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Sympathy

...to SuelLoubier, Westover
Resident Office, onthepassing
of her mother, Janeda Wyait,
Sunday, June 9.

...toCarol Charette, HTRW/
Geotechnical Engineering
Branch, Engineering/Planning
Division, on the sudden pass-
ing of her brother, Richard A.
Charette of Harrisville, R.1.,
June 15.

Welcome

PatriciaDevine, Con/Ops
Tany Williams, Regul atory

New baby

Congratulations to John
MacPherson, Engineering/
Planning, andhiswife, Claire,
onthebirth of their first child,
Lauren Grace, June 25.

Words worth

repe atin g

To stay ahead, you must have
your next idea waiting in the
wings.

- RosabethMossKanter, Edu-
cator, businessconsultant, and
writer

Melissa Mancuso
PublicAffairs

Rl Adjutant General
commends Peter Quinn for
tenacious efforts

| wishto expressmy gratitudefor your staff’ srecent completion of the
Rhode lsland Army National Guard’ s Providence Storefront Lease.

Specifically, | would like to commend Mr. Peter Quinn, of your Real
EstateDivision, for hisefficient and tenaciouseffortsto completethisleaseina
timely manner. Asyou may know, my Recruiting and Retention office was
notified on April 1, 2002, of the requirement to vacate our officeat the Lincoln
Mall by May 15, 2002, in order to facilitate the arrival of an anchor store.

Upon receipt of this information, representatives from my recruiting
officeimmediately contacted Mr. Quinn. Histenacity, attention to detail and
commitment to mission compl etion ensured that my personnel would experience
minimal delay at being permanently relocated. Additionally, Mr. Quinn’s
experienceat negotiating enabled my organi zationto saveseverd thousanddollars
eachfiscal year.

Sincethis nation is at war, the importance of recruiting and retaining
qualified service memberscannot be underestimated. Mr. Quinn’ sprofession-
alismanddedicationtoduty hasenabled my organi zationto continueour recruiting
effortswithminimal disruption.

I commend you and your staff for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Major General Reginald A. Centracchio
The Adjutant General
State of Rhode Island

Front cover: Brig. Gen. M. Stephen Rhoades (left) passes Col. Thomas Koning the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers, New England District command flag during the Change of Command ceremony on July 19,
2002. Photo by C.J. Allen.
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Change of Command.

Koning takes command of New England District during ceremony

Faneuil Hall inBoston, M ass., hasbeenthesiteof events
that shaped the history of our nation. OnJuly 19, thefamous
meeting placewasthesiteof another historical event—theNew
England District Change of Command Ceremony.

TheCommand Flag passedfrom Col. Brian E. Osterndorf

impact MeritoriousServiceMedal for leadingtheU.S. Army
Corpsof Engineersteamintheaftermath of theWorld Trade
Center attacks. Inaddition, Brig. Gen. Rhoadespresented Col.
Osterndorf withthe U.S. Army’sLegion of Merit Medal for
hisaccomplishmentsduring hiscommand.

to Brig. Gen. The ceremony
M. Stephen transitioned from
Rhoades to recognition to the
Col. Thomas actual change of
L.Koning,des- command cer-
ignating Col. emony. Bill Scully,
Koning the deputy district En-
new Com- gineerfor program
mander of the and Project Man-
Digtrict. agement, pre-

Approxi- sented the com-
mately 170dis- mand flag to out-
tinguished goingcommander,
guests joined ' b, [ Col. Osterndorf.
the 450 New ', .\ Col. Osterndorf
England Dis- y . e then surrendered
trict family I{I, W 111. the command flag
members in [ to Brig. Gen.
greeting their L -;-”',-“' . Rhoades, who
new com- - oo K served as the Re-
mander. The official party stands ready to participate in the ceremony that will pass command from Col. wewmg(_)fflcer. In

George  ogerndorf (second left to Col. Koning (third left), turn, Brig. Gen.
Mason repre- Rhoadespresented
sentedthestateof Rhodelslandandreadaproclamationfrom  the command flag to the District’s new commander, Col.

Lincoln Almond, Governor of Rhodeldand, proclaiming June
19, 2002, asU.S. Army Corpsof EngineersDay inthe state.

Gov. Jean Shaheen of New Hampshire issued two cita-
tions: oneto Col. Osterndorf extending her best wishesand
congratulationsfor hisservice, dedication, andleadershipas
the Commander of the New England District, the other was
toCol. Koning, congratulating himon hisappointment asthe
new District Commander.

Priortotheofficia changeof command ceremony, Sheila
Winston-Vincuilla, Contracting, presented Mrs. Osterndorf
with abouquet of red roseson behalf of theemployeesof the
New EnglandDistrict. “ Theredrosesareinbloomrepresent-
ing a flourished and successful command,” said Larry
Rosenberg, Master of Ceremonies

Gail French, Regulatory, presented Mrs. Koning with a
bouquet of buddingwhiteroses. “ Thewhiterosessymbolize
Mrs. Koning’ s arrival as awelcome member of the District
family,” saidLarry.

Brig. Gen. Rhoades honored Col. Osterndorf with an

Koning.

The North Atlantic Division Commander commended
Cal. Osterndorf for hiswork during the Sept. 11 attacksand
saidthat Americansnow liveinadifferentworld. “Thenation
isinfor achange,” hesaid. “ The United States Army Corps
of Engineersisinthe middle of that change.”

TheGeneral praised Col. Osterndorf’ saccomplishments
during hisassignment asDistrict EngineerinNew England and
wished himwell in hisnew assignment.

Col. Osterndorf said that hewasin awe at the number of
attendeeswho cameto pay honor to the Corpsof Engineers.
Heacknowl edged the Park Ranger Col or Guard andtheother
rangerswho represent the Corpsin such aprofessiona way.
Healsothanked everyonewhoarrangedto havetheceremony
inhistoric Faneuil Hall.

