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New Hampshire 
Cocheco River Navigation Project 
The Cocheco River fl ows for 34 miles in a southeasterly direction and joins with the Salmon Falls River in Dover to 
form the Piscataqua River. The Cocheco River is located about nine miles northwest of Portsmouth and serves small 
recreational and fi shing vessels.

This project, completed in 1906, consists of a three-mile long channel, seven feet deep and 60-75 feet wide (7.5 feet 
deep and 50 feet wide in areas where rock was encountered), extending up the Cocheco River from its confl uence 
with the Salmon Falls River to Dover’s Upper Narrows area, located near the town center. The project was built to 
facilitate shipping, which at that time consisted chiefl y of coal and building materials. No commercial navigation has 
been reported on the river for many years.
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