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Massachusetts
Westville Lake 
The dam at Westville Lake is situated on the Quinebaug River in the towns of Southbridge and Sturbridge, about 18 
miles southwest of Worcester and 25 miles east of Springfi eld. From Sturbridge, the dam is two miles south on Route 
131, right on West Street, right on South Street, right on Marjorie Road.

In conjunction with the dam at East Brimfi eld Lake, the dam at Westville Lake substantially reduces fl ood damages 
in Southbridge and Dudley, Massachusetts, and Putnam, Danielson, Jewett City, and Norwich, Connecticut. These 
communities are predominant industrial and business centers on the Quinebaug River.

Construction of Westville Lake started in April 1960 and Was completed in August 1962, costing $5.7 million. The 
project required the partial relocation of Route 15 (now U.S. Route 84); U.S. Route 20; Route 131; South Street in 
Southbridge and Mashapaug Road in Sturbridge; and various pipelines, water supply facilities, and electric and tele-
phone utility lines.

The project consists of an earthfi ll dam 560 feet long and 78 feet high; three gated rectangular conduits, each mea-
suring six feet high, four feet wide, and 63 feet long; and a chute spillway founded on bedrock with a 200-foot-long 
weir. The weir’s crest elevation is 15 feet lower than the top of the dam.

Westville Lake contains a 23-acre recreation pool one-half mile long with a depth of 10 feet at the dam. The fl ood 
storage area of the project totals 913 acres and extends 6.4 miles upstream into the village of Fiskdale, a part of 
Sturbridge. This area is normally empty and is utilized only to store fl oodwaters. The lake and all associated project 
lands cover 1,082 acres. Westville Lake can store up to 3.61 billion gallons of water for fl ood control purposes. This 
is equivalent to 6.5 inches of water covering its drainage area of 99.5 square miles.

Westville Lake has a large recreation area that offers 50 picnic tables, 25 fi replaces, two ball fi elds, a boat ramp for 
canoeing or sailing, picnic shelter, drinking water, and parking and sanitary facilities. The lake is stocked by the state 
with trout, and supports native bass, pickerel, and perch. Ice fi shing is permitted. The project also offers one mile of 
stream fi shing along the Quinebaug River, which is stocked by the state with trout.
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