Theformer commander said that it wasan honor to serve
under Brig. Gen. Rhoadesfor twotours. “1’vecherished his
friendship over theyears,” said Col. Osterndorf. “Friendship

Continued on page 13
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Founders Day 2002:

District celebrates Corps birth with awards, honors

TheNew EnglandDidtrict cel ebrated
227 years of service to the nation by
holding itsannual Founder’s Day cer-
emony andpicnicJune2l. Theawards
ceremony, held in the cafeteria, began
theday’ sfestivitieswithrecognitionsof
length of service and specia distinc-
tions.

Larry Rosenberg, Chief, Public
Affairs, served asceremony facilitator.
“We' rehonoring aseriesof eventsthat
led to agroup of individuals who take
theirwork very serioudy providinggood
government service to the citizens of
New England,” hesaid.

Col. Osterndorf, addressing hisfi-
nal Founder’s Day audience, said that
thishasbeen amomentousyear for the
CorpsandtheNation. Not only because
of the events of September 11, but our
involvement of theU.S.” sarmedforces
intheAfghanistanconflictandall of the
homeland security measuresthat weare
taking, many of which still involvethe
Corpsof Engineersastheworld spre-
mier engineering organization.

“Wecan providemany servicesthat
not only ensure homeland security but
alsothesecurity of our water resources
and many morethings,” hesaid.

The District Engineer reminded
everyonethat itisimportant to remem-
ber to reflect on the service that the
District performsday today andinthose
extraordinary times.

Col. Osterndorf then announced
that Andy L amborghini wastheDidrict's
2002 Distinguished CivilianGalleryin-
ductee. (Story on page 6.)

Dick Carlson recognized Diana
Errico Topolski asthelnterpreter of the
Year for the New England District.
(Story on page 7.)

JoeBocchino, Executive Assistant,
read the names of the people being
honored for their work during the Sep-
tember 11 effortsin New Y ork.

Joe announced that the next award
was a plague that the District received
fromtheGreater Boston Federal Execu-
tive Board for the District’s support
during September 11. TheDistrict had

20 year certificates

25 year certificates

received the award during an awards
eventin May.

Excellencein Government finalist
awardswerepresentedto KarenMartel
(AdministrativeAssistant of the Y ear),
Lt. Col. John Rovero (Federal Execu-
tiveof theY ear), and Darrell Deleppo,
Project Manager, who received the
award on behalf of the Massachusetts
Military Reservation\Water Supply Team
(Customer Service Team of the Y ear).

TheFiscal 2001 Team of the Y ear
award was presented to the Water Sup-
ply Team. Each member of the team
received a briefcase with their name
embroidered onit.

Water Supply Team members are
Heather Sullivan, Phil Durgin, Sue
Holtham, MarcPaiva, MikeDeGrazia,
Frank Keefe, SheilaWinston-Vincuilla,
Ray Cottengaim, Mike Russo, Marie
Connor, Darrell Deleppo and Joe
Mclnerny.

A FEMA citation waspresented to
theWorld Trade Center Public Affairs
team for their work during the Septem-

15 year certificates o A

30 year certificates




ber 11 aftermath. Larry Rosenbergwas
the USACE PA Team leader at the
WTC.

BobMeader wasrecognizedwitha
certificate of completion for the Army
L eadershipDevelopment program. Also
recognized was Steve Rubin for his
leadershipduringtheCombined Federal
Campaign in 2001 and breaking the
Districtrecord.

The District received recognition
fromtheCFCintheformof acertificate
of excellence, which was presented to
Col. Osterndorf. Thecertificatewill be
displayedintheDistrict case.

DaveDulong, Chief, Engineering/
Planning, presented Dick Heidebrecht
with the Planner of the Year Award.
(Story on page 7.)

Kim Kaminski-Donaher presented
theLength of ServiceAwards. Certifi-
cateswereawardedtoindividualswith
5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30, 35, and 40 years
of service. A complete list of award
recipientswasprintedinthe Founder’ s
Day brochure.

ChristineGodfrey, Work Environ-
ment CommitteeChair, presented K athy
Bucciarelli with the WE Committee
Employeeof theMonthawardfor June.
The Base Development Team (Phil

WE Team of the Month

Durgin, DaveHakinson, ChrisLindsay,
Farrell McMillan, EdMills, DavidMark,
and Kenneth Paton) was presented the
Team of the Month award.

Col. Osterndorf said that Septem-
ber 11 hasprofoundly changedtheUnited
States and what we are doing now to
combat terrorism. “What that involves
iscommitment by our country to go out
and seek those peopl ethat would resort
to terrorism to strike against innocent
people,” hesaid. “ Itisabigcommitment
on our nation to do that, and sowe owe
them the support that we can provide.”

TheDistrict Engineer said that the
Corpsof Engineersofferssomeunique
capabilitiesto provide for someinfra-
structurefacilitiesto support those ac-
tivities.

The Base Development Team, ac-
cording to Col. Osterndorf, hasvolun-
teered to provide contingency support.
Hesaid that hewanted to recognizethe
Base Development Team, not only for
being Team of the Month, but also for
supporting the Nation during acritical
mission. Col. Osterndorf concludedthe
official portion of the ceremony by
recognizing the Founder’s Day Com-
mitteeforitswork, andby tellingevery-
one to enjoy therest of the day.

WE Employee of the Month
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Distinguished Civilian Gallery:
Andrew Lamborghini is District pick for 2002

Mr. Andrew Lamborghini hasbeen
selected asthe New England District’s
2002 Distinguished CivilianGallery In-
ductee. Mr. Lamborghini washonored
during the Founder’s Day ceremony
held June21intheConcord Park cafete-
ria

“Those that have gone before us
have contributed so muchtotheregion
andtotheDistrict,” said. Col. BrianE.
Osterndorf, District Engineer. “Most of
Mr. Lamborghini’ slegacy issittingin
this room. To al of you that have
worked with him or were mentored by
him, he served also as an example of
serviceto the nation.”

