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REISSUANCE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY 
RHODE ISLAND GENERAL PERMIT (GP) 

The New England District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers hereby announces the reissuance of the 
statewide Rhode Island General Permit (GP), pursuant to 33 CFR 325.5(c)(l), for minimal-impact 
activities within the State of Rhode Island. The prior Rhode Island Programmatic General Permit (PGP) 
expired on February 13,2012. This GP became effective on February 22,2012. The reissued Rhode 
Island GP continues the expedited review process for activities within Corps jurisdiction under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, and Section 103 of the 
Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act. This public notice is issued in accordance with 33 
CFR 325.10 to ensure potential applicants for permits are informed of the requirements of33 CFR 320-
330 and of the steps required to obtain permits for activities in waters of the United States or ocean 
waters. 

General permits were encouraged under the President' s plan to streamline state and Federal regulatory 
programs. The Corps of Engineers has already had success with streamlining these programs through the 
use of general permits throughout New England. This GP is designed to authorize activities covered 
under the Nationwide Permit (NWP) program and the prior PGP. Continued utilization of the general 
permit process in place of the NWPs will provide important benefits to the public, including simplifYing 
the process, state and federal concurrent review, and providing necessary environmental protection. 

Projects with minimal individual and cumulative effects on the aquatic environment will be approved 
administratively under this GP. Projects that do not meet the terms and conditions of this GP will be 
subjected to our Individual Permit review. The Individual Permit review procedures are not altered by 
the GP. Federal exemptions, which are not necessarily the same as the State of Rhode Island's 
exemptions, are also not altered by the GP. Project proponents must also obtain any appropriate local 
and state approvals when required in order for this GP to be valid. All GP authorizations will be subject 
to the applicability requirements, procedures, and conditions contained in the GP document. 

Some of the major changes from the previous PGP include: 

1. Bank stabilization projects in inland waters for Category 1: must not impair surface flow 
into or out of any water of the U.S.; no materials may be placed in a manner that will be 
eroded by normal or expected high flows; and no stream channelization activities are 
allowed. 

2. Riverlstreamlbrook crossings and wetland crossings in inland waters for Category 1: no 
open trench excavation in flowing waters; no slip lining; and no stream relocation. 



3. Projects using creosote-treated materials in any water or wetland are not eligible for the GP 
and require an Individual Permit. 

4. Existing moorings may not be relocated to special aquatic sites (SAS). SAS include: inland 
and salt marsh wetlands, mud flats, vegetated shallows, coral reefs, and riffle and pool 
complex. 

5. Prior to installation of a mooring, a site-specific vegetated shallows (eelgrass) survey shall 
be conducted to document that vegetated shallows are not present. 

6. When existing moorings in SAS are replaced or upgraded, low impact mooring technology 
that eliminates contact with the bottom substrate at all tides, such as helical anchors and 
elastic or other floating mooring tackle (i.e. no dragging chains) shall be employed. 

7. Up to 4300 square feet (SF) offill in an SAS (excluding vegetated shallows) may be 
permitted under the GP as a Category 2 activity. Any fill in vegetated shallows is not 
eligible for a GP and will require an IP. 

8. General conditions have been updated to reflect current state and Federal law and policies. 

The new GP supercedes the previous PGP, but does not affect activities authorized under the previous 
POP that have commenced prior to this re-issuance. Activities which have commenced (i.e. are under 
construction or are under contract to commence) prior to the expiration date of the previous POP in 
reliance upon the terms and conditions of the category under which it was authorized, shall remain 
authorized provided the activity is completed by February 13, 2013 or in accordance with specific 
expiration requirements contained in the individual Corps POP authorization letter for Category 2 
projects. 

The Rhode Island GP may be viewed on our web site at 
http://www.nae.usace.army.miIlRegulatory/SGP/ri.htm 
Please contact Michael J. Elliott at (978) 318-8131 or at michael.j .elliott@usace.army.mil for more 
information or to request a copy of the OP. 
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