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MassDOT's Responses to Comments on 
Environmental Notification Form 



Index to Comments 

This section of this joint DEIS/DEIR was contributed by MassDOT, which is solely responsible for its content. The information contained in this 
section is pertinent to the DEIR only, pursuant to the proponents’ responsibilities under the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act. The U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers  is not a proponent, does not have a role  in MEPA compliance and does not have a position with regard to the data 
contained herein. 
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C-001-001

The DEIS/DEIR has been prepared in accordance with the MEPA

requirements and the specific scope outlined in the Certificate.

 

C-001-002

The graphics provided in the DEIS/DEIR were developed at a scale

appropriate to depict the required information.

 

C-001-003

The alternatives under consideration are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2. A construction schedule is provided in Section

3.3.2.2, and a list of permits required is provided in Chapter 7, Draft

Section 61 Findings.

 

C-001-004

MEPA review thresholds are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 2,

Section 2.3.1. MEPA regulations at 301 CMR 11.00 establish the

standards for environmental impact review and a basic procedural

outline for conducting that review: Section 11.03(a)(1)(5) because it

involves construction of a new rail or rapid transit line along a new,

unused or abandoned right-of-way; Section 11.03(3)(a)(l)(a) because it

will result in alteration of more than one acre of bordering vegetated

wetlands (BVW); Section 1 1.02(a)(2) because it involves alteration

requiring a variance in accordance with the Wetlands Protection act;

Section 11.03(l)(a)(l) and (2) because it may result in alteration of 50 or

more acres of land and creation of 10 or more acres of new impervious

area; Section 11.03(1 l)(b) because it is located within a designated Area

of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC); Section 1 1.03(b)(3) because

it involves conversion of land held for natural resource purposes in

accordance with Article 97 of the Amendments to the Constitution of the

Commonwealth; Section 11.03(2)(b)(2) because it would result in more

than two acres of disturbance of designated priority habitat that results in

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR
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a take of a state-listed species; and Section 1 1.03(10)(b)(l) because it

may result in demolition of a part of a state-listed historic structure. The

project may also meet or exceed other MEPA review thresholds

depending upon its final design. Because the proposed project is being

undertaken by a state agency MEPA jurisdiction is broad and extends to

all aspects of the project that are likely, directly or indirectly, to cause

Damage to the Environment as defined in the MEPA regulations.

 

C-001-005

Chapter 2 of the DEIS/DEIR provides a discussion of the purpose and

need for the South Coast Rail project. Chapter 3 describes all

components of the project alternatives. Chapter 4 evaluates the

environmental impacts associated with project alternatives, including

temporary (construction), direct, and indirect impacts. Chapter 5

evaluates secondary and cumulative impacts to each resource category

affected.

 

C-001-006

Impacts to land use associated with each of the South Coast

Rail alternatives are detailed in Section 4.2.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.  In

particular, land acquisition associated with each potential station site and

layover facility is discussed in Section 4.2.3.10 and 4.2.311,

respectively.  Potential impacts to specific resources, such as wetlands,

waterways, and priority habitat, are evaluated in the relevant resource-

specific sections of Chapter 4.

 

C-001-007

Conceptual station designs are included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.

South Coast Rail stations have been configured to support pedestrian

and bicycle connectivity, transit connections, and future transit-oriented

development. The designs minimize impacts to each site through the use

of low-impact design techniques and stormwater detention facilities. The
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conceptual station designs feature surface parking, with  the exception of

Fall River Depot Station. These current conceptual  designs do not

preclude future structured parking at other stations, and Corridor Plan's

station area concept plans include the possibility of structured parking at

sites such as Whale's Tooth, King's Highway, Raynham Place, and North

Easton after the market has matured.

 

C-001-008

DEIS Chapters 3 and 4 provide a complete analysis of these

alternatives.

 

C-001-009

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 includes a detailed evaluation of the alternatives'

impacts to each of the listed resources.

 

C-001-010

The potential environmental impacts of induced growth are described in

the secondary (indirect) effects analyses for the baseline, build without

mitigation ("business as usual"), and build with mitigation ("smart

growth") scenarios. These analyses are provided in Section 5.3.2 of

Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. The Commonwealth would assist local

communities in implementing the Corridor Plan to mitigate adverse

effects of induced growth and catalyze smart growth.

 

C-001-011

MassDOT consulted with the MEPA office in conducting the alternatives

analysis. As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.2, consisting

of representatives from the three Regional Planning Agencies and

agency representatives developed the protocol for the GHG analysis and

Secondary and Cumulative Impact analysis (including development of

the analysis scenarios, inputs to the models, and modeling

assumptions).  The modeling protocol was reviewed by the Interagency
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Coordinating Group at several meetings between August and October,

2009.

 

C-001-012

The methodology used for analyzing induced growth for the three

scenarios is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.1.

 

C-001-013

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives in the

context of state transportation planning and policy. Section 3.2 describes

the alternatives evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR process; Section 3.3

includes a preliminary evaluation of these alternatives including

information on how well each alternative meets the project purpose. A

detailed review of environmental consequences associated with each

alternative is presented in Chapter 4.

 

C-001-014

The development of alternatives, previous evaluation and screening

efforts, and station site selection are included in Chapter 3, Section 3.1.

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3 compares the alternatives. Section

3.3.2 provides a practicability comparison and Section 3.3.3 provides a

beneficial effects and environmental impacts comparison.

 

C-001-015

Operating plans, including travel time, for each South Coast Rail

alternative are provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4. Ridership estimates

for the rail alternatives, including the Whittenton Electric alternative, are

included in Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

 

C-001-016

Potential wetlands impacts from the Whittenton Electric and Diesel

Alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR
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4.16.3.3.7 and 4.16.3.3.8, respectively. As shown in Figures 4.16-36a

through 4.16-36e, the Whittenton Alternatives would avoid Pine Swamp.

 

C-001-017

The three-mile-long Whittenton Branch, originally part of the Dighton &

Somerset Railroad main line, was constructed in 1882 and abandoned in

1958. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3.7.1  documents that the

only historic feature of the Whittenton Branch is the bridge over the Mill

River in Taunton.

 

C-001-018

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives.The No

Build Alternative with Regional Plan Improvements is included for

consideration in comparison to the Build Alternatives.

 

C-001-019

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3.2, Section 3.2.1.1 defines the No-Build Alternative,

which includes the Enhanced Bus service, to establish the context of the

cumulative effects analyses.

 

C-001-020

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives.

Operational and construction costs are discussed in Section 3.2.5.

Mitigation costs will be further refined once the LEDPA is selected.

 

C-001-021

A number of parties contribute to implementation of smart growth

measures. Parties include state agencies, municipalities, land trusts, and

property owners. The Commonwealth has committed approximately

$300,000 per year over the past three years to advance smart growth as

part of the South Coast Rail Technical Assistance Project and

anticipates that level of commitment through the construction period. The
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Corps will not use smart growth as a criterion for selecting the LEDPA,

so no comparative analysis was done. In addition, investments made by

state agencies encourage smart growth implementation as called for in

Executive Order # 525 (Providing  for the Implementation of the South

Coast Rail Corridor Plan). The costs to implement smart growth would

not distinguish between the alternatives.

 

C-001-022

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded and will be released after the LEDPA is selected.

 

C-001-023

The estimated cost per rider for each alternative is provided in

DEIS/DEIR Section 3.3.2.1.

 

C-001-024

The Commonwealth has existing agreements in place with freight rail

operators and Amtrak. These agreements would be maintained for all

South Coast Rail alternatives and do not differentiate between the

alternatives.

 

C-001-025

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1.

 

C-001-026

The ridership modeling results presented in the ENF were refined with a

supplemental ridership model of the ENF alternatives, as described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.7. The regional travel demand

modeling to determine the ridership of the Build Alternatives specified in

the MEPA Certificate was further refined as described in Section 3.2.4.1.

The Interagency Coordinating Group participated in review of the

ridership model.

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR
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C-001-027

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1.

 

C-001-028

Refinements to the regional travel demand model used to determine the

ridership of the Build Alternatives are described in Section 3.2.4.1.

 

C-001-029

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1. 

The impacts of transit-oriented development and other smart growth

measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are described in

DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Additional modeling will be done for the

LEDPA.

 

C-001-030

Ridership numbers provided in the DEIS/DEIR are presented in a

manner consistent with all transit projects in Massachusetts.

 

C-001-031

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1.

 

C-001-032

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2,

demographic forecasts from each of the Regional Planning Agencies in

the South Coast Rail study area, including SRPEDD and MAPC, were

included in the travel demand model.

 

C-001-033

2016 (Build Year) and 2030 (Forecast Year) ridership projections for

each alternative are provided in  DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3,

Summary of Ridership Modeling  Results.

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 20

C-001-034

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.  The Preface to the DEIR

identifies MassDOT's preferred alternative.

 

C-001-035

Station-specific ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.3.

 

C-001-036

Station-specific ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.3.

 

C-001-037

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 provides the results of the

ridership modeling, including boardings, linked trips, and new trips and

riders.

 

C-001-038

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Projected ridership at each station is detailed in the ridership breakdown

for each alternative, including new linked trips which represent the shift

in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail Project alternative.

 

C-001-039

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Projected ridership at each station is detailed in the ridership breakdown

for each alternative, including new linked trips which represent the shift

in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail Project alternative. Chapter
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4.9, Section 4.9.1.3 describes how travel demand modeling results were

incorporated in the air quality analyses.

 

C-001-040

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.1.3 and 4.9.5.1 explain how the

ridership analyis data was used in the air quality modeling. Estimated

reductions in VMT and resultant reductions in air emissions were based

on the ridership analysis, and were included in the model of each

alternative's overall air quality effects.

 

C-001-041

As discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2, the ridership

model took into consideration a total of 1,000 additional parking spaces

distributed throughout the commuter rail system. A downtown Attleboro

Station (at Pleasant Street) was dismissed from further consideration

due to potential wetland impacts and lack of potential for smart growth,

as described in Section 3.1.4.11.

 

C-001-042

The regional travel demand model inputs, including fares and parking

fees, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.

 

C-001-043

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2, the travel

demand model was based in part on demographic forecasts made by the

affected Regional Planning Agencies. These forecasts include known

future projects, including other transportation improvement projects, in

population projections for the communities that would contribute riders to

the South Coast Rail.

 

C-001-044

As summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.4, the travel
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demand model compared the economics of using the proposed transit

system to the economics of driving or using existing commuter bus

service. Fares for the "No Build" Alternative were based on the existing

commuter bus monthly fare structure. Fares for the Build Alternatives,

including both rail and Rapid Bus alternatives, were based on the current

MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. Should fares increase, they

would increase similarly for each alternative and would not differentiate

the alternatives. Therefore, fare increases were not considered in the

evaluation of alternatives.

 

C-001-045

The ridership modeling of the No-Build Alternative takes into

consideration other new transit projects potentially affecting ridership of

the South Coast Rail, and the modeling of the Build Alternatives is

compared to those results in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.  None

of the stimulus-funded projects are anticipated to affect travel times on

the Northeast Corridor.

 

C-001-046

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2, the travel

demand model was based in part on demographic forecasts made by the

affected Regional Planning Agencies. These forecasts include known

future projects, including other transportation improvement projects, in

population projections for the communities that would contribute riders

to the South Coast Rail.

 

C-001-047

The potential environmental impacts of induced growth are described in

the secondary (indirect) and cumulative effects analyses for each

resource considered. These analyses are provided in Sections 5.3.2 and

5.4 of Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. The Commonwealth would assist

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR
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local communities in implementing the Corridor Plan to mitigate adverse

effects of induced growth.

