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Connecticut 
Derby Local Protection Project 
The Derby Local Protection Project is located at the junc-
tion of the Housatonic and Naugatuck rivers in Derby. It 
provides substantial protection to about 70 acres of highly 
developed industrial, residential, and commercial prop-
erty. 

Construction of the project began in May 1970 and was 
completed in June 1973, costing $8.6 million. Upon 
completion, it was transferred to Derby for operation and 
maintenance. 

The project consists of earthfi ll dikes and concrete fl ood-
walls along the Housatonic and Naugatuck rivers. Pro-
tection along the Houstonic River starts in the vicinity 
of Bridge Street and extends 2,050 feet downstream to 
the Route 8 highway embankment. Protection along the 
Naugatuck River extends 3,200 feet downstream from the 
Ansonia Local Protection Project to the Route 34 Bridge. 
The system includes four fl oodgates at railroad crossings 
and a pumping station near the confl uence of the two riv-
ers to handle storm drainage. Construction also included 
the widening of the Naugatuck River channel immedi-
ately upstream of the Route 34 Bridge.
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Aerial View of Derby Local Protection Project 
(left-side channel), located at the junction of the 
Housatonic and Naugatuck rivers in Derby, Conn. 
(Click photos for high-resolution version)
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