“The Distinguished Civilian Gal-
lery is a Gallery of Honor for those
employees who worked for the New
England District/Division,” said Bill
Scully, Deputy District Engineer for
Project Management.

Bill continued the ceremony by
detailingMr. Lamborghini’ scareerfrom
high school toretirement.

Accordingtothenomination pack-
age, Andrew L amborghini wasamodel
employeecons stently reflectingthehigh-
est quality work standards. Essentialy,
hisentirecareer centered on coastal and
riverine work with emphasis on the
preparationof hydrographicsurvey draw-

ings and contract plans and specifica
tions for dredging and the repair of
numerous breakwatersand jetties. His
career spanned a period of dramatic
advancesin hydrographic survey tech-
niquesevolvingfrommanual operations
to the current level of sophistication
using satellitesystems. Throughoutthis
evolution, Mr. Lamborghini was the

'To all of you that have
worked with him or
were mentored by him,
he also served as an
example of service to
the nation.’

- Col. Brian Osterndorf

technical lead in adapting field hydro-
graphicsurveystoengineeringdrawings
assimilatinganunparalleledknowledge
of thenumerousNew Englandharbors.

Mr. Lamborghini retired from the
New England District Corps of Engi-
neersinMay 1997 withover 33yearsof
federal service. Mr. Lamborghini
workedintheCoastal Engineering Sec-
tion hisentire career and provided the
corporate memory for technical data
relatingtoNew England’ sfederal chan-
nels and harbors. Recognized for his

2002 Inductee

Photo by C.J. Allen

Andrew Lamborghini is the 2002 Distinguished Civilian Gallery inductee.

expertise, hewas moved from a Tech-
nician position to an Engineer respon-
siblefor critical supporttothethenNew
England Divisionnavigation program.

Mr. Lamborghini emerged as the
Division/District resident expertinthe
preparationof plans, specifications, and
construction cost estimatesfor numer-
ous dredging projects of varying com-
plexities. Hissuperb, in-depth knowl-
edge was widely recognized and his
superior technicd skillswereeffectively
complemented by an exceptional work
ethicand sdlflessdedicationtoachieving
timely, quality resultsmeetingtheneeds
of hiscustomers. Hepossessed asteadly,
even demeanor always offering rea-
soned, technically sound decisionsand
adviceduring periodsof unusual stress
or heavy demands. His contributions
over hiscareer were unquestionably of
exceptional valueto the Division/Dis-
trictmission.

In addition to histechnical exper-
tise, Mr. Lamborghini wascommittedto
theprojectteam. Hediligently executed
projects from inception through con-
structionandwillingly provided support
to all team members. He served as a
mentor and resource for many ajunior
engineer, study manager, and project
manager. Generationsof New England
District staff have benefited from Mr.
Lamborghini’ sexperienceandwilling-
ness to share and teach.

Thecriteriato beinducted into the
Distinguished Civilian Gallery isvery
strict. People need to have worked at
least 30 years of federal service, 20 of
those needed to be with the Corps of
Engineers. They aso need to have
exhibited qualities above the average
employeeand worthy of recognition.

Hisportrait was unveiled after the
officia ceremonies. Anenlargedpicture
of Mr. Lamborghini will bedisplayedfor
one year before he joins the ranks of
other gallery members.




Heidebrecht selected as
Planner of the Year

Dick Heidebrecht received thehonor
of the 2002 Planner of the Y ear Award
during the Founder’s Day ceremony,
June 21. The annua award was pre-
sentedto Dick by DaveDuL ong, Chief,
Engineering/Planning.

“Plannerskind of lead theway inthe
Civil Works Program,” Dave said.
“Planners are very important to the
Digtrict, they are very important to the
country because of what they do. They

"‘ﬁ = |
Photo by C.J. Allen

Dick Heidebrecht is Planner of the Year.

are our front people, our salespeople
who work with local communities to
help them get the support projectsthat
they need.”

AccordingtoDave, Dick hasbeenan
exceptional planner for quiteanumber
of years and he was happy to present
himwiththisyear’ shonor. “ I wouldlike
to personally thank Dick fromtheDis-
trict for hisexceptional effort, not only
for thisyear but over thepast years. He
istruly anexceptiona planner and study
manager.”

Dick wascommended astheDistrict
Planner of the Year for his excellent
performance as a civil engineer and
study manager for the New England
Digtrict. He his responsible for the
completionand submissionof theMuddy
River Flood Control Environmental
Restorationdraft decisiondocument and
many other projects.

Dick’ snominationwill besubmitted
for the Division Planner of the Y ear.

Hop Brook Lake Park
Ranger named District
Interpreter of the Year

Diana Errico Topolski has been
selected asthe New England District’s
Interpreter of the Year. She was hon-
ored for her distinction aboveall other
Park Rangers by Dick Carlson, Chief,
Construction/Operations during the
Founder’s Day ceremony, June 21.

Dick explainedtotheaudiencewhat
aninterpreter does. “| believeinterpret-
ersworking for the Corpsof Engineers
arethosewhohel pussharethelandsand
natural resources for which we arere-
sponsiblewith therest of the people of
the United States,” he said. “People
comefromall overtovisitour projects,
suchasHop Brook L akein Connecticut
where Dianaworks.”

AccordingtoDick, Dianawashon-
ored as|nterpreter of theY ear because
of her work rejuvenating the Interpre-
tive programs at Hop Brook. With a
large number of people, withtheurban
setting that she worksin, with the out-
reach opportunitiesthat shehastocom-
munities, particularly minorities.