 

C-001-048

South Coast Rail smart growth measures and the Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's

Smart Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides

supportive grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this

Section. The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described

in Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

 

C-001-049

Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives,

including anticipated growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5 for

these three scenarios.

 

C-001-050

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2 describes the environmental

consequences of implementing the Corridor Plan to a broad range of

resources.

 

C-001-051

The study area  for the indirect effects analysis is defined in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 5, Section 5.2.1.2. Induced growth scenarios are described in

Sections 5.2.1.3 and 5.2.1.5. Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.1.4 compares the

beneficial effects of smart growth for the South Coast Rail alternatives.

 

C-001-052

Implementation of the Corridor Plan (the build with mitigation "smart

growth" scenario) is described in Section 5.3.2 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR
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C-001-053

Growth scenarios and locations are described in Section 5.3.1.3 of

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

C-001-054

In addition to the Land Use and Economic Development Corridor Plan,

an evaluation of induced growth and its effects on a range of natural

resources is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2 and 5.4.

The smart growth concepts described in the Corridor Plan include

establishing Priority Development Areas and Priority Protection Areas, to

concentrate growth in designated locations and protect natural resources

elsewhere.

 

C-001-055

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the environmental impacts of the project

to a broad range of resources. A comparison of the beneficial effects and

environmental impacts of each alternative is provided in Chapter 3,

Section 3.3.3.

 

C-001-056

South Coast Rail smart growth measures and the Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's

Smart Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides

supportive grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this

Section. The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described

in Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

 

C-001-057

The Priority Development and Protection Areas are depicted in Figure 5-

1 in Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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C-001-058

Specific mechanisms that are being used to implement the smart growth

recommendations are described in Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. Section

5.3.1.3.1 includes smart growth measures common to all alternatives.

The Commonwealth has been providing $300,000 per year in technical

assistance for smart growth implementation. Executive Order 525 directs

state agencies to ensure their policies, actions and investments support

and implement the recommendations of the Corridor Plan. The

Commonwealth will align its investments in water, wastewater,

transportation, housing and economic development funding and land

preservation funding to support the Corridor Plan's implementation.

 

C-001-059

The Commonwealth will directly control only the station sites and

associated parking areas. Local zoning controls the type of development

allowed outside the immediate station site. The South Coast Rail

Technical Assistance Program is providing municipalities with assistance

to change their zoning to allow for TOD adjacent to station areas and

open space protection in outlying areas. In addition, Executive Order 525

directs state agency land preservation funding to support and protect the

Priority Protection Areas identified on the Corridor Map.

 

C-001-060

Metrics have been developed to evaluate smart growth impacts in

Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. Section 5.3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR includes

metrics for impacts on land developed, forest land converted, wetlands

impacts, and more. Executive Order 525 establishes a web-based

tracking system to monitor investments and policy decisions. Section

5.3.1.3.1 describes smart growth measures that individual communities

are working on and Appendix B of the Corridor Plan includes 38 smart

growth actions or tools, where they are applicable, and which

communities have already adopted such tool.

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 26

C-001-061

Under the auspices of the Technical Assistance Program, communities

have committed to develop a range of zoning amendments to facilitate

smart growth development and protect natural resources. The technical

assistance projects are listed on the project website,

mass.gov/southcoastrail.

 

C-001-062

MassDOT consulted with MassDEP in developing the air emissions

study protocols. A panel consisting of representatives from the three

Regional Planning Agencies and agency representatives developed the

protocol for the GHG analysis and Secondary and Cumulative Impact

analysis (including development of the analysis scenarios, inputs to the

models, and modeling assumptions).  The modeling protocol was

reviewed by the Interagency Coordinating Group at several meetings

between August and October, 2009.

 

C-001-063

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.2 and 4.9.4.1 provide the results of

the mesoscale air quality analysis. Emissions of each of the requested

parameters were modeled.

 

C-001-064

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.2 and 4.9.4.2 provide the results of

the microscale air quality analysis. Emissions of each of the requested

parameters were modeled.

 

C-001-065

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.2.1 provides the results of the

greenhouse gas emissions analysis. Direct and indirect greenhouse gas

emissions from each project alternative, as well as from automobile

traffic, were modeled.
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C-001-066

MassDOT consulted with MassDEP and the MEPA office in developing

the methodology for modeling greenhouse gas impacts under a range of

development scenarios.

 

C-001-067

The air quality analysis in the DEIR includes an evaluation of the air

emissions for diesel and electric scenarios for each alternative. An

agreement was received from MEPA that an alternative fuels

assessment is unnecessary because technologies are not available.

 

C-001-068

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.4.1 and 4.9.4.2 provide a

comparative analysis of the criteria pollutant  and greenhouse gas

emissions from the electric and diesel-powered options of each

alternative. Specific off-site electric power generating sources have not

been identified for the South Coast Rail electric train alternatives. As

discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.1.3.3, the projected

CO2 emissions that would result from the electric trains were calculated

using equations converting estimated electric usage to emission rates

based on accepted factors. The total amount of travel time was

calculated for each train per trip, which includes the time for traveling

round-trip plus the amount of time to move to the layover facility and

back to the terminal station. The projected electric consumption for each

train trip was calculated and then the electric consumption for each train

per trip was then converted into tons of CO2 per year.

 

C-001-069

For  stationary sources, the train stations will only include a platform and

the layover facilities will be open air storage areas for the trains.

Although the train station and the layover facilities will have some

electrical requirements, the emissions are considered negligible since
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the electrical requirements are minimal. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section

4.9.4 provides the results of the motor vehicle and train locomotive GHG

emissions for each alternative. The analysis was conducted for the years

2009 (baseline), 2016 (build), and 2030 (design). The South Coast Rail

project is a GHG mitigation measure because it is designed to reduce

vehicle miles of travel; mitigation measures to reduce emissions from

diesel-powered locomotives would include block heaters and engine

plug-ins at the layover facilities. The modeling was conducted in

compliance with the MEPA Greenhouse Gas Policy.

 

C-001-070

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,

recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

C-001-071

As noted in the response to Comment No. C-001-069, station buildings

for the South Coast Rail project are not expected to generate

greenhouse gas emissions.

 

C-001-072

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,

recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.
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C-001-073

The greenhouse gas emissions of the No-Build, Build without Mitigation

(Scenario 1), and Build with Mitigation (Scenario 2) are discussed in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.7.

 

C-001-074

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Sectino 4.1.4.2.2, the South

Coast Rail project is not expected to impact freight operations.

Accordingly, an analysis of changes in freight operations' greenhouse

gas emissions or air quality impacts was not conducted.

 

C-001-075

The construction and operational air quality mitigation measures are

discussed in Section 4.2. The Proponent will contractually require the

construction contractors to adhere to applicable regulations.

 

 

C-001-076

Reasonably foreseeable traffic impacts of the South Coast  Rail

alternatives are presented in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.

Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail  alternatives,

including anticipated growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 5.

 

 

C-001-077

Reasonably foreseeable traffic impacts of the South Coast  Rail

alternatives are presented in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.

Proposed traffic mitigation measures, associated with the various

alternatives, are presented in Section 4.1.5.
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C-001-078

Projected traffic impacts under the three scenarios are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.8.

 

C-001-079

Station-specific ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.3.  South Coast Rail stations have

been conceptually designed to support multi-modal connectivity and

sized in accordance with anticipated ridership. These connections will be

further evaluated during the Final EIS/EIR phase of the project, once a

preferred alternative has been selected. Multi-modal accommodations at

the individual project stations are described in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8. 

 

C-001-080

Grade crossing information can be found in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.3.4. 

Grade crossing analysis and historical safety records are analyzed in

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.2.4.2.

 

C-001-081

Potential impacts from the candidate layover facilities to a broad range of

resources are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4. The South Station

Expansion project is separate and distinct from the South Coast Rail

project; an environmental assessment of that project will be conducted

independent from the analysis described in this DEIS/DEIR. 

 

C-001-082

A Freeway Capacity Analysis Summary for the Rapid Bus Alternative is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.2. , Table 4.1-47.
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C-001-083

Reasonably foreseeable environmental consequences of the South

Coast Rail alternatives on  transportation systems are presented in

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.4.

 

C-001-084

Reasonably foreseeable environmental consequences of the South

Coast Rail alternatives on  transportation systems are presented in

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.4.

 

C-001-085

Comments and concerns raised by municipalities have been addressed

in the Responses to Comments section of this DEIS/DEIR.  In addition,

MassDOT has undertaken an extensive Civic Engagement process that

has included numerous meetings with South Coast municipal officials to

directly address their concerns.  Mitigation measures proposed for the

South Coast Rail alternatives are summarized in Chapter 5 of this

DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-086

South  Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas. Pedestrian and

bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations and

connections  will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once the LEDPA has been selected. The impacts of transit-

oriented development and other smart growth measures associated with

South Coast Rail alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Section

5.2.1.5. As part of the Commonwealth's ongoing technical assistance to

cities and towns, specific off-site bike and pedestrian facilities are being

planned.
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C-001-087

MassDOT has held preliminary discussions with municipalities regarding

station planning. Municipal comments were incorporated into the

conceptual  station designs, which are included in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8. Specific off-site improvements would be evaluated  during the

preliminary engineering phase following the selection of the LEDPA. As

part of the Commonwealth's ongoing technical assistance to cities and

towns, specific off-site bike and pedestrian facilities are being  planned.

 

C-001-088

Pedestrian and bike paths within active railroad rights-of-way were not

included in the project for numerous reasons. One main reason is that

proposed track footprints have been reduced to minimize environmental

impacts. Adding additional pathways would widen the right-of-way

footprint, thus incurring additional environmental impacts.

 

C-001-089

The demand for parking at stations was estimated through a regional

travel demand modeling process. A explanation of the methods for

anticipating access demand at stations, including parking demand, is

provided in Section 3.2.4.2 of the DEIS/DEIR. Descriptions of the

preliminary station designs, including parking spaces provided and

parking configurations, are contained in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

C-001-090

South Coast Rail project stations, as presented in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8, have been conceptually designed to support access to many

modes of transportation. These modes include other transit services,

such as local, regional, and interstate bus services. Existing project area

transit services are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section

4.1.3.1.1. Bus accommodations are being planned through the TOD

technical assistance provided annually by the Commonwealth.
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C-001-091

MassDOT has been coordinating with RTAs and private bus companies

to further develop supporting transit service for the South Coast. In New

Bedford, for example, MassDOT is working with SRTA to develop a TDP

to ensure service to the New Bedford stations.

 

C-001-092

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.5 describes the impacts to

state-listed species and their habitats that would potentially result from

any of the South Coast Rail project alternatives. The analysis includes

direct and indirect effects of each alternative, and provides a

comparative evaluation for the set of elements comprising each

alternative: alignment, stations, and layover facilities. Secondary and

cumulative effects are described in Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.5 and

5.4.6, respectively.

 

C-001-093

MassDOT consulted with the NHESP in developing protocols to quantify

the relative impacts of each alternative, and conducted some studies in

key locations.

 

C-001-094

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.5 describes South Coast Rail

project's potential impacts to rare species (as represented by

biodiversity) under the three scenarios. Permit requirements for

endangered species are outlined in the DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15,

Section 4.15.4, and MassDOT will continue consultation with NHESP.

Proposed mitigation measures for rare species impacts are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.6; cost estimates will be made

for the LEDPA's mitigation measures when it is selected.
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C-001-095

Impacts to rare species have been avoided and minimized to the extent

practical, based on the current level of project design. Further avoidance

and minimization measures may be identified as the design of the

LEDPA, when selected, is advanced.

