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HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Ver bati m Proceedi ngs of Speakers in a
Public Hearing before the United States Arny Corps of
Engi neers, in Re: Al gonquin Gas/lslander East Public
Hearing, held on August 5, 2003 at 7:10 p.m, at the
Branford H gh School, Branford, Connecti cut

MODERATOR LARRY RCSENBERG  (Good eveni ng
and wel cone to this public hearing regarding the permt
application submtted by Al gonquin Gas Transm ssion and
| sl ander East Pipeline on the proposed construction of
conpressor station in Connecticut and the construction of
a natural gas pipeline from Connecticut to New York. M
nane is Larry Rosenberg, |'m Chief of Public Affairs for
the United States Arny Corps of Engineers for New Engl and.

| will be your noderator and your facilitator this
eveni ng.

Qur Hearing O ficer tonight is Col onel
Thomas Koni ng the Commander and District Engi neer of the
United States Arny Corps of Engineers in New Engl and.
Shoul d you need copi es of the public notice, the hearing
procedures or other pertinent information is avail abl e at

the registration table. 1 should point out that the Corps
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of Engi neers has nade no decision regarding the permt
application in question.

The agenda for the public hearing is
following this introduction Colonel Koning will address
the hearing. Then the permt applicant will discuss the
permt application. | wll then review the Corps of
Engi neers responsibility to this process and explain the
hearing procedures. Following that | will open the fl oor
to public conmment wutilizing our hearing protocol.

Before we begin 1'd like to rem nd you of
the inportance of filling out the green cards that are
avai |l abl e at the door. The cards serve two purposes.
First, they let us knowthat you re interested in this
permt so we can keep you inforned. Secondly, it provides
nme a list of those who wi sh to speak tonight. If you did
not conplete a card, but wish to speak or receive future
information regarding this permt, one will be provided at
the registration table.

For your conveni ence an additi onal
st enographer is avail able near the registration area
shoul d you wi sh to provide comment on the record wi thout
the inpedinment of tinme restriction rather than maki ng a
formal presentation. These statenments along with any

wi t ness statenents received toni ght receive equa
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consi deration with those coments present ed.

One additional comment, we are here to
recei ve your conmments, not enter into any di scussion of
t hose coments or to reach any concl usions. Any questions
that you have should be directed to the record and not to
the individuals on the panel. Thank you. Ladies and
gent | emen, Col onel Koni ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER KONI NG Good evening. 1'd
like to wel cone you today to this public hearing on
request for a permt fromthe A gonquin Gas Transm ssion
Conpany and the Islander East Pipeline Conpany to conplete
an upgrade to certain Algonquin facilities and to
construct a new interstate natural gas conpressor station
in Connecticut to construct and operate approxinately 49.9
linear mles of new 24-inch natural gas pipeline
conmenci ng froman existing station here in New Haven and
terminating in plain power plants in Brookhaven and
Cal verton, New York

|"d Iike to thank you for involving
yoursel f in this environnental due process. Please feel
free to bring up any and all topics that you feel need to
be addressed on and discussed on the record. | assure you
that all of your comrents will be addressed during this

process. | am Col onel Thomas Koni ng, Commander and
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District Engineer for the New England District of the
United States Arny Corps of Engineers. Qur headquarters
is in Concord, Massachusetts.

O her Corps of Engineers representatives
with nme tonight include Bob Assista (phonetic), right here
nmy Chief of Permits in the forestry section for our
regul atory office. Cori Rose the Project Manager for this
specific permt. Joe MacNamara, out in the audience from
our O fice of Counsel, and you already net Larry Rosenberg
who is facilitating our public hearing.

Tonight’s hearing is being conducted as
part of the Corps of Engi neers regulatory program solely
to listen to your comments. | would like to briefly
review the Corps of Engineers’ responsibilities in this
process.

First, the Corps jurisdiction in this case
reside in Section 404 of the O ean Water Act that
regul ates the discharge of fill material in the waters of
the United States to include wetlands. And in Section 10
of the Rivers and Harbors Acts, which authorize the Corps
to regulate structures and work in navigable waters of the
United States.

A second detailed regul ations that expl ains

our procedures for evaluating permts of this sort and
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applications is located in Title 33 of the Code of Federal
Regul ations parts (indiscernible).

And thirdly, the decisions of the Board
rest upon several inportant factors and those factors
include in accordance with the Federal O ean Water Act the
project must conply with Federal (indiscernible)

Qui del i nes, which are the Federal Environmenta

Regul ations covering the water to wetlands. |n accordance
with those regulatory statutes and authorities our
decision to issue a permt will be based on eval uati on of
t he aqua inmpact activity on the public interest. Qur
decision will reflect the National concern for both
protection and utilization of our Nation s water

resour ces.

The benefits that may reasonably approve
fromthis proposal nust be bal anced agai nst the reasonably
foreseen detrinments. |n accordance with the National
Envi ronment Policy Act any project that significantly
i mpacts the environment nmust have an environnental inpact
statement. In this case, the Federal Energy Regul atory
Conmi ssi on, known as FERC, is the |eading Federal agency
for that environmental inpact statenent.

Al'l factors which may be relevant to the

proposal will be considered prior to our naking a decision
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to approve or deny the permt. And those factors include,
but are not limted to, conservation, econom cs,
esthetics, inpacts to the environnent, fish and wildlife
val ues, navigation, recreation, water supply, food
production and in general the need and wel fare of the
peopl e of Connecticut and of the people of the United
St at es.

Lastly, Federal |aw requires the Corps can
only issue pernmt to the | east environnentally danagi ng
practicable alternative. The Corps nust eval uate
alternatives to avoid or mnimze inpacts on water and
wet|l ands of the United States. There are two basic parts
of the final selection process. First, an analysis is
conducted to -- of all the available alternatives to
determ ne practicability. Second, the final alternative
nmust be the | east environnental |y danagi ng.

In determning practicability the Corps
consi ders factors such as cost, safety, technica
feasibility and community inpacts. |If these types of
i npacts are severe the Corps may rule out alternatives
even if they are |l ess environnmental |y damagi ng. However,
once a pool of practical alternatives are determ ned the
Corps can then only permt the |east environnentally

damagi ng alternative on the waters and wetl ands of the
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United States.

I n accordance with the President’s policy
of cost to wetlands we strive to mtigate for unavoi dabl e
i mpacts. Subsequent to any determ nation of the |east
environnental |y damagi ng practical alternative the Corps
conducts a broad policy based review This hearing is
part of that review Al facets effecting the public will
be included in our evaluation and that’s what your
conments tonight will help us reach the appropriate
deci si on.

A record of this hearing will renmain open
and witten comments nmay be submtted tonight, or by mil),
until August 15'", 2003 and all comments will receive equa
consideration with anything that is said here this
evening. And again, as Larry nentioned, to date no
deci si on has been nmade by the Corps of Engineers in regard
tothis permt. It is nmy responsibility to evaluate both
t he environnental and soci oeconomi cal inpacts prior to
maki ng a decision. In order to acconplish that, that’s
why we’re asking for your input.

You are critical to this process, that your
voi ce be heard, and | think you for taking your tine to be
here tonight to be a part of the process.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.
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Ladi es and gentlemen, if you need to take your jackets
off, please, it’s kind of warm W'l call that the Tom
Koning diet plan. Ladies and gentlenen, representing the
Applicant, M. Joe Rei nenann.

MR JCE REI NEMANN: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Joe Reinemann and |’ mthe Environnental Project Manager
for Islander East Pipeline Conpany. |'mhere tonight to
present the project overview before we hear public
comment .

As a lot of you are aware the Islander East
Pi peline Project involves the transportation of 260, 000
dekat herns of natural gas per day via a second separate
pi peline to Long Island. The Islander East project wll
provi de a new conpetitive clean burning supply of fuel and
ensure greater volune flexibility to the energy
infrastructure of the northeast.

The project’s facilities constitute
approximately 50 mles of 24-inch interstate natural gas
pi peline, buried steel pipeline. That includes about 10.2
m | es of piped new construction on |land in Connecti cut.
Approximately 11 mles of offshore pipe in Connecticut
waters of Long Island Sound. Approxinmately 11.6 mles of
of fshore pipe in the State waters of New York and Long

| sland Sound and 17 mles of underground pipe on | and on
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Long I sl and.

Additionally, there is one conpressor
station proposed for the project in Cheshire, Connecticut.
The map behind nme gives you a feeling of the geographic
context of the project fromthe conpressor station site in
Cheshire, Connecticut and then the new construction al ong

Connecticut beginning in North Haven proceedi ng al ong

exi sting Al gonquin pipelines there, to the point where it
joins the existing Tilcon or Branford Steam Railroad in
North Branford.

Alittle project background. Islander East
applied to the Federal Energy Regul atory Conmm ssion, or
FERC, in June 2001. FERC issues a prelimnary
determ nation, which is a confirmation of need i n Decenber
2001. FERC then issued a certificate for the project in
Sept enber 2002. |In January and February 2003 t he New York
-- State of New York issued coastal zone nanagenent
consi stency and Section 401 water quality certificates for
the project respectively. W’'re currently working for an
in-service date for the project in Novenber 2004.

| wanted to touch on some changes to the
project fromthe application that we filed with FERC to
the project that was finally certificated by FERC. |’ m

going to run through briefly just three variation, two of
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themare in Connecticut, one of themis in Long Island.

The first route variation is referred to as the

Marshal ling Yard Variation. To get you oriented, this is
Pl easant Point -- Pleasant Point and Tilcon Branford Steam
Rail road has a multi-track Marshalling Yard stagi ng area.
The original proposal had pipeline comng down the east
side of the tracks, as you see there, and then crossing

Pl easant Point Road at that point and then cutting back
over to the other side of the tracks.

The project has been nodified to include a
cross over north of that Marshalling Yard area and then
parallel to the Marshalling Yard to the west side of the
track. The effect of that cross over is that it
el i m nates about 1,000 feet of forested wetland crossing
and decreases the project wetland i npacts by about three
acres.

The second route variation that | want to
run through in Connecticut is referred to as the Goss Pond
Variation. To get you oriented again, this is the Amtrak
Rai |l road right up there, and obviously Juniper Point right
there. At this point the pipeline is proposed to paralle
the Branford Steam Railroad on the west side of the tracks
and then deviate fromthat location at this point. The

purpose of that is to avoid a snmall pond. The variation
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i nvol ves not deviating, staying close to the railroad and
crossing the pond, the pipe would be installed beneath the
pond. The effect of that is it decreases the inpact on
the Branford Land Trust and the slopes in that area.

Very briefly, there’s one route change in
New York and that’s for a lateral facility, which is
referred to as the Calverton Lateral. W originally filed
that parallel to State Route 25A. W al so eval uated an
alternative for that along State Route 25. During the
envi ronnental revi ew process Federal Energy Regul atory
Commi ssion determ ned that Route 25 alternative was
preferable to the route that we proposed.

"’ mgoing to now just briefly talk about
t he of fshore construction map that we are proposing. Both
t he Connecticut landfall and the New York Long Island
| andfall would be installed using horizontal directional
drilling. Conventional dredge construction would be used
fromthe HIB exit point offshore to a depth of 20 feet.
From 20 feet and deeper |slander East is proposing to use
a subsea plow installation.

| sl ander East has al so nade nodifications
to the of fshore construction nmeasures originally proposed
based on feedback received from State agencies. The

nodi fications, I’mgoing to start first pertain to this
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project area offshore in waters less than 20 feet. The
goal of those nodifications were to reduce sedi nentation,
sedi nent dispersion and mnimze inpacts to the benthic
environnent and to protect water quality. The
nodi fication involves limting sidecasting spoil fromthe
HDD exit area and the dredge section. The effect of that
nodi fication is two-fold. First, it elimnates the direct
i mpact fromthe footprint of the spoil adjacent to the
trench decreasing the actual project area disturbed.
Secondly, it prevents the spoil from being subject to wave
erosi on and deposition on the adjacent seafl oor and
shell fish bed. The effect of that nodification is a 90
percent decrease in footprint inpact for the Connecticut
near shore area.

As we devel oped these nodified nethods
| sl ander East conducted sedi ment nodeling to evaluate the
various scenarios that we're trying now. It confirns that
we're getting the results that we want. In doing that we
used a sedi ment nodel devel oped by the Corps of Engi neers
and the net result of that nodeling when we | ooked at the
nodi fi ed met hods shows that based on the nodeling the
sedinentation will be mnimal and woul d approach
background | evel s.

The ot her construction nodifications that
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we put forward pertains to part of the project offshore,
which is 20 feet deep -- 20 feet or deeper water. Again,
that’s the subsea pl ow section. After |ooking at the
results of the data collection and talking with
contractors we determned we would be able to elimnate
one of four installation passes, decreasing the inpact of
t he deeper installation by about 20 percent.

In addition to the construction
(i ndi scernible) develop mtigation nmeasures to protect
ot her resources. Specifically, |Islander East arranged for
pre-construction harvesting of all these shellfish beds by
t he | easehol ders prior to construction. W have al so
arranged for post-construction reseedi ng of those
shel | fish beds to hasten the restoration after the pipe is
installed. Additionally, we have devel oped a programto
rel ocate | obsternmen’s gear using licensed | obsternen to do
that and we’ ve establish a gear conpensation fund for any
| obstering gear that’s |ost or damaged as a result of
construction. And then finally we’'ll be coordinating al
of our construction with the United States Coast Quard.

As we devel oped the project we’ve al so
heard concerns about certain issues and | just want to
speak very briefly about some of those. Industrial

corridor along the pipeline route. 1In actuality, the
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pipeline is going to be buried after it’s installed and

the right of way is going to be restored. The pipeline

will parallel an existing Al gonquin pipeline and a
railroad.

Degradati on of open space in Branford. 1In
fact, the trail access of one point will be tenporarily

di sturbed during construction and the Branford Land Trust
properties we have devel oped site specific construction
restoration packages for each of those parcels.

Addi tional ly, permanent offshore inpact.
Vel |, construction will result in a tenporary inpact and
will not destroy permanently the sea floor. W’ve heard
about contam nated sedinments and in fact |slander East has
conducted site-specific sedinent analysis submtted that
to | aboratories which confirned that no contam nants
exceed regul atory threshold | evel s.

| npact to shellfishing. The project has
been pl anned, both in the construction of timng and/or
restoration standpoint to mnimze inpact to shellfishing
resources. And lastly, safety. The pipeline is the

saf est node of energy transportation avail abl e.

The project does have benefits. |slander
East will provide additional capacity and reliability to
Connecticut’s gas conpanies. |slander East will nake
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addi ti onal gas available for use in Connecticut power
plants and will enhance the reliability and security of

t he regi onal gas supply system Islander East will also
make exporting electricity fromLong Island to sout hwest
Connecticut feasible. Natural gas-fired generation wll
result in cleaner air for us in Connecticut and Long
Island. And lastly, Islander East will bring $46, 000, 000
to the I ocal Connecticut econony and create 300 jobs
during construction and provi de ongoi ng tax revenues

duri ng operati on.

In summary, FERC has determ ned the need,
eval uated alternatives and certified the route. They have
concluded that the project is environmental |y acceptabl e
as conditioned and |slander East has since then decreased,
in fact, we’ve nodified the nethods |’ve just described.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. Ladies
and gentlenen, | would ask that there be no appl ause
during this hearing? Ladies and gentlenen, it is crucial
for this public process that your voice is heard and we're
here to listen. W’'IlIl listen to your comments, understand
your concerns and provide you an opportunity to put your
t houghts on the record should you care to do so. The

hearing conducted will be conducted in a nmanner that all
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who desire to express their views will be given an
opportunity to do so. To preserve the right of all to
express their views | ask that there be no interruption.

Furthernmore, in order to nmake any deci sions
regarding this permt application, we, the United States
Arny Corps of Engineers, need to have you invol ve yourself
in this environnental permt review, not just tonight, but
t hroughout the entire process. Wen you cane in copies of
the public notice and the procedures to be foll owed at
this hearing were available. |If you did not receive these
those are available at the registration desk. | wll not
read either the procedures or the public notice, but they
will be entered into the record.

A transcript of this hearing is being
prepared and the record will remain open and witten
conments may be submitted tonight or by mail until August
15'", 2003. Al comrents will receive full consideration.
Anyone who cannot attend, but wi shes to send to witten
conments should forward those comments to our headquarters
in Concord, Massachusetts.

Lastly, 1'd like to reenphasize that the
Corps of Engi neers has nade no decision regarding this
permt. It is our responsibility to fully evaluate the

Al gonqui n Gas Transm ssion and | sl ander East Pipeline
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proposed activity and it’s inpact prior to our decision.
And in order to acconplish that we need your input.

Again, we are here to receive your conments and not to
enter into discussion of those conments or reach any
concl usion. Any questions you have should be directed to
the record and not to the individuals on the panel.

Col onel Koning, if there’s no objection |
wi Il now dispense with the reading of the public notice of
this hearing and have it entered into record. Thank you
sir.

A transcript of this hearing is being nmade
to assure details of people’s coments. A copy of this
transcript will be available at our Concord, Massachusetts
headquarters, on our web site for your use, or you may
make arrangenents with the stenographer for a copy at your
own expense. Individuals speaking today will be called to
the m crophone in the order they signed in and as provided
for by our hearing protocol that was distributed and
posted in the reception area.

When maki ng a statenent please cone forward
to one of the m crophones on either side, state your nane
and the interest you represent. As there are many who
wi sh to provide comments, all with the exception of those

represented, U S. Senators or U S Representatives in the
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House of Congress will receive two mnutes to speak, no
nor e.

The traffic signal in front of you will
indicate the following. The green light will come on as
soon as you introduce yourself and will indicate that two
m nutes are remai ning. The anber |ight indicates one
mnute left and the red Iight of course nmeans that your
time has expired. Please identify if you' re speaking for
or representing a position of an organization. |If you're
speaki ng for yourself, say so. And | propose getting al
who wi sh to speak will have the opportunity to do so.
Should we run out of tine this evening, as there are many
t hat have signed up, those who have signed up will be
contacted individually by the Arnmy Corps of Engineers in
the very near future and future arrangenments will be nade
to provide you access to an additional hearing.

Once again, we have an additiona
st enogr apher | ocated outside of the hearing room shoul d

you Wi sh to dictate your individual statenment for the

record. There are no tinme limts on that -- on those
statements. We will now begin to receive your conments
according to the hearing protocol. Again, oral or witten

statenments receive equal consideration in making our

decision. |f you have a witten statenent, sunmarize it
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to fit the two-minute limtation and enter the entire
statenent for the record.

The first individual will be Alison Dodge
who is representing U S. Representative Rosa DelLauro.

M5. ALLI SON DODGE: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Allison Dodge. |I'mw th Congressworman Rosa DelLauro’ s
office and I’'mhere to submt comrent on behal f of the
Congresswonan regardi ng the |slander East proposal.

M5. ROSA DeLAURO  “(Good evening. First
let me thank the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers for
providing this opportunity to voice our concerns with the
proposed natural gas pipeline presented by the Islander
East Pi peline Conpany. The many residents and concerned
citizens you will hear fromthis evening have invested
countl ess hours in research and review of this proposal.
Their concerns nust be addressed by the Federal and State
regul atory agencies who will determ ne whether this
pipeline is allowed to be constructed as it is currently
pr oposed.

Sinply stated, | am opposed to the
construction and installation of the Islander East
pipeline. In the two years since the conpany first
submtted their proposal, | have becone increasingly

concerned about the route through which they plan to run

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

21
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

the pipeline. Not only does this proposal have negative
i mpacts on the comunities through which it will be
buried, but | believe it will have grave inpacts on the
del i cate ecosystem of the Long Island Sound.

Since the inception of the Cean Water Act
in 1972, investnents in water pollution control prograns
have | ed to great inprovenents in the water quality of
Long Island Sound. Ten percent of our country’s
popul ation lives within 50 mles of the Sound. A healthy
Sound is critical to our econony and our quality of life.

When we | ook at the continuing inpact of the cross-Sound
pi peline that already exists, we as a community and a
State, are weary of any additional harmthat may cone with
the installation of another pipeline.

Connecticut’s shoreline communities and the
Long Island Sound, particularly the Thinble Islands and
associ ated shellfisheries in this area, represent an
enormous cultural, historical and econom c value to our
State. The drilling and trenching activities associ ated
with the proposed pipeline will endanger the | ocal
envi ronment and the Sound as a whol e.