“She has reinstituted the Junior
Ranger Program at the project and has
tranglated anumber of interpretivepro-
grams in Spanish. There are a large
number of peoplewho speak Spanishin
this area, and part of her stewardship
and part of her sharing hasbeentofind
away to share with those whose first
languageisnot English.”
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Congratulations

...tolan Osger by, Engineer-
ing/Planning Division, who
wassel ected by the WE Com-
mittee asits Employee of the
Month for July 2002.

Mr. Osgerby isrecognized
for hiseffortsinquality assur-
anceandtechnical assistance
inexecutingthe Tanapag PCB
Soil Remediation Project in
Saipan.

...tothe New Bedford Har -
bor Superfund Team who
was selected as the WE
Committee’'s Team of the
Month for July 2002.

The team is comprised of
individuals from EPA,
MADEP, Foster Wheeler,
ENSR International, Haley &
Aldrich,andthefollowingcur-
rent and former District em-
ployees: M oeBeaudoin, Joe
Dean, Mark DeSouza, Ed
Fallon, FrancisFung, M ark
Geib, Randy Godfrey, Bob
Hunt, Steve Kelley, Paul
L’'Heureux,JimLeary, Jay
MacKay, Erik Matthews,
Fred McAuley, Bob
Meader, Eara Merritt,
PhillipMuller,BonnieOrtiz,
lan Osgerby, Marc Paiva,
Kathleen Pendergast, Bill
Phelan, Tim Rezendes, Rose
Schmidt, Karen Schofield,
Bob Simeone, Patricia
Sumner, ChrisTurek, M att
Walsh,MikeWalsh, Quentin
Walsh, and Marie Wojtas.
Theteam membersarerecog-
nized for reducing the esti-
mated project cost by $308
millionandrestoredtheproject
schedule with a six-year re-
duction.
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District employeesholdan impromptu jamsession duringtheFounder's
Day picnic.

Bill Mahan (left) and Tim Hays (right) test their strategic prowesswith
a game of chess.

Sports, kids activities round out Founders Day picnic

The New England District team members and their
families celebrated 227 years of serviceto the nation with a
picnicfollowingtheofficial Founder’ sDay ceremony onJune
21. Thepicnicwasheldat Castle Park at Hanscom Air Force
Base.

Thefestivitiesthat followedtheofficial ceremony began
with the basketball and horseshoefinals, which were played
at Concord Park. In basketball, Joe Bocchino's team (Jim
Kelly, BobRussosubVinny Russo, DaveGoodrich, andMike
Tuttle) defeated Dan Stenstream’ s Team (Scott Acone, Bab
Simeone, Greg Buteau, Dave Margolis). Thescorewas?21-
16. Inhorseshoes, Dan Stenstream and Steve Simmer beat

IR R G, M \ [
Young Founder's Day attend
against each other in a game of soccer.

compete  Founder's Day sai:k races were pc.qu.Iar.-m

Dave Schafer and Heather Sullivan for the championship.

Following the two sports finals, celebrants headed to
CastlePark at Hanscom Air ForceBasewherechildrencould
gettheirfacespainted by Mary Christopher beforelunch. The
Aleppo Shrine, Wilmington, Mass., provided two clowns
named Pokey and Creepy Mouseto entertain children, both
young and old, throughout the day.

Districtteammembersandtheir familieshad their choice
of a catered barbecue lunch of chicken, pulled pork sand-
wiches, potato salad and cole slaw or a pizzalunch.

After everyonehadtheir fill fromlunch, children’ sactivi-
tiesincluding sack races, three-legged races, and soccer took

Photosby C.J. Allen

The 2002 Founder's Day picnic activities for children included (from left) face painting, the Aleppo Shrine clowns, and wheelbarrow races.
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fire truck.




Bruce Zawacki races to the plate during the Founder's Day softball
tournament.

place until theend of theday. TheHanscom Air Force Base
FirePrevention Officevisited thepicnic-goersand displayed
thefiretruck and handed out fireprevention pamphletsandfire
hats. Firetruck personnel alsousedtheir hosestocool off those
seeking relief from the hot, humid day.

Inaddition, theMilitary Working Dog Section, Security
Forces, Hanscom Air Force Base, held aK-9 demonstration.

Theday’ sactivitiesended withthesoftbal | championship.
DanBradley and histeam (Todd Randall, Carol Charette, Cori
Rose, Patti Price, Helen Duffin, BruceZawacki, MikeGalicki,
Ken Paton, Dave Goodrich, Larry Oliver, Joe Colucci and
Matt Connell) defeated Bobby Byrne and his team (Mike
Tuttle, Tom Rosato, Farrell McMillan, Jay Joyce, Shari
Vaente, Lt. Col. JohnRovero, Mgj. MikeFitzgerad, Crystal
Gardner, Bob Simeone, Mark DeSouza).

Engineering/Planningtook theleadintheplanning of this
year's celebration. Paul Marinelli was the Founder’s Day
Committee chair. Committee members who assisted Paul
wereJosephBocchino, Steven Eaton, ThomasFredette, Amal
Guirguis, Greg Hanlon, Barbaralngersoll, Colleen Jacquet,
WilliamKavanaugh, Michagel K eegan, GladysL eone, Lauren
Levesque, William Mullen, Alexine Raineri, Sally Rigione,
David Schafer, Alexander Soter, Michael Tuttle, Siamac
Vaghar,and AngieVanaria.