 

C-001-096

Consultations with NHESP are ongoing and will continue as the LEDPA

is selected. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.6 describes efforts

to avoid and minimize impacts to rare species that have been taken in

designing each alternative, and provides a list of preliminary mitigation

measures that have been identified. In further consultation with NHESP,

the mitigation measures specific to the LEDPA will be refined when the

LEDPA is selected and as the project design advances. Unavoidable

impacts from each alternative, for both construction and operation

phases, are also described.

 

C-001-097

Proposed mitigation measures are described in each resource section of

Chapter 4, as appropriate. A detailed mitigation plan for each adversely

affected resource will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected, in

accordance with regulatory requirements.

 

C-001-098

All the South Coast Rail Build Alternatives would result in a “take” of rare

species and would require that NHESP issue a Conservation and

Management Permit. MassDOT has assessed practical alternatives that

would minimize impacts to state listed species, and could therefore

comply with the regulatory performance standards.

 

C-001-099

Environmental permitting requirements for the South Coast Rail project
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are summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 7, Draft Section 61 Findings.

Specific permitting requirements with respect to threatened and

endangered species are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section

4.15.4. 

 

C-001-100

Direct, indirect, and temporary (construction) wetlands impacts that

would result from construction and operation of the South Coast Rail

alternatives are described in Section 4.16.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. Chapter 5

evaluates secondary impacts under these three scenarios.

 

C-001-101

Potential wetlands impacts from each of the South Coast Rail

alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.5.

Potential habitat fragmentation, wildlife movement barriers, edge effects,

and degradation of habitat quality are characterized as biodiversity

impacts, and are described for each alternative in Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.3.5.

 

C-001-102

The methodology for assessing wetlands functions and values is

described in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-103

The methodology used to identify existing wetlands’ functions and

values was developed in consultation with MassDEP, the US Army

Corps of Engineers, and the Interagency Coordinating Group,

as described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.1.

 

C-001-104

Graphics depicting potential wetland impacts and tables quantifying

those impacts, based on the current level of design, are provided in
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DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3, Figure 4.16-31 through 4.16-

48.

 

C-001-105

The wetland impact estimates provided in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3

of the DEIS/DEIR represent the latest mapping (including field

verification in selected areas) and further refinements of the project

design as compared to the estimates and design presented in the ENF.

MassDEP’s comment letter is numbered S-003, and specific responses

to MassDEP’s comments on wetlands are provided with that letter. The

Town of Middleborough Conservation Commission’s comment letter is

numbered M-010, and specific responses to their comments on wetlands

are provided with that letter.

 

C-001-106

The wetland impact estimates provided in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3

of the DEIS/DEIR characterize the alternatives’ potential impacts, in

acres, to each of the wetland types regulated by the Wetlands Protection

Act, including riverfront area, for each component of the alternatives.

 

C-001-107

Table 4.16-57, in Chapter 4.16 of the DEIS/DEIR, compares the

alternatives’ potential impacts to wetlands bank, bordering vegetated

wetlands, wetlands within ACECs, Outstanding Resources Waters,

bordering land subject to flooding, and riverfront area. The narrative

description of each alternative’s potential impacts, provided in Section

4.16.3.3, identifies potential wetlands impacts within each affected

conservation area, including Assonet Cedar Swamp. Potential impacts to

vernal pools are described in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2, and

potential impacts to ACECs and protected public open spaces are

described in Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.
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C-001-108

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4, describes the regulatory

compliance of each of the alternatives, based on the current level of

project design. See also Chapter 7, Section 61 Findings.

 

C-001-109

The rail bed within the Hockomock Swamp, along with its role as a

wildlife corridor and turtle nesting habitat, is described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.2.3.  Its function as a stream channel is

described in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.4.

 

C-001-110

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Proposed construction of "The

Southern Triangle" consists of single tracking for the entire alignment

south of Myricks Junction, with three (3) sidings (double track portions)

on both the Fall River and New Bedford Branches. Sidings are required

to support train operations; constructing tracks over the existing lengths

on these Branches without an opportunity for trains to pass would

critically limit the passenger service operation.

 

C-001-111

Potential impacts to floodplains (“bordering land subject to flooding”) are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3, and compliance

with regulatory requirements is discussed in Section 4.16.4.1.

 

C-001-112

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.2.1, the impact

estimates for BLSF (floodplains) are based on FEMA flood mapping.

Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses will be completed to generate more

accurate mapping and flood elevation contours for final design of the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 38

C-001-113

Mitigation objectives described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.3.6.3 refer to Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act performance

standards. MassDEP requires mitigation of impacts to BLSF at a 1:1

ratio to provide compensatory flood storage. The locations and amount

of compensatory flood storage would be included in the final design of

the LEDPA, when selected, and would follow the performance standards

for BLSF replacement to the extent practicable.

 

C-001-114

The figures provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16 depict the wetlands and

potential impacts from each of the alternatives based on existing

information, GIS mapping and the current level of project design, as

agreed by the Interagency Coordinating Group, MEPA office, and the

Corps. Field verification in accordance with Corps methodology was

used in areas where aerial photographs and topographic maps provided

inconclusive results. When the LEDPA is selected, field delineations of

outstanding wetland areas along the corridor will be conducted.

 

C-001-115

Vernal pools that are certified (CVPs) or potential (PVPs), and  field-

verified vernal  pools located in wetlands within 100 feet of the  right-of-

way, are  described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section  4.16.3.3.  The

graphics in the DEIS/DEIR show all CVPs and PVPs within  1500 feet of

the right-of-way. Vernal pool investigations of the right-of-way were

conducted in 2000 and 2001 for the Stoughton Alternative and were

documented in the 2002 Final EIR. Additional surveys were conducted in

the spring of 2008 and 2009 along the Attleboro Bypass, Stoughton Line,

and Whittenton Branch, as described in Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.2.1.9. Additional investigation of potential vernal pools will be done

for the LEDPA, when selected.
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C-001-116

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.41.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources. Specifics of the

Vegetation Monitoring Plan, potentially including “no-spray” zones, will

be developed for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

C-001-117

The MBTA will adhere to the approved Vegetation Management Plan, as

implemented with its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of

herbicides in areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources.

To protect state-listed species along the right-of-way corridor, MassDOT

has committed to treat the entire portion of the corridor through the

Hockomock Swamp and Pine Swamp as a No-Application sensitive area

since the limits of herbicide application may be within or close to 10 feet

of wetlands throughout these areas.

 

C-001-118

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.1 discusses compliance with

wetland regulations and the performance standards established for each

resource area. There is an extensive discussion in Chapter 7, Section 61

Findings, on variance compliance. Application to MassDEP for a

variance will be made during final design of the LEDPA, when selected,

and will include a discussion of the public interest benefits of the project,

as described in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.1, and Chapter 7.

 

C-001-119

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.1.2, a variance

from wetlands performance standards would be required for any of the

Build Alternatives. Application to MassDEP for a variance will be made

during final design of the LEDPA, when selected. The application will
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include a summary of the project purpose and need, as provided in

Chapter 2, Section 2.2, and a discussion of the public interest benefits of

the project, as described in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.1.  Additionally,

there is an extensive discussion in Chapter 7, Section 61 Findings, on

variance compliance.

 

C-001-120

An analysis of transportation related impacts related to each Alternative

is summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3, Preliminary

Evaluation of DEIR/DEIS Alternatives. Air quality analysis for each

Alternative is summarized in DEIR/DEIS Section 4.09.

 

C-001-121

The environmental benefits that would accrue from implementation of

smart growth principles, as outlined in the Corridor Plan, are described in

the Scenario 2 discussion for each of the resources evaluated for

secondary effects in Section 5.3.2 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

C-001-122

Chapter 3 of the DEIS/DEIR provides an analysis of the South Coast

Rail alternatives that enables the agencies to compare the transportation

and environmental beneficial and adverse impacts of the alternatives.

 

C-001-123

Streams crossed by each alternative are listed in Tables 4.17-6 through

4.17-10, provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.1. The

LEDPA, when selected, will be designed and constructed in compliance

with the appropriate federal and state regulatory requirements for

impacts to surface water bodies, as summarized in Section 4.17.1.2.

 

C-001-124

Wetland impact avoidance and minimization, and mitigation measures
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for unavoidable wetlands impacts, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.

 

C-001-125

Potential impacts to Outstanding Resource Waters from each element of

the South Coast Rail alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.17, Section 4.17.3.3, and summarized for each alternative in Section

4.17.3.5. Variance requirements will be determined during final design of

the LEDPA, when selected.

 

C-001-126

A description of wetlands impact avoidance, minimization, and proposed

mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts for each alternative is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6, based on the

current level of design. A detailed wetlands mitigation plan will be

developed for the LEDPA, when selected. Mitigation measures for

temporary and construction-related impacts are described in Section

4.16.3.6.4. Engineering methods, such as mechanically stabilized

earthen walls, to minimize impacts have been evaluated on a preliminary

basis and will be further evaluated during the final design phase for the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

C-001-127

MassDOT has been meeting with an Interagency Wetland Mitigation

Working Group, including MassDEP, to frame mitigation goals

and objectives for the South Coast Rail project and identify priority areas

for protection or restoration of wetlands.

Mitigation measures for the South Coast Rail project will be developed in

coordination with the appropriate permitting and regulatory agencies,

including MassDEP. Specific mitigation measures will be developed for

the LEDPA at the time of final design and permitting.
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C-001-128

Mitigation site locations will be identified for the LEDPA, when selected.

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.3 and

Chapter 7, site selection for mitigation areas would be done in

conjunction with regulatory agencies and would prioritize restoring

wetland habitat. Proposed mitigation would mitigate for impacted wetland

cover types within each watershed where impact would occur.

 

C-001-129

Proposed mitigation measures are described in each resource section of

Chapter 4, as appropriate, and Chapter 7.  A detailed mitigation plan for

each adversely affected resource will be developed for the LEDPA, when

selected, in accordance with regulatory requirements.

 

C-001-130

The wetlands mitigation plan developed for the LEDPA, when selected,

will provide details on wetlands mitigation. The plan will include an

implementation timeframe and monitoring and contingency components.

 

C-001-131

Wetland mitigation goals for each alternative are summarized in Table

4.16-65, provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.5. The

mitigation ratios vary by wetland type, and the mitigation goals vary by

alternative, in accordance with wetlands impacts of each.  A detailed

mitigation plan for each adversely affected resource will be developed for

the LEDPA, when selected, in accordance with regulatory requirements.

 

C-001-132

MassAudubon has been an active participant in the Interagency

Wetlands Mitigation Working Group, which has met to frame mitigation

goals and objectives and to identify areas for protection and restoration

of wetlands. 
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C-001-133

Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3 of the DEIS/DEIR describes the waterways

that may be impacted by the South Coast Rail project alternatives. The

areas, structures, and uses that may be subject to Chapter 91

jurisdiction are also described.

 

C-001-134

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3, the rail

alternatives would require new waterways licenses for bridge

replacements over jurisdictional non-tidal rivers and streams, as well as

approvals for maintenance or modifications to existing crossings. The

Rapid Bus Alternative would not require any new waterways licenses,

but would require approval for maintenance or minor modifications of

existing uses.

 

C-001-135

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Sections 4.18.3.2.10 and

4.18.3.2.11, landlocked tidelands are present at and would be affected

by the Battleship Cove and Whale's Tooth Station sites, as well as the

Wamsutta layover facility site.

 

C-001-136

Structures subject to Chapter 91 jurisdiction, including those within

ACECs, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.

