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District to change command in July:
Flag will pass from Osterndorf to Koning

The command of the U.S. Army
Corpsof EngineersNew England Dis-
trictwill passfromCol. BrianE. Ostern-
dorf to Col. ThomasL. Koningon July
19. Theeventisscheduledtotakeplace
at Fanueil Hall in Boston, Mass.

Col. Koningisanativeof Michigan.
He is a graduate of the United States
Military Academy with a Bachelor's
Degreein Engineering. Heholdsthree
Master’ sDegrees, onein Geology and
one in Civil Engineering, both from
North CarolinaStateUniversity andone
inStrategic StudiesfromtheU.S. Army
War College. Heisalicensed Profes-
sional Engineer inthe Commonwealth
of Virginia

Hismilitary educationincludesthe
Engineer Officer Basic and Advanced
Courses, Combined ArmsServicesStaff
Schoal, U.S. Army Commandand Gen-
eral Staff College and the U.S. Army
War College.

Col. Koning began hismilitary ca-
reer in 1980 as a Platoon Leader and
company ExecutiveOfficerinthe547th
Engineer Battalion (Combat) in
Darmstadt, Federal Republic of Ger-
many. In 1984, he was reassigned to
Fort Stewart, Georgia and the 92nd
Engineer Battalion (Combat Heavy).
Thereheserved asan Assistant Opera-
tionsOfficer (S-3) andthencommanded

C Company, 92nd Engineer Battalion.
After command, he attended graduate
school and served four years as an
Assistant Professor at theUnited States
Military Academy intheDepartment of
Geography and Environmental Engi-
neering. In 1994, hewasreassignedto
Fort Benning, Georgiawhereheserved
as the Operations Officer (S-3) of the
317th Engineer Battalion (Combat),
supporting the 3rd Brigade of the 24th

Col. ThomasL. Koning

Infantry Division (Mech). Following
this assignment he became the Design
Engineer of the36th Engineer Group at
Fort Benning. In 1996, he was reas-
signed as the Chief of the Engineer
Regional Training Team in Readiness
Group Jackson at Fort Jackson, South
Carolina. Followingthisassignment he
becametheOperationsOfficer (S-3) of
the157thInfantry Brigadeat Fort Jack-
son.

From 1998 through 2000, he com-
manded the 62nd Engineer Combat
Battalion(Heavy) at Fort Hood, Texas.
After command, heserved astheFacili-
tiesPlans Officer inthe Engineer Divi-
siononthestaff of the Commander-in-
Chief, U.S. Pacific Command at Camp
Smith, Hawaii.

ThefutureDidtrict Engineer’ sawards
and decorations include the Defense
MeritoriousServiceMeda, M eritorious
ServiceMedal (4thOLC), Army Com-
mendation Medal (2nd OLC), Joint
Service Achievement Medal, Army
Achievement Medal (2nd OLC), Na-
tional Defense ServiceMedal (1BSS),
Southwest Asia Service Medal, Hu-
manitarian Service Medal, Army Ser-
viceRibbon, Overseas Service Ribbon
(2), Parachutist Badge, the Joint Meri-
torious Unit Award (1 OLC) and the
Army Superior Unit Award.
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Yankee
Voices

Congratulations

... to Joanne Ellis, Programg/
Project Management Division,
who was selected as the WE
Committee's Employee of the
Month for May.

Joanne was recognized for

theexceptional support shepro-
videstoall of PPMD aswell as
othersthroughout the New En-
glandDistrict.
...toPark Manager Catherine
Higgins and Park Ranger
Timothy Russell asthe Team
of the Month for May.

Team members were recog-
nized for heading up the 10th
Annual EarthDay celebrationat
West Thompson Lake.

Words worth
repeating

They shall not grow old,
Aswethat areleft grow old,
Ageshall not weary them,
Nor the years condemn.

At the going down of the sun,
Andinthemorning,

Wewill remember them!

— LawrenceBinyon

Michael Hicks
Regulatory

Remembering Al Gallotta

Al Gallottawasagentlemen. Alwayscalm, patient, understanding, profes-
sional, diligent and reliable. His soft-spoken manner was always reassuring to
study and project managersin various stages of panic.

