

1. July 16, page 12 and July 18, page A36 Westport
News and July 17, page Al4 Westport M nutenan,
Attachnments A, B, and C respectively

2. Notice of Public Hearing, dated June 19, 2003.
Ms. Rose in an e-mail to Joel Hallas of Westport
has previously confirned this.

3. Mariculture's letter to Peter B. Francis, CT
DEP, dated June 26, 2003, page 2, Paragraphs 7

and 8

4. See today's Poster Session on anchoring and the
materials filed in the record of this hearing for a
full explanation of how to anchor and why the

proposed farmwoul d create a no-anchor zone
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for the "real zone".
Submitted by Martin Levi

Poi nt Road, MIford, CT 06460

* *x k% *x %

Witten Statenent of Mark S.
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n, 200 MIford

Fost er

CEDAR PO NT YACHT CLUB

Mariculture Unlinmted Permit Application

366.8 Acre Longline Oyster

West port, Connecti cut

Farm

(USACE Application Nunber 200202751)

Posi tion Statenment

July 23, 2003

Cedar Point Yacht Cub

havi ng

encour aged and supported sail boat racing for over a

century, has developed a sailing cu

becone wel | established in Wstport.

ture that

Sai | boat

has

racing is a famly sport that is often enjoyed by

husband and wi fe teans who nay sai

w t h ot her
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facility nenbers as crew. W've seen a nunber of
sailing famlies span two and three generations.
This culture has flourished |largely due to the
accessibility of our facility to those willing to
participate. W' ve structured our prograns sSo as
to encourage notivated sailors of all income |evels
to become nenbers.

But the majority of our participants in
our sailing programs are nonnenbers. These include
crew nmenbers who sail on nenbers' boats or boat
owners who cone to Westport for regattas, junior
sail ors who take sailing | essons, youth sailors who
represent area high schools, and guests who attend
our special events. Al our regattas, our w nter
program and nany of our club races are open to the
public. Al one nmust do to participate is show up,
regi ster, and set sai

Cedar Point maintains a bal ance of
different sailing classes for a range of sailors
fromjunior sailors on up to seniors. A large
segnent of our sailing fleet is small One Design
di nghi es, which are affordable and easy to store
and transport by car top or trailer, and are

therefore very popul ar.
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Cedar Point Yacht C ub provides a
preci ous foothold to the sport of sail boat racing
in Westport. This is valued and recogni zed by a
range of sailing organizations, a nunber of which
have subnmitted letters to the State and Federa
agencies in opposition to the proposed Oyster Farm
in Westport, as they all share a concern about
potential inpacts, specifically to the sport of
sai | boat racing. These organizations are:

* The MUW 30 Cl ass Associ ation

* The Thistle C ass Association

* The United States International Firebal
Associ ati on

* The International Laser Class Association

* The International Lightning C ass
Associ ati on

* The Yacht Racing Association of Long Island
Sound

* The United States Sailing Association

Cedar Point Yacht Club is opposed to
the Iongline Oyster Farmin Westport because we
realize that it creates a no-race zone. The
| onglines would conflict with anchoring of novable

turni ng marks, essential race support boats, and
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spectator boats as well as conpeting sail boats.

Furthernore, the oyster apparatus
consisting of lines, cages, floats, and fittings
woul d conflict with the masts, sails and rigging of
capsi zed raci ng di nghi es.

Unfortunately, we cannot realistically
rel ocate our activities to avoid the proposed
Oyster Farm due to existing constraints.

Therefore, with this project, we face a threat to
t he sail boat racing culture that has | ong been a
tradition in Westport.

We have net with the applicant to try
to work out an appropriate arrangenment that suits
both their conmercial needs and the recreationa
needs of the nany snmall boat sailors who race in
West port. The applicant offered to scale back the
project to approxi mately 25 acres and nmake ot her
changes, but so far, a safe and workable sol ution
has not been found.