L x S
Plcnlc goers stand in line for the catered barbecue.
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District employees take advantage of the good weather to get in a
volleyball game during the picnic.
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Military K-9stake a bite out of their trainer during a demonstration at
the picnic. The demonstration, attended by many District employees,
was presented by the Military Working Dog Section, Security Forces,
Hanscom Air Force Base.
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Officials stand at the Lonsdale Drive-in before signing the PCA.
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Districtsigns PCA to rehabilitate Lonsdale Drive-in

The New England District and the Rhode | sland Depart-
ment of Environmental Management held aproject coopera-
tionagreement (PCA) ceremony, Junel7toturnanolddrive-
in movie theatre into a thriving wildlife habitat in Lincoln,
Rhodelsland.

Coal. Brian Osterndorf, District Engineer, joined Senators
Jack Reed and Lincoln Chafee, Gov. Lincoln Almond and
RIDEM officials at the signing for the Lonsdale Drive-In
Aquatic Habitat Restoration Project. Thetotal project costis
estimated at about $2 million, of whichabout $715,000woul d
be the non-federal share.

TheLonsdaleDrive-InislocatedinLincoln, R.I.,alongthe
Black StoneRiver. ThesiteisintheBlackstoneRiver Valley
National Heritage Corridor islocated near the Valley Falls
Marshes.

“Work wouldincludethe construction of about seven acres
of wetlands, and the restoration of about 10 acres of upland
riparian habitat,” said Duban Montoya, Project Manager.
“The constructed wetlandswoul d include about 3.6 acres of

emergent and openwater habitat and about 3.4 acresof scrub/
shrub and forested wetlands.”

The recommended plan is one of five plans that were
evaluated. All of the plans would restore about 17 acres of
habitat andinall planstheconstructed wetlandswoul d consi st
of asingle depression wetland connected to the Blackstone
Riverviatwochannels. All alternativeswould provideamix
of wetland habitat types.

“Therecommended planisfavored by the project sponsor,
iscost effective, and within the available budget of the non-
federal sponsor,” said Duban.

The site was developed as an outdoor drive-in movie
theatreintheearly 1950s. Approximately 20 acresof the 37-
acre site was paved to construct the drive-in.

Oncetheconstruction contract isawarded, theinitial work
is estimated to be completed in about five months. The
plantingswould bemonitoredfor twogrowing seasons. Atthat
time, the project will be turned over to the non-Federal
SpPONSor.

Col. Osterndorf signs the PCA after his presentation.

e X = =
The Corps of Engineers plans to transform the old drive-in into a
thriving wildlife habitat.
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Corps proposes maintenance dredging disposal site for
Narraguagus River Federal Navigation project

by Timothy Dugan
PublicAffairs

After consultation with State and
Federal resourceagenciesandlocal fish-
ing interests, the U.S. Army Corps of
Engineers has proposed a new dredged
materid disposa siteinNarraguagusBay
for the maintenance dredging of the
Narraguagus River Federal Navigation
ProjectinMilbridge, Maine.

Thenew proposeddisposal siteisan
area about one-quarter square mile in
southwestern Narraguagus Bay located
northwest of Pond Island. The previ-
ously proposed disposal sitewaswest of
Trafton Half-Tide Ledge.

Thepurposeof thedredging project
isto restore the congressionally autho-
rized Federal navigation channels and
anchorageareasinNarraguagusRiverto
their authorized depths as requested by
the town of Milbridge and the Maine
Department of Transportation.

"A largefleet of commercial fishing
and lobster boats, aguaculture support
vessels, and seasonal recreational craft
usethewaterway," said Project M anager
Mark Habel, of the CorpsNew England
District, Engineering/Planning Division.
"Extensive shoaling, particularly inthe
upper reaches of the project, precludes
access by larger vesselsat any tide."

The remainder of the fleet experi-

encestidal delaysthroughouttheproject.
"Shoaling has aso forced much of the
fleettousetheremainingdeep channel in
thelower river asan anchorage, creating
achannel congestionhazard," Habel said.
Toeliminatetidal delays, reduceconges-
tion, and permit waterway userstokeep
and attract business, the channel and
anchorage areas heed to be restored to
their authorized depths.

The proposed project would main-
tain the navigation channel and anchor-
age areas to their authorized depths by
dredging the channel to 11 feet mean
lower low water (MLLW) from the bay
uptoMitchell Point at Wyman, between
Mitchell Point and the lower landing at
Milbridge to nine feet MLLW, and up-
stream of thelower landing to the upper
landingtosix feet MLLW.

A portion of the 11-foot channel at
Wyman has been redesignated as an-
chorage and would be restored to that
depth. The three anchorage areas at the
upper end of the project would also be
dredgedtosixfeet MLLW aswell asthe
turning basin at the upstream end of the
navigationchanned . Additionaly, anchor-
age areas opposite Mitchell Point, and
west of thechannel at Jordan Pier,would
be dredged to ninefeet MLLW.

Approximately 210,000 cubicyards
of dredged material, primarily siltsand
clays, would beremoved by mechanical

bucket dredge, placed in scowsand dis-
posed of in an area about one-quarter
sguaremileinsouthwesternNarraguagus
Bay northwest of Pond Island.

"Dredging anddisposal would occur
between November 1 and April 15 to
protect fisheriesresources, including At-
lantic salmon,” Habel said. No other
federa or statethreatened or endangered
speciesareexpectedto beaffected by the
proposed project.

An Environmental Assessment is
being prepared. Dredging and disposal
impacts are expected to be minor and
temporary.

No work will be performed until
certification hasbeenreceived fromthe
MaineDepartment of Environmental Pro-
tection, asrequired under Section401 of
the Clean Water Act of 1977.

Theproposed work isbeing coordi-
nated with the following Federal, State
andlocal agencies: U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, U.S. Fishand Wild-
life Service, National Marine Fisheries
Service, U.S. Coast Guard, Maine State
Planning Office, Maine Department of
Environmental Protection, Maine De-
partment of Marine Resources, Maine
Department of Transportation, Maine
Historical Commission, and thetown of
Milbridge.

TheDistrict solicited commentson
the project until July 17.