Alwaschief of Drafting. Every project inNew England Divisionwent through
Drafting at sometime or another -- you needed drafting to produce working
drawings; you needed drafting to produce plansand specs; you needed drafting
to produce reprints; you needed drafting for any graphic work. Everyone
depended on Al —and he delivered.

I'll dlwaysremember Al becausehewasamentor. Hehel pedmeconsiderably
asajunior Corps staffer — saving me more timesthan | careto mention. From
finding acost codetobury effortsthat | didn’t havefundsfor—to producing high
quality work that | knew was compliant with Corpsrequirements.

Alwasmissedwhenheformally allowed himself toretire. Al will beforever
in my memory as one of the “good guys.” My prayersand thanksare with Al.

JoeBocchino
ExecutiveAssistant

A moment of remembrance

InMay 1996, several senators observed agroup of school children touring
Washington, D.C. When they were asked what Memorial Day meant, they
responded, “ That’ s the day pools open.”

To put thememorial back in Memorial Day, Nebraska SenatorsBob Kerry
and Chuck Hagel co-sponsored aresolution to create ameaningful moment on
Memoria Day. Congresspassed theresol utionand establishedtheWhiteHouse
Commission on the National Moment of Remembrance on Dec. 28, 2000.

At 3 p.m. local time each Memoria Day, Americans are asked to pause a
minutetoremember thel.8 millionwhowerekilled servingthisnationsince 1775.
“Taps” will be played on public grounds and parks. (Ideas Unlimited)

YANKEE ENGINEER is an authorized unofficial Army newspaper under
provisions of AR 360-1 published monthly. Views and opinions expressed
are not necessarily those of the Department of the Army. Contributions
from readers are solicited, but publication depends on judgment of the editor.

No payment will be made for contributions. Published by the Public Affairs

Office, New England District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 696 Virginia

Road, Concord MA 01742-2751, 978-318-8777. Printed by the offset EditOr oo Ann Marie R. Harvie
method on recyclable paper by the Defense Printing Office in Boston, Mass. Media Relations OffiCer........coouiiiriiiininiiieienes Timothy J. Dugan
Circulation 1600. The YANKEE ENGINEER can be found on the World Public Affairs Specialist........cccoevireninniiiiiiieecene Sally M. Rigione
Wide Web at http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/news/yankee.htm

District ENGINEEr ......coeoveviiiiiiiiiieieieieiieins Col. Brian E. Osterndorf
Chief, Public Affairs ... Larry Rosenberg
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Commander's Corner:
A principled environmental philosophy

by Cal. Brian E. Osterndorf
District Engineer

By now you should al be famil-
iar with our Corps Environmental
Operating Principles, those seven
succinct statementsof what weasan
institution believeour environmen-
tal responsibilitiesare. Justincase
youmissedthem, they areposted on
our intranet home page (see Hot
Topics).

There are anumber of waysto consider the EOP. First,
they are an endorsement of the way that we already see our
responsibilitiesandtheculmination of anevolutioninhowwe
considered our work. We have evolved from justifying our
projectsasnecessary for thegreater publicgood and accepting
associated environmental damageascollateral and necessary,
however unfortunate, to acknowledging that we need to
bal anceenvironmental considerationsfully withour regional
water resourceproject needs. Moresimply said, wenolonger
consider our projects and the environment as an “ either-or”
proposition, but as an “and” proposition. Clearly we are
establishingavery crediblereputationaspremier environmen-
tal engineers.

Our work in support of Superfund projects is world
renowned, and perhaps at the other end of the spectrum, the
New England District has set the standard for innovation in
small restoration and protection projects. The Regulatory
Divisionisrecognizedforitsinnovationinstreamlining permit-
ting processeswiththestate, not only tobemoreefficient, but
alsotobemorecomprehensiveandthorough. Wearelearning
tobetter engagewithall stakehol dersand haveeven achieved
someremarkablepartnershipswithenvironmental groupsthat
had previously been at oddswith us. A great exampleof this
last point isthe cost-sharing partnership with Save The Bay,
RhodeldandandtheDistrict tofind restoration opportunities
alongthe Ten Mile River in Rhode lsland.