W are al so aware that many others in
Connecticut's oyster industry are watching this
situation closely as a "test case," and if the
| ongline oyster nursery is approved in Westport, it

may provide a blueprint for a |arge nunber of these
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structures along the entire coastline of
Connecti cut .
For further information, please visit
our web site at www. cedar poi ntyc.org
Mark S. Foster, Conmodore, Cedar Point

Yacht C ub

* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Nel son Stephenson

Mumm 30 I nternational O ass Association
613 Third Street, Suite 11
Annapolis, MD 21403
June 16, 2003
Ms. Cori M Rose
US Arnmy Corps of Engineers, NE District
696 Virginia Road
Concord, MA 01742-2751
Phone: 800-343-4789; Fax: 978-318-8303

cori.mrose@sace. arny. ml

M. Peter Francis

Connecti cut Departnent of Environmental Protection
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O fice of Long Island Sound Prograns
79 Elm Street
Hartford, CT 06106-5127
Phone: 860-424-3034; Fax: 860-424-4054

peter.franci s@o. state.ct. us

Re: Proposed Longlines For Rearing Oysters,
Mariculture Unlimted, Wstport, CT

USACE File No. 200202751

Dear Ms. Rose and M. Francis:

On behal f of the Munm 30 International
Class Association, | wite to express serious
concerns about the proposed Mariculture Unlimted
installation in Westport, CT

The Mumm 30 International Cass is one
of the largest and nost active One Design Keel boat
Classes in the world today, with over 200 hulls
manuf actured to date. The Mumm 30 Internati onal
Class is an International Sailing Federation (ISAF)
recogni zed cl ass and an active nenber of the US
Sailing One Design C ass Council. The Mumm 30
Class presently has three owners that are nenbers

of Cedar Point Yacht Club. The Cub is also
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actively recruiting additional Munm 30 O ass Yachts
into its menbership. See our web page at
www. munmB80. org for nore details.

Each year, Cedar Point hosts the East
Coast Chanpi onship for the Mumm 30 North American
Cl ass Association. This popular annual event is
based on the raci ng venue avail abl e at Cedar Poi nt
and the safe, deep water access in Long Island
Sound that the Saugatuck River area and Cedar Poi nt
Yacht Club's protected harbor basin and racing area
provides. Minm 30s al so are frequent, active
participants in the Wednesday ni ght and Sunday
racing activities at Cedar Point Yacht Cub

After review ng the proposed | ocation
and di mensions of the project, we note that the
proposed Mariculture |onglines project would
represent a serious inpedinment to the Munm 30 C ass
and its continued use of the Cedar Point Yacht C ub
as a racing venue. The longlines project extends
across the entire racing area as well as
representing an inpedinment to accessing the
navi gati on channel to Cedar Point Yacht Cub. The
proj ect also appears to represent a serious hazard

to anyone participating in racing at Cedar Point
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Yacht Club in a nodern raci ng Keel boat, and this
represents a nore serious issue than nmerely a
general hazard to navigation

Qoviously, in the area designated for
mariculture activities, anchoring of boats and Race
Conmittee support vessels would not be possible.
If a Mumm 30 cannot anchor within the designated
areas, then the basic safety of our boats would be
in jeopardy. |If Race Committee boats cannot
anchor, there can be no start or finish areas for
racing.

It should be clearly understood by the
Arnmy Corps of Engi neers and the Connecticut DEP
that if racing sailboats do not have the ability to
anchor while racing, then raci ng woul d not be
possible in the area as a result of the serious
safety concerns this would create. |In the area
designated for the Mariculture project, as a
"no-anchor" zone, by definition, the area becones a
"no-racing" zone. This project therefore results
in a nonconpatible use of the project area
ef fectively allocating these public resources for
excl usi ve commercial use with no conpensating

factors possible that involve racing sailboats. To
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repeat, creation of a "no-anchor zone" neans the
area will be placed "off limts" for racing
sai | boat s.