The State of Connecticut has and conti nues
to work hard to ensure that we have an adequate, reliable

energy supply. Wile |I understand and appreciate the
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benefits to additional energy resources, | cannot support
a proposal that will have such negative inpacts on our
conmuni ti es and provides no benefit to our State.
Sol utions to our neighbor’s energy needs cannot be nade at
t he expense of the State of Connecticut and the Long
| sl and Sound.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, as a
Federal regulatory body, has a responsibility to ensure
that projects such as these are routed and constructed in
a way that will cause the | east environnental damage.
Wth the inplication of such drastic inpacts to our
environnment, | must believe that there is an
environnental ly preferable option. | would urge the Corps
to be vigilant and thorough in their review of this
proposal. | believe that you will find that you nust deny
the applicant’s request for further regulatory permts.

Thank you for your time and consi deration
of ny comments.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you. The next
speaker will be Scott Jackson, representing Senator Joe
Li eber man.

MR SCOIT JACKSON: CGood evening. | am
Scott Jackson, Deputy State Director for Senator Joe

Li eberman and 1’ mhere to share a |etter co-signed by
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Senat or Chri st opher Dodd, Congresswonman Rosa DelLauro and
Senator Lieberman. It is addressed to Col onel Koning.

“W are witing today in regards to the
| sl ander East Pipeline project, which proposes the
construction and installation of a 24-inch dianeter
natural gas pipeline from Cheshire, Connecticut through
five communities and across the Long Island Sound to
Brookhaven and Cal verton, New York. |Islander East, LLC
will be required to obtain a permt fromthe U S. Arny
Corps of Engineers in order to nove forward with
construction.

As you may be aware, serious concerns have
been rai sed about the significant environnental inpacts
this project will have on the Connecticut shoreline
conmunities and the Long Island Sound. After thorough
review, the Connecticut Departnent of Environnental
Protection, DEP, again determned that the project was not
consistent with the State’s Federal |y approved Coast al
Zone Managenent Program CZMP. The DEP found that even
with the conpany’s proposed changes to their installation
that the construction and installation of this pipeline
woul d have negative inpacts on water quality, shellfish
habi tat, water-dependent use and tidal wetl ands.

The Connecticut’s CZMP was designed to
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bal ance national energy interests with the protection of
Connecticut’s environnent. The |slander East proposal
sinply does not neet the basic standards, which have been
set to facilitate this balance. 1In addition to the DEP' s
obj ections the |Islander East project has al so been

revi ewed by several Federal agencies in accordance with
the National Environnmental Policy Act and ean Air. To
date both the United States Environmental Protection
Agency and the United States Fish and Wldlife Service
have expressed nunerous concerns with the proposed

pr oj ect.

The proposed drilling and dredgi ng
activities associated with the pipeline threaten
irreparable harmto the ecol ogy of the Long Island Sound
and our shoreline conmunities, which represent enornous
cultural and historical significance to our State. Wile
| sl ander East has proposed a nunber of mtigation efforts
we do not believe that they will sufficiently protect the
Long Island Sound and the surrounding communities fromthe
potential damage caused by the |slander East pipeline.

Ten years ago lroquois Gas installed a
natural gas pipeline across the Sound and as a result we
have yet to see the full restoration of the Sound bottom

The negative inpacts on the Sound s delicate ecosystem
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have transl ated into econom c inpacts for our shell and
fin fishermen. When we | ook at the continuing inpacts of
the Cross Sound natural gas pipeline that already exists
we are very wary of any additional harmthat nmay come with
the installation of another pipeline.

The U. S. Arny Corps of Engineers, as a
Federal regulatory body, has a responsibility to ensure
that projects such as these are routed and constructed in
a way that will cause the | east environnmental damage. W
trust that the Corps will be vigilant and thorough in
their review of this proposal and strongly urge you to
deny the Applicant’s request for further regulatory
permts.

V& appreciate your consideration in this
matter and we | ook forward to a response. Sincerely
Chri stopher J. Dodd, U.S. Senator; Joseph |. Lieberman,
U.S. Senator; Rosa DeLauro, Menber of Congress.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Qur
next speaker, Mchelle G| nman, representing Senator
Chri st opher Dodd.

M5. M CHELLE G LMAN.  Thank you and good
evening. I'mMchelle Glman and |’ mrepresenting Senat or
Chri st opher Dodd. Thank you very nuch for permtting ne

to speak. M remarks will be brief.
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“I wanted to thank the Arny Corps of
Engi neers for holding this inmportant hearing.
Unfortunately, ny schedul e does not pernmit nme to be with
you in person. However, | want to convey ny opposition to
t he | sl ander East pipeline.

For several years | have received numerous
letters, tel ephone calls and emails fromconstituents
descri bing their concerns regarding the |slander East
proposal. Many citizens have asserted that the drilling
and dredging activities associated with the proposed
pipeline will be destructive to the |ocal environnent and
will harmthe waters and fisheries of Long Island Sound.
| whol eheartedly concur and over the past two years have
joined with menbers of our Congressional delegation in
witing to various Federal agencies urging a halt to this
ill-advised proposal.

Long Island Sound is a jewel in our region
and we have nade significant strides in its restoration.
Thr ough the cooperative effort of concerned individual s,
organi zations, and the State of Connecticut, the ongoing
cl eanup of Long Island Sound is one of the nost successful
efforts under the National Estuary program To go forward
with the pipeline at this time would do irreparable harm

to Long Island Sound and the region’s econony. Further,
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the natural gas pipeline will not solve any pressing
energy needs in Connecticut.

Sinply put, the proposal does not neet the
basi ¢ standards of the Coastal Zone Managenent Program
whi ch is designed to bal ance National energy interests
with the protection of Connecticut’s environment.

Deci sions we nake today will have an inpact on the quality
of our air, water and land for years to cone.

Just | ast week, the Connecticut Departnent
of Environnmental Protection rejected the |Islander East
pi peline proposal for a second tine. | thank our DEP for
its diligent evaluation as the conpany’s nodified plans
woul d still cause significant harmto the waters of Long
I sland Sound. Finally, | especially want to thank those
Connecticut residents who have given their tinme and
conmtment to keep this issue in the spotlight.

| urge the Arny Corps of Engineers to
oppose the |slander East natural gas pipeline proposal.
Thank you.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very nuch
The next speaker is Robert Fox who will read a statenent
from Congressman Chri st opher Shays.

MR ROBERT FOX: M/ name is Robert Fox and

| live at 15 Long Point Road in Stony Creek and |’ m
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privileged to read this statenent fromthe Honorabl e
Chri st opher Shays, who is a U S. Congressman for the 4'"
District of Connecticut. The letter is addressed to M.
Cori Rose, Regul atory Commi ssion, Arny Corps of Engi neers.

“Dear Ms. Rose. | amwiting to express ny
opposition to the Islander East Pipeline Conpany’ s request
for a permt for a natural gas pipeline across Long |sland
Sound. Wile natural gas nay lead to better air quality,
the scale of disruption that will occur if this proposal
goes forward makes the |slander East proposal untenable.

I n many ways, Long Island Sound has cone a
long way in the | ast decades, but as recent events,

i ncluding the still-unexplained | obster die-off, have
conpel led us to renmenber, the Sound’s health is extrenely
precari ous.

The concerns rai sed about this proposed
project by the Environmental Protection Agency and Fi sh
and Wldlife Service have not been adequately addressed.
And the finding of the Connecticut Departnent of
Environnental Protection that this is inconsistent with
t he Coastal Zone Managenent Program surely the
under st at enent of the year when describing a 23-mle scar
across the heart of the Sound nust not be ignored.

We've learned fromthe installation of
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| roquoi s’ existing pipeline in 1991 that damage to the
Sound is both cumul ati ve and permanent. The Sound cannot
afford that kind of damage. W sinply will not have a
world to live in if we continue our neglectful ways.

Wiile it is inportant we have sufficient
power to neet increasing demands for electricity, our
par anmount concern has to be protecting the irreplaceable
and fragile Long Island Sound ecosystem

Si ncerely, Christopher Shays.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.
(begi ns speaking before tape) two mnute limtation and a
rem nder that there is a stenographer available in the
rear out by the registration area and you nmay proceed to
gi ve statenent wi thout the inpedinent of tine
restrictions. The next speaker will be Senator G L.
Qunther -- State Senator G L. Qunther. Followed by State
Senator Bill Aniscovich

SENATOR GEORGE GUNTHER:  May | sit here
rather than stand? The reason | say that, I'ma little
bit handi capped, not really, but -- can | give alittle
bit of ny background without cutting into ny two m nutes?
| think I"ve earned a little bit of that.

Vell, ny whole |ife has been on Long Island

Sound since | was 10 nonths old. M/ father was a
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(i ndiscernible) who had a famly (indiscernible) and that
type of thing. | go back 37 years as a State Senator. |
authored the Tidal Wetlands Law in 1969. | co-authored --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Hol d t he appl ause

SENATOR GUNTHER  -- don’t take the tine
off of nme. Anyway, | co-authored the Inland Wtl ands Law.

| have done the nmajor |aw changes that related to

fisheries, shell fisheries, that type of thing over these
37 years. |’ve had 30 years in the Atlantic States Marine
Fi sheries Comm ssion, which | think qualifies me to be a
little bit nore than just another person around here
gi ving you hell

| am thoroughly concerned that the process
here as far as the hearing tonight. |’ve been through this
process. But I1'd like to take -- | have some long letters
between the Siting Council, the U S. Corps of Engi neers,
FERC -- you nanme it and |'ve got it. |’ve gotten nore
letters and | wi sh you d take themand get themin one
spot and then give ne the nunbers of the replies |’ ve
gotten over those letters.

| tell you, | have no idea if it was ever
recorded as sending a statement in and you have to nmake an
exception with Ms. Cori. She at |east called ne up and

told nme they got ny letter. But | got a hell of a |ot of
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correspondence in all of these areas.

And for the past three years | have covered
practically every one of the attenpts to take the gas
pi pes and cabl es whether it’s been |Islander East or the
Cross Sound Cabl e and even Northeast Uilities down in
Norwal k. There’s a trenendous anount of background we
have in this whole area that has never -- | don’t know
that it’s ever been put on the deck by the people who
partici pated, because | haven't been in on those neetings.

W don’t have the time as Legislators to be constantly at
every hearing that goes on in the State. And | can tel
you we’ve put an awful lot of tine in on this crossings
t hat you have here now.

Long Island Sound is classified as one of
the three major bays of the United States, of national
significance. It’s a glacial |ake that opened up and al
of us, any of us that have been involved for any period of
time will tell you, you ain’t going to nothing out there
where you tear up the bottom of that harbor and put it
back the way it was before. Al | can tell you, there is
tons of docunentation -- in fact, the past year and a hal f
we’ ve had a study going on in the |last year, a task force,
and we’ ve devel oped 28 naps on plot planning the entire

State of Connecticut and Long Island Sound. | daresay
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t hat your Conm ssion, nor the other Conm ssions, nor the
Siting Council has considered all that naterial.

| say that’'s something -- that if you did
not hing el se but sat down at this point and reviewit, |
have a statenent that | put in, |I’ve augnented that
statement with a couple of exhibits to give you a piece of
what we have out there that ought to be included in this
whol e process.

| think that we -- so you don’t shut ne off
at some point, | see that red light, and jeez | get a
little sick of seeing the red lights on the hi ghway
wi thout coming to a neeting and getting it. A right?

Al 1 can tell you is there is a |lot of
material that I'd like to take and sit down, not in this
type of forum | think that us Legi slators put enough
tine into this and work our little butts off in order to
get in here should at |east get the courtesy of comng in
and sitting down, man to man. | don’t tell you to have
300 people in a hall, | think you can be sel ective about
it.

| can give you four nanes of people who |’'d
like to have sit down and di al ogue with you on a techni cal
basis. People |like John Rowl and, he was involved in this

State, but we had people like Ral ph Lewis, our State
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Ceol ogist. Incidentally, the State Geol ogist, | was
shocked back two years ago, nobody ever told the nman to
give testinony. Now he’'s -- both these guys are retired
now, so they don’t worry about -- even worry about the
nonkey on their back working for the State, okay?

The third guy I'd like to see, Harry
Beckworth (phonetic), who was the head of -- who was the
head of Fisheries for years. And they re saying -- now
retired-- but a real dialogue. So | say -- and | know
that red light’s been on --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  There are over 100
peopl e who wi sh to speak tonight.

SENATOR GUNTHER: | know, but | --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG -- and we appreci ate
it, so please tie it up. W’'IIl follow up. The next
speaker is will be --

SENATOR GUNTHER. -- may | please -- three
things and I’'Il make it real pretty for you. Everybody’'s
tal king about, is there an alternative, and they say, no.
"1l tell you there’'s an alternative that will not go
across Long Island Sound that you didn’t have in your naps
when you had your public hearings, because | was at the
heari ngs.

There’'s a corridor that’'s been established.
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The FLAG Tel econ corridor that goes all the way from
Nort hport to Montauk Point and you have just -- the FERC
has just approved the East Chester plot of Iroquois, which
gives you a 24-inch gas line going all the way into the
Bronx. That’'s a corridor that goes fromthe Bronx to
Mont auk Poi nt, whi ch nobody has ever taken and consi der ed.
| brought this to the FERC. Now --
MODERATOR ROSENBERG:  Senator. Senator.
|"msorry, we really nust hear the public’'s comments al so.
| thank you very much and our next speaker is State
Senator Bill Aniscovich.
SENATOR BI LL ANI SCOVI CH:  Thank you. |
want to thank Senator Qunther, especially for his
| eadership on this issue, even if he is a bit | ongw nded,
but we love him and ny other colleagues for being with us
here tonight.
M/ nane is Bill Aniscovich, and I’'ma State
Senator fromthe 12'" District. M district includes the
towns of East Haven, Branford, Quilford, North Branford
and Madison. | served in the General Assenbly for 13
years and |I’ve lived ny entire life in the town of
Branford and I’ mhere not only as the State Senator from
Branford, but also as a resident of a nei ghborhood that

will be directly inpacted by this proposal.
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| " mhere tonight to state for the record ny
conpl ete and unequi vocal opposition to your granting a
permt to the proposal by Islander East to build a new 24-
i nch dianmeter pipeline froman existing gas transm ssion
facility in North Haven through the towns of North Haven,
East Haven, North Branford and Branford.

In addition to the obvious environnental
i npacts that woul d be caused by the conpletion of the
proposed project, there are at |east three inportant
reasons to deny approval to this permt application.

First, Islander East has failed to do a
conpl ete anal ysis of alternative routes avail able for
pl acenent of a pipeline. They have indeed, as the
correspondence in your possession right now proves, have
resisted the effort to do a conplete analysis. And an
alternative corridor does exist as Senator Qunther pointed
out, in New York that woul d accommobdate the place of this
pi peline, yet is not even being considered.

Second, this proposal w Il have undeniably
negative inpacts on one of the nost environnentally
sensitive areas of Long Island Sound. |In Branford al one,
t he proposed pipeline path cuts through three Land Trust
properties and indirectly inmpacts other conservation

wet | ands and upl ands.
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Third, the undeniable truth is that there
exi st other routes by which to nove energy through and to
Long Island. The environnmental destruction and ecol ogi cal
di sruption that will result fromthis project is
conpl etely unnecessary. W can find a better way to
provide energy to Long Island and to our region if it’s
necessary and it is our collective duty to do so.

When you consider this permt application
pl ease consider the clear public policy value that the
Connecticut Legislature and the people of Connecticut have
pl aced on our environnental assets. And we ask you when
deci di ng whether to grant this permt application to
choose to respect the choices that we have nmade
collectively as a conmunity to respect our environmental
assets, not to respect those choices made by a conpany
that seeks to profit fromthe exploitation of our
envi ronment .

Thank you for considering our point.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ladi es and gent | enen
| asked everybody to follow our official -- and that is to
be polite. Please do not interrupt, no applause. W have
a lot of people who want to be heard and they' re all
getting tired of waiting.

Qur next speaker will be State
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Representative R chard Roy, who will be followed by State
Representative Larry Ml |l er

REPRESENTATI VE Rl CHARD ROY: Thank you.
State Representative Richard Roy, 23 Howe Street in
MIlford. M town knows what it’s |ike to have a pipeline
go through. 10 years ago the Iroquois |ine went through,
we still have barren shellfish beds there. Please do not
send this one and put a barren shellfish bed on the east
si de of New Haven Har bor.

Rat her than go through sone alternatives,
|1l give you that in witing, what | would like you to
consider is a zoning map for Long |sland Sound.
Everything we do shoreward is guided by a zoning map of
the communities. Wat is a good use for this and? Wat
is a good use for this? Taking all of the entities,
putting pressure on Long Island Sound, we can devel op the
zoning map for Long Island Sound that will allow us to
nmake t he best use and protect our future, the future of
Long I sl and Sound.

Pl ease consider that. Bring it around and
then we can nove forward with a nunber of projects,
especially those that are beneficial to Connecticut and
Long Island Sound. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The
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next speaker is State Representative Larry MIler, who
will be followed by Representative Pat Wdlitz.

REPRESENTATI VE LARRY M LLER  Good eveni ng.

M/ nane is Larry MIller, I’mState Representative for the
town of Stratford, which is a shoreline community. And

| " mhere to speak not for the State of Connecticut, but |
know that 3.4 mllion people, residents of the State are
opposed to any destruction of Long Island Sound’ s
ecosystem

That’s what the |Islander East project wll
do. Just look at the 10-year-old Iroquois pipeline,
not hing has grown in that area of the pipeline. The sane
thing will happen to the floor of the Sound where the
| sl ander East path is proposed. New York has not built a
power generator facility in 10 years and now i S using
Connecticut’s Long Island Sound as a free pathway to get
power to Long I sl and.

Long Island has rejected all proposals to
install generators on the Island. Long |Island has even
sued the State of New York for proposing even a tenporary
44 nmegawatt di esel portable generator in that area. Mke
no m stake, power will be for Long Island and New York
Cty, not Connecticut.

| would ask that the Corps reject this
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proposal and | ook at the inpact of the Iroquois Pipeline,
whi ch has damaged the ecosystemin that particul ar area.
Long Island Sound is too valuable a resource. Connecti cut
uses Long Island Sound for fishing, sw nmng, boating,
sunbat hing and a host of other activities and is one of
the nost significant assets of our State. W should not
be the doormat for the State of New York and | woul d hope
that you do reject this.

And | just want to say that we have three
ganbl i ng casinos -- two ganbling casinos in Connecticut,

t he Mohegan Sun and Foxwoods. Long Island Sound is now a
pl ace where mllions of dollars are being spent to keep

t he oystermen and the | obsternen from sayi ng anyt hi ng
negative about this particular pipeline. And | hope you
reject it.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speak Representative Pat Wdlitz who will be followed by
Represent ative Peter Panaroni

REPRESENTATI VE PAT WDLITZ: Thank you and
good evening. May nanme is Pat Wdlitz. | amthe
Connecticut State Representative for the 98" District,

t hr ough whi ch the proposed project is planned. And al so
as Co-Chair of the Connecticut General Assenbly’s

Envi ronment Conmittee I’ mhere tonight in total agreenent
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with and support of the Connecticut Attorney General, the
Connecti cut Departnent of Environmental Protection and the
peopl e of Branford in oppositions to Islander East’s
appl i cation.

Wil e the Islander East project threatens
to negatively inpact open space, highland wetlands, 18
wat er bodi es and Long Island Sound, a special concern is
the inmpact on the magnificent Thinble Islands, which are
not only a tourismmagnet, but al so support diverse
habitats for waterfow , birds and even seals. Wthin the
path of the project are conmercial and recreationa
shel | fish beds. Connecticut has already, as we’ ve heard,
experienced the degradation of oyster beds fromthe
I roquois Pipeline in 1991. To this day the shellfish beds
inits path have never recovered.

In its proposal |slander East plans to use
hori zontal directional drilling to penetrate the fl oor of
the Sound. In the event that this nethod is unsuccessful,
there is a lack of information regarding alternative
construction and the resulting environnental inpact.

There is al so concern that during the HDD construction
that drilling fluid, bentonite, could be released into the
wat ers of the Sound placing the shellfish in peril. In

his July 30'" |etter to Islander East our DEP Conmi ssi oner
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Arthur Rocque stated, and | quote, “That the activities as
proposed by |slander East in the proposed | ocation would
cause significant adverse inpacts to coastal resources and
wat er dependent uses and woul d therefore be inconsistent
with the enforceable policies of the Connecticut Coast al
Zone Managenent Plan.” The Conm ssioner is here this
eveni ng.

" mgoing to | eave you copi es of
Connecticut Legislation that we have worked diligently on
during the past session to devel op a conprehensive
pl anni ng process for energy projects that are sited with a
hi gher standard for those that go underwater through the
Sound to make a qualification that they neet the highest
standard of public need and to al so assure that there are
cunul ative inpacts assessed and that those will be
scrutinized carefully.