Our flood control projectsnow better incorporateconsid-
eration of seasonal impacts on riparian habitat and sensitive
species as they operate those projects. We are currently
workingwithboththeVermont Agency for Natural Resources
and the Nature Conservancy to develop better operating
techniques for raising and lowering our pool levels and/or
releasing water so as to have less of a dramatic impact on
species sensitivetoratesof flow or level change. And since
weareal earning Organization, wewill communicatethose
lessons learned to al of our flood control projects, not just

those in Vermont or New Hampshire. Finaly, anyone
involved in planning for and executing navigation projects
knows how extensively we study and model the potential
impacts on marine habitat resulting from the placement of
dredged materials. Notonly dowestudy moreextensively, but
the DAMOS monitoring we have been conducting over the
years helps us know how to be more successful in dredged
material management, with “success’ being defined asmost
environmentally protective. By publishingtheCorpsEnviron-
mental Operating Principles, we have an opportunity to not
only publicly announcewhat we believein, but also demon-
strateour commitment by heral ding our environmental accom-
plishments.

But, weshould al so consider theEOP asour summonsand
our license to go further. We must continue to evolve; the
yardstickisnolonger “Dono (environmental) harm,” but now
itis“Do (environmental) good, whenever and wherever we
find an opportunity to do so.”

For the most part, the current paradigm for “doing envi-
ronmental good” is a four step process. Step 1 involves
problem identification, usually by someone or some group
directly impacted or most knowledgeabl eof anenvironmental
concern. Step2| call “ agitatefor action,” whichinvolvesany
number of methodsto rai se public consciousnessto the point
that it becomesapriority to do something about the problem.
Step 3 is the problem solving phase, and we consider it a
success when, due to the credibility of the Corps and our
reputation for integrity and sound science and engineering
skills, we are called upon to solve the problem. In fact, we
areuniqueasagovernment agency intheaboveregardandwe
are growing our reputation as the nation’s environmental
engineers. Step4includesmonitoringtheresults, maintaining
andsustaining any physical solutionrequired, andre-initiating
theprocessover againif theproblemisn’ t solved satisfactorily.

The Environmental Operating Principles provide some
basis for reconsidering this paradigm. First, we should
recognize that Step 1 is now better labeled “opportunity
identification.” Specifically, instead of looking at how to do
projectssoastoavoidenvironmental harm, weshouldlook at
incorporating environmental enhancementsinto our project
features.

Moreover, weshould continueto seek projectswhosesole
benefitisenvironmental value. Second, weshouldfigureout
how to participateinall four stepsof theprocess. |deally, we
canmatureour relationshipswithall theregional stakeholders
toafull partnership, that includes active participation in the
problem/opportunity and agitatefor action phases, aswell as

continued involvement through Phase 4.
Continued on page 5
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Northern Right
Whale visits
Cape Cod Canal

Story by Joe Mazzola
Photos by John Murner
Cape Cod Canal

The Cape Cod Canal wasclosedto
commercia traffic for five hours on
April 15duetoanunexpectedvisitfrom
an endangered Northern Right Whale.
A visitor bicycling aong the Canal re-
ported sightingawhal einthemiddleof
thelandcuttoMarineTraffic Controller
Brian Mulvey at around 1 p.m.

Thepatrol boat CATAUMET, op-
erated by Capt. John Murner, wasdis-
patched to investigate. Upon arrival,
deckhand Bob Blackwell identifiedthe
marinemammal asajuvenileNorthern
Right Whale, a critically endangered
Species.

TheCanal wasclosedtolargecom-
mercial trafficwhilethewha eremained
intheCanal. Onetugandbargeunitwas
aready intransit at thetime of closure
and was escorted around the whale by
the CATAUMET.

Whilethe patrol boat maintained a
protective escort, Marine Traffic Con-
trollerswerebusy coordinatingtheclo-
sure and maintaining contact with the
delayed commercial traffic.

OneCoast Guard Cutter andsix tug
and barge unitswere held over in Buz-
zardsBay, whileonecoastal tanker was
delayed in Cape Cod Bay.

The new radar tracking systemre-

cently installed at the Canal wasinstru-
mental inmonitoringthel ocationsof the
stalled traffic asvisibility in Buzzards
Bay waslimited by fog. Theability to
keep atrack on all eight radar targets
throughout theclosureallowedfor asafe
flow of trafficinto theanchorages, and
later the Canal.

Thewhal eexitedtheeasternend of
theCanal at approximately 6 p.m., five
hours after theinitial sighting and clo-
sure. Marine Traffic Controllers then
arranged an orderly transit of the back-
logged marinetrafficand normal opera-
tionswereresumed.