R.I.

Photo by Mark Mclnerney

In appreciation

Lt. Gen. Robert Flowers, Chief of Engineers, re-
ceives a WTC Public Affairs Team award from Larry
Rosenberg, Chief, Public Affairsand USACE PA Team
Leader, for hisleadershipduringthe USACE response
to the World Trade Center attacks. The Chief received
this honor during the World Wide Public Affairs
Communicator'sWorkshop, June24-27in Providence,
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Wetlands summit brings together environmental agencies

by JoanneBarry
Regulatory Division

As a component of the District’'s
focusonimprovingwetland mitigation,
Cal. BrianOsterndorf, District Engineer,
taskedtheNew England District Regula-
tory DivisiontoholdaMiitigation Summit
on June 25. This summit brought to-
gether all theNew England Environmen-
tal Agency Executives, both state and
federal, to discusswaystoimproveper-
formance and assessment of wetland
mitigationin New England. Thegroup
met at the SheratonLexingtoninLexing-
ton, Mass.

Opening the Summit, Col. Ostern-
dorf, welcomedtheagency executivesto
aforumfor discussingwetlandmitigation
goalsand objectives. “Weare commit-
tedto No-Net-L ossof wetland functions
and values and we hope to continue a
dialoguewhichwill facilitatebetter pro-
tection of New England watersand wet-
lands,” hesaid.

Remarks from the agency heads
reminded the group of both how far we
have comewith wetland mitigation and
how far wehavetogo. MikeBartlett of
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service re-
mindedthe Corpsof how, whenhebegan
with the service in the early 1980s, the
federal agencieswereacceptingboulders
instreamsasmitigationfor wetlandim-
pacts. “We' ve come al the way from

sprinklingrocksinachannel asmitigation
to discussing secondary impacts,” he
sad.

Linda Murphy, from U.S. EPA
charged the group with accepting the
NRC report as awake-up call to action
for agenciesto do better. “Thismeeting
isafirst step, but certainly not the last
step,” shesaid.

All theexecutivesinvolved comple-
mented the Colonel on hisinitiative in
calling this meeting. After reviewing
New England’ sannual mitigationreport
andreading therecent report onwetlands
put out by theNational Resource Council
(NRC) in 2001, the Colonel asked the
Regulatory Division to initiate a task
force and devel op a series of objectives
whichall theagenciescould agreewould
hel pimprovemitigationinNew England.
Ruth Ladd, Regulatory Division, orga-
nized the task force and worked with
themto coordinatetheobjectivesandthe
meeting.

As part of the program, Ruth pre-
sented her Annual Mitigation Report for
2001, citing the many successesin New
Englandin contrast tothemany failures
cited in the NRC report. Paul Minkin,
PhD, followed her with an outlineof the
wetland mitigation study that the New
EnglandDistrict (Regulatory Division)is
currently undertaking. That study will
review 60 wetland mitigation projects
permitted by the Corpsin New England

Photosby C.J. Allen

Col. Osterndorf signsrecommendations on compensatory wetland mitigation during the summit.

andassesstheir overall successor failure.
Thestudy will addresssomeof theNRC
report shortcomings and address New
England’ sprogressrelativetotherest of
thenation. Dr. Minkindiscussed details
of thestudy andinvited everyonepresent
to become involved in the field work.
Thereportisscheduledfor completionin
January 2003 andfieldwork iscurrently
underway.

KenKettenring, Natural Resources
Advisor, New HampshireDESand M att
Schweisberg, Senior Wetland Ecologi &,
U.S. EPA, thenpresentedthework of the
task force. Both were members of the
task force. Ken' sdiscussionfocusedon
continuing thetask force’ swork on cri-
teria, better wetland scienceandtraining
for staff aswell asdevel oping aregional
approachtowetland delineationand miti-
gation.

Matt Schwei sberg reviewed the ob-
jectivessetforward by thetask force. He
notedthat theseobjectiveswereaway of
settingrealisticgoals. Hementionedthat
the NRC study did not look at any
wetlandsin New England* becausemiti-
gation herewasnot complicated enough
and therewaslittle controversy.”

He focused on the wetland mitiga-
tion successesin New England being a
result of stronginteragency relationships
andaphilosophy of “erringtowardsmple
and self-sustaining” mitigationdesigns.
After hereviewedtheobjectivesfromthe
task force, he invited those agencies
present to participatein adiscussion on
issues and questions and asked them to
consider signingontotheWetland Miti-
gation Objectives. Matt Schweisberg
and ChristineGodfrey, Chief of Regula-
tory Division and the facilitator for the
Summitfielded questions. Thequestions
ranged fromissueson cumul ativeimpact
assessment to a regional approach for
mitigation and the appropriateness of
forcingwetlandmitigationtobe*on-site
andin-kind.”

AsRuth passedtheobjectivestothe
executives present, each agency agreed
that the objectives were worthwhile.
However, M assachusettsand Rhode | s-




Christine Godfrey served as facilitator for the summit.

land executives wanted more focus on avoiding and minimizing
impacts before settling on mitigation. Col. Osterndorf asked those
representativesto make commentsinthe marginfor additionstothe
list on waysto improvethe objectives.

Before the session concluded, Joanne Barry presented the next
stepsfor thegroup. Notingthat thiswasastart for dialogueandasking
the New England Interstate Water Pollution Control Commission
(NEIWPCC) tofacilitatefuturediscussions, sheoffered several future
initiativesasaway of moving thedia ogueforward. Inconcurrence
withthefirst futureinitiative, NEIWPCC agreedto serveastheforum
for holding annual meetings, training and other mitigation based
incentives. TheNew England District offeredtoholdthefirst meeting
inJanuary 2003 toreview theresultsof themitigation study currently
underway and committed to continuing the study into future years.
New England District alsoofferedto openwetlandtrainingtothestates
tofacilitate better understanding of wetland function and val ue.