"1l close by saying | strongly oppose this
proposed project as it blatantly ignores the clearly
docunented public policy goals of the State of
Connecticut. It is in direct conflict with Connecticut’s
Federal | y approved Coastal Zone Managenent Act, does not
provi de adequate information on alternative construction
nmet hodol ogi es, does not give adequate consideration to

alternatives sites. The potential inpact of this proposal
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on water quality, shellfish and shellfish beds, tida
wet | ands and the Public Trust of Long Island Sound, an
estuary of National significance, is devastating. W
should all stand firmin a resounding no to this project.

Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’am  The

next speaker is State Representative Peter Panaroni, who
will be foll owed by Robert Snook, representing -- from
Attorney General Blunmenthal’s office.

REPRESENTATI VE PETER PANARONI :  Thank you
very much. M nane is Peter Panaroni. |'mfromthe 102"
District, Branford, I’'mthe State Representative here.
And | want to thank you for having this hearing tonight.
And | want to personally welconme you to the best little
town by the Sound, Branford. Please keep it that way.
Don’t allow this to happen.

As you have heard before nme, and you will
hear after me, many comments about how terrible this
pipeline is and howit’'s going to effect one of the nost
beauti ful pieces of sound devotion of |and, our Sound.
And it’s sonething that is not needed. It is of no
benefit to the town of Branford. You ve heard what the
statenment placed in Stratford fromour Representatives in

that area. You will see a diverse group of individuals
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here who will speak opposed and you will see sone of
course in favor.

But pl ease take into consideration what
this is going to do to our beautiful Sound. It happened
in Stratford. W have seen the fishing, nothing has cone
back. This is something that is not necessary. As you
heard from Doc Qunther, there are alternative ways to
bring gas out to Long Island other than com ng across our
Sound.

It’s a beautiful, beautiful ocean out
there. Please don't allowit to be disturbed. Thank you
very rmuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The
next speaker, Robert Snook from Attorney General
Bl unenthal s office and he’ll be followed by Comnm ssioner
Art Rocque fromthe Connecticut Department of Environnent
Prot ecti on.

MR ROBERT SNOOK: Good evening. M nane
is Robert Snook fromthe Attorney General’s Ofice,
representing M. Blunenthal, whose schedul ed does not
permt himto be here tonight.

He has prepared a 17-page coment, which |
will be submtting and so | won't go over the two m nutes

| will be reading fromthe first page of the coments,
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which is safe.

“The |slander East pipeline is an
environnental nightrmare, literally the worst case in the
worse place. A location | ess acceptable would be
i npossible to find. The project poses a direct and
substantial threat to critical ecosystemresources in the
Long Island Sound. |Its pernmanent harns clearly outweigh
any specul ative benefit fromhaving a duplicative pipeline
to Long Island.

Even if there is a valid need sonetinme for a new
pi peline, the planned route is unnecessarily and
unacceptably harnful, indeed, arguably the worst potenti al
route across the Sound. Every relevant regul atory agency
has agreed that the inpacts are severe and that a
preferable alternative exists. The DEP' s recent denial of
Coastal Zone Managenment Act permt in a separate decision
yesterday, tentatively denying a water quality permt,
pertain to the new and i nproved revised version of the
| sl and East project and reinforces the conclusion that not
only are the environnental inpacts of this project
particularly severe, the uniquely sensitive |ocation
renders it inpossible to conduct this type of activity in
this area.

Therefore, under Section 404 of the d ean
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Water Act, this permt nust be denied. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you, sir. The
next speaker is Conm ssioner Art Rocque of the Connecti cut
Department of Environnental Protection, will be foll owed
by R ck Goodw n, Town Chairman for Branford.

MR ART ROCQUE: Cood evening. M nane is
Art Rocque and |’ m Comm ssi oner of Environnental
Protection. |If you need real estate ny staff will be of
assi stance (indiscernible, laughter).

The guidelines that 1’mgoing to refer to
were submtted to your record and are a part of that
record and 1’ Il just sunmarize it. Under Section 307 of
t he Coastal Zone Managenent Act, the Federal Coastal Zone
Managenent Act which denied certification of this project
in Cctober of 02, it was appeal ed i n Novenber of that
year and as you’' ve heard it already and as you well know
we deni ed certification.

A good faith attenpt has been nade by both
the Applicant and your staff as well as ny staff and the
staff of both Federal resource agencies to try and inprove
this project. | think that what we have here is we
actually have a relatively sinple problembut a very
difficult solution

Sinply put the corridor is unacceptable.
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Based on both lost -- and direct inpact and indirect

i npact to coastal resources, as well as the neasurenent of
(i ndi scernible) and future water dependent resources. Qur
standards are in statute. | understand there’'s likely to
be appeals to the Secretary of Commerce, we're fairly used
to that process, and suspect we will prevail. Should we
prevail of course Federal permts cannot issue.

W also think there are two other points
t hat should be nmade here. The first is, in our viewthis
project is not exenpt from State regul atory prograns and
State regulatory jurisdiction. The Applicant admtted as
much by submtting to that jurisdiction, but then failing
to conclude the application and revi ew process.

And | ast but not least, | don’t believe and
| feel that the Attorney General agrees with ne, he
certainly expressed that the Federal Energy and Regul atory
Conmi ssi on enjoys (indiscernible) here on Long Island
Sound.

The project area in Connecticut, and New
York for that matter, is public trust tidal |ands in which
we have a proprietary interest. There are no Federal
preenpted statutes that apply in this sense. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. The

next speaker is R ck Goodwin, who will be foll owed Robert
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Denhardt, Third Sel ect man of Branford.

MR RICK GOODWN.  Good evening. |'mthe
Republ i can Town Chairnman here in Branford. And nmy nanme is
Rick Goodwin, | live at 43 Linden Avenue.

You' ve heard a |lot of testinmony so far from
peopl e that are pretty inpressive. | want to use a
different factor. | want to use the cute factor. This is
a seal that cones right here in Branford and this was
taken at Quter Island about a year ago. FERC and the
peopl e that work with themsaid that they don't need to
get any permts for the issue surrounding the Marine
Mamal Act of 1972 because they said, there’s no seals
here. Wll, guess what? They re here.

W had industry that is based on taking
tourists around and showi ng themthese wonderful aninmals
that are here basically fromthe m ddl e of Septenber
t hrough somewhere around May 1%'. In any case, | hope that
you Wi ll deny this permit. This just one of the aninmals
that will be effected by this. Cbviously, there’'ll be a
heck of a |lot nore. Thank you for com ng and do the right
t hi ng.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Robert Demmarot, Third Sel ectman, Branford will

be followed by Carl Bal estracci.
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MR ROBERT DENHARDT: Thank you. M nane
is Robert Denhardt. | live at 26 Wldwod Drive. |'mthe
First Selectman in the town of Branford.

There are several things that concern ne
about the Islander East proposal. A pretty basic one
however is safety. W'’'re running a pipeline parallel to,
or close to the proximty of a railroad track. |’ve seen
not hing that shows the potential hazard of a railroad
track and a pipeline adjacent to each other.

They run the pipeline right next to, or
right close to the Witewood School, again another hazard
or safety thing, which concerns me very much. The
envi ronnental issue has been covered very conpl etely by
ot her speakers so far today.

The third thing that concerns ne is | have
never seen anything that |slander East has done to show e
anything different. They have not done anything as far as
drilling through Stony Creek granite to run their pipe.
The only comment | got the last time | brought this
guestion up was, well, if we can’t run through the granite
then we’ Il go ahead and do the other nmeasure, which is
dredging. Either way we're going to, you know, create a
| ot of problens. But until they can prove to ne that they

can run that pipeline dowmn through Stony Creek granite and
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then do their other drilling without any deformation to
beds and so forth, | amconpletely opposed to this
project. And | appreciate you deep consi deration towards
| ack of approval. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker Donal d Bal estracci, First Selectman town of
Quilford foll owed by Vincent Candel ora.

COURT REPORTER  Can you spell your | ast
nane?

MR DONALD BALESTRACCI: Good evening. My
nane is Donal d (appl ause and | aughter). Most peopl e just
call me M. B. or (indiscernible) and I amyour First
Sel ectman of Quilford. |1’mhere tonight as the First
Sel ect men representing Branford’ s nei ghbors, the people of
Quilford. This issue is not Branford's, but one which al
t he peopl e of Connecticut are vitally concerned.

From Greenwi ch to Stonington our people
have asked for a very sinple process to be followed. W
have asked our Legislature and they have al nost
unani nously supported us in enacting a noratoriumuntil
the followi ng can be provided. W want a needs assessnent
of the total anount and nunber of power |ines, gas,
electric and any others that would satisfactorily serve

both the people of Long Island and Connecti cut.
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Two, we would like a plan devel oped that
woul d provide the | east nunber of pipelines to provide the
necessary power that will have a mninal inpact on our
envi ronment and our natural resources. W understand that
the Arny Corps has been requested to review this pipeline
proposal yet again, by the highest echel ons of our Federal
governnment. W fully understand the awesone specter of
that request and the inpact it has upon your Departnent,
but we ask you to join us in preserving the integrity of
our water, our |land and our natural resources.

W ask you to do this not just for us, but
for the next generation and those that will follow Not
for the next election, but for the future of us all.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker is Vincent Candel ora.

MR VI NCENT CANDELCRA: Vi ncent Candel ora,
Town Council, town of North Branford. On behalf of the
town of North Branford | wish to congratulate the Corps in
exerci sing | eadership by standing (indiscernible) of their
review in assessing the wider environnental inpact of this
pr oj ect.

W asked for this hearing to eval uate the

impacts to water qualities, water supply, environnenta
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wet | ands and the wel fare of the people of North Branford.

Wiile inland fromthe Long Island Sound,
part of Islander East North Branford crosses in areas of
significant secondary inpacts. The pipeline is proposed
to cross and disturb an area of pre-existing groundwater
contam nation with the presence of PCE. Connecticut’s
Department of Health has determ ned that exposure to
groundwat er contam nated with PCE can cause |iver or
ki dney damage.

The Connecticut Departnent of Environnental
Protection was so concerned by this contamnation that a
few years ago they had R dgeville Associates as a
consultant to assess the site. R dgeville Associates
advi sed agai nst further disturbance or testing of the
contam nated site to prevent the spread of a pollution
f oam and docunenting the PCE's that was in question. By
di sturbing the pollution foam|slander East wants to risk
its inpacting | ocal potable water supplies and reaching
Long Island Sound from North Branford through a series of
(i ndi scernible).

Even anongst the presence of the
under ground pol lution foamoutlined by Islander East can
upset the delicate balance of water flowto private wells

that many of our residents enjoy. Further, if the
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proposed project crosses this designated watershed for the
South Central Regional Water Authority. The project wll
al so prove detrinmental to Cedar Pond and downstream

Li ndsey Pond, which possess uni que environnent al
characteristics as it’s identified by the State of
Connecticut’s National Diversity Database.

In summary, as proposed this entire project
suffers frompoor planning and we are afraid it will also
result in poor public policy that proves no benefit to our
conmunity or the State of Connecticut. It is clear that
this project destroys the natural resources of this area,
is not environmentally sound and runs counter to the
envi ronnental preservation and conservation policies of
the town and the State of Connecticut.

Expressed nore sinply, we view this project
as a project devel oped -- excuse ne, we view this project
as a devel opnent by nandate and not by design.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Thank you sir. Next
speaker, John Lust, Branford Town Pl anni ng and Zoni ng
Ofice. He'll be followed by John Opie, Branford RTM
Second District.

MR JOHN LUST: Good evening. My nane is
John Lust. |’m Planning and Zoni ng Conm ssioner and |I'm

current Chair of Branford’ s Blue R bbon Committee to study
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this pipeline. The town enjoys an open channel of
conmuni cati on with your Agency and we appreciate that.
1”11 be brief.

Two itens 1'd like to address tonight. The
first is allowing Applicants to use best case nodeling in
their applications. 1'd like to think that we’ve |earned
that this doesn’t work | ooking at |Iroquois and now | ooki ng
at the HUB Line Project. The HUB Line Project | believe
was supposed to be done in May and it’s still ongoing. |
don’'t have to tell you the problens that they ve incurred.

| sl ander East is using the winter of 2001-2002 as a
nodel . That’s obviously atypical and can’t be relied on
to duplicate itself when this pipeline is proposed to go
t hr ough.

Secondly, I'd like to address |slander’s
nost recent nodification to their application. The
shal | ow burying technique with riprap overlay just is not
a good idea. It puts the pipeline much too close to the
surface. The riprap covering totally destroys acres of
productive ethnic (phonetic) area. And it -- because of
that it’lIl interrupt any comrercial shellfishing activity
inthe area. This particular area happens to be recently
approved as Branford’ s conmercial shellfishing area and so

it’s going to displace the water-dependent use. It’s
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going to pernmanently destroy that area of the Sound and
it’s going to present navigational hazards as
shel | fishermen try and nmani pul ate their way around area
with their raking and dredging rigs.

Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, John Qpie, followed by Chris Sullivan, Branford
Conservation Environnmental Conmi ssion.

MR JOHN OPIE: Good evening. M nane is
John Qpie and | live at nunber 15 Buena Vista Road in
Stony Creek, anong sone of that aforementioned Stony Creek
granite.

|"d Iike to voice ny opposition to the
| sl ander East Pipeline proposal as a Branford resident and
as an RTMrepresentative fromthe Second District through
whi ch the project would run. |’ mneither an environnental
expert nor civil engineer, but mnmy objections are based
solely on conmon sense and logic. | submt to you that
t he |slander East project as proposed is entirely based on
corporate greed and not civic need.

| fully conprehend and appreciate the
concept and need for sharing of our energy resources
through a distribution grid system |’msure that the

town of Branford and the State of Connecticut wll always
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be willing participants when the need justifies the
sacrifice. |In the case of |Islander East the civic need
has not been proven to bal ance the environnental havoc it
will cause.

This past winter was about as severe as
winters get in New England. |If there were real need for
nore of natural gas on Long Island the evening news woul d
have carried stories of residents facing energy-rel ated
hardshi ps rather than commercial advertisenents extolling
the virtues of nodern gas heat and encouragi ng oi
custoners to convert.

I f inmprovenents are in fact needed to the
distribution systema far nore sensible solution would be
the m d-Sound |inkage to the Iroquois system Wile the
corporate profits of Duke Energy and Keyspan may be
sonewhat | ess than hoped by their managenent, the m ssion
will be acconplished and the nmajority of environnental
destruction will be avoided. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Chris Sullivan who will be followed by Christine
WA-NE-RK-Aor WA-NE-RL-L-A |"mnot sure.

MR CHRIS SULIVAN H. M nane is Chris
Sullivan. 1’ma nmenber of Branford s Conservation and

Envi ronment Conmi ssion and |’ m opposed to the pipeline
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pr oj ect.

The |sl ander East pipeline proposal is
i nherently flawed and I’ m strongly opposed to the
continuation of the project and request you, the Arny
Corps, to deny the permts requires for sections of the
Rivers and Harbors Act and the O ean Water Act. The
| argest concern | have of this proposal is the strong
i kel i hood of negative inpacts on the |ocal Harbor and
Gray Seal populations. These aninals inhabit the area and
on and around the Thinble Islands at various tines
t hr oughout the year with individuals remaining all year
long. A recent March 2003 survey docunented 44 seals off
of CQuter Island.

Bot h Harbor and Gray Seal s are protected
under the Marine Manmal Protection Act. This Act
establ i shed a noratoriumon taking and inportation of
marine mamals. Wthin the Act taking is defined as, to
harass, hunt, capture, kill or attenpt to harass, hunt,
capture or kill. This Act also defines two types of
harassment. Type Bis the nost inportant in terns of
rel evance toward the Islander East proposal. This type of
harassment is defined as having potential to disturb a
marine mamal in the wild by causing disruption of

behavi oral patterns, including but not limted to
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m gration, breeding, feeding and sheltering. The key to
this passage is having the potential to disturb.

Since seals are relatively shy creatures
and are easily disturbed I believe that the noise fromthe
drilling and other pipeline related activities will result
in many seals leaving the area. Not only will this be a
probl em ecol ogi cal |y, but economically as well. There is a
conpany in Branford that runs tours specifically to see
the seals. |If there are no seals, there are no tours
resulting in less tourist noney into our |ocal econony.

In a recent letter fromthe DEP the Thinble
| sl anders were recogni zed as one of our four prinmary seal
haul out sights in Connecticut. This fact is sited from
the Norwal k Aquariumand | will submtting sone photos of
these seals with ny witten conments.

Wth the Thi nbl es being recogni zed as a
primary haul out site it seens to refute the findings in
the FEI'S from National Marine Fishery Service that the
majority of the seals in Long Island Sound are found in
ot her areas near concentrations of anadronous fishes.

Wth several large freshwater streans and rivers in the
| ocal area | would al so expect to find several of these
fish species in waters off Branford at various tines

during the year. 1In fact, a recent fish |adder viability
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survey di scovered evidence of alewife and herring at the
base of the Supply Pond Dam here in Branford. Both of

t hese types of fish are anadronobus and potential food
sources for the seals.

And | see ny red light is up, so I'll just
submt the rest in witing.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you, sir. Next
speaker, could you pl ease pronounce and spell your | ast
nane pl ease?

M5. CHRI STI NE WANERKA:  Sure.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Wio will be foll owed
by Jonat han Walters.

M5. WANERKA: It’s Christine Wanerka, and
| " m speaki ng for the League of Wnen Voters of East Shore.

| m Chai rman of the Branford Unit.

| wish only to reiterate the position that
we have taken for the past al nbst nine nonths now and t hat
is as follows. Since the proposed |slander East Pipeline
woul d contradict the majority of our positions we nust
oppose it. | have submtted a sunmary of these positions
as it has been printed in the |ocal papers to the
recorder.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Anthony DaRos who will be foll owed by
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Jonat han Wl ters.

MR ANTHONY DaROS: (Good eveni ng and
wel cone to Branford. |’mthe First Sel ectman of the town
of Branford, Anthony DaRos. | live at 27 Watrous Avenue.

As you know, this is one of many public
neetings we’ve had. The first was two years ago | ast week
when | called a special neeting of the Board of Sel ectnen
to provide the public with its first real chance to obtain
i nformati on from Duke Energy’s representatives. That was
necessary because the public information session that Duke
hel d several weeks earlier was an insult. They provided
no substantive informati on and m srepresented thensel ves.

More than two years later nothing' s
changed. You were copied too on the DEP Conmm ssi oner
Rocque’s letter |ast week denying the CZMP consi st ency
certification. Not only did that |etter deny
certification, but it reached the sane concl usion that the
town’ s Blue R bbon Conmttee reached in Cctober 2001. That
the application is inconplete and insufficient. Nothing
has changed, regardl ess of how nmany tines it’'s been
nodi fi ed.

It’s been like this fromthe beginning.
The m nutes fromour Selectnen’'s neeting reflect that Duke

was unabl e, perhaps unwilling, to answer even basic
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guestions such as the anount of the bond they woul d post,
what they plan to do if the underwater drilling didn't
wor k, or even what kind of certificate they were asking of
FERC in the application.

The sane thene prevail ed t hroughout the
hearings by the town’s Blue R bbon Cormmittee. If you
haven't read that report | will be submtting this copy
for your record. After five nights of testinony and
hundreds of hours of review and study the Conmmttee
reported that Duke’s plans were unable to neet even our
| ocal building, zoning and environnental conpliance
standards, mainly because there wasn’t enough information
in the application. W weren't |ooking for quantity, but
guality, and found none. If you would Iike the
transcripts fromthose hearings | would gladly provide
them for you.

Branford does not have the financial
resources that Duke and Keyspan have. W can’'t hire
| obbyi sts and others to nmount a canpai gn agai nst them
They have spent nore than $25, 000,000 so far. W’ ve spent
tens of thousands of hours of volunteers’ time and energy
studyi ng these issues. But we're realistic and know t hat
we can’'t match Duke’s noney and influence and that the

playing field is not |evel.
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So the issue becones, and this is the
i ssue, who acts for the public trust? Certainly not Duke
Energy or Keyspan. Their sole objective is to nake as
much noney as possible no matter what the environnental or
econom c cost. That’'s why they even refuse to consider
any alternative routes, even though they d be | ess
envi ronnent al | y danmagi ng.

I n each of the previous public hearings
dozens of citizens made public statenents. You can expect
that again tonight. Throughout all these hearings |
cannot recall a single voice that supported this plan.
Toni ght may be different.

Duke and Keyspan have worked hard to
ingrate thenselves with the business conmunity. Have paid
tens of thousands of dollars to a variety of newspapers
for their ink and even conducted a shamtel ephone survey
| ast nonth. So don't be surprised if you hear soneone say
that they think the pipeline folks have all the right
answers. Just know that it’s the first tinme such
statenments are bei ng nmade and are not based on any
obj ective analysis of the plan.