Cape Cod Bay, the body of water
abuttingtheCanal’ seasternentrance, is
acritical habitat areafor NorthernRight
Whales from January to early July.
NOAA estimates that |ess than 300 of
thewhalesremain.

The Corps of Engineers, New En-
gland District plays an active role in
Right Whaleconservation.

The Cape Cod Canal Field Office
participatesin amulti-agency partner-
ship, headed up by theNational Marine
FisheriesService, calledtheRight Whale
Sighting Advisory System (SAYS) that
informsmarinersof Right Whalesight-
inglocations.

Topleft: Thelost right whale peeksitshead out of the canal tolook at passing boats. Above: The
whale heads out of the canal back to the ocean.




Corps establishes a restricted area
on west side of Kennebec River in
Bath at request of the U.S. Navy

by Timothy Dugan
PublicAffairs

TheU.S. Army Corpsof Engineers
has established arestricted area at the
regquest of theU.S. Navy alongthewest
side of the Kennebec River adjacent to
the Bath Iron Works Shipyard in Bath,
Maine.

TheU.S. Navy, Supervisor of Ship-
building, Conservation and Repair at
Bath, Maine, made the request under
Section 7 of theRiversandHarborsAct
of 1917 and Chapter X1X of the Army
Appropriation Act of 1919.

Therestricted areaisan areaalong
the west side of the Kennebec River
fromtheRoute 1 highway bridgedown-
stream to the southern end of the Bath
IronWorks Shipyard (about ¥znauti cal
mile south from the bridge) extending
about 400feet fromthewaterward edge
of theshipyard’ sfacilities.

"V essels, withtheexception of law

enforcement and military or shipyard
vessals, will beprohibitedfromentering
theareaexcept withthewrittenpermis-
sion of the local Navy Supervisor or
Shipbuilding," said Project Manager
Richard Roach, of the Corps New
EnglandDistrict Regulatory Division.

A public notice on this proposed
restrictionwaspublished Dec. 18,2001
with a 30-day public comment period
that ended Jan. 18.

"Thepurposeof therestrictionisto
createanareaof separationbetweenthe
general navigationontheriver, theship-
yard facility and military ships under
construction at the Bath Iron Works,"
Roach said. Therestricted areawill be
marked off with aseriesof danger area
marker buoysand float lines.

Thefina rule(33 CFR Sec334.25)
waspublishedintheFederal Register on
April 25.

A principled environmental philosophy

Continued from page 3
Thisisn'tradical andinmany cases,
withjust alittlethought and energy, we
cangettherequiteeasily. For example,
in the case of looking at Vermont and
New Hampshire flood control project
operations, havinglearnedvauableles-
sonsthere, we can seek out state agen-
ciesand stakehol dersin M assachusetts,
Connecticut and Rhode Island to iden-
tify valuabl eriparianresourcesand how
tooperateour flood control facilitiesin
thosestatesto maximizehabitat benefit.
Additionally, we can ask them for
their advise on how to physicaly im-
prove the riparian habitat above and
below our project to make it more
compatibletothespeciesthat livethere.
Thesetypesof thingscanbeeasily done
by adding boulderstothewatercourseto
createbetter flow conditionsor creating
additional “deepholes’ that someother

speciesmight prefer, especially intimes
of low flow.

Moreover, sincewealready collect
and display real timeflow datafor our
projects, wecanask theNature Conser-
vancy, andtheother groupsweengage,
what other datawewould collectively
need to see in order to monitor our
results, and how wecan best present that
data.

Wecanbesimilarly creativein many
of theother thingswedo. TheEOPhelp
provide an orientation to this type of
creativity, to help us seek these oppor-
tunitieswemight not normally belook-
ing for. Not only will our projectsand
work be enhanced by seekingto incor-
porate environmental enhancements
when we find the opportunity to do so,
but our own personal satisfaction will
alsobeenhanced by finding that greater
good.
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Jim Record
retires with
33 years of
service

by LauraDay
Cape Cod Canal

Life is full of hellos and
good-byes, most, to some de-
gree, bitter and sweet.

Sowasthesend-off that the
Cape Cod Canal Field Office
gave James Record on the oc-
casion of his retirement from
the Corps.

