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New Hampshire
Otter Brook Lake 
The dam at Otter Brook Lake in Keene is located on Otter Brook, a tributary of the Branch River, which in turn is a 
tributary of the Ashuelot River. From Keene, the project can be reached by traveling two miles east on Route 101 to 
Branch Road.

In conjunction with Surry Mountain Dam, Otter Brook Lake provides fl ood protection to Keene, Swanzey, Win-
chester, and other communities along the Ashuelot River. Along with other Corps dams, Otter Brook Lake helps 
reduce fl ooding along the Connecticut River.  

Construction of the project began in September 1956 and was completed in August 1958 at a cost of $4.4 million. 
The project consists of an earthfi ll dam with stone slope protection 1,288 feet long and 133 feet high; a gated con-
crete horseshoe conduit, six feet in diameter and 589 feet long; and a chute spillway founded on rock with a concrete 
weir 145 feet long. The weir’s crest elevation is 21 feet lower than the top of the dam. The work included relocating 
Branch Road and a portion of Route 9.  

Otter Brook Lake contains a 70-acre recreation pool that has a maximum depth of 18 feet. The fl ood storage area of 
the project totals 375 acres and extends about 2.3 miles upstream into Roxbury. The lake and all associated project 
lands cover 582 acres. Otter Brook Lake can store 5.7 billion gallons of water for fl ood control purposes. This is 
equivalent to seven inches of water covering its drainage area of 47.2 square miles.  

Otter Brook Lake features a popular recreational area one mile north of the dam that is accessible only from Route 9 
and is situated about four miles east of Keene. It offers a picnic area with 90 tables and 55 fi replace grills; swimming 
on a 400-foot-long beach; a change house; boating for canoes, rowboats, sailboats, and boats with electric motors 
(gas-powered motors are prohibited); a boat ramp; a ball fi eld; snowmobiling; cross-country skiing; drinking water; 
and sanitary facilities. Otter Brook, both upstream and downstream of the lake, is stocked by the state with brook and 
rainbow trout, and the lake supports chain pickerel, yellow perch, and bass. Ice fi shing is permitted. There is in-sea-
son hunting and/or trapping for deer, beaver, muskrat, fi sher, and wild turkey.
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