And again, | want to thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next

speaker, Jonathan Walters who will be followed by John
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Smth. Once again, if you have lengthy witten statenents
pl ease sumarize it to a two-mnute limtation. An
addi ti onal stenographer is available in the registration

area Wth no tine restrictions.

MR JONATHAN WATERS: |’ m Jonat han Waters.
| represent RTM Second District, Stony Creek. [|’malso
an oyster farmer fromStony Creek. | wish to read to you

an excerpt froma paper published August 1%, 2003 an
article in the Meriden Connecticut Record Journal. It’s
attributed to M. John Sheriden of Duke Energy and
| sl ander East.

Sheriden asserts that the construction of
the pipeline will not have | ong-terminpact on shellfish.
The pipeline will be installed 100 feet bel ow t he seabed,
a process that will mnimze inpact to shellfish beds and
other environnmentally sensitive areas. Any inpact will be
short termhe said. Qher activities including the
nmet hods fishermen use to dredge cl am beds cause nore
destruction for |onger periods of tine.

Sheriden al so took exception to the DEP s
assertion that the plan would harmoysterismin the Sound.
There are no oysters in the Sound, Sheriden said.
| sl ander East has scanned the seabed with a robot and it’s

found no oysters.
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Vell, this afternoon | harvested this
beauty, along with a few of his or her brothers and
sisters fromLot 168. That’s within the pipeline corridor
and it’s within 100 feet of the proposed pipeline. 1'd
also like to point out that shellfishing activity is a
historically water dependent use. |slander East Pipeline
is not. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker is John Smth who will be followed by Dr. Lance
Stewart.

MR JOHN SMTH:  Thank you. | want to
wel cone the Corps here to our small town of Branford. MW
name is John Smth and | live at 104 Shore Drive in Short
Beach, which is a conplete opposite side of where this
pipeline is going to be going into. I'mthe majority
| eader of the RTM which is the Representative Town
Meeting, which is our formof governnent, selected to the
RTM  There’s 30 nenbers that are elected fromthe
district. And we’re unaninously opposed to this pipeline.

Over the last two years we have seen no
econom c, social, or political, or environmental benefit
fromthis proposed pipeline and the gas transm ssion. You
will not help economcally but on short-termthrough job

creation for pipe fitters and that type of thing. It has
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no long-termjob creation, which is needed across the
whol e country, but in our town right now.

It environmentally inpacts on | ands that
the RTM and the Branford Land Trust have worked over the
course of 40 years to preserve as a natural habitat for
peopl e for wal ki ng and passive type of recreation. It
wi Il inpact al so because it’s going to run along a
railroad track that has houses that abut it and school s
that abut it, which present a 24-inch pipe full of gas a
potential for trenmendous hazard.

But nore inportantly, or alnost inportantly
it ends up going into Stony Greek and the Thinbl e Isl ands.
And that is really -- the water is what the majority of

the people of Branford are here for. |It’s part of the
soci oeconom ¢ climate, the anbi ance of the town, and that
will inpact. Jonathan Waters is one of our guys that
stills works down there and nakes noney clam ng off of

t hat .

And you’' ve heard fromour friends in
Stratford who have been here and have seen the results for
10 years and it’s been a negative effect, extrenely
negative effect. So | want to welcone you to our town. |
want to wel cone you to our renovated hi gh school, which

comes fromour hard-earned tax dollars. And as nenbers of

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

65
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

t he government and representatives of the Corps, | hope
that you would listen to the snall people, the people in
this town and the inpact this proposed pipeline would have
and do the right thing. Do the thing that says this is
not an appropriate tinme. It doesn't justify it
economcally fromthe needs of gas on Long Island Sound
and nost certainly has a trenendous potential of inpacting
our environment and the way of life that we have here.

And | thank you for your tine.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Dr. Lance Stewart followed by R chard Shanahan

DR LANCE STEWART: Yes. |1'd like to thank
the Corps of Engineers for entertaining comments. And I
will reiterate a viewthat |I’ve nade at hearings in the
past before FERC and al so the public hearings here, that
"1l give you ny perspective.

|"ma marine biologist with the University
of Connecticut. For 35 years |’ve spent countless hours
on the water diving in habitats, doing research on
| obster, (indiscernible) Managenent Program for 15 years.
Part of the perspectives | see is a lack of attention by
the Applicant to really address narine biol ogical issues.
Speci es that have been sited are erroneous or the

predom nant ones have been i gnored.

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

66
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Q her issues are the extrene inportance of
habitat. |’ve served with Senator @Qunther on the United
States Marine Fisheries Conm ssion for the |ast eight
years. | co-chair the Habitat Conmittee for that state
representative body fromMine to Florida. Essential fish
habitat is part of the Magnuson Act Mandate, not
considered here at all. Habitat locations for |obsters
that are known to be clustered in environnments through the
25-mle route haven't even been pre-reconnai ssanced at
all.

The other inportant issue that we bring up
scientifically several tines over the last two years is
that very little is known about trench ecology. That pit
in the ocean floor that entrains aninals, larvae. Al the
ani mal cycles that renew the bountiful species that we
have as adults have to start with larval benthic
envi ronnents and the entrai nnent, entraprment, the anoxic
condi tions that could occur in trench environments have
not been investigated. Even in many of the pre-approved
projects that have already occurred, |ike the HUB Line.
Essential research has to be done in this arena.

And | would just offer a word suggestion
that you take the vigilance that you did with the dredge

material projects that were of National defense and apply
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t he sane neasure or standard of oversight to this project,
or any of the future ones. W know there are about 10
proposed, not just this one. So we have a lot of work to
do to understand the issues that they will have on our
envi ronnent. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next

speaker, Richard Shanahan foll owed by G nda Cash from

Stony Creek.

MR RI CHARD SHANAHAN. M/ nane is Richard
Shanahan. |1'mhere to tonight to speak as Vice President
for the Branford Land Trust. |’malso speaking on behal f

of Joan Marek, who is President of the Land Trust who
could not nmake it here tonight.

The Branford Land Trust is a totally
vol unteer non-profit organi zati on supported by the
citizens and businesses of Branford. Land is entrusted to
the Land Trust with the expectations that it will be
protected as open space for the benefit of future
gener at i ons.

Wth a popul ation density of over 1,300
peopl e per square mle the true value of our properties
are inpossible to calculate. They protect the air and
water quality of our comunity as well as Long Island

Sound. They provide habitat for wildlife and fauna. They
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provide for recreation. They provide buffers between

comrercial, industrial, and residential areas. As the few

remai ni ng parcels of private | and are bei ng devel oped, the
val ue of these protected properties increase.

Unfortunately, |slander East is |ooking at
these protected properties only in a purely econom c sense
as, quote, unguote, uninproved | and and ignores many of
the intangible values. As a result, it is very ironic
that the very properties that the residents of Branford
have worked so hard to acquire and protect over the years,
have now becone prinme targets for utility right of ways
and em nent domai n proceedi ngs because they are the
cheapest to acquire and devel op and thus nmaxi m ze the
profits for these conpani es.

The only reason we're here tonight is
because |Islander East is attenpting to nmaximze profits
for their parent conpany and sharehol ders. They do not
care for the residents or businesses of Long Island
anynore than they care for the residents of Branford. |
can say this with conviction because there are indeed
ot her environnmentally | ess damaging alternatives to this
pr oposal

Qur properties have been placed in trust.

Devel oprent of these properties in any nmanner, but
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especially for private econonmc gain, is a violation of
that trust. Speaking on behalf of the Branford Land
Trust, we are adanantly opposed to this project.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Gnda -- is that correct? Cash?

M5. C NDA CASH.  Yes.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  To be fol |l oned by
St ephen Dudl ey. M anf?

M5. CASH H. M nane is Cnda Cash and |
live at 33 Buena Vista Road in Stony Creek and |'m a
Second District Representative to the RTM

The proposed pipeline hits the famlies in
the Second District very hard and that’s why |’ m here
today to speak out against this proposal. The proposed
pi peline benefits no one in Branford. Furthernore, it is
potentially dangerous to our citizens and our children.
This is not one of those, not in ny backyard issues, this
is an environnent and public safety issue. And | submt
to you it’s also a political issue.

Connecticut’s DEP deni ed |slander East
approval to nove forward with their plan. Then I|slander
East canme back again after dealing with the Federal
governnment and t hey were denied again by Connecticut’s

DEP. The file was closed. But they re back again. They
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sinply will not take no for an answer. Wy? Because they
feel they have the backing of a Federal admnistration
that is pro big business and anti community. They need
this project to help grow their conpany for profit.

| sl ander East and it’s parent conpanies are
part of a very large U S. corporate energy | obbying
industry at the Federal level. There is no doubt that
this attack on our adored Branford and Long Island Sound
will continue for sonme time. We will be bold, strategic
and continue to be focused on ending this terrible attack
on our conmunity.

As RTM nmenbers we will help lead the fight
agai nst this big business taking over our conmunity. W
nmust stand firmand as a community we will. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’am  The
next speaker, Stephen Dudley foll owed by Kyle Nel son.

MR STEPHEN DUDLEY: Good evening. M nane
is Stephen Dudley. |’mthe Town Engi neer for the town of
Branford and have served in capacity for 17 years. |’'m
al so a |icensed professional engineer and | and surveyor in
the State of Connecticut.

Two years ago the town of Branford held
public hearings and neetings concerning the |Islander East

Pi peline proposal. At those public hearings | raised
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several issues concerning the lack of information on

speci fics of construction, pipeline route, inpacts on town
facilities and utilities, as well as environnental

saf equards. To date ny office has not been contacted by

| sl ander East to provide any additional information to
address these concerns. W remain concerned that these

i mportant issues will not be addressed.

The Applicant’s |ack of action and
unwi | i ngness to provide the information to the town is
even nore troubling now than it was two years ago. After
over 30 years in the civil engineering profession it is
beyond ny conprehensi on how a project of this magnitude
can proceed to this point on mninmal and at best schematic
pl ans. Standard engi neering procedure is to prepare far
nore detail ed plans and investigations than have been
di scl osed by Islander East. These should before all
| evel s of governnment for review and comment. The
statenments by |slander East that they will address any
guestions in the future are unacceptable. The answers
shoul d be here now.

In closing, | ask the sane question that |
posed two years ago and which remai ns unanswered. What
nmechani sm exi sts, or can exist that will assure that the

i ssues raised now and in the future are addressed to the

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

72
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

town’s satisfaction as the design is refined and
construction undertaken? The protection of Branford' s
infrastructure and environnental resources rests upon the
process utilized to answer that question.

And beyond ny professional capacity, as an
i ndividual 1’ m conpletely opposed to this project. Thank
you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Kyle Nelson followed by Anne Fortunato.

MR KYLE NELSON: Good evening. M name is
Kyle Nel son. |'ma lifelong resident of Branford, the 4'"
District RTM Representative here in town, Vice Chairnman of
the Branford Republican Town Comm ttee, nenber of the Bl ue
Ri bbon Commi ssi on and past Chairnman of the Branford
Shel | fi sh Conm ssi on.

| " mhere tonight to raise ny opposition to
this pipeline project on behalf of all of the above. The
negative inpacts of this pipeline on wildlife, fish,
shellfish in Branford | eads to one sinple conclusion. Not
in Branford. The Island East Project will damage and
destroy limted val uabl e shellfish resources. The damage
to these grounds has been supported in the July 29
deci si on by our own Connecticut Departnent of

Envi ronmental Protection, the details of which obviously

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

73
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

you' || be receiving a copy of, but I want to highlight a
coupl e of things.

Specifically in their findings and in the
Bl ue Ri bbon Conmmi ssion’s findings, the inpact to shellfish
beds al ong the grounds in Branford total about five acres
bei ng permanently altered or rendered unsuitable for
conmer ci al shel | fishing because of the cobble woul d
interfere in harvest technol ogies. And one of our
shel | fishnen already referred to that cobble as really not
bei ng anenabl e to replantation.

Yet |slander East says, we’'re going to nmake
it better. The fact is, Islander East has not provided a
viable nmeans to rectify the danage their pipeline will do
to our shellfish beds. These are a valuable resource in
the town of Branford. The town is |easing these
properties to commercial entities to offset revenues that
aren’t com ng back fromthe Federal governnment and the
State. And these revenues are in jeopardy, which nmeans
that our taxes as well as our cost of living will also be
i npacted by this project, |et alone the environnental
i mpacts that occur

As residents of Connecticut we do have an
obligation to participate in the regional grid of

devel oprment of energy, but at the sane tinme we shoul dn’t
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have to do it at a val uabl e environmental resource
jeopardy. | encourage you to |look at this application,
review it thoroughly and come to one concl usion that not
in Branford is the only answer. Thank you very much.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker Anne Fortunato foll owed by Becky Mars.

M5. ANNE FORTUNATQO |’ m Anne Fortunat o,
108 Cedar Knolls Drive and |’ ve been asked to read this
emai| that was sent to the Stop the Pipeline web site.

“I was surprised to learn that a pipeline
across Long Island Sound was depending on gas all the way
fromwhere | live in Nova Scotia, Canada. As soneone
interested in renewabl e energy and the environnent |
followed the natural gas exploration around Sabl e Island
in Nova Scotia. |’msurprised because all we here where |
live is there isn't enough Sable Gas to neet our own needs
and continue what we already export in a pipeline to Mine
and New Hanpshire.

Wiy? Because Shell Canada downgraded it’s
Sabl e Gas reserves. Shell says, new finds around the
Sabl e O fshore Energy project will be needed to keep the
present production |evel of about 530, 000,000 cubic feet a
day flowing to existing custonmers on the Maritinmes and

Nor t heast Pi pel i ne.
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Shell is partners with the Sable O fshore
Energy Project, which includes Mbil and Exxon. Shel
says gas production levels fromthe Sable Project are down
11.5 percent in the first half of 2003. The Sabl e
reserves are nore uncertain than originally thought. They
will take nmore work and nore noney to keep production up
at the 500, 000, 000 cubic feet per day range over the next
five to six years. Even if additional Scotian Shelf
di scoveries are made in the Sable area, they will only
help to stretch the existing production |evels beyond five
to six years.

Canada’ s National Energy Board even held a
hearing this spring into this serious |lack of gas in New
Brunswi ck after the governnent there becane concerned.
Shell twi ce has reduced its estimate of the total Sable
reserves bringing the nunber down from3.6 trillion cubic
feet to 2.3 trillion cubic feet. A newgas line called
Deep Panuke is now stalled while the oil comnpanies | ook
for nore gas. Even if it was developed it would only
provide 750 billion cubic feet of gas.”

" mgoing to skip down to, “If | read your
newspaper right, the people of Long Island and Connecti cut
were better informed, they would be asking the Arnmy Corps

of Engi neers and your FERC sone inportant questions |ike,
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Wiy are Duke Pipeline and Keyspan El ectricity seeking
approval to build a Long Island Sound pipeline, and a Long
| sl and generation plant depending on a new Nova Scotia Gas
supply that is not even discovered and proven up yet? And
what’ s nore, do they know even if a |large new gas
di scovery is nmade, it would be used to ensure the existing
flow rates fromthe existing Sable Project to existing
custonmers? | would think the National Energy Board of
Canada, which is the sane as your Federal Energy
Regul at ory Conm ssion, would insist that the existing
custonmers of Sable Gas who get deliveries fromthe
Maritimes and Northeast Pipeline are served first by any
new gas di scovery.

And even if a total of another two trillion
cubic feet is discovered off Nova Scotia it would take at
| east five years to get it to Connecticut. That’'s how
long it takes fromdi scovery to get the governnent
approval and to construct offshore production facilities
and new enl arged of fshore and onshore pipelines to carry
it all the way from Canada to Connecticut. |Is that 2008
or 2009 fromtoday?

So unfortunately, while we in Canada woul d
like to help our good U S. neighbors, it’s a nystery to ne

how we can do it with Sable Gas for quite sonetimne.
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Thank you very much. Next speaker, Becky Mars who will be
foll owed by Sherry Peterson. W’ve just received the sign
fromthe stenographer we need to take a break. If M.
Pet erson -- thank you. M an?

M5. BECKY MARS:. Hello. |’ m Becky Mars.
For two years now | have been an intervenor in the
| sl ander East Pipeline and FERC at the Connecticut Siting
| evels. | have read every word of the |Islander East
appl i cation and correspondence between intervenors and
interested parties. | have watched the regul atory process
for certifying cables and pipelines in the Northeast and
have seen various stages both inplenmentation and
abandonnent of the Cross Sound, HUB Line, Cross Bay and
M Il enni uns.

| amcertainly not an expert, but | see
three overwhel m ngly recurrent thenmes. Governnent
regul atory agencies do not have the staff and resources to
adequately deal with these enornous projects in a
proactive way to avoid environnmental inpacts to our |and
and water.

Two, while energy conpani es purport to be
environnental ly sensitive it is counterintuitive to expect

themto make | ess inpacting decisions. In fact, nost
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pi peline and cabl e applications are very broad and al |l ow
third party independent contractors to rmake naj or
deci sions about installation in the field.

Three, energy projects are often rubber
stanped for approval prior to scientific data collection,
data that woul d show how t hese very net hodol ogi es coul d
fail or be nore inpacting than stated in their
appl i cations.

Duke Energy’s HUB Line has a failed HDD, as
you know, which has del ayed this project for nonths. They
have | eft trenches open this sunmer and while incurring
fines from Massachusetts the damage is being done with no
recourse or solutions. Cearly HDD data was not
adequat el y assessed prior and open trenches during the
sumer were not included in the FEIS.

The Cross Sound Cabl e debacl e rendered a
cabl e usel ess even after damagi ng installation had been
done. Fracouts occurred and bentonite spills amassed in
our New Haven harbor. How much environnmental damage do we
need to incur to teach us that proactive scientific data
and correct siting of these utility infrastructures are
essential ?

The |slander East project is headed in the

sane direction. For exanple, FERC very specifically
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requested offshore borings to determne soil conpatibility
and success for the HDD. |1E said they would submt data
at a later date, but never did conplete the testing. FERC
gave IE their certification wi thout even re-requesting
this crucial information.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Time i s up.

M5. MARS: Ch, |I'msorry.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG Woul d you pl ease
submt the entire statenent for record?

M5. MARS: Ckay.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Qur next speaker is
Sherry Peterson following that we will go to a break

M5. SHERRY PETERSON. Good evening. M
nane is Sherry Peterson, 282 Pine Orchard Road, Branford,
Connecticut. |’ mspeaking as a representative for the
Pine Orchard Association, a letter that was submtted by
Jenni fer Ani skovich, the President of that association,
and if tine allows, ny own comments.

“On behalf of the Pine Orchard Association
| urge you to reject the proposal by Islander East to
construct a pipeline through Branford. As proposed, the
pipeline will cut through three protected Land Trust
properties, disrupt protected wetlands, deplete avail abl e

open space and drastically change the nature of a nunber
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of residential comunities.

Pine Orchard, a 100-year-old shoreline
conmunity, would be particularly devastated by the
pi peline. Through our |ocal association, the residents of
Pine Orchard have worked hard over the past century to
preserve the beauty, safety and ecol ogi cal bal ance of our
conmunity. W are sensitive to preserving Long |sland
Sound, protecting wetlands and naki ng sure that Pine
O chard is a healthy, safe and inviting comunity for
future generations.

As proposed, the pipeline would negatively
i mpact many uni que and vul nerabl e areas in Pine Ochard.
It would cross beneath Route 146, a state-designated
scenic highway. It would cut through the residential
nei ghbor hoods of Pl easant Point and Juni per Point,
creating a permanent hazard for generations of children
who will be raised here. It would continue into the Sound
at one of our nost ecologically sensitive points, just off
t he coast of Pine O chard, where shellfish are numerous
and the ecol ogical balance is at risk. The pipeline would
cut through the land that is protected by the | ocal Land
Trust and w eak havoc on the wetl ands.

W believe that the inpact on Pine Orchard

woul d be greatly disproportionate to any val ue the
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pi peline mght bring. W also believe that there are
ot her viable options for locating the pipeline in such a
way that human and ecol ogi cal danage coul d be m ni m zed.
Accordingly, the Pine O chard Associ ati on executive
Conm ttee, the governing board of the Association, has
adopted the followi ng resolution in opposition to the
| sl ander East Pipeline.

The Pine Orchard Association is strongly
opposed to the Islander East Pipeline proposal to build a
new 24-inch dianeter pipeline froman existing gas
transm ssion facility in North Haven through portions of
Branford. W believe the pipeline would inpact protected
wet | ands, take over open space, threaten the ecol ogical
bal ance in our shoreline comunity, disrupt residential
nei ghbor hoods and devalue the land in Pine Ochard. W
hereby urge the United States Arnmy Corps of Engineers to
reject this proposal.

Si ncerely, Jennifer Aniskovich, President,
Pine Orchard Association.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Ladi es and gentlenmen, we will take a break now. As a
rem nder, once again the stenographer will be available to
take your comments during the break without time limts.