On April 12, after 33 years
of service to the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Jim was
fetedinamost appropriateman-
ner by family, friends, and co-
workers.

AmongattendeeswasFrank
Ciccone, retired Engineer in
Chargeof the Cape Cod Canal,
Jm'’s lovely wife, Lucy, and
their three children. Dick
Carlson, Chief of Construction/
OperationsDivision, New En-
glandDistrictwasasoonhand
and presented Jim with hisre-
tirement certificateand pin.

Jimwaspresented with nu-
merousgiftsrelatedto hislove
of gardening; aswell asagiant
red pencil as reference to his
love of finding just the right
word when writing the many
memos, job descriptions, and
documentsfor whichhewill be
fondly remembered.

Bitter wasthegood byebut
sweet was the knowledge that
Jim isgoing onto enjoy lifeto
itsfullest, spending timein his
dream homein Canada.
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Park Ranger Viola Bramel discusses ecology and habitat during Take Your Daughters and Sons to Work Day.

District daughters and sons discover Corps'
mission, careers during national event

TheNew England District celebrated“ TakeY our Daugh-
ters and Sons to Work Day” on April 25 with educational
demonstrations and presentationsinvolving Corps of Engi-
neersprojectsand missions.

Approximately 15 childrenattended thecel ebration, held
intheConcord Park theatreand groundsfrom9a.m.to3p.m.
New England District family members were encouraged to
invitetheir children, ageseight to 15to the event.

First ontheagendafor theday’ seventswasan overview
and dlides of Corps of Engineers projects by Laureen
Borochaner, Project Management, and Kerry LeBlanc, Safety
Office. “Thediscussionwasvery general and focused more
onwhat ahazardouswastesite may ook likeand thetypesof
problems we face and how we protect ourselves (and
especially thekids, momsand dads) against these dangers,”
saidKerry.

Followingthepresentation, two childrenweresel ectedto
dressup in hazardous material (HAZMAT) suitsthat Corps
employees and their contractors wear when working at
Hazardous Waste sites. “ The kidswere really excited about
dressing up inthefull suits,” said Laureen.

Followingthesafety equipment dressup, Ruth Ladd and
Paul Minken, Regulatory, ledthechildrenonawetlandswal k.
“Beforewewent outsi dewetal ked abit about what constitutes
awetland (plants adapted to wet conditions, water, and soil
which has been formed in wet conditions) and why anyone
should careabout wetlands: wildlifehabitat, ability tocleanthe
water, ability to store water which reduces downstream
flooding, bank stabilization, etc.,” said Ruth. “1'mpretty sure
that afew of thekidsweremost excitedto beabletodigahole
inthewetland!”

After the brief presentation, Ruth and Paul escorted the

participantsto the wetland downsl ope of the detention basin
and pond behind Concord Park. “ Several kids were very
interestedinfeeling and seeing thedifferencesin soil textures
between the organic material on the surface (muck--a real
technical term), theequally dark but gritty A horizon, andthe
gray withyellow and orangespl otchesbeneathwhichindicate
awater tablethat risesandfall sthroughtheyear andleaves'rust
spots' (redoximorphicfeatures),” said Ruth.

Inadditionto examining soils, participantswerealsoable
toidentify plant lifetoincludeferns, arrowwood, dogwood,
and red maples. Deer tracks and wormswere al so abundant
around thewetland site.

A geology briefinginthetheatrewasnext ontheagenda.
Rosemary Schmidt, Cliff Opdyke, Paul Y oung, and Chris
Scabia made the presentation, which reflected the various
disciplinesof theDistrict’ sHTRW/Geotech Branch. “ Those
disciplinesaregeol ogists, chemists, toxicol ogists, geotechnical
and environmental engineers,” said Rose.

Topicsdiscussed weregroundwater, contamination, treat-
ment, instrumentation, and minerals. Thechildrenwereable
totouchandlook at avariety of rock and minerals, whichwere
provided by Paul Y oung. “Paul isan avid mineral collector,
and enjoys sharing what he has found,” said Rose. “He
brought mineral specimens such as smoky quartz and am-
ethyst, garnets, pyrite, fluorite, and limonite.”