Pl ease further note that a Munm 30 (and
many ot her nodern racing yachts) has a deep kee
(wei ghi ng over 2,400 pounds) and a draft over
7 feet deep. The keel on a nodern racing sail boat
al so has a suspended bulb with a torpedo-Ilike shape
at the end of the keel. You should be aware that
when Mumm 30s are racing conpetitively in w nds
over 15 knots (common in this area of Long Island
Sound before, during, and after regular storms) the
conbi nati on of the depth of a Mumm 30 keel and
rolling sea conditions would result in Mumm 30s
routinely striking the suspended oyster beds or the
cabl es and buoys which tether the assenbly. This
is particularly true with the torpedo-1like bulb
design. It is very likely that these keel shapes
wi || becone ensnared in these conditions with
resulting serious injury to property and persons if
any project simlar in size, scope, and design to
the Mariculture project is approved.

Picture 3 foot seas (nornmal in such a

stornm) and a 9,000 pound bul b keel yacht (crew boat
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and equi pnent), surfing down waves at over
15 knots. The proposed 10 foot m ni num depth of
the Mariculture project would be profoundly unsafe
for a Muim 30 or any simlar yacht. It is likely
that the bulb keel on such a racing sail boat could
easi |y beconme entangled in the Ilonglines or the
oyster beds thenselves. |If contact is made in
these conditions with longlines, lines or a single
support buoy rel eases, there could be serious
injury and potential deaths aboard a yacht that
beconmes ent angl ed.

W note that the use of the area
designated for the Mariculture project is in an
area that has been actively used for racing
sai | boats and other recreational boating activities
for the last century and for over 70 years by Cedar
Poi nt Yacht Club. It seens grossly unfair that a
recreational asset such as Long |sland Sound and
access to the traditional racing areas of a great
institution such as Cedar Point Yacht Cub could be
surrendered conpletely to a conmercial interest.

Cedar Point Yacht Club is a world
renowned yacht club that recently was awarded the

2003 United States Sailing Association One Design
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Club of the Year Award for outstanding race
management and contributions to sailing and

devel opnent of One Design fleets in the United
States. Loss of water access to the racing areas
that the Cub has previously used as a result of
the proposed project will result in irreparable
harmto one of the |eading yacht clubs in the
United States.

WAt er access to recreational boating
areas is a public interest deserving of protection
fromcomercial interests. Economically, |oss of
access by recreational boaters would have an
adverse effect on the econony of the Wstport, CT
area. W note that racing sailors have coexi sted
wi th both fishernen, oysternmen, and | obster traps
for well over a century. Unfortunately,
coexi stence with the proposed Mariculture project
woul d be inpossible based on the design and scope
of the proposed project.

It is also ny personal view that the
| oss to the econony in those ternms would be far
greater than any benefits that the community as a
whole will derive fromthe proposed Mariculture

Unlinmited project.
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Due to the adverse inpact of the
proposed project on recreational boating and
serious restrictions to use of the Cedar Point
Yacht Club that will result fromthe proposed
project, we ask that the Mariculture Unlinmted
proj ect application be rejected.
Respectfully submtted
Nel son St ephenson
Mumm 30 International O ass and
Wirld Council President
cc: Mark Foster, Conmodore
Dave Rosecrans, President-US
Sai | i ng
Ni ck Craw, Executive Director-US
Sai l i ng
Di ane CGoss Farrell, First

Sel ect wormran of Westport, CT

* k* *x Kk %

Witten Statenent of Sanuel Brauer, Ph.D

July 23, 2003

Ladi es and gentlenmen: | am concerned
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that the oyster farmthat Mariculture Unlimted
proposes is a threat to the safety of sailors in
snal | cent er boar d/ daggerboard boats. | amworried
that during a capsize, the proposed subsurface
structure will snag a sail boat mast, destroying
property and posing a threat to the lives of the
peopl e on that boat.

At this point, | suspect sone of you
are wondering who I am and how did | come to this
conclusion. On a professional basis, | hold a
doctorate in the sciences, and | have been enpl oyed
in Norwal k for seven years as a busi ness anal yst.
As a recreational boater, | have been sailing for
t hree decades in predoninantly centerboard boats,
and | am an active nenber of the sail boat racing
conmunity. | have witten articles on how to dea
wi th capsized boats in squalls for the Bagpi pe, the
Thistle O ass Association Journal, as well as the
Cedar Point Yacht Club Bulletin