 

C-001-137

Compliance with other applicable standards of Chapter 91 is described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.4. Specific jurisdictional areas

are listed in response C-001-136.  However, the project would improve

public access to coastal zones and waterways by providing transit

service from the Boston metropolitan area to the South Coast region.
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C-001-138

A summary of the Chapter 91 jurisdictional status of existing and

proposed structures, as well as proposed dredging or filling, for each

South Coast Rail alternative are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18,

Section 4.18.3. Preliminary consultations with MassDEP staff indicate

that the proposed work is consistent with the program’s regulatory

policies.

 

C-001-139

The existing environmental conditions within the South Coast study area

and a detailed analysis of the potential impacts of the South Coast Rail

project to ecosystems within ACECs and conservation lands are

described in the various resource sections of Chapter 4 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-140

Section 4.14.2 of the DEIS/DEIS provides detailed information about

existing conditions within the study area including wildlife, important bird

areas, and plant communities. Section 4.14.3 of the

DEIS/DEIR evaluates the impacts to each of these

communities that could result from construction and operation of the

South Coast Rail project. Included within this analysis is an evaluation of

direct and indirect environmental impacts on wildlife and their habitats

including but not limited to: hydrological changes; fragmentation of

habitat and populations; edge effects; noise and vibration; and

restrictions to wildlife mobility, as well as an evaluation of impacts to

migratory birds and their habitats.

 

C-001-141

As detailed in Section 4.14.3.1.3 of the DEIS/DEIR, the University of

Massachusetts’ Conservation Assessment and Prioritization System

(CAPS) model was used as a supplemental method of evaluating
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indirect impacts to biodiversity. CAPS is a computer software program

designed to assess the ecological integrity and biodiversity value of

every location based on natural community-specific models, in order to

help prioritize lands for conservation action based on their assessed

ecological value. It provides a quantitative assessment of ecological

integrity that can be used to compare various scenarios. Appendix 17.1-

4.14B  provides the complete UMass CAPS analysis report for the South

Coast Rail project. More information about CAPS can also be found at

the University of Massachusetts website:

http://www.umass.edu/landeco/research/caps/caps.html.  The results of

the analysis are summarized in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. 

 

C-001-142

The South Coast Rail project’s potential impacts to biodiversity are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Sections 4.14.3.2 and 4.14.3.3.

Proposed mitigation measures for impacts to biodiversity are described

in Section 4.14.3.6. MassDOT consulted with the EEA and the MEPA

office in developing the biodiversity assessment methodology, and

discussed methodology with the Interagency Coordinating Group. The

CAPS analysis is provided in Section 4.14.3.4.

 

C-001-143

An assessment of baseline conditions, relative to biodiversity, within the

South Coast Rail study area is described in Section 4.3.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Figure 4.14-1 through 4.14-12 of the DEIS/DEIR depict

existing biodiversity within the study area.

 

C-001-144

Impacts to wildlife habitat (including biodiversity) that would result from

the South Coast Rail alternatives are described in Section 4.14.3 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Impacts to wildlife habitat, by alternative alignment, are

depicted on Figures 4.14-13 through 4.14-39 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR describes indirect and cumulative effects,

both adverse and beneficial, resulting from the Corridor Plan.

 

C-001-145

Section 4.2 of the DEIS/DEIR, Land Use, provides a detailed description

of both postive and negative impacts associated with the South Coast

Rail alternatives.

 

C-001-146

Conceptual-level mitigation measures for potential impacts to biodiversity

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.6. A detailed

mitigation plan for impacts to biodiversity will be developed during

preliminary and final design of the LEDPA, when selected. To the extent

practical, the mitigation plan will include cost estimates for land

acquisition, ecological assessment and monitoring, wildlife crossings,

and other biodiversity conservation efforts.

 

C-001-147

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.6.3, measures

to mitigate for unavoidable direct and indirect impacts to biodiversity

(plant, wildlife, and aquatic communities) will be developed for the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

C-001-148

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2 identifies public drinking

water supply Zone I and Zone II areas traversed by each of the South

Coast Rail alternatives, including the Stoughton Alternative. An analysis

of potential impacts to public and private drinking water water supplies

during construction and operation of the project is also provided.
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C-001-149

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.6 describes the proposed

measures to be taken to avoid, minimize, or mitigate potential adverse

impacts to drinking water resources. MassDOT will consult with MWRA

regarding potential impacts to MWRA easements or other properties, as

well as permit requirements for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

C-001-150

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.9, based on

the current level of project design the Rapid Bus Alternative would not

require any property within the Blue Hills Reservation. Potential impacts

to other DCR properties are described for each element of the South

Coast Rail alternatives in Section 4.10.3.2.

 

C-001-151

The DEIS/DEIR provides descriptions of each protected public open

space and Area of Critical Environmental Concern (ACEC) within the

South Coast Rail project area in Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.  Potential

project impacts to those resources, based on the current level of project

design, are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.

Article 97 protections to potentially impacted protected public open

spaces and ACECs are also described in Section 4.10.4.2.

 

C-001-152

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.2.2 describes and depicts the

environmental justice communities present within the South Coast Rail

study area. Section 4.4.3.12 outlines the benefits that environmental

justice populations would realize from the project, including increased

access to transit and decreased travel times to jobs, educational

institutions, and hospitals.
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C-001-153

The potential for disproportionate impacts to environmental justice

communities is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.3.13.8.

On a regional level. there would be no disproportionate adverse impacts

to environmental justice populations. At the local level, environmental

justice communities would be disproportionately impacted by increased

noise levels in some municipalities. Other project effects, such as

vibration, land acquisition, neighborhood fragmentation, and

gentrification, would not disproportionately affect environmental justice

communities.

 

C-001-154

Section 4.4.1.2 of Chapter 4.4 in the DEIS/DEIR describes the project in

the context of the EEA's Environmental Justice Policy. Public outreach to

environmental justice communities is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.4, Section 4.4.4.

 

C-001-155

Potential impacts to fishery resources within the South Coast Rail study

area, including stocked trout waters and waterways of concern to NMFS

and the Division of Marine Fisheries,  are described in Section 4.14 of

the DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-156

Mitigation for construction period impacts, including erosion and

sedimentation controls to minimize and eliminate sedimentation of

wetlands and waterways, are described in Section 4.14.3.3.6 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-157

Culvert design will be developed for the LEDPA during final design. New

culverts will be designed in accordance with applicable standards,
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including the Stream Crossing Standards, and in coordination with

relevant regulatory and permitting agencies.

 

C-001-158

Stream crossings, based on the current level of design, are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.  MassDOT will consult with

the Division of Marine Fisheries and NHESP as needed regarding

stream crossings during preliminary and final design of the LEDPA,

when selected.

 

C-001-159

The project is expected to support marine industrial uses. As described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.5.9 and the Corridor Plan,

transit-oriented development is consistent with CZM Growth

Management Principle #3, which states "Encourage the revitalization and

enhancement of existing development centers in the coastal zone

through technical assistance and federal and state financial support for

residential, commercial and industrial development." MassDOT has

consulted with the MassDEP Chapter 91 program to ensure compatibility

with the program's regulatory policies.

 

C-001-160

The State Pier Station site has been eliminated from the South Coast

Rail project.

 

C-001-161

As discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.2.10, the

proposed Battleship Cove station will be consistent with the coastal zone

management regulatory policies. As described in Section 4.18.5.6, the

Fall River Depot Station, on Davol Street, is being designed to enhance

connectivity between eastern neighborhoods and the waterfront, and is

expected to improve public access to waterfront recreation sites.
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C-001-162

South Coast Rail Stations have been planned to support pedestrian and

bicycle connectivity and both regional and local transit linkages. The Fall

River Depot ("Davol Street") station is described in Section 3.2.5.2.8 of

the DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-163

Potential impacts to coastal zones from each element of the South Coast

Rail alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section

4.18.3.2. The LEDPA, when selected, will be designed and constructed

in compliance with the appropriate federal and state regulatory

requirements for stormwater management, as summarized in Chapter

4.17, Section 4.17.1.2. Stormwater management practices developed as

part of final design will include Low Impact Development concepts, as

summarized in Section 4.17.3.6.3.

 

C-001-164

The microscale modeling evaluated the potential for aerial deposition of

oxides of nitrogen (NOx) from train-generated emissions on

environmentally sensitive areas. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section

4.9.2.11 indicates that aerial deposition of train-generated emissions is

not a significant source of pollution of water resources because of the

very low concentrations of NOx from the diesel-powered locomotives.

Lower NOx emissions would result from the electric-powered

locomotives.

 

C-001-165

A Federal consistency review with the CZMP is provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.5.

 

C-001-166

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3 describes the potential impacts to
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cultural resources (comprised of archaeological and historical resources)

within the South Coast Rail project area. The Corps has initiated

consultation with the Native American Tribes.  Impacts to visual

resources, including the Taunton River within the context of its recent

designation as a Wild and Scenic River, are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.5, Section 4.5.6.1.

 

C-001-167

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.1.2, the Corps has

initiated consultation with Native American Tribes.

 

C-001-168

The descriptions of sensitive archaeological sites provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.2.2, do not reveal locational information.

 

C-001-169

Measures taken to avoid or minimize impacts to cultural resources as

part of the current level of design, and proposed mitigation measures

that may be taken in developing a mitigation plan during final design, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.5.

 

C-001-170

A detailed noise and vibration analysis was performed in accordance

with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Guidelines for each of the

South Coast Rail alternatives. Noise impacts are described in Section

4.6.3 of the DEIS/DEIR and vibration impacts are evaluated in Section

4.7.3 of the document. This evaluation includes train noise and vibration

impacts for all alternatives, noise and vibration at layover facilities, and

train horn noise at grade crossings. The impacts identified were

calculated using the FTA Guidelines and the most up to date MassGIS

database. Noise impacts in the Richardson Avenue area are addressed

in Section 4.6.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. 
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C-001-171

MassDOT has committed to providing noise mitigation to the locations

that meet or exceed the Severe Noise Impact Level to the extent that it is

reasonably cost-effective. Section 4.6.3.6 of the DEIS/DEIR describe

mitigation measures to address noise impacts associated with the South

Coast Rail project. The two primary types of noise mitigation measures

that will be considered for rail noise abatement are noise barriers and

building noise insulation. Final mitigation measures will be developed for

the LEDPA during final design, and will comply with applicable state and

federal guidelines and regulations.

 

C-001-172

An assessment of impacts to wildlife from noise is provided in Section

4.14, Biodiversity, of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-173

The South Coast Rail alternatives' potential impacts to stormwater are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.

 

C-001-174

Stormwater management practices for the stations developed as part of

final design will include Low Impact Development concepts, as

summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.6.3.

 

C-001-175

During final design of the LEDPA, when selected, MassDOT will consult

with MassDEP regarding protection of stormwater, drinking water

supplies, and outstanding resource waters during construction and

operation of South Coast Rail.

 

C-001-176

Potential impacts to stormwater are described for all elements of each
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alternative in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3. The LEDPA,

when selected, will be designed and constructed in compliance with the

appropriate federal and state regulatory requirements for impacts to

stormwater, as summarized in Section 4.17.1.2. A stormwater

management plan developed for the final design will include descriptions

of stormwater collection, treatment, and discharge methods.

 

C-001-177

Potential impacts to streams along the Attleboro Secondary alignment

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.3.

 

C-001-178

A detailed pre-characterization of soils at proposed station sites and

right-of-ways was conducted as part of the Hazardous Materials affected

environment assessment and is described in Section 4.12.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Recognized environmental conditions that may be

encountered during construction of the South Coast Rail alternatives are

also described in Section 4.12.2.