As Cal. Osterndorf closed the summit he thanked all for being
there and committed the Corps to continue working with all the
agenciesinvolvedinwetland mitigationtoimprovewetland protection
and mitigation. Hepresented themembersof thetask forcewith coins
and reminded the group that they had, “ some of the smartest minds
inNew England” and, withtheright focus, they should beabletomake
some meaningful steps forward to assess and improve our wetland
mitigation. All thoseattendingagreed and extolledthesummitasan
appropriateand meaningful forumfor general and cooperativecom-
munication. Theforum, however, not only allowed agency executives
to communi cate with each other, it enabled the task force members
toupdateexecutivesonthestatusof mitigationinthefield, asthey see
it.

Other agency attendeesat theWetland Mitigation Summitwere:
IraLeighton, Dep. Reg. Admin., U.S. EPA; LindaMurphy, Director,
Office of Ecosystem Protection, EPA; Jeffrey Madore, Director,
Maine Dept. of Environmental Protection; Michael Bartlett, Field
Supervisor,U. S. FishandWildlifeService; CynthiaGiles, Asst. DEP
Comm., Mass. Exec. Off. Environ. Affairs, Richard DeVergilio,
Natural Resource Conservation Service; Harry Stewart, Water Div
Dir., New Hampshire DES; Russ Chateauneuf, Chief, Wetlands
Permitting, Rhodeldand DEM; David Reis, Environ Scientist, Rhode
Island CRMC; Peter Colosi, Asst. Reg. Admin., National Marine
FisheriesService; and Robert Smith, Chief, DEP, Connecticut DEP.
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Koning takes
command of District
during ceremony

Continued from page 3

isimportant becausesoldiersmovearoundalot.”

Col. Osterndorf recognized other friendshe
served with over the years that attended the
ceremony and the other military guestswhothe
Corps has served over the years.

“Turning over thecommandishbittersweet,”
hesaid. “The New England District has never
faledme.”

Attheconclusionof hisremarks, theDistrict
honored Col. Osterndorf one last time with a
standing ovation.

New District Engineer Col. Koning said he
waslookingforwardtoanexcitingandrewarding
tour of servicewith the District.

“Thisceremony today cel ebratesthisorga
nization,” he said. “The services this District
providesto our military customers, our federal
partners, and most of all, to our local communi-
ties throughout New England prepares us in
peacetimeto support our nation when we are at
war.”

Cal. Koning concluded hisremarksthanking
Col. Osterndorf for hisleadership of theDistrict
over the past three years and for the service he
has provided to all of New England.

“ThisDistrictisatremendousorgani zation
anditisrunningvery well,” hesaid. "ltisacredit
tohimandall of those Corpsteam membershere
today. General Rhoades, | am ready to join the
fray and am proud to be part of the division.”

Theceremony concludedwiththeretiring of
thecolors.

Col. (Chaplain) Lowell Moore, USACE
Headquarters, gave the invocation. Mgj. (P)
Brian Green, Deputy District Engineer, servedas
Commander of Troops.

The New England District Color Guard
(Joseph Faloretti, Rick Magee, Merl Bassett,
Mike Curran, Jamie Kordack, and Gary
Rogowski) presented and retired the colors.

ThePerry Rossi Orchestraperformedtradi-
tional and patriotic musical sel ectionsduringthe
ceremony.
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The Nature Conservancy and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
announce partnership to improve management of U.S. rivers

The Nature Conservancy and the Army Corps of Engi-
neersannouncedacollaborativeeffort toimprovethemanage-
ment of dams on variousrivers across the country.

Under thenew partnership, entitledthe SustainableRivers
Project, thetwo organizationswill work together toimprove
dam operations, helping to restore and protect the health of
riversand surrounding natural areaswhilecontinuingto meet
human needs for services such as flood control and power
generation.

Thepartnershipisonethat both organizationsexpect will
improvethequality of America swaterways.

“At the heart of this agreement is a shared vision of
restoringand protecting hundredsof river milesand thousands
of acres of some of our nation’s most important natural
habitats,” said Steven McCormick, president of The Nature
Conservancy. “ Thisagreement isaresult of conservationists
and dammanagerssittingdown at thetabl etogether, stating our
objectives openly, and agreeing to work together to find
solutionsthat areacceptabletoall involved.”

“Weintend to build sustainability into the planning, con-
structionand operation of our projects, anditiscritical that we
adapt our management of America sriversto meet the needs
of thehuman and natural communities,” said Lt. Gen. Robert
B. Flowers, Chief of Engineers.“ TheNature Conservancy has
agreat deal of expertiseto help usmakethat possible.”

TheArmy Corpsof Engineersoperates630damsfor flood
control, navigation and other purposes on numerous rivers
across the United States.

The Sustainable Rivers Project will consist of a coordi-
nated review and alteration of dam operations. Thereare, at
thistime, 13 candidatedamsonnineriversinninestates. Other
dams may also become part of this project.

TheConservancy andthe Corpsarebasing their expecta-
tionfor successat thesesitesupontheir ongoing collaborative
effortsto improvethe quality of habitat and other conditions

along the Green River in Kentucky. The Green ranks as the
nation’ sfourthmost diverseriverintermsof variety of fishand
mussel species, and provideswater and recreational opportu-
nities to thousands of people from around the state and
throughout theregion.

The Conservancy and the Corps collaborated to identify
more ecol ogically compatiblereleasesfrom the Green River
Dam. Theseincludedelayingfall reservoir rel easesuntil after
the spawning period for certain fish and mussel species, and
usingthereleasesto mimicnatural variations. Thesechanges
will providesignificant benefitstoplantsand animal's, without
sacrificing the dam'’ s primary purpose, the ability to prevent
downstreamflood damage. Andthechangesactually extend
recreational accesstothereservoir by morethanamonth. The
initial changestheConservancy andtheCorpsproposedfor the
management of the Green River Damrecently passed aperiod
of publicreview, andwill beimplemented thisfall.

