US Army Corps of Engineers
New England District

About Us

Flood Damage Reduction and Hurricane Barriers
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New England is susceptible to flooding
from many sources - hurricanes in
summer and fall, showmelts in winter
and spring, and coastal storms year
round. As a result of the catastrophic
floods in New England in 1936 and
1938, the Corps was called upon to
undertake a comprehensive flood
damage reduction program.
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Since then the Corps has built many
flood control structures throughout New
England.

These include:
e 36 dams and reservoirs in five

river basins that hold back
floodwaters until danger is past

e One tidal barrier (Charles River) \
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e Conduits to divert floodwaters ‘

e Five hurricane protection barriers
that protect the shoreline,
rivers, and harbors by closing
waterways to tidal surges - the
Corps currently operates and
maintains the barriers at New
Bedford, Mass.; Providence,
R.l.; and Stamford, Conn.

e Channel modifications to
increase the carrying capacity
of streams, thus reducing the
possibility of flooding
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e Nonstructural flood proofing

BUILDING STRONGe

Housatonic River Basin
Black Rock Lake, Conn.
*East Branch Dam, Conn.

*Hall Meadow Brook Dam, Conn.

Hancock Brook Lake, Conn.
Hop Brook Lake, Conn.
Northfield Brook Lake, Conn.
Thomaston Dam, Conn.

Connecticut River Basin
Ball Mountain Lake, Vt.
Barre Falls Dam, Mass.

Birch Hill Dam, Mass.
Colebrook River Lake, Conn.

Conant Brook Dam, Mass.

Knightville Dam, Mass.

Littleville Dam, Mass.
*Mad River Dam, Conn.
North Hartland Lake, Vt.
No. Springfield Lake, Vt.
Otter Brook Lake, N.H.
*Sucker Brook Dam, Conn.
Surry Mountain Dam, N.H.
Townshend Lake, Vt.

Tully Lake, Mass.

Union Village Dam, Vt.

Thames River Basin
Buffumville Lake, Mass.

East Brimfield Lake, Mass.
Hodges Village Dam, Mass.
Mansfield Hollow Lake, Conn.
West Thompson Lake, Conn.
Westville Lake, Mass.

Merrimack River Basin
Blackwater Dam, N.H.
Franklin Falls Dam, N.H.

Hopkinton and Everett Lakes, N.H.
Edward MacDowell Dam, N.H.

Blackstone River Basin
West Hill Dam, Mass.

Charles River Basin
Charles River Dam, Mass.

Hurricane Protection Barriers

New Bedford, Mass.
*New London, Conn.

*Pawcatuck-Stonington, Conn.

Providence, R.I.
Stamford, Conn.

*Constructed by the Corps, operated by others

A unique effort was the Charles River Project, which incorporates a large
dam with three locks in the downstream urban portion of the Charles River
Basin in eastern Massachusetts with the Natural Valley Storage Project
upstream. During the 1970s nearly 8,000 acres of property was acquired,
either by easement or in fee, as part of the Corps first nonstructural flood
control project in the nation.
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