Construction of the South Coast Rail project would be conducted in

compliance with applicable permitting and regulatory requirements,

including the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 30.000).

Soil pre-characterization would be done in areas identified as adjacent to

potentially contaminated sites, as identified in Section 4.12.4.1,

Management of Impacted Soils, of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

C-001-179

A Monitoring and Evaluation Plan will be developed for the selected

Alternative (the LEDPA), and will be specific to the impacts and

mitigation measures associated with that alternative.  This plan will be

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 54

developed and reviewed with the Interagency Coordinating Group prior

to publication of the FEIS/FEIR.

 

C-001-180

Chapter 7 of this DEIS/DEIR provides a summary table of proposed

mitigation commitments, and a draft Section 61 Finding.

 

C-001-181

The DEIS/DEIR includes responses to comments on the ENF.

 

C-001-182

The DEIS/DEIR includes responses to comments on the ENF.
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E-001-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-002-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Section 3.3.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR provides information on the cost and schedule estimates for

the alternatives.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 58

E-002-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-003-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-004-001

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA and NEPA processes,

along with the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives (including the

Whittenton variation).
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E-004-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

E-004-003

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA and NEPA processes,

along with the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives (including the

Whittenton variation).
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E-005-001

The Commonwealth is committed to reducing greenhouse gases. The

agency's GreenDOT Policy Direction (June 2, 2010) is a comprehensive

environmental responsibility and sustainability initiative with the goals of

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting healthy transportation

alternatives, and supporting smart growth. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9,

Section 4.9.4.2.1 describes the results of greenhouse gas

emissions modeling conducted for the South Coast Rail project, and

Chapter 5, Section 5.4.1.3 describes the overall reduction in greenhouse

gases that would result from the project when secondary and cumulative

effects are taken into consideration. As discussed in Chapter 5,

implementing smart growth initiatives would further reduce greenhouse

gas emissions as compared to "business as usual." Chapter 3, Section

3.3.3.1.5 summarizes the beneficial effects of the project in terms of air

quality and greenhouse gas reduction efforts.
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E-006-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

E-006-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-007-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Analyses on

impacts to the Hockomock Swamp, vernal pools, rare and endangered

species, historic resources, traffic, noise and socio-economics are

included in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4. Indirect and Cumulative impacts of the

project, including anticipated growth in the project area, are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5. All of these analyses have been updated since

the release of the ENF.

 

E-007-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives.

Operational and construction costs are discussed in Section 3.2.5.

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.
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E-008-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. A discussion of

public safety is provided in  Chapter 2, Section 2.2.2.4.
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E-009-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 71South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 72

E-010-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-011-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-012-001

As required by the MEPA Certificate, Attleboro rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR.
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E-012-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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E-013-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Section 3.3.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR provides information on the cost and schedule estimates for

the alternatives.
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E-014-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 80

E-015-001

As required by the MEPA Certificate, Attleboro rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough and other

Middleborough rail alternatives have been eliminated from further review

as they do not meet the project purpose.
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E-016-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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F-001-001

The DEIS/DEIR has been prepared in accordance with NEPA and MEPA

requirements, as described in Chapter 2, Section 2.3. Chapter 4.16,

Section 4.16.4.3 describes the regulatory compliance of the alternatives

with Section 404 of the Clean Water Act.
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F-001-002

The range of alternatives evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR was established

by the Army Corps of Engineers and the MEPA Certificate. Alternative 2-

- through Middleborough-- was eliminated from further consideration

because it did not meet the project purpose.

 

F-001-003

The "No-Build" Alternative was evaluated as the baseline for comparison

of the South Coast Rail alternatives.

 

F-001-004

The DEIS/DEIR evaluates the alternatives required by the Army Corps of

Engineers and the MEPA Certificate. Phased and combination

alternatives (including a combination of Rapid Bus and Middleborough)

were evaluated and dismissed because these would not meet the project

purpose.
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F-001-005

Wetland impact avoidance and minimization, and mitigation measures

for  unavoidable wetlands impacts, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16,  Section 4.16.3.6.

 

F-001-006

Existing wetland conditions, including their functions and values, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.

 

F-001-007

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.3, each of the

South Coast Rail alternatives would require a Clean Water Act Section

404 Individual Permit for placement of dredged or fill material in to

waters of the United States. The potential permanent wetland impacts of

each alternative, prior to mitigation and based on the current level of

project design, are provided in Table 4.16-57 and depicted in Figures

4.16-31a through 4.16-48.
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F-001-008

The potential environmental impacts of induced growth are described in

the secondary (indirect) effects analyses for the baseline, build without

mitigation ("business as usual"), and build with mitigation ("smart

growth") scenarios. These analyses are provided in Section 5.3.2 of

Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. The Commonwealth would assist local

communities in implementing the Corridor Plan to mitigate adverse

effects of induced growth.

 

F-001-009

The environmental impacts of induced growth are described in the

indirect and cumulative effects analyses, provided DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5,

Sections  5.3 and 5.4, respectively.
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F-001-010

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3.2, Section 3.2.1.1 defines the No-Build Alternative,

which includes the Enhanced Bus service, to establish the context of the

cumulative effects analyses. The cumulative effects analyses for each

resource considered, provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.4,

includes all reasonably foreseeable future actions, based on federal

standards for identifying other projects potentially affecting those

resources.

 

F-001-011

South Coast Rail smart growth measures and the Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's

Smart Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides

supportive grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this

Section. The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described

in Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

 

F-001-012

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2 identifies public drinking

water supply Zone I and Zone II areas traversed by each of the South

Coast Rail alternatives. An analysis of potential impacts to public and

private drinking water water supplies during construction and operation

of the project is also provided, along with a discussion of proposed

mitigation measures.

 

F-001-013

MassDOT consulted with EPA in developing the air emissions study

protocols. An expert panel consisting of representatives from the three

Regional Planning Agencies and agency representatives, including EPA,

developed the protocol for the GHG analysis and Secondary and
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Cumulative Impact analysis (including development of the analysis

scenarios, inputs to the models, and modeling assumptions).  The

modeling protocol was reviewed by the Interagency Coordinating Group

at several meetings between August and October, 2009.

 

F-001-014

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.3.2, construction

specifications will require that all diesel construction equipment used on-

site will be fitted with after-engine emission controls such as diesel

oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or diesel particulate filters (DPFs) .

Additionally, MassDOT would contractually require the construction

contractors to utilize ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for all off-road

construction vehicles as an additional measure to reduce air emissions

from construction activities. MassDOT would place idling restriction signs

on the premises of each station to remind drivers and construction

personnel of the state’s idling regulation.

 

F-001-015

Construction specifications will stipulate that all diesel construction

equipment used on-site will be fitted with after-engine emission controls

such as diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or diesel particulate filters

(DPFs). Construction contractors will be required to utilize ultra-low sulfur

diesel fuel for all off-road construction vehicles as an additional measure

to reduce air emissions from construction activities. Refer to DEIS/DEIR

Section 4.9.3.2 for additional information.

 

F-001-016

Qualitative analyses of the secondary and cumulative effects of the

Project on air quality, including CO2 emissions (e.g., the carbon

footprint), are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.7 and

5.4.1, respectively. The current CO2 emissions from all motor vehicles

(including locomotives) within the South Coast Rail project area were
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calculated for the No-Build Alternative (both the existing conditions and

under an enhanced bus service condition), and compared to modeled

CO2 emissions from each of the South Coast Rail Build Alternatives.

 

F-001-017

Green building strategies and goals are taken into consideration when

designing the South Coast Rail stations.  For example, the Whale's

Tooth station area is being planned as part of the Corridor Plan

implementation.  The proposed station building is aiming for LEED-Silver

certification.

 

F-001-018

Station site and building designs shall follow Governor Patrick's

Executive Order 484, requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design.

LEED addresses "dark skies" issues. Additionally, recommendations

from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force will be considered

in the station designs.

 

F-001-019

MassDOT is seeking opportunities for clean or renewable energy

generation in association with the project, such as installing solar panels

at stations and supporting future development of renewable energy

generation as part of transit-oriented development.
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S-001-001

Compatibility of station area redevelopment with port and harbor

infrastructure is described in Section 4.8.5.5. of the DEIS/DEIR. The

Whale’s Tooth station area is currently undergoing additional planning as

part of the Technical Assistance Program.

 

S-001-002

As described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.1.4.1, State Pier Station was

eliminated from further consideration.

 

S-001-003

The Battleship Cove Station and Fall River Depot Station potential

impacts to Designated Port Areas are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.18, Section 4.18.3.2.1. The station area designs incorporate bicycle

and pedestrian connections to enhance connectivity between the

stations and the waterfront.

 

S-001-004

The selected alternative would be constructed and operated in

compliance with Massachusetts stormwater regulations, including

adherence to requirements governing stormwater runoff to coastal

zones.
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S-001-005

The microscale modeling evaluated the potential for aerial deposition of

oxides of nitrogen (NOx) from train-generated emissions on

environmentally sensitive areas. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section

4.9.2.11 indicates that aerial deposition of train-generated emissions is

not a significant source of pollution of water resources because of the

very low concentrations of NOx from the diesel-powered locomotives.

Lower NOx emissions would result from the electric-powered

locomotives.

 

S-001-006

A Federal consistency review with the CZMP is provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.5.
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S-002-001

Chapter 4 of the DEIS/DEIR includes evaluations of the potential impacts

to the listed resources for each of the South Coast Rail alternatives.

Impacts to ACECs are generally described in Chapter 4.10, Section

4.10.3.2, while impacts to wetlands, rare species and wildlife habitat,

water supplies and floodplains are described in Chapters 4.16, 4.15 and

4.14, and 4.17, respectively.

 

S-002-002

Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2 of the DEIS/DEIR describes the

ecosystems   of the ACECs through which the alternatives pass. The

analysis includes   an assessment of hydrological changes and

fragmentation of habitats  that  would result from the rail or bus

alternatives.

 

S-002-003

Mitigation measures for potential stormwater impacts are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.6.3. As described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.41.3.2.2, MBTA will adhere to an

approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented with its Yearly

Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in areas adjacent to

wetlands or sensitive resources. Specifics of the Vegetation Monitoring

Plan, potentially including “no-spray” zones, will be developed for the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

S-002-004

Protected public open spaces and ACECs within 0.25-mile of each

alternative have been identified in Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2 of  the

DEIS/DEIR, and Section 4.10.3.2 identifies the potential impacts  based

on the current level of project design. A biodiversity evaluation,

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3, was completed

for  the ecosystems along each alternative route, including a review of
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wildlife movement and the effects of habitat fragmentation that may

result from the project.

 

S-002-005

The potential direct and indirect impacts to the wetlands of the

Hockomock Swamp that would result from any of the Stoughton

Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations) are described in

Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3 and 4.16.3.4 of the DEIS/DEIR. Impact

avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures are described in 

Section 4.16.3.6.

 

S-002-006

ACEC boundaries have been depicted on relevant figures in the

DEIS/DEIR; showing the ACECs on all figures is not practical due to the

multiple layers of information portrayed.

 

S-002-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2 identifies the South Coast

Rail project's potential impacts to ACECs and public open spaces,

including DCR properties such as the Blue Hills Reservation.  Sections

4.15.3 and 4.17.3 describe potential impacts to rare species, and water

resources and floodplains, respectively. Impacts to rare species and

wetlands have been described for each ACEC, but overall impacts to

water resources (including floodplains) have been summarized by

alternative rather than ACEC.

