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Littleville Lake

The dam at Littleville Lake is located on the Middle Branch of the Westfield River in Huntington and Chester. From
Westfield, visitors can reach the dam by taking Route 20 west to Huntington, then Route 112 north.

In conjunction with Knightville Dam, Littleville Lake provides flood protection to Huntington, Westfield, West
Springfield, and other communities on the Westfield River. Littleville Lake also helps to reduce damages along the
main stem of the Connecticut River. Littleville Lake is a multipurpose reservoir, serving as a backup water supply
area for Springfield in addition to its flood control function.

Construction of the dam began in June 1962 and was completed in October 1965, costing $6.8 million. Relocation
included about five miles of town roads, seven miles of utilities, and a 350-grave cemetery.

Littleville Lake consists of an earthfill dam with stone slope protection 1,360 feet long and 164 feet high; a 935-foot-
long earthfill dike with a maximum elevation of 46 feet; a gated horseshoe conduit, eight feet in diameter, with a
length of 374 feet; and a chute spillway cut in rock with a concrete weir 400 feet long. The weir’s crest elevation is
20 feet lower than the top of the dam. The dam also has an 790-foot-long, four-foot diameter gated concrete conduit
used specifically for water supply purposes.

Littleville Lake contains a 275-acre water supply pool that has a maximum depth of 90 feet. The flood storage area
of the project totals 510 acres and extends 3.7 miles upstream, principally through the town of Chester. The lake and
all associated lands cover 1,579 acres. Littleville Lake can store up to 7.49 billion gallons of water for flood control
purposes. This is equivalent to 8.3 inches of water covering its drainage area of 52.3 square miles.

There is a small picnic area at the dam with three picnic tables, three fireplaces, and parking and sanitary facilities.
There are two boat ramps - one at the dam, the other (for canoes only) at the Dayville Recreation Area, about seven
miles from the dam (boating is limited to canoes, sailboats, and 10 horsepower motors). There is a snowmobile trail,
and cross-country skiing and ice skating are permitted.

Littleville Lake is one of the most popular fishing areas in western Massachusetts. The lake offers cold water fishing
for state stocked rainbow and brown trout. Stream fishing for state stocked brook, brown and rainbow trout is also
available along one and one-half miles of the Middle Branch of the Westfield River. Ice fishing is permitted. Lit-
tleville Lake offers in-season hunting of native deer, wild turkey, and small game, such as squirrels and partridge.
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