PUBLIC NOTICE

US Army Corps
of Engineerss Date: February 2,2010
New England District Comment Period Ends: March 4, 2010
File Number: NAE-2009-01999
696 Virginia Road In Reply Refer To: Crystal Gardner
Concord, MA 01742-2751 Or by e-mail: crystal.i.gardner@usace.army.mil

The District Engineer has received a permit application from the applicant below to conduct work in waters of
the United States as described below.

APPLICANT: GPS Fiber Communications Incorporated

ACTIVITY: The placement of a submerged fiber optic cable between Fairhaven, Massachusetts on the
mainland and Tisbury, Massachusetts on Martha’s Vineyard. A detailed description and plans of the activity are
attached.

WATERWAY AND LOCATION OF THE PROPOSED WORK
This work is proposed in Buzzards Bay in the towns of Woods Hole, Falmouth, Vineyard Sound and Tisbury.

The proposed location is on the USGS Wood Hole, Falmouth and Vineyard Sound quadrangle sheets at
Lat/Long 31°45.78” N and 70 40°28.51” E . '

AUTHORITY
Permits are required pursuant to:
_ X _ Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

_X__ Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act).

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against
its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
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also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity.

Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972 as amended.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries
Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries
Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely
affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).

This project will impact 0.14 acres of Essential Fish Habitat (EFH) in Buzzards Bay and Vineyard Sound.
Habitat at these sites can be described as complex consisting of silt, sand and mud. Loss of this habitat may
adversely affect is shown below.

Buzzards Bay

[Species [Bggs | Larvae | Juvemils | Aduts |
At,laﬁtic — (.Ga.dl.ls mo,rhl;a) . , e X - X X v . X A
| haddock (elanogrammus aeglefms) | X |x | |
:Wred — (UrophyCi;.;huss)...... e i X i ,X _ X
' winter”f;l(r)ru;lw(‘i;;(}’ézrtrozne;ctesr ;zmer;'canus) X X X | X
1 windowpane flounder (Scopthalmus aq;o;vu;) 1 x | X | X | X

| ;\;nerican plaice (Hippoglossoides platessoides) o X X
V-Aﬂtvlantic sea herring”v(VC‘llzrtp!(Azar harengus) T 7 ; X 1 X
| luctish (Pomatomus saltari) | z [x  |x
| long finned squid (Lalig; pealez) o X X

Atlmtic buttefish (Pepriis riceantius) | X | X |x |
: Atlantlc mackefel (Séor;tée; S(;'o}nbr;;v) | ) X | X R X I X
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i-s;mmer ﬂoundér "(Paralicfhys ‘dentﬁ‘zytus)”” o X X X X
“scup (Stenotomus chrysops) x  |x  |x  |x
m;i.'«:l;i;;t;;l‘)as;(Centropristus striat;z) N X :’ X “ . X
<t clam (Spisuda solidissima) ] | [x  x
: king mackerel (Scémbérémorus cavalla) 1 X 1 X | X v X
Spanisl-l‘ fl;;;i(erel (Scomberomorus maculatus) X 1 X A 1 X X
Ckoi’)ia‘(R‘ac"hycenktron ;anad;lm) T 1 X X X XX
| sandbar shark (Charcharinus phumbens) - X
[ blucfin tuna (Thuams dyrm) T x
Vineyard Sound
Species | Eggs Larvae Juveniles :‘Adu‘lts
" Atlantic cod (Gadts morhua) T x
| winter ﬂounder‘ (Pleu;onec?es amer;é;znus) X | X T X 1 X
long finned squid (Loligo pealei) : | 1 X X
Atlantic butterfish (Peprilus triacanthus) X - X 'XV X “
Atlntic mackerel Scomberscombru) | X |x  |x | x
 cummer flounder (Paralicthys dentatus) x x [x x
scup (Stenotomus chrysops) T X
 black sea bass (Centroprisus striata) | [x  [x |x
éﬁf clam (Spisuia sokidissima) ; | X X
King mackerel (Scomberomorus cavalle) [x X x  |x
| Si)anish mackerel (Sc;o;nberomorus maéulatus) | X X X | X )
cobia (Rach}?entron ca;;zd;m) - X | X X VX
: biue shark (Prionace glaucé) | o X |
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| shortfin mako shark (Isurus oxyrhyncus) ‘ X
1 sandbar shark (Charcharinus plumbeus) ; X
| bluefin tuna (Thunnus thynnus) | X

However the District Engineer has made a preliminary determination that the site-specific adverse effect will
not be substantial. Further consultation with the National Marine Fisheries Service regarding EFH conservation
recommendations is being conducted and will be concluded prior to the final decision.

Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that little likelihood exists for the proposed
work to impinge upon properties with cultural or Native American significance, or listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, no further consideration of the requirements of
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, is necessary. This determination is
based upon one or more of the following:

a. The permit area has been extensively modified by previous work.

b. The permit area has been recently created.

c. The proposed activity is of limited nature and scope.

d. Review of the latest published version of the National Register shows that no presence of
registered properties listed as being eligible for inclusion therein are in the permit area or general vicinity.

e. Coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer and/or Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer(s)

The States of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island have approved Coastal
Zone Management Programs. Where applicable the applicant states that any proposed activity will comply
with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the approved Coastal Zone Management
Program. By this Public Notice, we are requesting the State concurrence or objection to the applicant’s
consistency statement.

The following authorizations have been applied for, or have been, or will be obtained:

(X ) Permit, License or Assent from State.
(X ) Permit from Local Wetland Agency or Conservation Commission.
(X ) Water Quality Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.

In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment. Anyone wishing to comment is
encouraged to do so. Comments should be submitted in writing by the above date. If you have any
questions, please contact Crystal Gardnerat (978) 318-8332, (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367, if calling from
within Massachusetts.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be
held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing shall specifically state the reasons for holding a
public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the
best means for understanding a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public.
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The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in response to this notice.
All comments will be considered a matter of public record. Copies of letters of objection will be forwarded to
the applicant who will normally be requested to contact objectors directly in an effort to reach an understanding.

For more information on the New England District Corps of Engineers programs, visit our website at
http.//www.nae.usace.army.mil.

THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK.

R & Volike,

ren Kirk Adams
Chief, Permits and Enforcement Branch
Regulatory Division

If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices, please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at (978) 318-
8058 or e-mail her at bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil. You may also check here ( ) and return this
portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson, Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 696
Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
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PROPOSED WORK AND PURPOSE

The work includes the placement 26,600 yards of Alcatel URC-2, 24 strand submarine fiber optic cable. Of this
amount 3,660 yards will be directionally drilled and the remaining 22,940 yards will be plowed and covered
below the bottom at least four feet. The directional drilling includes 1000 yards at Wilbur Point in Fairhaven,
300 yards at Nobska Point, 1 mile at Tasmoo and 600 yards at Woodshole. Approximately 54,000 square feet
of bay bottom will be temporarily altered during the plowing and covering of the cable. The fiber feeder cable
will not be visible from the point it leaves their head end building in Fairhaven until it reaches their NOC
Building in Vineyard Haven.

The purpose of this work is to deliver reliable high speed communications service to the Cape and Islands.

The work is described on the enclosed plans entitled “Fiber Optic Feeder Project,” on sheets A-1 through A-10,
and dated “11/2/09.”
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