 

S-002-008

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.9, based on

the  current level of project design the Rapid Bus Alternative would not

require any property within the Blue Hills Reservation.
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S-002-009

The Middleborough Alternative has been eliminated from consideration;

accordingly, impacts to Morrissey Boulevard and Furnace Brook

Parkway would not result from the project. None of the alternatives

currently under consideration would impact DCR parkways.

 

S-002-010

Final design of the LEDPA, when selected, will take into consideration all

applicable federal and state regulatory standards for impacts to wetlands

(including floodplains) and stormwater. Hydrologic and hydraulic

analyses will be completed to generate accurate mapping and flood

elevation contours for final design of the LEDPA.
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S-003-001

The Attleboro Alternatives have been included in the environmental

impact analyses required by the MEPA and NEPA processes, as

described throughout Chapters 3 and 4 of the DEIS/DEIR. Compliance

with state regulatory requirements for wetlands and water quality

certification is described in Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.4.1 and 4.16.4.2,

respectively.
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S-003-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

S-003-003

As discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.5, the South Coast

Rail project would conform to the SIP.

 

S-003-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. A sewer connection

is not proposed at any of the stations.

 

S-003-005

Construction of the South Coast Rail project would be conducted in

compliance with applicable permitting and regulatory requirements,

including M.G.L. c.21E and the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310

CMR 30.000).

 

S-003-006

Wetland impacts identified in the 2008 ENF differ from the 2002 FEIR

due to a different method used to map wetland areas at a comparable

level for all alternatives. The potential wetland impacts described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3 are expected to be further

refined, based on continued development of the project.

 

S-003-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3 describes potential impacts to

wetlands, based on the current level of project design. The Rapid Bus

Alternative would result in approximately 4.03 acres of permanent impact

and 3.19 acres of temporary impact  within the Hockomock Swamp

ACEC in Bridgewater and West Bridgewater. There would be no impact

to the Blue Hills Reservation from the Rapid Bus Alternative.
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S-003-008

The methodology used for identifying wetlands along the alternatives’

alignments, stations, and layover facility sites is described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.1. Potential wetland impacts from each

project element are discussed in Section 4.16.3.3, and the summarized

potential wetland impacts described in Section 4.16.3.5 includes all

elements of each alternative, including stations.

 

S-003-009

The methodology used for identifying wetlands along the alternatives’

alignments, stations, and layover facility sites is described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.1. Field delineations will be conducted for

the LEDPA, when selected, and MassDOT will coordinate with MassDEP

at that stage. Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation measures for

unavoidable wetlands impacts are described in Section 4.16.3.6.

 

S-003-010

Vernal pools that are certified or potential, and field-verified vernal pools

located in wetlands within 100 feet of the right-of-way, are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3. Vernal pool investigations of

the right of way were conducted in 2000 and 2001 for the Stoughton

Alternative and were documented in the 2002 Final EIR. Additional

surveys were conducted in the spring of 2008 and 2009 along the

Attleboro Bypass, Stoughton Line, and Whittenton Branch, as described

in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.1.9. The accompanying graphics show

all certified and potential vernal pools within 1,500 feet of either side of

the right-of-way. Additional investigation of potential vernal pools will be

done for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

S-003-011

Layover facilities for the South Coast Rail project are described in
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DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.9. Impacts to environmental resources are

discussed in relevant sections of Chapter 4.

 

S-003-012

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.3, the

performance standard for Bordering Land Subject to Flooding (BLSF)

requires that compensatory flood storage shall be provided for all flood

storage volume that would be lost as the result of a proposed project

within BLSF. BLSF would be replaced to the extent practicable.

 

S-003-013

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.1 discusses compliance with

wetland regulations and the performance standards established for each

resource area and the need for a variance to proceed with the project. 

See Chapter 7, Draft Section 61 Findings for a full discussion of

variance.

 

S-003-014

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.1.2, a variance

from wetlands performance standards would be required for any of the

Build Alternatives. A discussion of the public interest benefits of the

project to public transportation needs, public safety, air quality and

greenhouse gas reduction is provided in Chapter 2, Sections 2.2.2.3,

2.2.2.4, and 2.2.2.5, respectively. A comparison of each alternative’s

impacts, both beneficial and adverse, to these factors and other

environmental and societal resources is provided in Chapter 3, Section

3.3.3. Chapter 5 describes smart growth benefits.

 

S-003-015

The potential environmental impacts of induced growth are described in

the secondary (indirect) effects analyses for the baseline, build without

mitigation ("business as usual"), and build with mitigation ("smart
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growth") scenarios. These analyses are provided in Section 5.3.2 of

Chapter 5 of the DEIS/DEIR. The Commonwealth would assist local

communities in implementing the Corridor Plan to mitigate adverse

effects of induced growth and catalyze smart growth.

 

S-003-016

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.3, the

mitigation design for the LEDPA, when selected, would replace the

functions and values provided by wetlands that would be altered during

reconstruction or construction of the LEDPA. Mitigation site locations

would be identified within the watersheds impacted by the project.

 

S-003-017

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with  its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources, such as the

Hockomock Swamp, Pine Swamp, and Assonet Cedar Swamp. Specifics

of the  Vegetation Monitoring Plan will be developed for the LEDPA,

when selected.

 

S-003-018

Proposed mitigation measures, based on the current level of design, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.3. Wetland

mitigation goals for each alternative are summarized in Table 4.16-65, in

Section 4.16.3.6.5. The goals are based on federal and state regulatory

requirements (including mitigation ratios) for the different types of

wetlands. A detailed mitigation plan for unavoidable wetlands impacts

will be developed as part of final design for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

S-003-019

Final design for the South Coast Rail project will comply with the
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Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection (MassDEP)

regulations for surface water and groundwater protection, including

stormwater discharges, during both the construction and operational

periods.

 

S-003-020

The BMPs for layover facilities described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17,

Section 4.17.3.3.11 would be incorporated in the final design of the

LEDPA, when selected, in accordance with the Massachusetts

Stormwater Management Standards for facilities classified as Land Uses

with Higher Potential Pollutant Loads (LUHPPLs).

 

S-003-021

Final design of all elements of the LEDPA, when selected, would be in

compliance with the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards

and Regulations, which are summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17,

Section 4.17.1.2.5. As described in Section 4.17.3.6.3, the stormwater

management plan developed for the LEDPA, when selected, will

incorporate Best Management Practices and will meet or exceed

regulatory requirements.

 

S-003-022

During final design of the LEDPA, when selected, MassDOT will consult

with MassDEP regarding protection of stormwater, drinking water

supplies, and outstanding resource waters during construction and

operation of the South Coast Rail.

 

S-003-023

Streams crossed by each alternative are listed in Tables 4.17-6 through

4.17-10, provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.1. The

LEDPA, when selected, will be designed and constructed in compliance
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with the appropriate federal and state regulatory requirements for

impacts to surface water bodies, as summarized in Section 4.17.1.2.

 

S-003-024

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2 describes regulatory

compliance requirements of Section 401 of the federal Clean Water Act

for water quality certification. Avoidance, minimization, and mitigation

measures for unavoidable wetlands impacts are described in Section

4.16.3.6 and in Chapter 7.

 

S-003-025

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.4.2 describes Chapter 91

jurisdiction within the South Coast region and the South Coast Rail

project alternatives' compliance with Chapter 91 regulatory requirements.

 

S-003-026

Chapter 91 jurisdictional areas for each of the South Coast Rail project

alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.

No new structures would be required for any of the South Coast Rail

alternatives; all work involving structures requiring Chapter 91

authorization would be replacement, modification, or maintenance

efforts.

 

S-003-027

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3, the rail

alternatives would require new waterways licenses for bridge

replacements over jurisdictional non-tidal rivers and streams, as well as

approvals for maintenance or modifications to existing crossings. The

Rapid Bus Alternative would not require any new waterways licenses,

but would require approval for maintenance or minor modifications of

existing uses. Detailed review of Chapter 91 requirements will be

conducted for the LEDPA, when selected, in preliminary and final design.
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S-003-028

Thank you for your offer of assistance. MassDOT intends to consult with

the Waterways Program during preliminary and final design of the

selected alternative. Figures included in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18,

Section 4.18.3 provide maps of each alternative in relationship to

jurisdictional areas, but not at the level of detail needed to identify the

natural high water line. Such mapping will be completed for the LEDPA,

when selected.

 

S-003-029

The South Coast Rail project is considered non-water dependent.

 

S-003-030

A preliminary analysis of structures within Chapter 91 jurisdiction is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3. Additional

information will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected, in the

preliminary and final design phases.

 

S-003-031

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.2 and 4.9.4.1 provide the results of

the mesoscale air quality analysis. Emissions of each of the requested

parameters were modeled.

 

S-003-032

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.2 and 4.9.4.2 provide the results of

the microscale air quality analysis. Emissions of each of the requested

parameters were modeled.

 

S-003-033

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.2.1 provides the results of the

greenhouse gas emissions analysis. Direct and indirect greenhouse gas
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emissions from each project alternative, as well as from automobile

traffic, were modeled.

 

S-003-034

The South Coast Rail project facilities (stations, layover facilities, etc.)

would not produce greenhouse gas emissions. DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9,

Section 4.9.4 provides the results of the motor vehicle and train

locomotive GHG emissions for each alternative. The analysis was

conducted for the years 2009 (baseline), 2016 (build), and 2030

(design). The South Coast Rail project is a GHG mitigation measure

because it is designed to reduce vehicle miles of travel; mitigation

measures to reduce emissions from diesel-powered locomotives would

include block heaters and engine plug-ins at the layover facilities. The

modeling was conducted in compliance with the MEPA Greenhouse Gas

Policy. GHG emissions were also evaluated under baseline, build

without mitigation, and build with mitigation (smart growth) scenarios, as

described in Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.7.

 

S-003-035

Evaluation of electric- and diesel-powered options for the rail

alternatives, as well as alternative fuel sources for the Rapid Bus

Alternative, are included in part to address energy conservation

concerns. The air quality analysis provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9,

for example, compares the alternative's impacts to air quality based on

the power source. Other infrastructure aspects of the South Coast Rail

project would have minimal effect on energy conservation as, for

example, the stations under consideration are all platform-only design,

with no enclosed buildings. However, through the Corridor Plan

implementation activities, station areas are being planned to showcase a

variety of green technologies and techniques.
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S-003-036

South Coast Rail buildings would not generate CO2 and therefore

greenhouse gas emissions from the buildings were not included in the

stationary source review. An estimation of greenhouse gas emissions

from residential sources, based on induced growth, is provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.7.

 

S-003-037

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,

recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

S-003-038

The range of alternatives considered in the DEIS, as described in

Chapter 3, is based upon the requirements of the Secretary’s Certificate

on the ENF. Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.2.1 compares the greenhouse

gas emissions of each alternative; as noted, each of the Build

Alternatives would result in lower greenhouse gas emissions than the

No-Build Alternative. The South Coast Rail project therefore may be

considered a mitigation measure itself.

 

S-003-039

The South Coast Rail project itself is a mitigation measure, as it would

improve air quality in the region no matter which Build alternative is

selected. Some alternatives would improve air quality more than other

alternatives, but each would result in better air quality than the No-Build

Alternative. Specific mitigation measures to reduce emissions from

locomotives and buses from train engine plug-ins and bus electric block

heaters would be used, depending upon which alternative is selected as
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the LEDPA. MassDOT is committed to using green building strategies for

the stations and layover facility buildings, where applicable. Other

greenhouse gas emission mitigation measures may be identified for the

LEDPA, when selected, as the project progresses through final design.