Li ke any sport such as bicycling,
football, softball, or skiing, there are risks
involved in sailing. Prudent sailors mininze
these risks, like any other participant in a sport,

by maki ng certain safety gear is accessible and
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working. This safety gear consists of life
j ackets, throwabl e cushions, anchors, line,
whi stles, et cetera, but the nost inportant piece
of safety gear is the boat itself. Tine and again
the Coast Guard cautions sailors - NEVER LEAVE THE
BOAT AS LONG AS I T IS AFLOAT! Mbddern
cent er boar d/ dagger board boats are designed with
positive flotation, which neans that even if
swanped, the boat has sufficient buoyancy in
flotation tanks (often foam) so that even if the
boat is severely dammged, it will continue to
float. Staying with the boat greatly increases the
chances of rescue and survival.

Most days out on Long I|sland Sound are
relatively peaceful, but there are periodic squalls
whi ch occur several tinmes a year. Wiile safety
equi prent isn't needed during these relatively mld
days, there are days when it is vital. | amnot
concerned about the proposed oyster farmon a
pl easant, sunny day with 10 knots of breeze. | am
worried about the oyster farmwhen there is driving
rain, reducing visibility to a few feet, swells of
3 feet or nore, and wi nd exceedi ng 25 knots.

Prudent sailors don't worry about their harbor on
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cal m sunny days; they worry about the safety of
their harbor when there's a storm

Let me try and describe what it's |ike
during a squall - conditions where you are |ikely
to capsize. First off, it's LOUD. You have to
shout with people a few feet away to be clearly
heard. Secondly, if it's raining, you have trouble
seeing nore than a few feet. Your eyes sting from
the rain, and even though you're blinking, it
doesn't necessarily help nuch. Third, you're
getting banged around. The boat is often pounding
in the waves. Wen you get home, you'll find you
have bruises in places you didn't know coul d get
brui sed, and you'll have no idea of how you got
them None of this is conducive to letting you
think clearly.

Most centerboard sailboats will turn
turtle, or conpletely upside down, once they
capsi ze without preventative action, such as
clinbing up on the centerboard. This is because
flotation tanks in the sides of the boat nake the
hull float higher than the nast. Thus, the mast is
often bel ow the surface at a steep angle - 45

degrees is not uncommon. Many centerboard sail boat
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masts exceed 20 feet in | ength, which puts them al
wi thin reach of the proposed oyster farm structure
especially at |low tide.

Ri ghting a capsized boat isn't easy.
The boat is actually pretty stable on its side and
is even nore stable when upside down. It can take
several mnutes of applying one's full weight to a
centerboard to right even a snmall boat of |ess than
500 pounds. Since the mast is a long lever, if
there is anything holding the nast back, righting a
boat becones nearly inpossible.

As an exanple, last year, | went into
the water to help sonme Lightning (a 19-foot
centerboard boat) sailors in trouble. They had
capsi zed during a race (around 20 knots of breeze),
and al though the crew was reasonably experienced,

t he skipper was not. The boat was allowed to
turtle, and the mast stuck in the nmud. After over
45 mnutes, the boat was firmy struck, and the
crew was tired and out of ideas. This is when |
joined the fun. Having three people on the
centerboard didn't budge the boat. It required a
line froma powerboat pulling on a stay - sort of

like spinning a top, to roll the boat upright.
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When the boat cane upright, the probl em becane
apparent. The mast had broken, and the top of the
mast was full of mud. | hope this conveys the
sense of how difficult it can be to right a boat
even w t hout any nman-nmade obstacles in the way

You may be thinking what's the problem

with a turtled boat? After all, isn't it stable?
Couldn't you just hang onto that and wait till you
were rescued? Well, the problemis not stability.

A turtled boat is often nore stable than an upright
boat. The problemis what do you hang on to?
Sai | boats are snooth underneath so that they sai
qui ckly. There are few handhol ds on a sail boat
bottom It's not easy to hang on to a turtled
boat, and that conflicts with the advice the Coast
Guard gives - NEVER LEAVE THE BOAT. For safety's
sake, it's inportant to be able to right an
overturned boat w thout having obstacl es hinder
your progress, since an upright boat, even one
that's swanped, is much safer than an upside down
boat .

