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Blackwater Dam

Blackwater Dam in Webster is located on the Blackwater River, about 18 miles northwest of Concord. From Con-
cord, it can be reached by taking U.S. Route 93 to U.S. Route 4 west, then south on Route 127.

Blackwater Dam significantly reduces flooding in the downstream communities on the Blackwater and Contoocook
rivers, including Webster, Hopkinton, and Boscawen. In conjunction with the Franklin Falls Dam and the dams at
Hopkinton and Everett Lakes, Blackwater Dam also reduces flooding in the major industrial, commercial, and resi-
dential centers on the Merrimack River, including Concord, Manchester, and Nashua, and the Massachusetts cities of
Lowell, Lawrence, and Haverhill.

Construction of Blackwater Dam began in May 1940 and was completed in November 1941 at a cost of $1.3 mil-
lion. The project consists of an earthfill dam with stone slope protection. The dam is 1,150 feet long with a maximum
height of 75 feet; there are two earthfill dikes with stone slope protection totaling 1,650 feet. Little Hill Dike, located
about three miles northwest of the dam, is 1,230 feet long and has a maximum height of 28 feet; and Dodge Dike,
situated about .5 mile west of the dam, is 420 feet long with a maximum height of 20 feet. There are three gated
rectangular conduits. Each conduit measures five feet three inches high, three feet six inches wide, and 65 feet long.
A fourth ungated rectangular conduit was permanently plugged in 1951 to increase the effectiveness of the reservoir
during flood periods. A spillway is cut in rock with a 240-foot-long concrete weir. The weir’s crest elevation is 18
feet lower than the top of the dam. The work included relocating about three miles of Route 127 and constructing
smaller roads adjacent to the project.

There is no lake at Blackwater Dam. The flood storage area of the project covers approximately 3,280 acres and
extends upstream about seven miles through Salisbury, having a maximum width of one mile. The entire project, in-
cluding all associated lands, covers 3,580 acres. Blackwater Dam can store up to 15 billion gallons of water for flood
control purposes. This is equivalent to 6.7 inches of water covering its drainage area of 128 square miles.

The Corps has issued a license to the New Hampshire Department of Resources and Economic Development to con-
duct a forestry and fish and wildlife management program on 3,475 acres of reservoir lands. A 10-mile section of the
Blackwater River meanders through the project area and offers a pristine streamside environment popular with ca-
noeists. Reservoir lands also offer a 19-mile-long snowmobiling trail network that is also used for hiking, horseback
riding, and cross-country skiing. The Blackwater River is heavily stocked with rainbow and brown trout by the state
and supports self-sustaining brook trout, perch, bass, panfish, and brown bullhead. There is in-season hunting and/
or trapping for state stocked pheasant, as well as black bear, deer, partridge, raccoon, fox, fishercat, and rabbit. Duck
hunting is permitted at Greenough Pond, a 40-acre marshy area located within the project area.
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