 

S-003-040

The station concepts described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section

4.9.2.10 consist of open air platforms that would not generate

greenhouse gases. Stations will be designed in accordance with the

MBTA’s Railroad Operations Commuter Rail Design Standards Manual

and will meet LEED Plus requirements. Efficient exterior lighting will be

used at the stations.

 

S-003-041

State policy actions committed to in the South Coast Rail Corridor Plan

include strategies for greening the stations and station areas

(DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.) In addition, page 68 of the Corridor Plan

includes additional strategies for incoprorating renewable energy into the

stations.

 

S-003-042

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,

recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

S-003-043

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,
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recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

S-003-044

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

S-003-045

Station site designs shall follow Governor Patrick's Executive Order 484,

requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a Leadership in Energy

and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design. Additionally,

recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy Task Force

will be considered in the station designs. Conceptual station designs are

included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

S-003-046

MassDOT consulted with MassDEP in developing the air emissions

study protocols. Induced growth effects were evaluated in the secondary

and cumulative effects analysis of the project, described in Chapter 5,

Sections 5.3.2 and 5.4.4 of the DEIS/DEIR. The South Coast Rail

project's approach toward integrating smart growth and transit-oriented

development is described in the preface and Chapter 5.

 

S-003-047

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.

 

S-003-048

Specific off-site electric power generating sources have not been

identified for the South Coast Rail electric train alternatives. As

discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.1.3.3, the project CO2
emissions that would result from the electric trains were calculated using
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equations converting estimated electric usage to emission rates based

on accepted factors. The total amount of travel time was calculated for

each train per trip, which includes the time for traveling round-trip plus

the amount of time to move to the layover facility and back to the

terminal station. The projected electric consumption for each train trip

was calculated and then the electric consumption for each train per trip

was then converted into tons of CO2 per year.

 

S-003-049

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2.11 evaluates the locomotive and

bus emissions, including from the layover facilities. MassDOT is

committed to implementing mitigation measures to reduce emissions

from diesel-powered locomotives (if such an alternative is selected) by

using engine plug-ins or from diesel-powered buses by using block

heaters (if the Rapid Bus Alternative is selected) at the layover facilities.

Federal locomotive retrofit and engine rebuild standards, if a diesel-

powered alternative is selected, would be met.

 

S-003-050

Construction specifications will require that all diesel construction

equipment used on-site will be fitted with after-engine emission controls

such as diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or diesel particulate filters

(DPFs). Additionally, the Proponent will contractually require the

construction contractors to utilize ultra-low sulfur diesel fuel for all off-

road construction vehicles as an additional measure to reduce air

emissions from construction activities.

 

S-003-051

Construction specifications will stipulate that all diesel construction

equipment used on-site will be fitted with after-engine emission controls

such as diesel oxidation catalysts (DOCs) or diesel particulate filters

(DPFs). Construction contractors will be required to utilize ultra-low sulfur
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diesel fuel for all off-road construction vehicles as an additional measure

to reduce air emissions from construction activities. Refer to DEIS/DEIR

Section 4.9.3.2 for additional information.

 

S-003-052

A construction schedule for each alternative is presented in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Table 3.3-13.  A construction oversight program will be

established during the preliminary engineering phase of the project, once

a LEDPA has been selected.

 

S-003-053

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.3.2, MassDOT will

install idling restriction signs on the premises  of each station to remind

drivers and construction personnel of the state’s idling regulation.

 

S-003-054

The impacts of transit-oriented development and other smart growth

measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are described in

DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. South  Coast Rail stations have been

conceptually designed to support  multi-modal connectivity. These

connections will be further evaluated  during the Final EIS/EIR phase of

the project, once a LEDPA has been selected. Multi-modal

accommodations at the  individual project stations, including bicycle

parking, are described in  DEIS/DEIR Section  3.2.5.2.8.  MassDOT has

held preliminary discussions with municipalities regarding  station

planning. Municipal comments were incorporated into the conceptual

station designs. Specific off-site improvements would be evaluated

during the preliminary engineering phase.

 

S-003-055

A detailed pre-characterization of soils at proposed station sites and
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right-of-ways was conducted as part of the Hazardous Materials affected

environment assessment and is described in Section 4.12.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Recognized environmental conditions that may be

encountered during construction of the South Coast Rail alternatives are

also described in Section 4.12.2.

Construction of the South Coast Rail project would be conducted in

compliance with applicable permitting and regulatory requirements,

including the Massachusetts Contingency Plan (310 CMR 30.000).

Soil pre-characterization would be done in areas identified as adjacent to

potentially contaminated sites, as identified in Section 4.12.4.1,

Management of Impacted Soils, of the DEIS/DEIR.
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S-004-001

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes  the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future  ridership. Ridership projections associated with smart growth will

be evaluated in the Final EIS/EIR.
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S-004-002

As summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.4, the travel

demand model compared the economics of using the proposed transit

system to the economics of driving or using existing commuter bus

service. Fares for the "No Build" Alternative were based on the existing

commuter bus monthly fare structure. Fares for the Build Alternatives,

including both rail and Rapid Bus alternatives, were based on the current

MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. Should fares increase, they

would increase similarly for each alternative and would not differentiate

the alternatives. Therefore, fare increases were not considered in the

evaluation of alternatives.

 

S-004-003

The  ridership modeling of the No-Build Alternative takes into

consideration  other new transit projects potentially affecting ridership of

the South  Coast Rail, and the modeling of the Build Alternatives is

compared to  those results in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4. 

None of the  stimulus-funded projects are anticipated to affect travel

times on the  Northeast Corridor.
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S-005-001

Based on the current level of project design, MassDOT believes that all

of the South Coast Rail Build Alternatives would result in a “take” of rare

species. Further refinement of the design of the LEDPA, when selected,

may reduce or eliminate "take" requirements. If "take" is necessary,  the

project would require that NHESP issue a Conservation and

Management Permit. MassDOT has assessed practical alternatives that

would avoid and minimize impacts to state listed species, and would

therefore comply with the regulatory performance standards.
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S-005-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3 describes the impacts to

state-listed species and their habitats that would potentially result from

any of the South Coast Rail project alternatives. The analysis includes

direct, indirect, and cumulative effects of each alternative, and provides a

comparative evaluation for the set of elements comprising each

alternative: alignment, stations, and layover facilities.

 

S-005-003

MassDOT consulted with the NHESP in developing protocols to quantify

the relative impacts of each alternative, and conducted some studies in

key locations. Additional studies may be required for the LEDPA, once

selected.

 

S-005-004

A comparison of each South Coast Rail alternative’s impacts, both

beneficial and adverse, to key environmental and societal resources is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.

 

S-005-005

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3, provides a comparison of the

direct and indirect effects to rare species from each of the South Coast

Rail alternatives. Preliminary mitigation measures for each alternative

are identified in Section 4.15.3.6.4; the mitigation measures for the

project will be refined once the LEDPA is selected and as the project

design advances. A cost-benefit comparison of mitigation measures for

each alternative has not been completed. Such an evaluation will be

completed for the LEDPA mitigation measures to aid in the selection of

the measures that will be implemented.
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S-005-006

Permitting requirements for the South Coast Rail project are summarized

in Chapter 7 of the DEIS/DEIR. Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.4 discusses

the specific permitting requirements related to impacts to rare species.

 

S-005-007

Consultation with NHESP has been ongoing since 2007 and will

continue as the project design advances. Such consultation will include

review of the permitting framework for the LEDPA, when selected. As

noted in the response to Comment No. S-005-005, a cost-benefit

analysis of mitigation measures may be conducted to aid in the selection

of mitigation measures for the LEDPA, but not for the selection of the

LEDPA.

 

S-005-008

The preliminary design for the trestle through the Hockomock Swamp is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.6.2. The proposed

trestle length has been extended to approximately 2 miles. The trestle

design will be refined if one of the variants of the Stoughton Alternatives

is selected as the LEDPA.

 

S-005-009

Should a Stoughton Alternative be selected as the LEDPA, trestle design

plans would be developed during the preliminary engineering phase of

the project. Cost of trestle design has been included in capital cost of this

alternative.

 

S-005-010

Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.5 of the DEIS/DEIR evaluates and

compares the alternatives' impacts to state-listed species, using criteria

developed in coordination with NHESP.
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S-005-011

Potential habitat fragmentation, wildlife movement barriers, edge effects,

and degradation of habitat quality are characterized as biodiversity

impacts, and are described for each alternative in Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.3.5.

 

S-005-012

The Corps will select the least environmentally damaging practicable

alternative from the set of alternatives presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

3, Section 3.2.1, and is expected to continue to consult with other

regulatory agencies in its decision-making process. Although a LEDPA

has not been selected, a preliminary evaluation of the alternatives with

respect to selection criteria is provided in Section 3.3.

 

S-005-013

The potential surface water impacts of each alternative, described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.5, would be mitigated as

described in Section 4.17.3.6.4. With mitigation and drainage features in

place, none of the Build Alternatives are expected to impair any water

resources. The ability of any surface water body to support fisheries

would not be compromised by the South Coast Rail project.

 

S-005-014

Mitigation for construction period impacts, including erosion and

sedimentation controls to minimize and eliminate sedimentation of

wetlands and waterways, are described in Section 4.14.3.3.6 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Erosion and sedimentation controls would be installed

before construction begins, properly maintained, and removed after

disturbed areas have stabilized. Construction phasing will be developed

during final design and will include best management practices for

erosion and sedimentation control as necessary.
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S-005-015

The final design for the South Coast Rail project will be developed in

accordance with all applicable regulations, including those related to

culverts replacement and installation, such as the Stream Crossing

Standards.

 

S-005-016

The potential direct and indirect impacts to the wildlife habitat of the

Hockomock Swamp WMA and other protected open spaces that would

result from any of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton

variations) are described in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

S-005-017

Based on the current level of project design, MassDOT believes that all

of the South Coast Rail Build Alternatives would result in a “take” of rare

species. Further refinement of the design of the LEDPA, when selected,

may reduce or eliminate "take" requirements. If "take" is necessary,  the

project would require that NHESP issue a Conservation and

Management Permit. MassDOT has assessed practical alternatives that

would avoid and minimize impacts to state listed species, and would

therefore comply with the regulatory performance standards.
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S-006-001

The Interagency Coordinating Group has discussed and approved the

ridership model used by CTPS.

 

S-006-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future ridership.

 

S-006-003

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1, the CTPS model

used a modeling process consistent with those of other major

transportation projects in eastern Massachusetts.  The ridership model

does not include uncertainty or sensitivity analyses. The uncertainties

and sensitivities would be similar for the alternatives and therefore would

not differentiate between them.
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S-007-001

Potential impacts to fisheries within the South Coast Rail study area are

described in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. Mitigation measures to

address these impacts are described in Section 4.14.3.6 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Final mitigation measures, such as culvert and bridge

reconstruction, will be developed for the LEDPA during the final design

and permitting process.
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S-008-001

If the Rapid Bus Alternative is selected as the LEDPA, an Interchange

Justification Report and Section 4(f) evaluation would be completed.

 

S-008-002

The FHWA is a cooperating agency with respect to the DEIS, and has

particpated in the Interagency Coordinating Group.  The DEIS/DEIR has

been developed to meet the NEPA requirements of the federal DOT

agencies.

 

S-008-003

The Corps is the lead federal agency on the project and is completing

the NEPA process as described in the DEIS/DEIR. There is no

expectation that the FHWA would take over the lead federal agency role.

However, FHWA is participating in the project as a cooperating agency.