Menbers of the nmedia need to check in with TimDugan
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(phonetic). If you wish to find out where you are in the
cue, please give your names to Sally R gione at the
registration table and she will have that information for
you prior to reconvening at approxinmately 10 after 9:00.

(O f the record)

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  The first speaker,
JimRutushni, will be followed by Frank Kinney.

MR JIMRUTUSHNI: Good evening. M nane
is JimRutushni. | represent the Shellfish Comm ssion of
Branford, Connecticut. And | live on 39 Lanphier Road in
Branford, Connecticut.

“I amwiting you to represent the views of
the Branford Shel |l fish Conm ssion regardi ng the Islander
Pipeline East. W the Shellfish Comm ssion, would |ike
the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to deny Islander East
their permt under Section 404 of the Cean Water Act.

Furthernmore, we entirely agree with DEP s
deci sion on July 29'" on the Federal coastal consistency --
on the Coastal Zoning Managenent Act. W the Shellfish
Conmi ssi on believe that the |Islander Pipeline East woul d
significantly and adversely harm both desi gnated and
undesi gnat ed shel |l fish beds in the Branford shellfish
grounds.

Desi gnat ed beds woul d be harnmed by the
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effects of the sedinment fromthe construction.

Undesi gnat ed beds, through which the pipeline is proposed
to pass directly through would irrevocably degrade and
destroy these beds.

Clearly the shellfish grounds offer
val uabl e econom ¢ use for local fishernen with potentia
revenues for the Town of Branford. Shellfishing in the
water -- the shellfishing is a water-dependent use from
this area and we’d like to keep it that way. The DEP
Conmi ssi oner, Arthur Rocque, and his denial based on a
consi stency to Islander East, the Islander East Pipeline
i s a non-wat er-dependent use of this area and shoul d never
be permtted to supersede the shellfishing in the area.

So we the Shellfish Comm ssion request that
the permt for the |Islander East be denied. And thank you
for your tine.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG. Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Frank Kinney will be followed by Gna RI-V-E-Z-
Z-1.

MR FRANK KINNEY: M/ nane is Frank Kinney.

|’ma resident of Branford. | live at 42 Bradl ey Avenue.
|"mhere tonight to state ny opposition to
t he |slander East Pipeline, which will run through

Branford. | agree with the denial by Connecticut DEP
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Conmi ssi oner, Arthur Rocque that |slander East Pipeline
woul d cause significant adverse inpact to coastal
resources and wat er - dependent uses. He also stated that
the project’s route would go through environnmental ly
sensitive areas.

| want to thank the Connecticut DEP for
mai ntai ni ng a pro-environment and pro-comunity position
on this issue. | would suggest that the Arny Corps of
Engi neers suggest to Islander East that they | ook closely
at the Connecticut DEP denial and find an alternate route
that woul d be environnmental | y sound.

W heard a | ot of conments here tonight,
all of which | agree with, and | think we’'re probably
going to hear a lot nore along the sanme lines. And
wi t hout being too redundant, ny issues basically three
i ssues, regarding safety, the environment and the danage
that’s going to be caused by this pipeline to our
environnment and the need. | don’t see where the need for
this pipeline neets the standard that is required by the -
- your regulations in order to get it’s approval. In ny
opi nion, the pipeline is purely a conpany | ooking for
super profits and thus fails to take Branford and ot her
town residents and busi nesses into consideration.

| really truly believe that your deni al
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woul d be in order. Again, | want to thank you for your
attention to this matter in town.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Gna R1-V-E-Z-Z-1, okay? Followed by Tinothy
Brockett. M an®

M5. GNARIVEZZI: H. M nane is Gna
Rivezzi. | live at 77 Cedar Lake Road and own and operate
a garden center at 1289 Foxon Road, Route 80, North
Branford and I'’mdirectly inpacted. The pipeline runs
directly through ny property.

Since 1989 we have been effected in the
area by contam nation that originated in the 1970's. Last
year's levels were in the 800's parts per mllion. Wlls
had to be abandoned on Cedar Lake Road. M business
however is the nost highly inpacted. It’s now 2003 and
the State is still trying to figure out how to get potable
water to the business. W cannot drink it.

M/ concern is that if blasting were to
occur in order to penetrate the bedrock for pipe
installation mgration of the PEC plume woul d occur
effecting the public water supply. It seens this issue
has been ignored to prevent answering questions that do
not have an outcome conducive to pipeline installation.

The State DEP has 14 years of information. The area where
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the property is located is all rock |ledge, it’s across the
street fromthe Tilcon Quarry at our site.

Qur famly has been farm ng the area for
over 100 years and we know the area |ike the back of our
hands. W still do not have potable water and PCE is a
known carcinogen. W’ve lived this nightmare for 14
years. The problemis not correctable, it’s been proven.

W' re |located in the public watershed area and the

contam nation travels through the aquifers too sporadic to
even to determine. |If this pipeline is allowed to
proceed, how nany other will be w thout water? | know in
our case, 14 years is much, nuch too | ong.

| plead with the Corps to deny the Islander
East’s permt and protect the residents’ water supply.
Thank you for your tinme.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’am  The
next speaker, Tinothy Brockett followed by Peter Brainerd.

MR TI MOTHY BROCKETT: Good evening. M
nane is Tinothy Brockett and I'’ma |ifelong resident of
Branford. | cone before you tonight speaking on behal f of
a rapidly growing group of people, who believe that the
| sl ander East Pipeline proposal holds nmany benefits for
the citizens of Branford and is an opportunity to help our

nei ghbors whil e strengthening our community. Qur group,
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Br anf or dPi pel i ne. com has studi ed the |Islander East
proposal, wal ked the route of the pipeline in Branford,
nmet with Islander East officials and listened to the
pipeline critics. You nay see what we |earned by visiting
our web site at BranfordPipeline.com

We are concerned about the effects the
| sl ander East Pipeline would have on the abundant natural
beauty of Branford and the kind, considerate and
t hought ful individuals and organi zations that our town is
equal ly blessed with. W seek a solution that woul d
preserve and enhance the twi n bl essings of our comunity.

The proposed route through Branford woul d
require 30 property owners to grant a pernanent easenent
for the pipeline right of way to Islander East. At
Br anf or dPi pel i ne.com we believe that the proposed
pi peline offers an opportunity for the Branford Land Trust
to extend their holdings and fulfill the latter half of
their mssion statenent. Many of the property owners
effected will only | ose the use of a narrow ri bbon of |and
that abuts the railroad right of way. Wth an |slander
East conpensation check in hand and the possibility of a
tax deduction for a charitable contribution, the property
owners m ght be quite responsive to donating their

affected |l and and perhaps a little nore, to the Branford

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

88
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

Land Trust.

The Branford Land Trust coul d pronote our
conmunity’s appreciation of Branford' s di verse natural
features by working with other civic groups and our
government to establish a four-mle long |inear park and
nature trail. A linear park woul d enhance the natura
beauty of Branford and engage the kind, considerate and
t hought ful individuals and organi zati ons our town is
equal ly bl essed with.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Thank
you. Qur next speaker, Peter -- | believe it says, B-R A-
|-NE-R-O is that correct?

MR PETER BRAINERD: |’ m Peter Brainerd, 15
Squaw Brook Road, Stony Creek. M/ famly has been in
busi ness in Stony Creek for the past 140 years and as
President of the Stony Creek Association | represent the
Executive Board of the Stony Creek Association and the
village of Stony Creek.

Stony Creek is vehenmently opposed to any
proposal to place a pipeline under Long |sland Sound.

This proposal is particularly objectionable because of the
hi ghhanded manner in which it woul d devastate private
property and Land Trust open space despoiling fragile

wet | ands and preci ous woodl ands. It proposes to
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experiment with an untried diagonal bore under a ngjor
boat channel through Stony Creek granite and then disturb
t he bottom of the Sound across to Long Island. This
totally unneeded desecration of the waters off the Thinble
| slands will undoubtedly finish off the already tenuous
fishing, lobstering and shellfishing in this area.

Make no m stake, this project is driven by
corporate greed. This could be the ENRON of Long Island
Sound. There are alternatives that will do very little
danage to the environnment. |slander East however, woul d
not make as much noney by utilizing the existing |Iroquois
Pi peline as they would by owning their own.

There' s al so consi derabl e questi on whet her
there is a vast supply of gas available as initially
thought. There is a question as to the actual demand and
need for this gas on Long Island. However, there is no
guestion that it would be bad for Connecticut, dreadful
for North Branford and Branford, totally unacceptable for
Pine Orchard and Stony Creek and a nortal blow to the
Thi nbl e I sl ands and Long | sl and Sound.

Thank you for this opportunity.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, David Carey, State of Connecticut, D rector of

Bureau of Aqua-culture and Departrnent of Agriculture.
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MR DAVID CAREY. It’'s Carey. Sorry.
cane here tonight to speak on the marine construction
portion of the pipeline. However, listening to sone of
the coments here, if there is a need for the pipeline, if
that’'s determned, it has to go somewhere. And the Bureau
of Aqua-culture we prefer it not be in the Sound or at
| east in areas where there's shellfish and of course,
those in Branford and el sewhere know shel |l fish run al nost
predom nantly west to east.

So what poses a question that possibly
shoul d be raised and | ooked at. The Iroquois |ine gives
us an opportunity 10 years after Iroquois in the narine
construction area there has not been success in the
restoration and nmedi ation attenpts. And the area isn't
avai |l abl e for commercial shellfishing. However, | believe
if you were to look inland on the majority of the wetland
crossing and restoration projects that were a part of the
I roquois project, if a statistical analysis was done you'd
probably see that 10 years later that those projects were
successful and that those wetlands may not be what they
were pre-construction, but don’'t have the inpacts that we
see in the marine environnent.

And if that is true, and it is

statistically significant, that you can go through the
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wetl ands in a narrow area, develop this pipeline you
should be able to take a | and route that crosses
significantly nore wetlands and achi eve | ess inpact on the
Sound. And so | guess the charge woul d be that soneone
| ook at the Iroquois project and determine if that is
correct. And if that is correct, the |east environmenta
i mpact route would be a land route that would cross nore
wet | ands, but that would be able to be restored within 10
years and woul d not have the inpact on the nmarine
envi ronnent. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker Jared Cohane who will be followed by Barbara
Gor don.

MR JARED COHANE: My nane is Jared Cohane.

|"man attorney from Ei senberg, Anderson, Mchalik and

Lynch in New Britain, Connecticut representing Tilcon,
Inc. and the Branford Steam Railroad Conpany. | wll
submt this for the record, but 1’'mgoing to briefly
sunmarize it for you

“Tilcon, Inc. and the Branford Steam
Rai | road Conpany are affiliated conpanies. They are the
owners and operators of a trap-rock quarry and a railroad
system extending fromTilcon’ s rock quarry in North

Branford southerly to Long Island Sound at Pine Orchard in
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Branford. The Branford Steam Railroad systemand its
rights of way were established to provide an econoni ca
and safe neans of transporting Tilcon's stone to its Pine
O chard Marine Term nal transshipping facility.

The proposed route of a new 24-inch high-
pressure natural gas pipeline uses the Railroad s property
and right of way as a shortcut to Long Island Sound. The
proposed pipeline enters the Sound fromTilcon’s property
at Juniper Point. The Applicant’s plan is to bisect the
navi gati onal channel leading to and fromTilcon's Pine
O chard termnal with this pipeline.

M/ clients are concerned that the | ocation
of the pipeline next to the active railroad and across the
channel w Il post significant operational problens for
Tilcon and the Railroad. The placenent of a high-pressure
gas line adjacent to the busy Railroad and in the trave
way of the barges and boats is a significant safety
concer n.

Tilcon maintains a marine termnal basin
east of the loading facility where the barges are | oaded
with trap-rock for transport by sea. This navigation
channel is approxinmation 80 feet wide and 1.5 mles |ong
and extends out into the Sound. This channel is

mai nt ai ned and dredged on a regular basis to allowits use
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by our tugs and barges serving the Marine Term nal .

The dredgi ng process requires -- the
dredgi ng machine, a floating platformto sink three | arge
spuds down into the bottom of the Sound to make a stable
work platformin the areas dredged. The Applicants are
aware of Tilcon’s marine activities and the ongoi ng need
to dredge and naintain this basin and navi gati onal
channel. Unless the pipeline is |ocated in the bedrock,
bel ow the Sound’s bottom it would be subject to the
constant threat of rupture and danage fromthe ongoi ng
dredge and barge operati ons.

So if you determine that it is appropriate
that this project be permtted and this pipeline is to be
installed across Tilcon’s nmarine basin or navigational
channel, it can only be located in the bedrock as
represented by |Islander East. The safety and wel fare of
Tilcon and it’s neighbors permts no other alternative.
Any permt should contain a condition that requires the
installation of the pipeline 85 feet bel ow the Sound’s
bottom Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker Barbara CGordon foll owed by Johan Varekanp.

M5. BARBARA GORDON:  Good evening. M nane

is Barbara Gordon. | live in West Hartford, a | andl ocked
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conmunity, so | can never be accused of being a N MY.
However, |’ mthinking about novi ng down here.

|’ mthe Executive Director of the
Connecti cut Seafood Council and | also serve as
coordi nator of the Long Island Sound Action Coalition,
which is a group of concerned Connecticut citizens who
share a conmon goal, which is the protection of Long
| sland Sound. The fifth annual report of the Bureau of
Labor Statistics of the State of Connecticut for the year
endi ng Novenber 30'", 1889 printed by order of the
Legi slature stated that, quote, “The fisheries of
Connecticut are old and inportant.” End quote.

In 2003 the fisheries of Connecticut are a
l[ittle older, but no less inportant. |In 1889, according
to the report, the best fishing grounds included those in
Long Island Sound. |n 2003 that inportance has not
di m ni shed. Long Island Sound still is home to a superior
fishing industry.

Long Island Sound is a treasured source of
both shellfish and fin fish. The Islander East Pipeline
is an affront to an industry which depends economcally on
clean waters in which to fish and it is an affront to
everything we hold dear environnentally. Plans for

| sl ander East are a blatant violation of the intent of the
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public trust we have inherited fromthose who canme before
us. It is now our turn to watch over that trust.

Long Island Sound nust not becone a victim
of corporate greed, self-serving untruths and scare
tactics. The true fishernman does not want to be bought
out or bought off. He or she is commtted to the
continuation of a difficult, but honorable |life upon the
Sound providing not only a livelihood, but a wonderf ul
source of food and a future for generations of fishernen
to cone.

Pl ease hel p us preserve Long Island Sound
and our industry. Please deny the petition of Islander
East. Thank you very nuch

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Johan Varekanp followed by Larry WIIians.

MR JOHAN VAREKAMP: M/ nane is Johan
Varekanp and |’ m from Durham Connecticut and |’ m not
standing in front of you to voice ny personal opposition,
| " m standing here as a concerned scientist. |I'ma
prof essor of Earth and Environnmental Sciences at Wsl eyan
Uni versity and ny expertise is in contam nants burdens of
Long Island Sound sedinments and water quality issues in
coastal salt marsh studies. | have read the Environmenta

| npact Statenment and |'d |ike to nmake four points.
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This is in addition to the nany
shortcom ngs that Arthur Rocque so excellently expressed
in his letter of the |last week. The first one is in the
Envi ronmental | npact Statenent there’s reference to

contam nant study by Mecray and Buchholtz and Brink that

was published in the Journal of Coastal Research. | was
the reviewer of the paper, | was the editor of the
Journal, | know his work extrenely well. They refer to

t he contam nants of the upper two centinmeters of the Sound
sediment. The trench, as we all know, will be a |ot
deeper and many of the deeper sedinments are much nore
contam nated than the surface sedinents. So using the
surface sedinent |ayer as a reference is questionable.

Second, the contam nants in the sedinments
are associated with the fine-grained material in sedinent.

Once we roll off the sedinent, we dredge it, we dispose

it, it’s a fine-grained material that will travel and be
deposited over a large area. This fine-grained material,
that’'s the stuff that carry the contam nants and has nuch
hi gher contam nant |evels than the bul k sedi nents. Using
the bul k sedinents are a reference, discretional at best.

Arisk that is not discussed in detail in
the inpact statenent is the potential occurrence of

Harnful Al gal Bl oons during sedi nent disturbances. It’s
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been wel | docunented that during major stornms on the east
coast Harnful Al gal Bl oons occur during sedi nent

di spersal. And these are cysts that live in the sedinent
and when they are rolled up they cone to |life and form
bl oons. These al gae are toxic to human bei ngs and when
taken up by shellfish these are no longer fit for human
consunpt i on.

Fourth, but not |ast, we have worked
extensively in the Branford area in the Farm R ver nmarshes
and we have col |l ected evidence that this region may carry
nore seismc risk than neighboring regions. The eastern
border fault is the major structural |ineanment in
Connecti cut crosses under the Farm R ver and our detail ed
sei snogr aphi ¢ studi es have shown that there have been
repeated off-sets in that area of several thousand
centinmeters over the last two and a hal f thousand years.

W have --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.

Pl ease make sure that your entire statenent gets into the
record. Sir, please nake sure your entire statement gets
into the record. The additional stenographer will be
happy to take that for you. Next speaker, Larry WIIlians
followed by Carnela Cuono. Larry WIIlians, 68 Harbor Edge

Drive, MIford? Carnela Cuonp?
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M5. CARMELA CUOMO  Hello. | thank you for
the opportunity to speak to you. M nanme is Carnela
Cuonb. |'ma research associate -- research scientist at
Yal e University in the Departnent of CGeol ogy and
Ceophysics and | head up the Undergraduate Marine Bi ol ogy
programat the University of New Haven.

|"ma resident of Handen, so | too speak to
you not so nuch as a citizen of Branford, but as a
concerned scientist whose area of expertise is on sedi nent
geochem stry, bentic-biological coupling to sedi nment
geochem stry and hypoxia in anoxi c environnment and | work
especially in Long Island Sound.

| have several points and serious doubts
that | would like to discuss with you. | wll be
submtting a witten statenment. | have read the draft
Envi ronment al | npact Statenent, the full Environnental
| npact Statenment and the subsequent nodifications to the
pl an that |slander East has submtted and | have sone
serious questions about several of the things that are in
there. First of all, the geochem cal considerations are
not adequately addressed at all. As Johann Verakanp j ust
nmenti oned when you stir up the sedinents, the contam nants
that are in the sedinents will be released into the

overlying water.
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M/ concern is that not only will they be
rel eased, but they are in a chem cal state called bing
reduced, they are in an anoxic environnment. Metals, which
| slander East in their fewtines that they did sanple,

t heir geochem cal sanplings said that they found evidence
of silver, cabnium calcium chromum copper, nanganese,
ni ckel and | ead and zinc. And according to their -- their
El S does state that they actually were above threshold
levels at the fewsites that they did sanple. If you then
stir this up and oxygenate it, those nmetals are going to
cone of f of many of them They going to becone bio-
avai | abl e and you’ re going to have probl ens.

M/ second concern the bentic-ecol ogy.

Their benti c-ecol ogi st speaks of recovery tinmes, well, it
is well known by all bentic-ecol ogists, nyself included,
that recovery tinmes are not an absol ute science. W have
not actually been able to cone up with a qualitative or
even a quantitative nodel that can adequately address
recovery times in bentic soft grain systens such as you
have in Branford. So we do not know.

The best thing that we can | ook at is what
happened in MIford where the Iroquois line was laid. 10
years | ater those systens still have not recovered. So it

i s sonewhat preposterous to assume that sonehow
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mraculously it’s just going to happen in a year in
Br anf or d.

My third point is that | just finished
wor ki ng on why the |obsters died in western Long |sland
Sound and one of the nmajor reasons influencing that seens
to be the fact that the area here is experiencing warm ng
of the waters, it’s a climatic change. W are now
coupling a climatic change to an ot herwi se al ready
environnental ly stressed system Wen you do that, we
don’t even understand the environnental stressers on the
Sound adequat el y enough to understand what’'s happeni ng.
You couple that to environnental change and it’s a whole
new bal | gane and that’s primarily one of the things that
killed the | obsters.

So we're just trying to figure it out for
western Long Island Sound and you' re going to take an area
in central Long Island Sound, dig up a whole bunch of
ot her environmental stressers, couple that with an
envi ronnental forcing function, such as gl obal change, and
you have a ness that no scientist is going to be able to
predict.

So | urge you --

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you very nuch

Next speaker, Richard Donohoe, who will be followed by
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Ceor ge Case

MR RI CHARD DONOHCE: Ri chard Donohoe, 23
Tweed Road. W’ ve been -- ny famly and | have been
nei ghbors of the railroad for about 30 years and | would
like to address the question of safety. As you indicated
Col onel, that is one of the charges that you have to | ook
i nto.