This is why |'m concerned about MJ s
proposal. |f the proposed structure would be a

done over the sea bottom 1'd consider the safety
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issue to be irrelevant, since such a structure
woul dn't snag a nmast. However, even though the
final structure of the oyster farm has not been
determ ned, it consists of over 100 longlines with
a variety of anchors and other lines for structura
purposes. It is likely that if any of these lines
became entangled with a sail boat mast, it would be
sufficient to prevent a capsized boat from being
righted, with possible disastrous consequences.
Shoul dn't the applicant have to denonstrate the
safety of the proposed structure to recreationa
sai | boaters under squall conditions found in the
Sound?

Si ncerely,

Sanuel Brauer, Ph.D

* * *x * %

Witten Statenent of Catherine G Kindley

To Whom It May Concern:
Re: Proposal to install shellfishing structures
off the west coast of MIford

Al though | amunable to attend the
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neeting, | would like to go on record as being
opposed to this plan.

As a resident of many years in this
area, ny opposition is based on the negative inpact
t hese structures would have on the recreational and
navi gati onal uses of Long Island Sound.

Based on ot her nethods of harvesting
shel I fish, this proposal would be a detrinment to
the area, not a necessity.

As you review this plan, | respectfully
request that you deny it.

Thank you.

Si ncerely,

Catherine G Kindley

94 Sixth Ave.

M1 ford, CT.

* *x k% *x *

Witten Statenent of Master Captain

James W esenberg, BS, MBA

For the area fromthe Housatonic R ver

Breakwal I, from approximate latitude N41 09. 38’
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Latitude N41 11.01' Longitude W73 03. 08

plus/mnus 1/2 mle,

Fact "

e, to

Master Captain James W W esenber g,

MBA.

P. O Box 95

MIford, CT 06460

Phone: (203) 415-4647

* USCG Master Near Coastal,
Comm Tow. Endor senent

* Maritime consortiumcurrent
* State of CT Boating

Di vision-Certified

nember

Personal Watercraft/ Safe Boating

I nstructor

* American Red Cross-Certified

I nstructor

Sai | boat / Rowi ng/ Canoe/ Kayak/ Basi ¢

Wat er Rescue

* Busi ness: Muntai n Meadow

Qutfitters/Charters/ Safe Boating

I nstruction

CT State Tax Number: Yes,

current

162

the following is "Statenent of

BS,
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Busi ness Card/ Brochures avail abl e
* Sol e I ncome Source *
- Regul ar and Routine "First Pass" Drifting for
any/all Charters leaving fromM I ford Town Ranp
and/or Brown's Marina, Stratford:

Activity involves utilizing drift presentation
of bait, lure, or saltwater fly with prevailing SW
current, Set and Drift favorable, either with 2-3
0z., weight or down riggers.

* Cost effective Chartering for

Cat ch/ Rel ease and consunptive harvest,

drift to shore in said area with

24-foot craft, to md-point (approx.

8 feet) with 28-foot craft (Marina

Bert hed) when Chartering.

* Saf et y/ Busi ness

Safety: For restricted visibility
- Regul ar and Routine corridor for Safe Tow ng of
down vessel s-draft plus safety buffer equal to
9 feet of water; Training Area For Captains Prep

* Breakwal | is effective buffer from
nost tidal action, SWcurrent/w nd, also anchoring
likely.

* Traini ng/ Saf et y/ Busi ness *
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-Regul ar and Routine On-the-Water Instruction for
sail and power vessels/snmall craft

Activity requires safety/energency
anchoring drills fromgrapnel -type, danforth to
plow with larger craft;

Man- Over - Board Trai ning requiring
energency anchoring drills, MOB use of GPS/Fog
Trai ni ng Sea-Kayak training area, grapnel anchor

* TRAI NI NG SAFETY/ BUSI NESS *

And off time recreational activities
i ncludi ng snorkeling, skin diving, spear fishing

Personal Iy aquaculture is in and of
itself an exciting and worthwhile effort, however
t he neans, specifically the "cages and buoys in the
wat er colum" generally in any
navi gabl e/ fi shabl e/ recreati onal coastal area and
specifically in the area in MIford, as noted
above, are nost negatively inpacting as proposed.

