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Massachusetts 
Lee Shore and Bank Protection Project 
The project in Lee lies on the Housatonic River, imme-
diately west of Tyringham Road and about 1,000 feet 
downstream of the Massachusetts Turnpike. It is about 10 
miles south of Pittsfi eld and eight miles east of the Mas-
sachusetts - New York border.

The strong fl ows of the Housatonic River had seriously 
eroded a section of riverbank where the river bends 
sharply. This erosion threatened to wash out a nearby 
sewer main and undermine a siphon structure leading to 
the Lee Sewage Treatment Plant. Had this occurred, the 
Housatonic River would have been polluted with un-
treated municipal waste. In response to the problem, the 
Corps placed 365 feet of stone slope protection along the 
eroded riverbank, preventing further erosion and protect-
ing the integrity of the structures.

The Lee project was constructed between November 
1974 and June 1975 at a cost of $38,000. It is a small 
project, built under Section 14 of the Corps’ Continuing 
Authorities Program.

U.S. ARMY CORPS OF ENGINEERS - NEW ENGLAND DISTRICT
696 VIRGINIA ROAD, CONCORD, MA 01742-2751

http://www.nae.usace.army.mil

Fact Sheet 
Shore/Bank Protection Projects

Last Updated: July 1, 2012
 

Aerial view of the project in Lee, Mass., which lies on the Housatonic 
River, immediately west of Tyringham Road and about 1,000 feet 
downstream of the Massachusetts Turnpike. (Click photo for high-
resolution version)
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