The question of what happens at the
term nus has been handl ed very nicely by the
representative of Tilcon, so | would like to sinply
address what happens along the train track. Please know
that in the last 15 years in our country we’'ve had 3, 184
i ncidents, accidents, in gas pipelines, which have cost
Anerica the lives of 328 peopl e.

Tilcon init’'s submssion to the
Connecticut Siting Council in 2002 stated the follow ng.
Despite all the precautions enployed by Tilcon and the
Rail road to prevent accidents they occasionally occur.
Trai ns wei ghting 4, 000,000 pounds derail and damage the
track systemand surrounding areas. Tilcon Railroads
ongoi ng mai nt enance and i nprovenent projects require that
the full width of the right of way be available to all ow
the restoration of tracks and other facilities, or to

allow the repair of derailnments and spillage resulting
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fromderail nents

Tilcon requires the unfettered ability to
use the entire width of the right of way in the operation
and nmai ntenance of the rail system The endemc
construction and nmai nt enance of the pipeline along the
railroad tracks poses serious safety concerns. The right
of way is too narrow to acconmodate the railroad operation
and the pipeline. |In short, the pipeline and the railroad
cannot safely co-exist on this narrow, single purpose
pi ece of property. There are better, safer and |ess
i nvasi ve options available to the Applicant for it’s
pi pel i ne.

| verified |last week that this is still the
position of the Conpany. Sonetine |ast year the patriots,
who run |slander East, submtted to the Departnent of
Conmmerce, that the Departnment of Commerce, the Federal
Depart ment of Conmerce shoul d overcone the Connecti cut
Envi ronment al Departrent (indiscernible) ruling agai nst
their project stating as an issue the question of national
security. The Departnent of Commerce very wi sely bucked
it over to the Departnent of Defense, the Pentagon. And
on April 29'" of this year a M. Philip Gone, who is the
Deputy Undersecretary of Defense responded to the

Department of Conmerce as foll ows.
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“W have revi ewed the appeal and cannot
concl ude that a national defense or other national
security interest would be significantly inpaired if the
project were not permtted to go forward as proposed.”

Now, M. Gone reports to M. Runsfeld, who

reports to President Bush. Don’t we have a great country?

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, CGeorge Case will be followed by Gail Kleinman --
Ki neman.

MR CGEORGE CASE: |'m George Case. | live
in North Branford. | amnot a scientist, | aman

observer. And | observe a clear context of the North
Branford town government in a property, cash and ot her
relationship with Tilcon. Secondly, Tilcon had property
who’s got a building permt for |Islander East.

| think we should refer the whole matter to
the Attorney Ceneral for action. Thank you

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Qur
next speaker, G| Kel man, naybe? 15 Halls Point Road,
Stony Creek? Bill Horn? M. Horn will be followed by
Loretta Fox.

MR BILL HORN: I'mBill Horn. | live at

246 Pl easant Point Road and |’ m speaki ng toni ght as past
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President of the Land Trust. |’ve had a lot to do with
foll owi ng this pipeline.

" mgoing to depart fromwhat 1’'d pl anned
to say to deal with a couple of things. One that M.

Rei nemann tal ked about, the restoration plan that has been

devel oped t hrough consultation with the Land Trust for

Land Trust properties. Restorationis a tricky word. |

t hi nk what we’ ve developed is a plan, which if it works as

we hope will keep the right of way on Land Trust

properties fromturning into the weed patch that the

Al gonquin right of way in North Branford has turned into.
It’s a poster child for invasive species. | hope we can

prevent that from happeni ng.

The property will not be restored to what
it isnow Wre losing trees that are probably 100 or
150 years old. Even in the work areas where they || be
allowed to re-grow, | won’t see them ny kids won't see
them ny grandkids probably won't see them W' re not
restoring the area.

The other thing has to do with M.
Brockett’s suggestion about a -- | believe he said a
linear wal king path. W had actually considered the
possibility of trying to work something |ike that out.

One of the problens is that, as was pointed out in the
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Bl ue Ri bbon Conmi ssion report, the pipeline snakes its way
back and forth across a working railroad. |It’'s very
difficult to conceive froma safety point of view how that
woul d work as a wal ki ng pat h.

It also follows the wetlands because it’s
easier to go through wetlands than it is to go through
rock. And so you can’t have a wal king path in sensitive
habitats |ike wetlands. So as nuch as we appreciate M.
Brockett’s suggestion | think it’s sonething that we woul d
probably not be able to work out. Thank you very nuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Loretta Fox followed by John WI son.

M5. LORETTA FOX: Good eveni ng and thank
you for comng to Branford to |isten to our concerns. M
nane is Loretta Fox. | live in the Stony Creek section of
Branford at 15 Long Poi nt Road.

| would like to address the perception that
the opposition to this pipeline project is strictly a case
of NI MBYismand not in ny backyard. | present to you
docunents that support the fact that there are other ways
in which the Long Island Sound is receiving support.

The DEP has had a Coastal Zone Managenent
Act for over 20 years. One of the things the state has

i mpl enented is the Long Island Sound License Pl ate
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Project. In fact, one of the early benefits of that is
the Branford Troll ey Track Footbridge, which received
$25, 000 because the DEP thought that visitors to the
f oot bri dge coul d expect to see numerous shorebirds in
tidal estuaries, feeding in the marsh or wading in the
shallow water. This marsh then is the one that is being
i mpact ed.

Al'so in 1989 the Connecticut General
Assenbly established the Long Island Sound Assenbly. They
receive funds and their purpose is to inprove Long Island
Sound. | have copies of their newsletter and their
reports to the State.

The USEPA has the Long Island Sound O fice.
They have a programcalled the Long |sland Sound
Prograns. They partner with New York to try to restore,
protect and enhance Long Island Sound. The Long Island
Sound Foundation, forned in 1962, that group al so produces
a-- well, this year -- | knowny light’s going to turn
red, but this is the book that they provide, which is a
book of resources, which | borrowed fromny library
telling every way in which you can work to hel p Long
| sl and Sound, all the organizations. And they wanted us
to get involved and that’s what we’ ve done.

And the last is the U S. has created the
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Qceans Act of 2000. It was entered at the time of the
Cinton adm nistration and they have sel ect nenbers |ike
Robert Ballard on their conmttee and they' re going to be
doing a report on a three-year study this fall. So |
submt that it seens that there is nore than just this
smal| elite group of people fromBranford who care about
t he precious resource we call Long Island Sound.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, John Wlson, he'll be foll owed by Joseph
Dendi s.

MR JOHN WLSON: My nane is John WIson. |
live in Stony Creek. | amspeaking to ask that you deny a
permt to Islander East and that you support the
determ nation by the Connecticut Departnent of
Envi ronmental Protection. This project is not consistent
wi th Connecticut’s Coastal Shore Managenment Program The
proposed | sl ander East Pipeline is neither indispensable
or necessary as there is an alternative route that is
shorter, safer, and | ess damaging to the environment.

In addition, it is highly questionable that
there is a market demand for their product. The existing
environnental protection |aws should not be corrupted to
provi de conpensation for political contributions by the

energy industry. |Immnent domain should not be used to
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create terrorist targets. A natural gas pipeline buried
inthree feet of dirt is a vulnerable terrorist target.
How is the current admnistration and it’s war on
terrorismgoing to stop a terrorist with a small shove
and a radio controlled detonating device?

In ny opinion, building this pipeline next
to a school should be a crimnal offense. Please ensure
t hat human safety, the Connecticut shoreline and the
waters of the Long Island Sound are preserved and
protected for future generations. Please deny a permt to
| sl ander East. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Joseph Dendas foll owed by Andrea WI son.

MR JOSEPH DENDAS: M nane is Joe Dendas.
| live on 15 Pl easant Point Road in Branford, which is
about two football fields away from where they plan on
putting the pipeline.

As a forner nmenber of the U S. Arny Corps
of Engineers | stand before you. |’mnot a scientist.
|”’mnot a doctor. |I’mnot a teacher. |I'mnot a tree
hugger. But | can tell you that | don't want this going
t hrough ny backyard and | know ny nei ghbors don't. | fee
this is detrinmental to the environnment for where we live

and | think it is also a safety hazard. | have an eight-
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nont h-ol d daughter and | know a | ot of ny nei ghbors have
famlies in the area

| slander East | believe is just a
corporation that’s trying to make profits fromputting
thi s pipeline through Long Island Sound and we’ve had a
| ot of people here tonight that are against this. Mself
al so. The other thing is that | know being in the Arny
Corps of Engineers, and | know that you all there know
that this is not going to be a safe type of endeavor here.

And | hope that you all vote against this and I know t hat
| " magainst this and | know that the people in the town of
Branford and the State of Connecticut are against this.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Andrea WIlson, to be followed by Chad Lyons.

M5. ANDREA WLSON: CGood evening. M/ nane
is Andrea Wlson. | reside in Stony Creek, Connecticut.
Thank you very much for this opportunity to speak to you
t hi s eveni ng.

| am speaking in opposition to the proposed
| sl ander East Pipeline through Branford. | oppose it for
the follow ng reasons. One, there is a shorter route for
the pipeline. Two, there is a safer route for the

pipeline. 1t is unconscionable to even consider placing a
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hi gh pressure natural gas pipeline adjacent to a school.
The route of the proposed pipeline is past Witewood
School and takes no neasures to protect the children.
This route was chosen because it was nore profitable than
using the existing pipeline in MIford.

Recently, in Jeffersonville, Kentucky a
natural gas pipeline, simlar to the one proposed through
Branford, exploded. 1In that fire acres were scorched and
because of the pressure in the pipeline it took several
hours for the flames to be brought under control. | would
like you to try to imagi ne just what woul d happen to
school children 70 feet away froma ball of fire 1,000
feet in the air that is hot enough to nelt sand? In ny
opi nion, building a high pressure gas pipeline next to a
school cannot be norally justified.

Three, there is a less environnental ly
damagi ng route for the pipeline. 1In conclusion, to date
t here has been no proof that the pipeline is either
i ndi spensabl e or necessary. The proposed pipeline through
Branford is not about em nent domain, it is about greed.
This pipeline is a safety and environnmental disaster and
needs to be stopped now. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am

Next speaker, Chad Lewis, who will be followed by Charlene
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G anat a.

MR CHAD LYONS: That's Chad Lyons. W
nane is Chad Lyons. |I'ma long-tine resident of Branford
and |’ ve been asked to read a letter here and submt sone
docunent ation for John Barkley, who is a doctor fromthe
Wl dlife Conservati on Research Center up at UConn.

It says, “I amwiting to express ny
concern about potential inpacts of the Islander East
Pi peline on greater scaup ducks and their habitats in
Branford. | was a long-tine resident and recent property
owner in Branford and amvery famliar with the proposed
sites. As a professional waterfow biologist and
Associ ate Professor of Wldlife Ecology at the University
of Connecticut, | have done extensive research on these
ducks and their habitats in both Pine Orchard and Short
Beach as well as other location. | have read text and
exam ned maps depicting the |ocation, description and the
Applicant’s table of generalized potential environnental
i npacts of the proposed |slander East Pipeline via Pine
O chard and the alternate via Short Beach.”

There’s a |l ot of technical background, but
"1l go onto his summary.

“Pipeline inmpact. A copy of information

provi ded by the Applicant indicates there is sone
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anbi val ence as to just what pipeline installation
techniques will be used in any given site. Since nassive
granitic bedrock and shallow glacial till overburden are
maj or conponents of Kel sey |Island and Short Beach,
pi peline installation would seemto pose serious
ramfications for the existing habitat for greater scaup
and their food resources. | believe that any major
di sturbance of sedinments presents risk to existing or
future scaup and other wildlife food resources in that
enbaynent .

| f pipeline installation occurs in col der
nont hs when migration and wintering birds are nornmally
present, the disturbance frominstallation and human
activity is expected to keep the birds from accessi ng
essential food resources, deprive the birds fromshelter
af forded by the shoreline during northerly winds. Wnd
direction and strength, stage of tide, coastal currents
and occurrence of storms influence where, to what extent,
and what kind of biological effects fromsite disturbance
wi Il occur on other habitats adjacent to or near the
actual disturbance site.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.
Pl ease submt --

MR LYONS: |'Il submt this and sone ot her
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docunents.
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Charlene GR A-N-A-T-A followed by Stacey Rhine.
M5. CARLENE GRANATA: Good evening. W
nane is Carlene Ganata. | live at 50 Wndi ng Forest
Drive in North Branford. | amhere tonight as an inpacted
| andowner and | am opposed to the |Islander East Pipeline.
This pipeline is proposed to go through ny

backyard. W have woods behi nd our hone, which act as a

natural buffer between us and a heavy industrial area. |If
t he pi peline goes through there will be a 75-foot wi de
foot strip of trees cleared. I1t’ll take Islander East 30

m nutes to cut down and destroy what took 30 years to
grow. They plan to replace the 80-foot trees with grass
seed. This will expose ny honme and ny famly to the
industrial area. Then not only will we be forced to see
and hear all the sights and sounds of Bl akesley, Tilcon
Railroad train and ot her business, all the dirt and dust
which the trees now filter out will come through ny yard
and will contribute to health issues as ny husband has
ast hma.

Al so, ny husband and son are anateur
astrononers and the light intrusion fromthe conmpany’s

nightshifts will elimnate their hobby at hone. W'’'re
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al so nenbers of the Cedar Lake Association. There's 144
fam lies surrounding the | ake area who have deeded | ake
rights. The nei ghborhood children play there and swimin
the | ake. Cedar Lake feeds Lindsey Lake, also in North
Branford, which feeds a supply pond in Branford. |If the
ground is blasted to lay pipeline in the contam nated area
docunentation states that the contam nation will spread

and nmay reach Cedar Lake, which will spread to Lindsey

Lake and then to the supply pond. Contami nation will kill
plant life, biological life and wildlife in the three
ar eas.

As bad as that would be I am nore concerned
about what woul d happen to our children who swi mand pl ay
in the contam nated | ake. WII we not know the
contam nation has spread until the fish and wildlife die
or until our children get sick? And who will be held
accountable for this travesty?

This pipeline route is residential and
i nvades people’s honmes and their lives. The devastation
of this poorly planned project will be felt for years to
cone. Future generations will inherit it’s aftermath, but
once the damage is done the destruction and devastation
cannot be reversed or repaired.

This roomtonight is filled with very
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intelligent and well-inforned people. There have been
nunerous hearings, nmeetings and rallies with hundreds and
t housands of people and petition signatures and the
nessage i s always the same, stop the pipeline. How can so
many peopl e speak so well and have such valid concerns of
opposi tion and |slander East still continues to try to
push this project through? You need to ask yourselves, if
this is such a good thing, why are all of these people
continuing to give of thenselves and their tinme to fight
it? These people are not fighting for a large bottomline
dollar profit, or for large corporate success, or for
political advancenment. They are fighting to maintain
their quality of life, the integrity of their hones and
the safety, health and well being of their famlies.

In closing, we are asking you tonight for
your support in helping us to maintain what is valuable to
us and what we have all worked so hard for. Please do not
fall victimto their pressures of big business and
politics. Please do the right thing. Please stop the
pi pel i ne.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Stacey -- it’s either Rhine or RU WE
maybe? 15 Watershed Road. Ruth Ann Gault, or Gault,

Trunbul | , Connecti cut ?
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M5. RUTH ANN W ESENTHAL- GAULT: H . |It’s
Ruth Ann Wesenthal -Gault. Do you need ne to spell it?

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  No, no.

M5. W ESENTHAL- GAULT: Okay. |I'mfrom
West on, Connecticut, also a | andl ocked community. “I’'m
here tonight as a proud nmenber of the Long Island Sound
Action Coalition and in ny capacity as President of the
Wodl ands Coalition. The Wodlands Coalition is a grass
roots organi zati on of nore than 5,000 nmenbers whose goal s
it o protect the environment of Connecticut. Long Island
Sound is a critical part of that environment. There are
many who woul d bifurcate the uplands fromthe cross Sound
i ssues. This nmust not and cannot be done. Qur presence
here tonight is denonstration of that.

There are many who -- there are nmany who
have, because of their love of their State and Long Isl and
Sound, the ability to speak with know edge, experience and
great passion. They will in the nost articul ate way
possi bl e state the facts. Consider ne, if you will, the
voi ce of the many who follow this issue with concern and
yet are not certain what they as individuals can do to
stemthe tide of the destruction of our environment for
the sake of the utilities conpanies.

I n your consideration of this file we ask
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that you answer these questions. Isn't it likely that
construction of the pipeline will cause unacceptabl e and
i rreparabl e damage to coastal and nmarine resources in an
area of exceptional nmarine habitat diversity? Are there
ot her alternatives, which could provide increased supplies
of gas to Long Island at |ess environmental cost? Isn't
it the case that the Departnment of Defense and the U S
Arny Corps of Engineers have in their comments stated that
there is no national defense or security issues identified
by the Applicant that would in sonme way be harnmed?
Finally, isn't it areality when | ask, is this an
appl i cation based on the inmagi nation of a conmpany who
woul d create a demand where there is none and m srepresent
t he pipeline systenf

It has al ways been the goal of the
Wodl ands Coalition to search for balance. As we began to
nore cl osely exam ne the issues before you toni ght we
began to have a better clarify of the position in which
you find yourselves. The district ACCE anal ysts are on
record pointing out several times that they are required
to deny permts to projects that are not the | east
environnental |y damagi ng alternative. FERC acknow edges
that there is a different route that is | ess damagi ng.

This | eaves you too facing that same
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chal | enge, how to find bal ance. |slander East is pushing
ahead with their project with the support from FERC and

t he Bush/ Cheney energy team That nakes your search for
bal ance all the nore difficult. Sonetines the balance is
found in going to the other extrene. Soneone nust take a
stand to protect the environnent, the people and the
Sound. You are in the position to do just that, we | ook
to you for the positive solution. Thank you.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.  Next
speaker, Ken Warner to be foll owed by Jerry Shaw

VO CE: Ken Varner left.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Ken left. Jerry
Shaw? Ki ki Kennedy?

M5. KIKI KENNEDY: M/ nane is Ki ki Kennedy
and |’ mthe spokesperson for Connecticut Stop the
Pipeline. 1'malso a resident of Branford and a Board
nmenber of two non-profit organizations, Save the Sound and
Connecticut Fund for the Environnent. And I want to thank
everyone for com ng tonight.

| hope that the Corps recognizes that this
has really been a phenonenal turnout considering how
confusing the permt application is as well as the
vacation situation for people during the sunmer. | also

want to extend our deepest thanks to Comm ssion Arthur
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Rocque and his dedicated staff for their diligent work and
t horough review in issuing the second denial of Federal
consi stency | ast week. And thank you to the Corps for

hol ding this public hearing and allowi ng us to express our
concerns directly to you.

Connecticut Stop the Pipeline is a
grassroots organi zati on founded in 2001 in response to the
| sl ander East Pipeline Project. As part of the Long
| sl and Sound Action Coalition our mssion is to protect
Connecticut and Long Island Sound fromall cross Sound
energy projects. Notably, in Cctober 2002 Connecti cut
Stop the Pipeline was awarded an environnental | eadership
award from Connecticut Fund for the Environnent.

Right now!l'd like to submt to the record
one copy of the 5,577 signatures collected during our
petition drive, which ran from August 2001 to m d- Novenber
2001. The original petitions are in safekeeping, but can
certainly be nmade available for inspection by the Corps if
requested. These signatures denonstrate the opposition of
t housands of shoreline citizens to the Islander East
Pi peline Project. Qur opposition arises because of strong
concerns about the environnment, econom c and safety
i npacts the pipeline will have on Connecticut and Long

| sl and Sound. These have been already strongly detail ed
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here tonight.

There are three other serious concerns that
have arise since our petition drive. Alternatives, we
respectfully request that you the Corps work to ensure
that a conplete analysis of all alternative routes,

i ncl udi ng non-cross Sound routes is perforned. Cunulative
i npacts, we’'re concerned that |slander East has approached
this project in a pieceneal way in order to under-
represent the full environnental inpacts of their
preferred route. W believe that upgrades to the

Al gonqui n systemwhere it connects with Islander East in
North Haven will be required and as such, a part of the
full environnental review by the Corps.

Thirdly, Islander East’s treatnent of the
data, many requests for nore data and information have
gone unheeded for over two years. For exanple, the final
copy of Dr. Bowen’s sedinmentation report from 2002 in
June. Second, information has been m srepresented and/ or
studi es and surveys and testing are flawed or inadequate.

Wtness Jonat han Waters and the | udicrous assertion that
there are no oysters in the Sound. And information and
real notives are conceal ed. The best exanple of that is
the recent offshore dredge di sposal permt amendnent filed

by Islander with your Agency on July 29'" 2003. | will
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detail that in ny witten subm ssion.