The probability of negative inpact to
navi gation, recreational, and conmercial, after a
Nort hwestern storm is nuch greater than chance as
t he cages /buoys will be displaced in an
undet er m nabl e arrangenent and coul d be anywhere in

the water columm with or without identifying
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mar ker ('s)
VWhat, if any mitigating action(s) is
possi ble to prevent this?
Any/all recreational activity involving
drifting/stationary anchoring is effectively
prohibited. This is an area that traditionally has

been used for |ee-side of Breakwall "safe haven"
and preferable waters for swi nmm ng, boating, drift,
and stationary fishing as well as small craft use
(no propul sion)

Buoys mmy be obstacl es; cages prevent
any/all anchor use

Any/all comercial activity relative to
| ee-side of Breakwall (safe haven waters) in-water
vessel instruction, from canoe/ kayak to C ass |
vessel s and personal watercraft is effectively
deni ed as on-surface buoys and water col unm cages
prohi bit typical energency and nan-overboard
trai ni ng exercises involving controlled anchori ng,
"a vessel's energency brake."

The location in MIford of the proposed
"cages" is a unique, accessible area in which safe
recreational use, consunptive and nonconsunpti ve,

is a matter of record. As a professional Marine
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Educator, Charter Captain, and recreational boater
| have "custonmarily" used this area for years. It
is cost effective as it is located closest to the
mari na required for vessel docking, with one of the
few mari nas all owi ng comerci al use
Nonconsunpti ve/ consunptive, regular and routine use
of said area is a matter of record

Because the State of Connecticut,
Substitute House Bill No. 5876, Public Act 96-93,
"An Act Concerning Licensing and Regul ation,"
ef fective October 1, 1999, effectively denies DEP
i nvol venent, ref. Section 1. (New) (a) "The
Departnment of Agriculture shall have the exclusive
authority for granting or denying aquacul ture
permts, ... and Section 1.c.) "Individua
structures used for aquaculture ... but not limted
to, racks, cages or bags, as well as buoys narking
such structures, which do not otherwi se require a
permt under Federal Arny Corps of Engi neers
regul ati ons and do not interfere with navigation in
designated or customary boating or shipping | anes
and channel s, shall be placed in | eased or
desi gnated shel I fish areas and shall be exenpt from

the requirenents of Sections 22a-359 to 22a- 363f,
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i nclusive of the general statutes," and effectively
deni es any/all checks and bal ances but for your
(Armmy Corps of Engineers) regul ations-permt
process for public input, | respectfully request

all due diligence in your review and that the

permt be denied, as proposed, as noted above.

* *x * *x *

Witten Statenent of Coastal Conservation

Associ ation, CT

For the MFAC. "On July 22, 2003, the
newly formed State of Connecticut approved Marine
Advi sory Fishing Council, currently an AD hoc
subcommittee (MASC) of the CT Fishing Advisory
Council, net at the DEP, Marine Headquarters, dd
Lynme, Connecticut, and after cognitive review and
consi deration of all available information
respectfully submits the follow ng:

Aquacul ture, in principle, is
recogni zed and supported as long as there is due
process in any/all permt granting that includes

and not limted to tinmely public input, any/al
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navi gati onal hazards - all weather conditions -
consi deration, no water column structures placed so
as to limt or otherwi se prohibit traditional
recreational and/or comercial coastal waters use.

Therefore, we request denial of
permt(s) as proposed.

Respectful |y yours,

Master Captain James W Wesenberg, BS,

VBA

Chai rman, MASC, Ad-hoc of CT. FAC
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CERTI FI CATE

I, Julie Thonmson Ril ey, Registered
Merit Reporter and Certified Realtine Reporter, do
hereby certify that the foregoing transcript is a
true and accurate transcription of ny stenographic
notes taken on July 23, 2003, and entry of

statenents included in the record.

Julie Thonson Ril ey
Regi stered Merit Reporter
Certified Realtime Reporter

Certified Shorthand Reporter No. 1444S95