Elementssuch asgold, silver, and copper aswell asfish
and shdllfishfossilswereal soavail ableduringthedemonstra-
tion. “I think that the children loved getting the mineral
handoutsof Paul’s,” said Cliff. “1 think they also enjoyedthe
‘pollutants’ (greendye) that wereaddedtoour ‘ aquifer’ aspart
of thedemonstration of how thepollutantsmovedinadynamic
system.”




Kerry LeBlanc dresses volunteers in safety clothing.

The children weren’t the only ones who enjoyed the
presentation. “Weprobably got thebiggest kick out of building
the mini-terrarium to demonstrate groundwater flow,” said
Rose. “Itwasagreat chancetoillustratetheeffect of particle
size of flow, and how contamination likes to travel along
preferential flow pathsasaresult.”

Jaysonllic, LauraFraser, and Scott Michalak assisted the
team behind the scenesto assure asuccessful presentation.

A GlSdemonstrationwasgivenby Matt Walsh. Thefina
presentationof theday, Ecol ogy and Habitat, took placeinthe
Concord Park courtyard. “The area lends well as thereis
stadium seating (steps) to one side- accommodates and
organizesgroupsof al agesquickly,” saidWest Hill Dam Park
Ranger ViolaBramel onthe spot she chosefor her presenta-
tion. “1 wasableto usethe picnic tables, treesand plants as
quick stationsfor the Water Cyclegame- they could identify
quickly soil, and plants. Thecourtyard set anatural boundary
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Attendees of Take your Daughters and Sonsto Work Day dig up some
soil during the wetlands walk.
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Kidsdiscover creaturesboth gooey and small during thewetlandswalk.

for arunning-typegameof ‘ Quick Frozen Critter’ that taught
theecological principleof ‘ Predator and Prey’ relationships.”

Other activities included a hands-on with a "bag of
marshmallows- mallow plant," andthephysical games-“Wa-
ter Cycle” withlargedicetorall.

The children received an " Outdoors Fun Book" that has
puzzles, mazes and pagesto color along with text telling the
story of and duties of apark ranger. Theolder childrenwere
challengedto completethebook | eft-handed toimprovemotor
skillstomakeit morechallenging and sharethesebookswith
younger siblings.

Laureenbelievedtheeventtobeasuccess. “| thought all
of theCorpsfolksparticipatingintheprogramdidagreatjob,”
shesaid. “They realy engaged the children. Both Barbara
Blumerisand | wishedthat our littleoneshad been old enough
to participate. | hopethat the children were ableto seethat
what their parentsdo is pretty interesting.”

Children take a break from the presentations for a snack.
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News From the Field:

A scouting extravaganza

Photo and story by Mark Wilmes
Naugatuck River Basin

It was not your typical day at the beach for Vincent
Gualtieri, Park Manager, Thomaston Dam Unit and Mark
Wilmes, Basin Ranger/ECC of the Naugatuck River Basin.
They spent the day representing the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineersat theConnecticut Y ankee Council, Boy Scoutsof
America, “Scouting Extravaganza® Camporee and Scout
Show on May 11 at Hammonasset State Park.

Boy Scouts crowd around Mark Wilmes to see the dam model.

The duo staffed a Corps exhibitina20’ x 20" tent with
numerous displays. A model of a flood control dam and
wetland area was used to teach scouts how the Corps uses
man-made and natural features to control flooding. Instru-
mentswere used to show how piezometer readingsand snow
surveysaretaken. Animal mountsandartificial nestingboxes
weredisplayed emphasizingthenatural resourcemanagement
program conducted at the dams and brochures and handouts
were given to visitors explaining water safety and the many
opportunitiesfor recreation on Corps managed areas.

In addition to the Corps, the Schooner New Haven, the
Seat Belt Convincer and Crash Simulator, U.S. Navy Sedls,
U.S. Army, U.S. Marines, U.S. Coast Guard, Connecticut
Audubon Saciety andthe State Police had demonstrationsand
exhibits. The U.S. Military Black Knights Parachute Team
performed a jump from a helicopter. The award winning
Quinnipiac Dancers performed authentic Native American
dances dressed in replicated Native American dress. Other
activitiesincludedaBB gunrange, climbingwall, hamradio
station, pushmobilerace, kite flying and much more.