In summary, |I'’mfrustrated with Islander
East’ s persistent evasion of our questions, non-disclosure
of information and m srepresentation of data and we're
| ooking to you, the U S. Arny Corps of Engineers to hear
our concerns, protect our conmunity and get |slander East
to answer our questions and hopeful |y deny the Islander
East Pipeline Conpany their permt. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Jerry Shaw, who will be followed by Ti m Reiner.

MR JERRY SHAW Yes. M nane is Jerry
Shaw. |I'mfrom Stony Creek. | had the privil ege of
representing the Connecticut Fund for the Environnent on
the Long Island Sound Task Force and | have submitted
under separate cover a copy of the Task Force report,
which I think you' Il find of interest, because it
represents a significant effort by the State of
Connecticut in several aspects.

Nunber one, it creates an energy pl anning
organi zation. As you know, FERC is not a planner. They
have a statenment on their web site that they do not plan,
t hat they depend upon the proponents of the pipeline or
the energy to provide a sort of a de facto plan based on

econom c issues. And what | would like to suggest to the
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Corps is that they | ook at the Task Force results and |
woul d just like to read a concl usi on based on the Task
Force results that | think you will find of interest.

“Wthout the benefits of a prudent
regional ly derived energy plan the consideration of any
project that crosses Long Island Sound is premature. W
have been forced by FERC to consider |slander East as part
of a de facto regional energy plan based only on narket
forces and the strategic business plans of Duke and
Keyspan. However, absent Connecticut’s future resolution
of this issue, and | point again to the Task Force
results, | believe that Long Island Sound Task Force
report conclusions support the efforts of the Army Corps
of Engineers in it’s consideration of all system
al ternatives which have fewer significant environnenta
i mpacts under provisions of the Cean Water Act.”

| point out that the Task Force has al so
recommended the creation of marine protected zones and |
bel i eve that there was | egislation introduced this past
year designating the waters of the Thinble Islands as a
protected zone. Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, Tim Raynor followed by Annie Upson.

MR TIM RAYNOR Ww. Can you i nagi ne
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this? U S. Senators, Congressnen, Congresswonen, State
Senators, State Reps., a First Sel ectnen, people fromYale
Uni versity, some of the brightest mnds in the world,

Vsl eyan, University of Connecticut. |’'mawed. W
started this about two years ago and the reason | got
involved is it’s going to effect nme personally.

| Iive on Pepperwood Lane with ny wife and
ny two daughters and in nmy backyard Bill Horn and his
group, they bought some Land Trust property. So ny first
concern is, I'’mnot ashanmed to say at all, not in ny
backyard. Wy? Safety. Hundreds of people have died
because of pipelines. It’s going to be within 50 yards of
ny property line.

Not in ny backyard. Wy? | can sit on ny
deck, coyotes, deer, turkey, raccoons, skunk, chipmunk, it
all comes through. So | can probably say, not in ny
backyard, please. Wy? Wat aml| going to | eave ny
children? What kind of |egacy, what type of story, what
kind of Iesson am| going to |leave ny children if | say
it’s okay for alimted liability corporation, that’s not
based in Connecticut, that has no long-terminterest in ny
state, in nmy conmunity, has no long-terminterest in ny
famly to conme in and to force their will upon us Yankees?

Boy, did they know what they were getting into a couple
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of years ago when they said they were going to do this? |
don’t think so.

So I'"’mproud to say, please not in ny back
yard. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Annie
Upson fol |l owed by David Perkins.

M5. ANNl E UPSON:  Good evening. M name is

Annie Upson. | live at 25 Cadwell Pl ace, Branford.
First, 1'd like to thank the Corps for listening to our
concerns.

| have a personal interest in stopping the
pi peline as the pipeline will go through the property of
nmy famly' s in North Haven destroying the property and
decreasing the value of this farm and and open space. |
have three main reasons why |’ m agai nst the pipeline.
One, the destruction to the environnent and the ecol ogy.
Two, the alternate safer and shorter route being avail abl e
and three, the manner in which Islander East approached
the elderly farmers in North Haven to obtain signatures to
allow themto survey the existing gas conmpany pipeline
area for expansion.

Representatives from | sl ander East
approached these elderly people with statenments |ike, the

Federal governnment has already agreed to this project.
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There is nothing you can do about it. This is a done
deal. They also said, you will need to sign or you wl|l
be sued by Islander East and the governnent. Wen I
explained to the representative that what she was stating
to ny nother was untrue, as there was no permt given to
| sl ander East fromthe U S. Arny Corps of Engineers, she
rel ated that she would have to get back to me and never
contacted nysel f or ny nother.

In ny opinion, | find the business
practices of Islander East with the comunity unethical,
unprof essional and i moral, constituting el der abuse and I
t hereby request that you deny the permt to Islander East.

Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, David Perkins? Joan Burdick?

VA CE: She’s gone.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG Mary Margaret Visnic
who will be followed by -- I'lIl get to that later. M an®?

M5. MARY MARGARET VISNNC. H. M nane is
Mary Margaret Visnic. M address is 347 Pine Ochard
Road. |I'ma resident of Branford and I first want to
t hank you for coming tonight. W appreciate it. And |I’'m
going to read a letter on behal f of the Soundkeeper, Terry

Backer .
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“This letter is to express Soundkeeper,
| ncorporated’ s opposition to the construction of the
| sl ander East natural gas pipeline across Long Island
Sound. Soundkeeper is a not-for-profit, whose mssion is
to enhance the biol ogical, physical and chem cal integrity
of the Sound.

The construction of the Islander East line
woul d cause undue disruption to the Long |sland Sound
environnent. Existing lines are dicing the Sound’ s seabed
into ever decreasing grids. There are now 12
t el ecommuni cation |ines, pipelines and power cabl es
crossing the Sound. There are also a nunber of proposed
projects yet to be submtted. The result of these lines
beyond construction inpact is slowy elimnating
traditional use of the trust that has been practiced for
200 years.

There are several reasons why you shoul d
not allow Islander East to go forward. First, the health
of the trust is being dimnishing along with traditional
public uses. The |osses are accruing to the people
unnecessarily through a permt process that has fail ed.

As nentioned, there exists already a natural pipeline
crossing to Long Island. Use of the Iroquois Pipeline

shoul d be maxi m zed.
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Reliability of supply fromdiverse sources,
such as the Sable Island fields, can be achi eved without
| sl ander East. |Instead of crossing the Sound at Branford
an overl and pi peline should be constructed to interconnect
t he Al gonquin interconnect at Brookfield, Connecticut.”

|”mgoing to summari ze, “That there are
alternatives available to supply Long Island with natura
gas. Islander East is an unwarranted and unwi se intrusion
into the Sound and should be rejected. The U S. Arny
Cor ps of Engi neers should honor the State’s position and
grant no further approvals until such time as the State
returns with its plan.

Sincerely, Terry Backer, Soundkeeper.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, A Ferwell, 129 Church Street, Suite 1197

Ma’ am woul d you pl ease spell your first name for the

record?

M5. ANSTRESS FARWELL: M nane is Anstress
Farwell. The first name is ANS-T-RE S S

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.

M5. FARWELL: | live in Quilford and | work
in New Haven. |’m President of the New Haven Urban Design

League. W’'re an organization that’s involved with

envi ronnental issues, preservation and new devel oprent.
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W have done a lot of work on New Haven’s waterfront for
it’s inmprovenent and devel opnent and we work with various
groups that are interested in Long Island Sound and | work
with the Long Island Sound Action Coalition. W work
together in order to try to devel op better plans that
fulfill regional objectives.

W agree that there’s better routes and
ways to provide energy for Long Island and we hope that
you' || consider these alternatives. That's ny first very
sinple point. And second, there are many ways that the
application submtted by Islander East is inconplete. And
"1l just bring up one exanple that’s been nentioned
already and that’s about the horizontal directional drill.

There’s three points that are very
i mportant that we don’t know about here. One is
appropriate borings have not been done to note conditions,
despite what you ve heard the $25, 000,000 that’s been
spent on developing this project. Were the drill wll
energe is not clear at this point. And an alternative to
the horizontal directional drill has not been presented
for review, just a statenent that I|Islander East will find
an alternative.

This lack of information creates a

dangerous scenari o and havi ng been involved in the effort
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to stop the installation of the Cross Sound cable in New
Haven, |’ m concerned that simlar mstakes could be nmade
here and that in an effort to work with the Applicant

di scovery of facts will not be conplete before decisions
are nmade. And | hope you understand, | raise these
guestions with all respect for the work that you have done
statewide. But | think they' re inportant things that do
need to be raised here.

| recognize that this is a difficult issue
and that cross Sound cable has put all parties in an
i npossi bl e situation. The cable has conprom sed the use
and val ue of the shipping channel in New Haven and it has
probably damaged shel | fish beds. | can only say,
probably, because the DEP, which is so inadequately funded
with our State budget crisis, has not been able to
conplete a study of shellfish nortality in the effected
area and | hope that that study can be done soon.

So we really lack very inportant
information. So the HDD issue really could be a deja vu
all over again in this kind of issue here in Branford, to
guote Yogi Berra. And | think it’s interesting that this
happened in New Haven despite the fact that the Arny Corps
i ssued one of the nost restrictive permts inits history.

It still is difficult for you to reinforce. Thank you
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MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Thank you very much. Next speaker, Matthew CGornan? Long
| sl and Associ ation on the Cormack Road, Cormack, New York?

Marvin Zimerman? Ray GI-NGA-UAGE? Wo will be
foll owed by Louis Nargi.

MR RAY G NCAVAGE: (Good evening. |’ m Ray
G ncavage and |’ man effected | andowner, but |’ m not going
to address those issues. |’mgoing to address nore Sound
i ssues, many of which you ve heard. Thank you for the
opportunity to talk to you tonight.

The |sl ander East Pipeline would negatively
effect Long Island Sound. It would enter the Sound in the
vicinity of the Thinble Islands, one of the nost beautiful
areas of the shoreline between New York and Maine. This
area contains the nost fertile shellfish beds in
Connecticut. These beds support an active local fishing
conmuni ty, both conmmercial and residenti al

| sl ander East has proposed using horizontal
directional drilling to drill under these beds for a
di stance of 4,000 feet. This has never been done before.

It is not known whether it woul d danmage the bed in ot her
ways. For exanple, by drill vibration. Moreover, this
technology is not without risk, as was proven in New Haven

with the rel ease of bentonite, which is used to lubricate
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the drill | believe.

Al so, shellfish beds extend nore than 4,000
feet offshore. After 4,000 feet conventional and/or
jetting trenching techni ques woul d be used. These beds
further out would be subject to the sane devastation that
was experienced in MIford 10 years ago when the Iroquois
Pi peline cross the Sound. Many of the MIford beds have
still not recovered. Initially lobsternmen in the area
were vehenently against this project until Island East
bought their silence. The health of the Sound is a public
resource, not a private one. The right to danmage it
shoul d not be sonething that can be bought by paying off a
segment of a workforce that nakes a living in it.

Wiy woul d | sl ander East pay these mllions
of dollars to buy silence if they were not indeed danagi ng
a resource? Several years ago the Oross Sound Cable
Project |ooked at this very route and abandoned it
partially because of the environnmental sensitivity of the
area. Even FERC has adnitted there’s a route to use,
which is | ess danmaging to the environnent, yet Islander
East has stubbornly refused to consider this route. |
submit this is because of the econonmics of that route are
| ess favorable to Islander East.

Qur resources should not be danaged to |ine
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| sl ander East’s pockets. Let them spend the extra noney
and perhaps give up sone profit potential to use a route
that is environnmentally preferable. FERC said there is a
better way. The Connecticut DEP said the proposed route
was unacceptable. The Branford Bl ue R bbon Committee
poi nted out flaws. The conpany that owns the railroad
expressed concerns about the pipeline and the railroad
existing safely together. Yet as recently as |ast week,
after DEP' s second denial of the proposed project John
Sheri den, a spokesnman for |slander East was quoted as
saying, they are still noving forward with this project.
What’s wwong with this picture? It’s quite clear that the
| sl ander East project needs to go el sewhere.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Louis Nargi, he'll be followed by Charles
Rot henber ger .

MR LOUS NARA: M nane is Louis Nargi

79 Stony Creek Road, Branford. 1'd like to go on record
saying that | oppose this project. |’'man effected
| andowner, as matter of fact, |I'mvery effected. Gkay? |

live on a half acre of land right next to the railroad
tracks. This pipeline will destroy nmy septic system And
| did a perc test that |slander East paid for, they forced

me todoit. | told themny septic systemcouldn’t be
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noved in another area, but they forced ne to do it, so |
didit. The result of that test is that the septic system
cannot be noved off their proposed easenent because
there’s no nore |land reserve, there’s too rmuch | edge in
the area and what’s left is just not enough to put a new
septic system Ckay?

Thi s destroys ny septic system Ckay? At
| east three feet of their pernmanent easenent is in ny
house. As a matter of fact it’s in ny bedroom Ckay?
Less than 20 feet there’s a granite ledge that’s going to
have to be blasted out. What am | supposed to do?
Evacuat e nmy house when this happens when they blast it
out ?

And it’s probably 15 feet fromthe railroad
tracks. Do you think it m ght do damage to the railroad
tracks? So | guess ny property will have to be condemed.

Now, | bought this house three years ago. Six nonths
after | bought this house | started getting notices and
letters. | told Islander East | had a septic system You
know what they did? They ignored it. They didn't even
know | had a septic system That’s how thorough they are.

Ckay?

You got -- you're dealing with a bunch of

peopl e that created rolling blackouts in California so
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they could raise rates on those people. And we're still
dealing with these people two years later. This is a bad
place for this pipeline. They even knowit. Everybody in
Branford, MIford, everybody in Connecticut knows it as
you heard here tonight.

So |’ m opposed to this pipeline and |’ m
sure everybody else is. Thank you very much

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Charl es Rothenberger, followed by L-U1-K-D-I-C
OGCGEO nmybe? Sir?

MR CHARLES ROTHENBERGER. Good eveni ng.
My nane is Charl es Rothenberger and | thank you for the
opportunity to present sone of these comments on behal f of
t he Connecticut Fund for the Environnent.

“CFE is a Statewi de | egal advocacy
organi zation based in New Haven, which is dedicated to
protecting Connecticut’s environment and preserving the
natural resources of the State. The issue presently
before you is whether to issue a permt for a proposed
pi peline project that will have serious environnental
consequences on tidal wetlands in Connecticut and on water
guality and shellfish habitat in Long Island Sound. CFE
urges you to deny the pernmit application.

The seriousness of the potential
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envi ronnent al consequences that would result if this
proposal is approved can be seen in the unanimty wth
whi ch Connecticut’s public officials have responded to
protect the Sound from such projects. Rarely has any one
i ssue found such broad agreenent anong the various State
agenci es charged with protecting Connecticut’s
Envi ronment. The Governor and the General Assenbly have
i ndependent |y established general noratoriunms on cross-
Sound energy pipeline projects. And in the case of the
speci fic subm ssion before you, both the Attorney
Ceneral s office and the Departnent of Environnental
Protection have rai sed serious concerns about the proposed
pr oj ect.

On Cctober 15'", 2000 the Connecticut DEP
determned for the first tine that the pipeline project
was i nconsistent with Connecticut’s Coastal Zone

Managenent plan. And just |ast week they reaffirmed that

denial. The DEP expressed particul ar concern about the
proposed use of horizontal directional drilling. The
Department noted that the rel eases of bentonite drilling

fluid routinely occur in at |east 50 percent of all such
projects. Shellfish populations are particularly at risk
under this project because the proposed drilling corridor

will pass directly bel ow 2000 |inear feet of shellfish
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| ease beds. Despite the very real danger of such a
bentonite rel ease however, the applicant has consistently
failed to provide any plans related to nonitoring and/ or
mtigation of such rel eases.

These are not problens wthout solutions
however. The DEP specifically found that there was at
| east one viable alternative to the current proposal that
woul d significantly reduce the adverse environnental
i npacts of the pipeline.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.

MR ROTHENBERGER |I'Il submt the rest.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.  Next
speaker, | believe L-O U I-K? Second nane, DI-CGOCE-Q
900 Chapel Street? No. Ckay. Bruce Walker, who will be
foll owed by Peter Brown.

MR BRUCE WALKER: May nane is Bruce \Wal ker
and | live in New Haven, but | work in Branford. | work
at Wi tewood School .

Wi t ewood School is within feet of the
railroad line and I’ mconcerned about the safety of
upwar ds of 100 students, plus roughly 18 of ny friends and
col | eagues. A nunber of years ago there was a sinilar
type of gas line that ran under the right of way of a

railroad line in California. After a derail nent and the
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subsequent cl ean-up, during the clean-up they
i nadvertently conprom sed the integrity of the pipe and
subsequent to that the pressure of the pipe blew through
the part that had been conprom sed and it caused a
conflagration that w ped out an entire nei ghborhood.

Wiy it seens |like a good idea to put a
pi peline next to a railroad line boggles ny mnd. [If I
was a cynic | mght think it was corporate greed. For
once, we should |l et commobn sense prevail over corporate
greed and stop the pipeline. Please deny this petition.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Peter Brown followed by John Frank.

MR PETER BROAN:. H . |’ m Peter Brown.
|’ ma summer resident of Pot Rock Island in the Thinble
Islands and |’ ma resident of 2 Hart Avenue in the Pine
O chard nei ghbor hood of Branford.

| " m speaki ng tonight for the fol ks that
summrer on the Thinble Islands. There's about 100 famlies
that the Thinble |slands Association represents. Senator
Dodd nentioned in his witten statenent that Long I|sland
Sound was the jewel of Connecticut and the Thinble Islands
are certainly its string of pearls. And we very nuch ask
that you fol ks deny the application.

Qur Associ ati on unequi vocal |y, unani nously
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objects to the pipeline for five basic reasons. One,
envi ronnent al damage during the construction process.
Two, the environnmental inpact while the pipe is |aying on
t he seabed, we’re concerned that the delicate | obster
popul ation will be further inpacted. Even in natural
circunstances it’s been proven to be very delicate.
Three, safety. They’'ve tal ked about the rail Iine,
t hey’ ve tal ked about the barge canal. One thing no one
has nmentioned is corrosion. W’re very concerned that
this pipe in the salt environment will certainly corrode
and | think you'll find many of the pipeline disasters
have had a conponent of corrosion, and we're concerned
about that.

Four, there’s no public benefit. Not one
Thinble Island will have access to this gas, although the
pipeline will be some 500 feet away on the western side of
our properties. And we really are counting on the Arny
Corps of Engineers to protect our pearls. Please do so.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, John Franks who will be followed by Patrick Low.

MR JOHN FRANK: My name is John Frank and
| m Chai rman of the Norwal k Shellfish Conm ssion. So this

is not a not in nmy backyard kind of thing. “This
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application is for an unnecessary shortcut across
Connecticut and Long Island Sound to inprove a conpetitive
mar ket position and deliver gas from Canada to Long

| sl and, New YorKk.

Applicants already sell gas there. No
benefit in Connecticut is anticipated. No reason is given
to destroy 271 acres at |east of Long Island Sound bottom
nost of it shellfish habitat when an upland route is
al ready established. There is existing pipeline on Long
| sl and owned by Keyspan that they intend to connect to.
This is really a request for a subsidy for I|slander East
i nvest ors.

This line across public Trust Land under
t he Sound coul d save them noney at enornous environnent al
cost. W know they can bury utilities with very little
environnental inpact on dry land. The record burying
utilities underwater has been terrible. Look at Cross
Sound Cable, or the Iroquois Pipeline, or the |eaking
cables fromMNorwalk to Northport. This is only one of
several proposals, all based on some destruction of public
Trust Land. The danmage done to shellfish habitat is
al ways total and pernanent.

Connecti cut Departnent of Environnental

Protection was right when they denied this application
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twice. They found it caused unaccept abl e envi ronnent al

i mpacts and pointed out that it was not the only way to
get the gas to Long Island. The damage done when |roquoi s
laid their pipeline, which is not being expanded, should
never be forgotten. The scars are still there. The
shel | fish are gone forever

The fl oor of the Sound nust be protected
fromfurther destructive comrercial devel opnent. A major
industry in Connecticut is at stake. Please deny this
appl i cation.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Patrick Low? Elizabeth Dock who will be followed
by Naom Low.

M5. ELI ZABETH DOCK: My nane is Elizabeth
Dock. | live at 249 Pleasant Point Road in Branford.

The proposed pipeline through Branford
effects me personally three ways. First, nmy home | ooks
over a healthy salt neadow not nore than 1,000 feet to the
northeast froma land to water entry site of the pipeline.

