
III PUBLIC NOTICE 
US Army Corps 
of Engineers ® 

New Enaland District 

696 Virginia Road 
Concord, MA 01742-2751 

Comment Period Begins: October 5, 2010 
Comment Period Ends: November 5, 2010 
File Number: NAE-2009-2336 
In Reply Refer To: Barbara Newman 
Phone: (978) 318-8515 or by 
E-mail: Barbara.H.Newman 
~usace.army.mil 

The District Engineer has received a permit application from the applicant below to conduct work in waters of 
the United States as described below. 

APPLICANT David C. Allen 

ACTIVITY This project involves stream bank stabilization. A detailed description and plans of the activity are 
attached. 

WATERWAY AND LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED WORK 
This work is proposed in The Blackberry River at 10 Elm Street in North Canaan, CT. The proposed location is 
on the USGS MA-Ashley Falls- quadrangle sheet is at 42.023 Latitude and -73.325 Longitude. 

AUTHORITY 
Permits are required pursuant to: 
__ Section 10 ofthe Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
_x_ Section 404 ofthe Clean Water Act 
_----'Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act). 

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed 
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization 
of important resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against 
its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land 
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; 
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed 
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue, 
modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess 
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other 
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment 
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are 
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed 
activity. 
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Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the 
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact 
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the 
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water 
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 as amended. 

SECTION 106 COORDINATION 
Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that the proposed work may impact properties 
listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Additional review and consultation 
to fulfil requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, will be 
ongoing as part of the permit review process. 

The following authorizations have been applied for, or have been, or will be obtained: 
(x) Permit, License or Assent from State. 
(x) Permit from Local Wetland Agency or Conservation Commission. 
(x) Water Quality Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 

In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment. Anyone wishing to comment is 
encouraged to do so. Comments should be submitted in writing by the above date. If you have any 
questions, please contact Barbara Newman at (978) 318-8515, (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367, if calling 
from within Massachusetts. 

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be 
held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing shall specifically state the reasons for holding a 
public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the 
best means for understanding a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public. 

The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in response to this notice. 
All comments will be considered a matter of public record. Copies ofletters of objection will be forwarded to 
the applicant who will normally be requested to contact objectors directly in an effort to reach an understanding. 

In accordance with 33 CPR 325.2(a) (8), we publish monthly a list of permits issued or denied during the 
previous month at www.nae.usace.army.mil/reg. under the heading "Monthly General and Individual Permit 
Authorizations." Relevant environmental documents and the SOPs or RODs are available upon written request 
and, where applicable, upon the payment of administrative fees. Also visit www.nae.usace.army.mil for more 
information on the New England District Corps of Engineers programs. 

THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK. 

~ 

£luUu~ Diane Ray 
Acting Chief, Pe ·ts and Enforcement Branch 
Regulatory Division 
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If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices, please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at (978) 318-
8058 or e-mail heratbettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil. You may also check here ( ) and return this 
portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson, Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 696 
Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751. 

NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
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PROPOSED WORK AND PURPOSE 
The work includes the discharge offill material below the Ordinary High Water Mark (OHWM) of the 
Blackberry River at 10 Elm Street in North Canaan. The project involves the installation oflarge (30") 
boulders along 325 linear feet of the river bank, to varying heights depending on the location ofthe top of the 
bank; ranging from the height of a single boulder to 10 feet above the river bottom. Synthetic filter fabric will 
be used at the existing surface to prevent further erosion of the fine sandy soils. Smaller stones will be used as 
required to fill in any voids between and behind the boulders. The top of the reinforced bank will receive 6" 
minimum topsoil and seed. Some of the voids behind and between the boulders will receive soil and dormant 
plantings. Rock vanes will also be installed in the river bed at approx. 75' intervals. 

Several alternatives were examined including sheet piling, concrete walls, plantings, and no action. 
The applicant rejected these alternatives; sheet piling can be unattractive and provide no habitat enhancement, 
concrete walls can be very expensive and would require a larger disturbance within the flood plain, and a 
vegetative slope has not seemed to be effective to date since the current slope is vegetated and is failing. 

The work is described on the attached plans entitled "Proposed Riverbank Stabilization Plan, Prepared for 
Charles Goodyear, 10 Elm Street, North Canaan, CT" on five (5) sheets, and dated "9/16/10." 

MITIGATION 
The applicant will be minimizing the impacts of the placement of fill by using large rounded stone riprap and 

rock vanes. Large rocks and the spaces between the rocks can provide near shore habitat for a variety of fish. 
Rock vanes can provide a lateral cover for fish and would create localized scour holes, which are important for 
fish survival during low flow periods. In addition the plantings used in and amongst the large boulders can 
provide soil stabilization, shading and wildlife habitat over time. 
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Allied Engineering Assoc. LLC 
95 Main St. 3rd. FIr. East 

P.O. Box 726 North Canaan, CT 06018 
860-824-1400 860-824-1401 fax 

allied-engineering@snet.net 
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PROPOSED RIVERBANK STABILIZATION PLAN 
BLACKBERRY RIVER 

PREPARED FOR 

CHARLES GOODYEAR 
10 ELM STREET 

NORTH CANAAN, CONNECTICUT 
5/3/10 

SCALE: 1" =1000' 
PROJ. NO. 237 SHEET 1 OF 5 
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PROPOSED RIVERBANK STABIUZA TlON PLAN 
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CHARLES GOODYEAR 
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