TheConnecticut Y ankeeCouncil servesmorethan 25,000
youth members from 556 Cub Scout Packs, Boy Scout
Troops, Explorers Posts and Venturing Crews. The event
coordinators were very pleased with the turnout and the
spectacular weather. They agreed that fun washad by scouts
andadultsalike

Honoring Patriots

The New England District Ranger Color
Guard marches past the Minuteman statue
and maketheir way acrossthehistoricNorth
Bridgein Concord, Mass., duringthetown of
Concord'sPatriot'sDayparadeheldin April. =
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Photoby C.J. Allen




Duffy lends
photos for
Concord Park
art display
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I nrecent months, theonceplain hallwaysof Concord Park havebeen
decorated with artwork and photographs taken by District employee
artisans. Theeffort to brighten up the public areashasbeen undertaken
by Greg Penta and the WE Committee, and gives employeeswith artistic
talent a change to show their work. One such employee is Paul Duffy,
Mechanical Engineer, stationed at the DevensResident Office. Paul has

been with the Corps since 1982.

Paul has been active in art since
1971 after graduation from Northeast-
ern. This continued with professional
courses sparked by common interests
anddiscussionsof photography withhis
fellow Corpsconstruction engineersat
LoringwhilelivinginCaribou, Maine.
“l enjoy photographing portraits of
people, places, and things both man-
made and natural .”

According to Paul, he offered to
show hispicturesat Concord Park after
theWE Committeesent out arequest for
artwork throughout the District. His
photographs that are currently being
snhown at Concord Park were taken
during a retreat last October. “I re-
spondedtotheir solicitationintheWeekly
Bulletin,” hesaid. “| intend thisshow to
beupdatedwith newworksonamonthly
basis with atotal hanging time of six
months.”

"TheWE Committeeisvery pleased
that Paul islending us hiswork for the
hallways," said Greg Penta. "Hispho-
tographs, aswell asthecontributionsby
theother artistsmaketheotherwisedull
hallways cheerful. | think the artwork

has had a positive impact on morae
aroundtheDistrict. Whenever I'mhang-
ing a picture, people who walk by ex-
press an overwhelming interest. We
have some additional employees who
want todisplay their work, butitwould
begreat if morepeoplegot their various
typesof art out therefor usall to enjoy.
| often hear that many employeeshave
talentsthat areworthy of display, but it
seems that some are a little shy. We
encourage them to share their work."
The hallways of Concord Park are
not the only place where Paul’ s work
canbefound. Heasohashisworkson
display at the Sacred SpacesGallery in
Southborough and in the permanent
collectionof ZenMountain M onastery.
HisworkisalsoshownattheArt Center
at Southborough, wherehehasaphoto-
graphic studio and dark room. Photog-
raphy will alwaysbeapart of Paul’ slife.
“1 definitely seethisas something that
I woulddo, not only asahobby, but also
in the future as a second career.”
Everyoneisinvited to view Paul’s
photographs and the other artistic con-
tributionsinthe Concord Park hallways.

/

Paul Duffy shows one of his photos that will be displayed on a wall at Concord Park.
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Health and
Wellnhess

New, safer propane tank for barbecue grills helps to

avoid gas leaks

Device expected to prevent many of the 600 fires/explosions each year

TheU.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
wants consumersto know that asof April 1, al propane gas
tanks sold to consumersfor barbecue grillsmust have anew
safety device. Theoverfill preventiondevicewill helptoavoid
propane leaksthat can cause firesand explosions. The new
standardispublished by theNational FireProtection Associa-
tion. “CPSC worked with industry to develop this safety
standard to help prevent deaths and injuries,” said CPSC
ActingChairmanThomasMoaore. “ Aspeople
trade in their old propane tanks for newer
ones, wewill seefewer fires.”

Propanegasishighly flammable. Each
year, about 600 fires/explosionsoccur with
gas grills resulting in injuries to about 30
people. Thenew saf ety standardfor propane
gastanksrequiresthat an“ overfill prevention
device’ beinstaled in new gastanks. The
new propane gas tanks have valve handles
with three “lobes” while older tanks have
valvehandleswithfive prongs.

Asof April, only thenew propanetanks
will be sold or refilled nationwide. People
witholder propanegastankswill needtoget
thenew, safer tankswhenthey goinfor arefill. Whilesome
dealersaretrading in old tanksat no cost, othersmay charge
afee, which could range from $10 to $20.

