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Conant Brook Dam 
Conant Brook Dam is located about two miles southeast of the center of Monson, on the Conant Brook tributary of 
Chicopee Brook. From Palmer, the dam can be reached traveling four miles south on Route 32, then left on Wales 
Road. Conant Brook Dam provides fl ood protection to Monson and communities along the Quaboag River. In con-
junction with Barre Falls Dam, the project provides fl ood protection to communities along the Chicopee River. 
Construction started in June 1964 and was completed in December 1966, costing $3 million. About 1.3 miles of town 
road were relocated, and 0.3 mile of new road was added. Also included in construction was a new water supply well 
for the Town of Monson.

The project consists of an earthfi ll dam with stone slope protection 1,050 feet long and 85 feet high; a 980-foot long 
earthfi ll dike with a maximum height of 14 feet; a 405-foot long ungated circular concrete conduit with a 36-inch di-
ameter; and a concrete chute spillway with a 100-foot-long con crete weir. The weir’s crest elevation is 14 feet lower 
than the top of the dam.

There is no lake at Conant Brook Dam. The fl ood storage area of the project, which covers 158 acres, is normally 
empty and only utilized to store fl oodwaters. The entire project, including all associated lands, covers 471 acres. 
Conant Brook Dam can store up to 1.22 billion gallons of water for fl ood control purposes. This is equivalent to nine 
inches of water covering its drainage area of 7.8 square miles.

More than a mile of old roads offer scenic trails for hiking, horseback riding, and cross country skiing. The project 
also offers three miles of stream fi shing for state stocked trout along Conant and Vinica brooks. Seasonal hunting is 
permitted for state stocked pheasant and native rabbit, deer, and other small game.
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