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Edward MacDowell Lake 
The dam at Edward MacDowell Lake is located on Nubanusit Brook in Peterborough, about 14 miles east of Keene. 
From Nashua, the dam can be reached by taking U.S. Route 3 to Route 101A west (which turns into Route 101) 
through Peterborough. Continue on Route 101 for about two miles and follow signs to the dam.

Edward MacDowell Lake provides fl ood protection primarily to Peterborough. The project also provides fl ood pro-
tection to the downstream communities of Hancock, Bennington, Antrim, Deering, Hillsboro, and Henniker, all on 
the Contoocook River.

Construction of the dam began in March 1948 and was completed in March 1950 at a cost of $2 million.

Edward MacDowell Lake consists of an earthfi ll dam with stone slope protection 1,100 feet long and 67 feet high; 
a gated concrete conduit, seven feet high, seven feet wide, and 275 feet long; and a chute spillway cut in rock. The 
spillway at Edward MacDowell Lake is unusual in that instead of being located adjacent to the dam as most spill-
ways are, it is located 3.2 miles northeast of the dam, at Halfmoon Pond. The spillway has a concrete weir 100 feet 
long with a crest elevation 21 feet lower than the top of the dam. Discharges from the spillway fl ow from Halfmoon 
Pond into Ferguson Brook which, in turn, discharges into the Contoocook River.

There is a conservation pool at Edward MacDowell Lake covering an area of 165 acres and having a maximum depth 
of about seven feet. The fl ood storage area of the project totals 840 acres and covers parts of Hancock, Dublin, and 
Harrisville. The lake and all associated project lands cover 1,469 acres. Edward MacDowell Lake can store almost 
4.2 billion gallons of water for fl ood control purposes. This is equivalent to 5.4 inches of water covering its drainage 
area of 44 square miles.

The Corps operates a small recreation area. Amenities include two pavilions, multiple picnic and grill locations 
throughout the park, beach, volleyball net, horseshoe pits and playground. Canoes, rowboats, and other small boats 
are permitted on Edward MacDowell Lake. Project lands also offer trails for hiking and cross country skiing; snow-
mobile trails; undeveloped open space for ball playing and other sporting activities; drinking water; and sanitary 
facilities.

Edward MacDowell Lake offers over three miles of Nubanusit Brook that wind through project lands and a 165 
acre lake with largely warm water fi shing such as bass, pickerel, brown bullhead, and perch. Ice fi shing is permitted. 
The state stocks pheasant for hunters, and there is in-season hunting and/or trapping for turkey, goose, ducks, ruffed 
grouse, woodcock, beaver, deer, rabbit, fox, raccoon, fi sher, and mink. 
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