The Conservancy and the Corps have begun or will soon
begindiscussionsat theother project sites. Whilethevariables
at eachsitewill bedifferent, theapproachwill remainonebased
oncollaboration.

AttheAshuel ot River, theSurry Mountain Damwill bethe
focus of efforts by Conservancy and Corps Staff in New
Hampshire. Following a preliminary meeting in Concord,
Massachusetts in May, ecologists and dam managers will
follow upwithmorespecificplanningand start prioritizing other
sitesfor similar activity in New England.

“We hope our work at the Surry Mountain Dam on the
Ashuelot can serve as a positive role model for other New
Englandrivers,” said Daryl Burtnett, New Hampshire' sCon-
servancy Chapter Director.

“Every day we learn alittle bit more about how we can
better serve the public, and that includes how we can better
protect and restore our nation’ snatural treasures,” concluded
Lt. Gen. Flowers. (Nature Conservancy News Release)

TheNew England District’ scon-
tractor, PSG, Inc.,aUSFilter affiliate,
recently received the 2002 Group
Safety AwardfromtheM assachusetts
Safety Council. The contractor re-
ceived the honor for its work for the
District at the Baird & McGuire
Superfund Siteand Groundwater Treat-
ment Facility in Holbrook, Mass.

The annual award is part of the
Mass Safety Council’ s Occupational

District contractor receives safety award

PSG Inc. employees receive Mass. Safety
Council's Safety Award.

Safety Award Program.

The contractor received the
award for the Baird & McGuire
Superfund Sitein 2002 for working
46,215 hours in 2001 with a lost
workday incident rate of zero, com-
pared to the national rate of 1.7.

PSG hasreceived thisawardfor
alost workday incident rate of zero
in 1997, 1998, 1999, 2000, 2001,
and now 2002.

]
Photo by VictoriaMario




Officials " turn on" the water to the pipeline connecting Bourne to its new water supply.

Bourne pipeline dedication
ceremony held

by Timothy Dugan
PublicAffairs

The team that ensured on time
completion of the three-mile pipeline
connectingtheBourneWater Districtto
the Upper CapeRegional Water Supply
System on the Massachusetts Military
Reservation (MMR) held a "turn the
water on" ceremony onJune27inBourne,
Mass.

TheteamincludestheBourneWater
District, the MMR, the Massachusetts
National Guard Environmental & Readi-
ness Center, Air Force Center for Envi-
ronmental Excellence, andtheU.S. Army

Corps of Engineers New England Dis-
trict.

Construction of the pipeline began
onMay 13 near theOtisRotary on Route
28and continued down Connery Ave.on
tothe MMR. In May 2002, the Depart-
ment of Defensecommittedtoinstalling
the pipeline by July 1 to provide the
BourneWater District withenoughwater
to meet the peak summer demand.

The pipeline connection to the Up-
per CapeRegiona Water Supply System
will provide the capacity for about two
milliongallonsper day of additional water
to supplement the Cape Cod district’s
water supply.

Photoby C.J. Allen

Attendees discuss maps and charts of the new three-mile water supply pipeline.
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Charles River
Park opened for

public use

Remediation of the 11 acre
CharlesRiver Park andriverbank
portion of the former Army Ma-
terial Technology Laboratory in
Watertown, Mass., was success-
fully completedby theU.S. Army
Corps of Engineers and its con-
tractorsin October 2001 with all
contaminated soils excavated to
concentrations below EPA
cleanupcriteriaand replacedwith
new clean soils.

The Park was fertilized and
re-seededinearly April 2002 and
the fence surrounding the Park
wasremoved duringthelast week
inMay after thegrasshad become
established. The Army Corps
anticipates completion of there-
placement of plants along the
riverbank and at thenew wetland
area by the end of June.

"TheMDCispleasedthissite
is remediated and restored and
once again will provided unlim-
itedrecreationa opportunity along
theriver banks," sssidMDC Com-
missioner David B. Balfour, Jr.

TheArmy hasagreedtomow
the grass and maintain the Park
until July 9, at which time the
Metropolitan District Commis-
sions (MDC) will resume that
responsibility and continue to
maintaintheproperty aspart of its
overall Park system aong the
CharlesRiver.

"Thecurrent plancallsforthe
execution of theproperty transfer
documentsinAugust. A ceremony
will beheldtocommemoratethe
compl etion of theArmy’ swork at
thePark anditsofficial transfer to
the MDC," said Robert Chase,
theArmy’ sBaseRealignmentand
Closure Environmental Coordi-
nator. (PAO Press Release)
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Change of Command Ceremony Scrapbook
July 19, 2002

View of audience and Faneuil Hall
o L

Col. Brian Osterndorf, Brig. Gen. M. Stephen Rhoades, and Col. Thomas Koning. Col. Osterndorf and Chaplain Moore
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Change of Command Ceremony Scrapbook
July 19, 2002

View of front of Faneuil Hall during the Change of Command ceremony.

TheNew England District Ranger Color Guard depart after posting the
colors.

The Koning family.
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Change of Command Ceremony Scrapbook
July 19,2002

Col. Osterndorf relinquishes command of the New England District. Col. Thomas Koning
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Change of Command Ceremony Scrapbook
July 19,2002

Col. Koning meets New England District family. Col. Koning'sreception
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Dredging up the past. ..

Thisupstream view of the construction of Mansfield Hollow wastaken on June 14, 1944. A ceremony celebrating the

50th anniversary of the dam will take place August 3, 2002 at Mansfield Hollow Dam.
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