And | believe the prevailing currents will bring
sedinents, including drilling materials and heavy netal s,
directly under this marsh, a breeding site for fish
shellfish and birds. [|’ma one-third owner of an adjacent

sand beach, which will be simlarly inpacted.
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Active conmercial harvesting of shellfish
inthe pipeline area is visible frommny home and the known
danmage, if we learned fromthe MIford site, will render
t hese sites unusable for years. Connecticut is
justifiably proud of it’s shellfishing industry and to
all ow an unproven drilling project to tunnel under and
t hr ough t hese beds woul d be shameful .

Just during the break |I spoke with Dr.
Sally Richards, a Yale Marine Scientist. And she told ne
that sound levels during drilling at the site is probably
going to exceed 80 deci bels. She didn’t know how far
these levels would be transmtted underwater, but that
certainly is sonething that needs to be taken into
consi deration, especially when we are tal king about the
known seals that are in the area.

This project is only for the gain of
| slander East and it’'s parent conpanies. | urge that
conmon sense prevail, public trust be honored, that the
fragility of this region recogni zed and that this damagi ng
route be rejected by the Arny Corps. Thank you very rmuch.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Naom Low? N ck Christmal? 1|s he here?
Char |l es Johnson?

MR CHARLES JOHNSON. Good evening. |I’'m
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Charl es Johnson and | live at 2 Juniper Point Road in
Branford and | thank you for hanging in here with us so
| ate this evening.

“Toni ght | appear before you in two
capacities. First, | come to you as the President of the
Juni per Point Association, representing 21 hone or
| andowners in the Juni per Point section of Pine Orchard in
Branford. So in effect, this is about our backyard. This
project directly inpacts our residents in that it skirts
t he boarder of our property, while directly inpacting the
wet | ands and of fshore assets that we all enjoy on a daily
basi s.

The potential addition of a high-pressure
gas pipeline on an active railroad right-of-way al so adds
a significant elenent of risk to our residents, which is
clearly not attractive and certainly not consistent wth
this residential area. In addition, it’s construction
woul d i ntroduce substantial noise pollution for an
extended period of time to our residents. Qur residents
ask you urgently to reject this proposal.

Second, | cone before you as a citizen and
a businessman. | amfortunate to | ead a publicly owned
corporation, which has earned promnence in it’s own

markets. Therefore, | amnost sensitive to the need for

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

143
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

adequat e energy resources for our citizens w thout which
we cannot continue to build a prosperous society.
However, | strongly believe that good busi ness | eaders
nmust bring bal anced values to our desire for growmh and
profit, while still providing respect for the natural
resources we enjoy.

These ideas are not nutually exclusive as
sonetinmes inplied by one side or the other.

Unfortunately, the basic prem se of the proposed pipeline
proj ect does not neet a bal anced val ues test.

In short, | urge you to disallowthe
proposal s before you that would enable this project to go
forward or encourage it on the proposed site. W live in
a great country and hopefully all of us will vote our
consci ence at the next general election for officials to
| ead our State and National affairs. | encourage al
Connecticut citizens to consider the position of
candi dates on the pipeline project as an inportant voting
criterion as they approach the polls. W cannot all ow
this type of project to rule -- project thinking to rule
the day. Cood governance and our great shoreline depend
on it. The very weight of public outcry demands it.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, Paul HU A-NG? Mark DeFelice, it looks like DE
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capital F-E-L-1-CGE? Maria Stocknmal? To be foll owed by
Sarah Ri chards.

M5. MARIA STOCKVAL: H . M nane is Maria
Stockmal . | represent over 300 nmenbers of the New Haven
Bird Aub of which I'"'mthe Conservation Conmittee
Chai r per son.

W do support Stop the Pipeline and it’s
concerns. In addition, we are concerned about
di sappearing habitat that are friendly to birds. W have
di sappeari ng species in Connecticut and we have a decrease
in popul ation of some species. Qur pass time is becom ng
harder to find and it’s al so becomng a skill.

| know the pipeline runs through an area
called the Geen Corridor, which is a mgratory stop for
birds. | don't knowif the revision still has an inpact
on that area, but whether it does or not we need to take a
greater responsibility when we devel op or interrupt the
envi ronnent because we’'re probably losing nore than we're
gai ni ng.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Sarah R chards? Mke GUARNI-EERE? 11
Pl easant Drive. Linda Lantz, L-A-N-T-Z, followed by John
Lant z.

M5. LINDA LANCZ: Good evening. M name is
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Li nda Lancz and | am a Board nenber of the Ecol ogi cal
Heal th Organi zati on, whose purpose is to nonitor any
projects that are proposed that inpact the environnment. |
was -- |I'’mcurrently living in Quilford, but | was born in
Branford and | amextrenely famliar with all the inpacted
areas on the shoreline that are currently being proposed
for the pipeline.

| don’t know how anybody can seriously
consider this proposal. It absolutely boggles ny mnd
that it has been even given such serious consideration and
it has taken two years out of the lives of all the people
that you see here tonight who have had to waste their tine
on this kind of foolishness. Now, Connecticut has been
through this before with another proposal for the Antrak
train, where we saw all of Connecticut was united agai nst
that foolishness and after years of wearing down the
opposition we got it anyway. And this is nmy concern about
what we’re goi ng through again and agai n.

Wiy are we here tonight? | would like to
know and | amsorry that no one on the Arny Corps of
Engi neers has addressed the issue of why this hearing is
even being held after DEP has denied this proposal. This
is out of order as far as | understand it. But | am

hopi ng sonmebody will speak to that.
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But what | want to talk about is the
process of why we are here. | understand it’s because the
adm ni stration has put pressure on you and put you in the
hot seat to try to reconsider something that has been
totally rejected by everybody. There is no support for
this proposal. |In fact, there is such active opposition
as represented here tonight that it should not even be
considered, it should be dropped. Now, what we shoul d do
is look for something that will give a pernmanent
i njunction against this proposal so that we don’t have to
cone out here and waste our tine night after night with
this kind of situation

It is a waste. It is a threat. And I'm
begi nning to think that Anerican denocracy nmeans that al
t he peopl e have the right to speak and vote and organi ze
and the peopl e who are supposed to be leading this country
have the right to ignore us.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, John Lancz.

MR JOHN LANCZ: John Lancz. |I'ma
Congregational mnister, forner resident of Stony Creek,
current resident of Quilford. And | hold in ny hand a
publication by Islander East that tells nme that they

strive to be a good neighbor. | w sh that were true and

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

147
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

" mglad that |slander East is not ny nei ghbor.

They present argunents about m nim zing
environnental inpacts of drilling and trenching that |
find far fromconvincing. This program does nothi ng ot her
than pronote the financial interests of |slander East
Pi peline Conpany and it’s parent conpanies. Ecol ogical
interests are people interests. The pipeline s conpany
interests are profits. Profits are okay. W wouldn’t be
here wi t hout conpani es having profits, however, people are
nore inmportant.

Ve the people are part of the habitat that
woul d be negatively inpacted by this project. | urge you
to deny the permt.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, MU K-U-ND, second nane NOR1? To be foll owed
by Paul Bradl ey.

MR MUKUND NCRI: Good eveni ng everybody
and thanks for waiting so long. M nane is Mukund Nori .
| live in North Branford, 32 Hunter H Il Road. |1'ma
citizen of this country and |I'’mproud to be one and I’ m
really, really upset the way this thing is going on this
whol e eveni ng.

Peopl e have spoken a | ot about why they' re

agai nst the pipeline and there’s -- I’mnot going to
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repeat everybody’s thing. | cane here, ny profession is a
scientist, | cane here hoping to hear something fromthe
ot her side that would at | east give ne sone sort of a

bal ance. Instead what |’ve heard is stuff that nmakes ne
even nore concerned that this pipeline should be stopped

i medi ately, that we should not be going forward at all.

They tal k about a nodel that says m ni num
inmpact. As a scientist, when you have a nodel, you test
it against data. And the data here -- and if the data
doesn’t fit the nodel you don’'t change the data, you
change the nodel. |It’'s as sinple as that. And what |'m
hearing is that no -- this nodel is going to be good -- is
going to have little inpact on the environment when
there’s anple data fromMIford and from ot her areas that
says just the opposite.

| don’t know how we can go forward as
engi neers, you are scientists. As people of -- as
citizens, we want to be -- want common sense to prevail
and all the commobn sense here says, stop this project.
Thank you for your tinme.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir.  Next
speaker, Paul Bradley. M. Bradley will be foll owed by
Davi d Schaffer.

MR PAUL BRADLEY: Good evening. Paul
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Bradl ey, operator Rolling Acres Farm 394 Foxon Road,
North Branford, Connecticut.

|"mhere this evening to voice ny
opposition to the Islander East project. W have spent a
ot of time debating and asking questions. W have gotten
l[imted information fromthem M/ property woul d be
personal ly inpacted. They're planning to put their
easenent through and al so take additional hayfield to use
as a work area. | know what happened 30 years ago when
they put the first pipeline through and this soil has
never truly recovered in their work areas. | can imagi ne
what they’'re going to do to Long |sland Sound based upon
what |’ ve heard and read from both sides.

VW the people are here, turn out tine and
time again to be heard. There is a better route for this
pipeline. It may not create the cash flow that Duke
Energy and Keyspan want, but unfortunately that is the
alternative, the environnmental |y sensitive alternative.
Keyspan tal ks about the demand for gas on Long Island, but
yet for about a year now t hey ve been giving away free
furnaces that are gas powered if people convert. They're
creating a demand artificially.

| would like to think that we the peopl e of

Connecticut will come out nore |ike George Patton instead
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of CGeorge Custer. And I'’mcrossing ny fingers, because
fol ks, the Colonel fromthe Corps of Engineers came from
West Point, so we know he has honor. Thank you
MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, David Schaffer followed by Sandy B-R E-S-H 1-N

Breshi n.

MR DAVI D SCHAFFER. Good evening. M nane
is David Schaffer. | reside in 15 Spring Rock Road, Pine
O chard in Branford. | ama registered intervenor against

| sl ander East.

| amhere to speak in opposition to
| sl ander East’s proposed gas line. They have no
sensitivity to the routing and the people they are
disturbing. This is larger than a local issue. You' ve
heard ny friends, ny neighbors, our State el ected
officials, our Federal officials speak in opposition to
this. Long Island Sound is an estuary. It is a nursery.
It is a nursery to the Atlantic fisheries. W are going
to hanper this production very significantly in shellfish
and fin fish. It goes way beyond the power that they want
to generate fromthe gas from Nova Scotia

| beseech the Arny Corps of Engineers to
listen to the people they hear here tonight and the peopl e

who represent us. This is not a good proposal. It should
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be deni ed. Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, Sandy Breslin. Dd |l get that right? Could you
pl ease spell your nane for the record?

M5. SANDY BRESLIN: Yes indeed. It’'s ny
poor penmanshi p and not your pronunciation at fault.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.

M5. BRESLIN. It’s Sandy Breslin, B-RE S
L-1-N

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you.

M5. BRESLIN. |1’mhere tonight as a
representative of Audubon Connecticut, a part of the
nati onal Audubon Society here in Connecticut. W have
nore than 16,000 nmenbers and our mission is to protect
birds, other wildlife and their habitat through research
conservation, advocacy and educati on.

| want to thank you first for being here
tonight and for lasting so |long and so graciously and for
giving us the opportunity to conment. Audubon Connecti cut
has serious concerns regardi ng the |slander East pipeline
project. This proposal has the potential to negatively
i mpact birds, wildlife and inportant habitat in and al ong
Long | sl and Sound.

Long Island Sound has historically been a
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maj or wntering area for both greater and | esser scaup, a
particul ar species nmentioned earlier in the testinony of
Dr. Barkley. There was a peak nunber estinmated at 95, 000
back in 1948. Today it’'s estimated that 60 percent of the
scaup in the United States winter in an area stretching
from Cape Cod down to northern New Jersey. |In particular,
the water adjacent to the Thinble Island from Sacheni s
Head in Quilford to Indian Neck in Branford are a key
wintering area and mgratory stop over area for scaup and
for other mgratory waterfow.

There is a declining popul ati on of scaup.
W' re very concerned. W would echo -- |’ m now
sunmari zi ng because | see the yellow light. W would echo
the comrents of Comm ssioner Rocque that there’'s a great
potential in this construction project and the ongoi ng
impacts of it to inpact nollusks, which are a prinmary food
for scaup. There’'s increasing data that scaup are now
bei ng exposed to heavy netal s and organo comnpounds t hat
are toxic to them Dr. Barkley has an | ong ongoi ng study
t hat has been | ooking at this issue and we are very
concerned that stirring up the sedinment in this area wll
only increase their exposure to these toxics, which reduce
their immune system and can conprom se reproductive

Success.
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| would just add that there seens to be a
prudent and feasible alternative to the proposed project
and the proposed route. It has a | esser environnental
i mpact. Audubon Connecticut would urge you to deny this
application and to require that |slander East seek an
alternative route that is | ess environnental ly damagi ng.
Thank you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Next speaker, Leah Lopez followed by Sue Hol | ownay.

M5. LEAH LOPEZ: Cood evening. M nane is
Leah Lopez and |’ m here representing Save the Sound.
“W’'re a 30-year-old New York and Connecticut non-profit
nmenber shi p organi zati on dedi cated to the restoration
protection and appreciation of Long Island Sound and it’s
wat er shed t hrough advocacy, education and research. W
request that you deny the permt for the portion of this
file that relates to the construction and operation of the
49.9 mles of natural gas pipeline infrastructure, in
particular the 22.6 mles within Long Island Sound.

| would like to provide a few cursory
statenents to preface ny comments. Approxinately one
third of the Sound’s title marshes have been filled. Mich
of the remai ni ng marshes have been ditched, diked, or

i mpounded, further reducing their ecol ogical value. Less
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than 10 percent of the land within the i medi ate coasta
areas of Long Island Sound is pernanently protected.

Only 292 mles or 23 percent of the total
shoreline around Long Island Sound is accessible and open
space throughout the coastal region continues to be
di spl ayed by nore urban and suburban | and uses, thus
coastal Land Trusts have hei ghtened val ue.

Long Island Sound is the only estuary in
t he nation covered by the Ccean Dunpi ng Act and sound
engi neering should not suffer in an effort to avoid it’s
25,000 cubic yard triggering volune. Long Island Sound
originated 15,000 years ago and is the cul mnation of
3, 000, 000 years of natural processes.”

| will now nake ny followi ng corments to
three primary points. The first being the ever popul ar
Public Trust. “This proposed permt is for the free use
of the Connecticut Public Trust. It is sought by a non-
wat er dependent, non-historical, non-riparian, private
entity. Wth every such project granted the argunent that
this is a finite ecosystemthat should be guarded and
protected for future use, is greatly di m nished.

The second being |ong-termfl oor habitat
changes. Deep intrusions |ike those proposed by the

Applicant into the structural nmake-up of the Sound may
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permanently alter benthic habitats. |In particular, the
hol es that are | eft by anchor scaring.”

Seei ng yellow, we’re noving on
significantly. “I think it’s wise to note that the
Branford Land Trust was one of the first recipients of a
grant under the Long Island Sound Stewardship System
whi ch is based on a Conprehensive Conservation and
Managenent Pl an adopted by Connecticut, New York and the
United States Environnental Protection Agency.

And 1'd like to say in conclusion despite
what some might say this is not a local issue. This is
not Connecticut versus New York. This is about the shared
resource of Long Island Sound. But even nore to the
point, it’s a national epidemic. At what point do we stop
tal ki ng about protection and start acting?

| will conclude with a quote from President
Theodore Roosevelt. ‘The nation behaves well if it treats
the natural resources as assets which it nust turn over to
t he next generation increased, and not inpaired in val ue.

Thank you very much.”

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you na’ am
Charl ene Granata? Elizabeth P-O S-S 1-DE-NK? Victor
Budni ck?

MR VICTOR BUDNI CK:  Thank you. |’m Victor
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Budnick. M/ wife and | are homeowners in Stony Creek and
we're here to speak in opposition of the Islander East
pr oj ect.

For all the reasons you ve heard tonight,
which | won't rehash, this is a fatally flawed project,
whi ch no anmount of nodification or change coul d ever
correct. In short, it’s sinply a very bad idea and it’s
incredi ble that |slander East hasn't |earned that.

The only additional information |'d want to
point out is that we’'re in the mdst of a 10-year repair
of 1-95 between Branford and New Haven. [-95, as you
probably know, is perpendicular to the proposed route of
t he pi peline and of course that involves blasting, traffic
with fumes and all sorts of additional environnenta
stress. The last thing we need is additional
environnental stress in a route that’s perpendicul ar on
the shore to 95.

In ny professional life | work for the
State and invest in energing high-tech conpanies. W
woul d never consider a project or a conpany that was as
dangerous, risky, unproven as this project froma safety
perspective, froman environnental perspective, from an
econom c perspective. There’'s no showi ng that there's any

gas to be delivered. That there’s any need for the gas.

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O O 00 N OO O B W N +—» O©O

157
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

O that the project could be acconplished successfully.
In fact, the only -- the only assunption you coul d nmake
about the economics of this project is that these
conpani es expect to be free riders on the benefit of the
publ i c because otherwi se there is no cost benefit.

The Corps is to be congratul ated because
for the many years it’s admnistered it’'s various statutes
and it’s understood both it’s statutes and em nent domain,
have required that many be benefited and protected at the
expense of the few This project does otherw se and |
respectfully request the Corps deny the permt. Thank
you.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG.  Thank you sir. Next
speaker, D.J. King? Stephen Upson? Wwo will be foll owed
by N chol as Berkum

MR STEPHEN UPSON: H . |’m Steve Upson.
And 1've lived here all ny life. M grandfather cane here
from East Haven and | nean, so there’s a long tine. So as
far as -- we were farnmers and we’ ve al ways done things
just, okay, if you want to do it over there, it’s on your

property, do whatever you want to do. No problem But,

you know, every -- things have to be maintained. It’'s --
a pipeline has to be maintained. If you don't put oil in
your car it won't go. | nmean, it just wears out. Your
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tires, they wear out. It’s no m nd boggling deal .

Soin-- to nme, you know, this is just --
you' re putting sonething under the ground that you can’t
get to when you want to just to check it and you can put
all these little eyes down there all you want, but when
you got to go fix it, nobody wants to know not hing. And
so as far as I'’mconcerned, that’s -- I'm-- | would worry
nore about it being fixed. W' s going to fix it? Just
who would fix it if it broke? Wwo would fix it? It sure
is not going to be one person, and that’s the person in
the big seat that’s putting it in there.

Because |’ ve al so been in heavy
construction and |I’ve been with sonme big conpanies. | --
we were a little conpany and they hired us, but you know,
it was tough for themto stand behind, you know, the guy
who put the seat on here. He has to stand behind him |
nmean, the guy who nakes the thing for this, you ve got to
stand behind it.

MODERATOR ROSENBERG  Thank you sir. Thank
you very nmuch. Next speaker, N cholas Berkun? |I|s there
anyone here that has filled out a card, but | have not
called? |Is there anyone here who has not filled out a
card wishing to make a conment, or wishes to at this tine?

Ladi es and gentl enmen, our Hearing O ficer, Colonel
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Koni ng.

HEARI NG OFFI CER KONI NG Thank you Larry.
W’ ve heard a great many thoughtful statenents this
evening and we, the Corps, are going to have to give
careful analysis -- we’'re going to be required of all the
statenments before a determ nati on can be nmade and a
decision rendered in this particular case. As a result of
the coments that have happened this evening, and
particul arly because of the volunme of data that has been
deposited up front by the participants and also in the
rear where we have our other stenographer, | amgoing to
extend the public coment period until the 5" of
Sept enber, fromthe 15'" of August, which we had nentioned
earlier this evening. Your witten coments can be
submtted to the Corps of Engineers until the cl ose of
busi ness day on the 5'" of Septenber and they will receive
equal consideration with those other issues presented this
eveni ng.

Each question or issue raised will be
addressed in our statenent of findings on the Corps
determ nation regardi ng the Al gonquin Gas Transm ssi on
Line and the Islander East Pipeline permt application.

W at the Corps extend our appreciation to all those who

took time to be here tonight, that took tine to speak,

PCST REPORTI NG SERVI CE
HAMDEN, CT (800) 262-4102



© 00 ~N oo o B~ w N P

[ S S = T
w N = O

160
HEARI NG RE: ALGONQUI N GAS/ | SLANDER EAST
AUGQUST 5, 2003

that took tinme to provide us information of which we can
base our revi ew upon.

|I’d like to -- before |I conclude this
hearing 1'd like to extend ny appreciation to the town of
Branford and specifically to the high school here for the
use of this facility tonight, to the Branford Police
Departnment that has been here all evening long and |I’d
like to thank you and those who have now | eft, but those
who cane, spent your time providing us with your thoughts,
your comments and your concerns. Thank you again and good
eveni ng.

(Wher eupon, the hearing adjourned at 11:15
p.m)
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