Anadditional industry standard (adopted in 1995 at the
urging of CPSC) providedfor several safety featuresinthegas
grills, hoses, and connections. Thesafety standard callsfora
devicetolimittheflow of gasif thehoseruptures; amechanism
to shut off thegrill if it overheats; and adeviceto prevent the
flow of gasif theconnectionbetweentank andgrill isnot | eak-
proof. People who have grills that do not meet the 1995
standard should either get anew grill or beespecially attentive
to the safety tips below.

Here are some safety tips to reduce the risk of fire or

explosionwithgasgrills:
- Check grill hoses for cracking, brittleness, holes, and
leaks. Makesurethereareno sharpbendsinthehoseor tubing.
- Movegashosesasfar away aspossiblefromhot surfaces
and dripping hot grease.

- Alwayskeep propanegascontainersupright.

- Never storeaspare gas container under or near the grill
or indoors.

- Never storeor useflammableliquids, likegasoline, near
thegrill.

- Neverkeepafilledcontainerinahot car or car trunk. Heat
will cause the gas pressure to increase, which may open the
relief valve and allow gasto escape.

- Makesureyour sparkignitor isconsistently
generatingaspark tocreateaflameandburn
thepropanegas. If theflameisnotvisible,
the heavier-than-air propane gas may be
escapingand couldexplode.

- Never bring the propane tank into
the house.

Charcoal Grill Safety Tips
Charcoal produces carbon monox-
ide (CO) when it is burned. CO is a
colorless, odorless gasthat can accumu-
latetotoxiclevelsinclosed environments.
Eachyear about 17 peopledieasaresult
of COfumesfrom charcoal beingburned
inside. Toreducetherisk for CO poisoning:
- Never burn charcoal inside of homes, vehicles, tents, or
campers.
- Charcoal shouldnever beusedindoors, evenif ventilation
isprovided.
- Sincecharcoal produces CO fumesuntil thecharcoal is
completely extinguished, do not store the grill indoorswith
freshly used coals.

In 1996, CPSC revised thelabel on charcoal packaging
tomoreexplicitly warn consumersof the deadly CO gasthat
isreleased when charcoal isburnedin aclosed environment.
Thenew label reads, “WARNING ... CARBON MONOX-
IDEHAZARD... Burningcharcoal insidecankill you. Itgives
off carbon monoxide, which has no odor. NEVER burn
charcoal insidehomes, vehiclesortents.” Thenew label aso
conveysthewrittenwarning visually with drawingsof grills
inside ahome, tent, and vehicle.

(CPSC News Release)




Barre Falls
celebrates
Earth Day

To celebrate the environ-
ment and the world we live
in, the New England
District’s Barre Falls Dam
invited the public to partici-
pate in its Earth Day cel-
ebration May 4. The town
of Hubbardston, Mass.,

sponsored the event.

Approximately 525 volunteers par-
ticipatedineventsthatincluded planting
shrubs, gatehouse tours with aworking
dammodel that demonstrated flood pre-
vention operations, Trevor the Games
Man, horse-drawnwagonrides, and afly
castingworkshop.

Kelly andthe Captain andtwo mys-
tery female vocalists provided music
throughout the day.

Other events that were scheduled
included earth-friendly vendors, envi-
ronmental exhibits, a children’s maze,
andarock climbingwall.

Picnics, canoerides, hiking, fishing
andaroundof discgolf attheBarreFalls
discgolf coursewerealsoavailable.

New England Districtemployeeswho
participatedintheeventwereDeliaV ogd,
Jamie Kordack, Joe Faloretti, Gary
Rogowski, and Ralph Gendron.

The working dam model at Barre Falls was a
popular exhibit with children.

Trevor the Gamesman captures the attention
of hisaudience.
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Earth-friendly vendorsalso participated in the
celebration.

Woodsy Owl and Smokey the Bear stopped by
the Earth Day celebration for hugs.

i

The popular rock-climbing wall made its first appearance at the Earth Day celebration.
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Park Ranger Jamie Kordack sports a castle
after getting her face painted.
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Small volunteers make big contributions by
plantlng shrubs at Barre Falls.

Alittleboywaitspatientlyfor histurn for aride
on a horse-drawn wagon.
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Dredging up the past. ..

(Left) LesBurgess, Damoperator, and(right) JoeL edgere, L ower Connecticut River Basin Manager, study

a gauge at Barre Falls Dam in this 1973 photo.
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