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Corps, Mystic Valley Development Commission propose plan for Malden River restoration 
CONCORD, Mass. – The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District, in partnership with the Mystic Valley Development Commission, is proposing the restoration of aquatic and riparian habitats and the improvement of anadromous fish passage in the Malden River located in Malden, Medford and Everett, Mass.

 “The Malden River Ecosystem Restoration Project involves restoring various degraded components of the river’s ecosystem,” said Project Manager Michael Tuttle, of the Corps’ New England District, Engineering/Planning Division. “The project will restore wetland areas that have been altered by filling, changes in hydrology, and colonization of non-native invasive species.”

The project will also create new wetland habitat in the river as well as enhance the availability of the river to anadromous and resident fish species in the system. The project has been designed to provide the highest quality habitat that the system could reasonably support and sustain, according to Tuttle. 
Specifically, the project involves the removal of approximately 14.9 acres of the invasive species Phragmites australis and the replanting with native scrub-shrub wetland species. The project also involves the creation of a 5.4-acre emergent marsh within the confines of the river’s former natural channel. Additionally, the fish habitat enhancement component of this project includes improving 2.8 acres of spawning habitat within the river by placing various substrates at tributary confluences and other appropriate locations. 
Public comments on the proposed restoration project should be made to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District by Jan. 10, 2008.
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“The project goals are to restore aquatic and riparian habitats, and improve fisheries spawning habitat in the Malden River,” said Tuttle. “The Malden River watershed is a degraded riverine ecosystem and has been subject to the effects of gradual urbanization for several centuries. These effects of development on the river’s aquatic resources have been significant.”

The bordering lands consist predominantly of former tidelands bound by rail lines along each bank that were previously filled with razed building materials, industrial wastes and dredged material to support early industrial development. All tributary streams and associated wetlands have been filled or altered to varying degrees. The 1960s construction of the Amelia Earhart Dam converted the waterway from a tidally influenced salt-water estuary to a freshwater system. Riparian wetlands along the riverbanks are dominated by non-native invasive plant species such as Phragmites, which are crowding out native species, and limiting the diversity of riparian and wetland plant communities. In its current condition, riverbank frontage has little ecological resource value. The degraded conditions that exist in the river will remain static unless restoration efforts are undertaken, according to Tuttle.
The Malden River Ecosystem Restoration Project’s primary goal is to restore the ecosystem to the highest quality that it can reasonably support and sustain. The Malden River Feasibility Study restoration opportunities are the restoration and creation of freshwater wetlands that will provide habitat for native fish and wildlife; and to provide accessibility to the Malden River for anadromous and resident fishery species. 

Seventeen alternatives, which included various wetland restoration, wetland creation, and fish habitat improvement measures, were identified and analyzed in all possible combinations to identify cost-effective plans. Thirteen plans were retained and considered by the Corps’ New England District and the Mystic Valley Development Commission. 
A draft Environmental Assessment and Finding of No Significant Impact have been prepared for this restoration project and are available for public review. The proposed project is not expected to affect any Federal or State listed threatened or endangered species. The project is not expected to impact any structures or sites of historic, architectural, or archaeological significance as defined by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966. 
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The proposed project is being coordinated with the following Federal, state, and local agencies: U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, National Marine Fisheries Service, the Wampanoag Tribe, the Massachusetts Executive Office of Energy
and Environmental Affairs, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Management, the Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection, the Massachusetts Department of Fish

and Wildlife, the Massachusetts Historical Commission, the Massachusetts Water Resources Authority, the Massachusetts Department of Conservation and Recreation, the City of Malden, the City of Medford, the City of Everett, and the Mystic River Watershed Association. Additionally, the project is being coordinated with Citizens’ Groups, River’s Edge (formerly TeleCom City), MassElectric, Keyspan and Tufts University. 

The public notice and additional project information are available on the Corps website at: http//www.nae.usace.army.mil. Select “projects” and “Malden River Ecosystem Restoration.”
Public comments on this proposed restoration project should be forwarded no later than Jan. 10, 2008 to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District, Engineering/Planning Division (ATTN: Mr. Michael Tuttle), 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751. 
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