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Connecticut 
East Hartford Local Protection Project 
The East Hartford Local Protection Project is located 
along the east bank of the Connecticut River and the north 
bank of the Hockanum River in East Hartford. It provides 
protection for about 760 acres of residential, commercial, 
industrial, and public property in East Hartford. 

Construction started in December 1938 and was com-
pleted in July 1943, costing $2.4 million. The project is 
operated and maintained by East Hartford. 

There are about 19,500 feet of earthfi ll dikes and 750 feet 
of concrete fl oodwalls along the Connecticut and Hocka-
num rivers, extending from the high ground near Greene 
Terrace in the north to high ground at Brewer Lane and 
Central Avenue in the south. There are two stoplog struc-
tures, one each at the railroad and Main Street. Three 
pumping stations that discharge storm waters from behind 
the dike into the Connecticut River are located at Meadow 
Hill, Cherry Street, and Pitkin Street.

The reservoir area is operated and managed by the state as John Minetto State Park. It offers 
picnic tables and a picnic shelter, fi replaces, drinking water, and parking and sanitary facili-
ties. An open fi eld is available for group activities, such as volleyball, softball, touch football, 
and cross-country skiing. In addition, the state has built a two-acre pond that offers swimming. 
Rainbow, brown, and brook trout fi shing is available. Waterfowl, such as ducks and geese, and 
stocked pheasant may be hunted in season.
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Aerial view of East Hartford Local Protection Project, and the dike can 
be seen behind trees. Located along the east bank of the Connecticut 
River and the north bank of the Hockanum River in East Hartford, 
Conn. (Click photos for high-resolution version)
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