Tables listing permit requirements for the South Coast Rail project are

provided in Chapter 7.
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S-009-001

MassDOT has consulted with MHC and other cooperating agencies in

determining the APE. The various South Coast Rail project APEs were

established by the U.S Army Corps of Engineers in terms of project

alternatives and segments, work and operations (i.e., electrified and

diesel) types, and resource class (see agency correspondence June 5,

2009 letter and final APE statement).  MHC concurred with the Corps’

definition of the South Coast Rail Project APEs in a letter dated July 2,

2009.

 

S-009-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.1.2 describes the cultural resources

survey work completed to date, and identifies where survey work is still

outstanding. MassDOT and the Corps will continue to consult with MHC

throughout the survey process.

 

S-009-003

The descriptions of sensitive archaeological sites provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.2.2, do not reveal locational information.

 

S-009-004

As documented in Section 4.8 of this DEIS/DEIR, MassDOT has

developed each of the alternatives under consideration to avoid impacts

to historic resources wherever feasible, and to minimize adverse impacts

to historic resources. Where impacts are not avoidable, MassDOT will

develop a comprehensive mitigation plan for the selected alternative (the

LEDPA) as described in Chapter 5 of this DEIS/DEIR.  This mitigation

plan will be developed in consultation with the MHC prior to the

publication of the FEIS/FEIR, and will be documented in a Memorandum

of Agreement and the MHC's Section 61 Findings, both of which will be

included in the FEIS/FEIR.
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S-009-005

Your comment has been noted, and the correction made.

 

S-009-006

Parties consulted during the cultural resources investigations are

discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.1.1. The Corps has

initiated consultation with Native American tribes.
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S-010-001

MassDOT anticipates that a Section 8(m) permit would only be required

if the Attleboro Alternative is selected as the LEDPA. The Middleborough

Alternative has been eliminated from consideration in the DEIS/DEIR,

and a Section 8(m) permit would not be required for the Stoughton

Alternative.
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S-010-002

A new mid-day layover facility in Boston and the South Station

Expansion project are undergoing  environmental review separate from

the South Coast Rail project. None of the candidate overnight layover

facility sites for the South Coast Rail project would require an MWRA

8(m) permit.

 

S-010-003

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. At the time of final

design, MassDOT will coordinate with appropriate regulatory and

permitting agencies to ensure all permits required for development of the

project are obtained. The MWRA is a member of the Interagency

Coordinating Group.
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M-001-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-001-002

The project would not preclude future development of renewable energy

generation at station sites or along the corridors. MassDOT is committed

to making all aspects of the project as green as possible.  The agency's

GreenDOT Policy Direction (June 2, 2010) is a comprehensive

environmental responsibility and sustainability initiative with the goals of

reducing greenhouse gas emissions, promoting healthy transportation

alternatives, and supporting smart growth.

 

M-001-003

Air quality for the Alternatives are compared in Section 4.9 of the

DEIS/DEIR. At this time, the rail comparisons assume either electric or

diesel alternatives, and the Rapid Bus alternative assumes diesel fuel.

 

M-001-004

Alternative fuels were evaluated for the Rapid Bus Alternative. Some of

the alternative fuels that are being considered include biodiesel, natural

gas, and electric. This analysis assumes that the Rapid Bus Alternative

would use diesel fuel. According to EPA requirements, diesel fuel has

and continues achieve substantial reductions in VOC, NOX, CO, CO2,

PM2.5, and PM10 emissions. The existing buses currently run on diesel

and have the infrastructure in place to serve additional buses. If the

Rapid Bus Alternative is selected as the LEDPA, MassDOT would

evaluate the use of alternative technologies (hybrid) or fuels. DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4 provides the results of the air quality

analyses, including the net amount of emissions reduced.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 136

M-001-005

Rolling stock required for each alternative is presented in  DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2.6. Air quality analysis for the alternatives is

presented in Chapter 4, Section 4.09.

 

M-001-006

A new Boston mid-day layover facility is a separate project conducted by

the MBTA and is undergoing separate environmental review. Terminal

layover facilities are conceptually designed to include electric plug-ins to

allow for shut downs of locomotives while inside the layover facility.

 

M-001-007

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.

 

M-001-008

Any additional sites that may be used for South Coast Rail-associated

facilities would be subjected to environmental analysis in accordance

with NEPA and MEPA requirements. The MBTA is advancing the mid-

day layover as a separate project.

 

M-001-009

Construction methodology and schedule impacts are evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5. Time-lines for construction

activities in Boston would be developed during the final design process.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 137

M-001-010

Best Available Control Technologies (BACT) and other best

management practices (BMP) will be employed to minimize construction

impacts.

 

M-001-011

As described in Section 4.6.3.4.3 of the DEIS/DEIR, MassDOT will

minimize construction noise impacts. Construction noise control is

accomplished by the use of quiet equipment with enclosed engines

and/or high-performance mufflers and quieting procedures such as

locating stationary construction equipment as far as possible from noise-

sensitive sites. Noise guidelines will be incorporated into the construction

documents and shall be in conformance with local, state, and federal

statutes. Specific noise control measures will be reviewed during

detailed engineering design and are negotiated as part of the

construction permitting process. Noise specifications will be enforced

through a program of field inspection and compliance review.
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M-002-001

Chapter 40, Section 230(a) of the Code of Federal Regulations (40 CFR

230) states that "Except as provided under section 404(b)(2), no

discharge of dredged or fill material shall be permitted if there is a

practicable alternative to the proposed discharge which would have less

adverse impact on the aquatic ecosystem, so long as the alternative

does not have other significant adverse environmental consequences."
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M-003-001

The DEIS/DEIR evaluates seven alternatives (Attleboro Electric,

Attleboro Diesel, Stoughton Electric, Stoughton Diesel, Whittenton

Electric, Whittenton Diesel, and Rapid Bus).  A LEDPA will be identified

in the Final EIS/EIR. As discussed in the DEIS/DEIR, none of these

alternatives can be constructed in compliance with the performance

standards in 310 CMR 10.00.

 

M-003-002

MassDOT is committed to continuing to work with the Corps and DEP to

identify a LEDPA that satisfies the Commonwealth’s objectives, is

practicable and reasonable to construct, and minimizes environmental

harm and maximizes environmental benefits.
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M-003-003

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 describes the alternatives considered, and

Chapter 4 describes the environmental impacts of each alternative for a

broad range of resources. Discrepancies from the 2002 study are due to

further refinements of the project design, additional information on the

resources studied and, in some cases, changes in evaluation

methodology.

 

M-003-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

M-003-005

Proposed mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts are described in

each resource section of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, as appropriate. A

detailed mitigation plan for each adversely affected resource will be

developed for the LEDPA, when selected, in accordance with regulatory

requirements.

 

M-003-006

Chapter 2 provides a description of the purpose of, and need for, the

proposed project and why MassDOT believes it will provide an overriding

public interest.
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M-003-007

Wetland resources in Easton are identified in Table 4.16-20, in Section

4.16.2.2.4 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, and the areas of the potential

impacts from the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton

variants) are depicted in Figure 4.16-8b-c.

 

M-003-008

Wetland impacts identified in the 2008 ENF differ from the 2002 FEIR

due to a different method used to map wetland areas. The potential

wetland impacts described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3,

were determined by a comparable method across all alternatives.

Wetland impacts for the LEDPA, when selected, are expected to be

further refined, based on continued development of the project.

 

M-003-009

Habitat fragmentation within wetlands that would potentially result from

the alternatives is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.3.2. Additional analysis of the potential indirect effects to wetlands

from growth induced by the South Coast Rail project is provided in

Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2.4.

 

M-003-010

The perennial stream referred to in this comment is not a jurisdictional

perennial stream. This was confirmed by the Easton Conservation

Commission and DEP in their review of the previous (2002) ANRAD.
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M-003-011

The proposed trestle length is approximately 1.8 miles, increased from

the approximate 1-mile length proposed in the ENF. Potential impacts to

Hockomock Swamp biodiversity from the Stoughton Alternatives are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.5.

 

M-003-012

Potential wetlands impacts from each of the stations are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.10. The North Easton Station

is not expected to impact any wetland areas, as there are none on the

site.
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M-003-013

The indirect impacts are assessed in Section 5.2.1.5 of the DEIS/DEIR.

The Town of Easton requested and is receiving planning assistance

under the Technical Assistance Program to explore redevelopment

opportunities around proposed stations and along Route 138.

 

M-003-014

The current use and proposed re-use of the mill buildings has been

taken into consideration in determining the South Coast Rail project's

potential impacts from the Stoughton Alternatives' use of the Easton

Village site for a station.

 

M-003-015

As noted in the response to Comment No. M-003-012, there would be no

wetland impacts from the North Easton Station.

 

M-003-016

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2 describes the infrastructure

requirements for each of the rail alternatives. The potential impacts to

conservation areas (ACECs and public open spaces) that would result

from the rail alternatives, including the Attleboro Bypass segment where

no tracks have ever been located, are described in Chapter 4.1, Section

4.10.3.2.  Mitigation measures to offset those impacts are described in

Section 4.10.3.4.
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M-003-017

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2, all of the

Build Alternatives would pass through drinking water protection areas.

The alignment does not pass through the Zone I area of the Gary Lane

well, and is adjacent to and outside of a 400-foot radius around the well.

With mitigation and best management practices (such as drainage

features) in place, none of the Build Alternatives are expected to impair

any water resources. The railroad is not a significant source of surface or

groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate negligible

pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the crushed stone of

the ballast. Expansion of freight service is not currently planned for the

Stoughton Line segment between Stoughton and Taunton. Any future

freight service on the MBTA's right-of-way would be required to undergo

MEPA review and to address potential effects on public water supplies.

 

M-003-018

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1 describes the range of alternatives

considered for the South Coast Rail project. The alternatives considered

in the DEIS/DEIR, as required by the Certificate on the ENF, are

described in Section 3.2. The LEDPA will be selected by the Corps

based upon a balance of beneficial and adverse impacts, rather than just

one issue.
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M-003-019

As discussed in Section 4.14.3.2.5 of the DEIS/DEIR, the structure will

be elevated three to four feet above the existing railroad berm, and

therefore will not impede movement across or along the right-of-way.

This is not expected to result in loss of nesting habitat because there will

be no construction on the existing berm except for pilings, and the

habitat characteristics of open sandy soil will not be altered.

 

M-003-020

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources. If either of the

Stoughton Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA, MassDOT is

committed to specifying the Hockomock Swamp as a "no-spray" zone in

a Vegetation Monitoring Plan.

 

M-003-021

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. The analysis in

Chapter 4, for various resources, shows that  re-established rail service

through the Hockomock Swamp on an elevated  trestle would not be

devastating to that ecosystem.
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M-004-001

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Sections 4.8.3.5.1 and

4.8.3.10.6, the proposed changes to the Stoughton Line and the

introduction of a new station at Easton Village would affect the visual

setting of the three historic properties closest to the project through the

introduction of new elements. Vibration levels at the Easton Historic

Train Station and other historic buildings in Easton Village would be

below the 100 VdB vibration threshold for the onset of minor structural

damage (such as small cracks in plaster walls) to fragile and historic

buildings.

 

M-004-002

The Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2. Rapid Bus is compared to other Build alternatives in Section

3.3.

 

M-004-003

Proposed mitigation measures for vibration impacts are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.7, Section 4.7.3.7. A detailed mitigation plan to

offset vibration impacts will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected.
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M-004-004

Constructing fences and other safety features would introduce new

visual elements to the historic district. To the extent practical, these

features would be designed to be consistent with the architectural style

of other buildings within the district.

 

M-004-005

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA/NEPA process.
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M-005-001

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA/NEPA process.
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M-005-002

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.2.3 and

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.4, a thorough review of the potential

impacts to the Hockomock Swamp has been completed. Further

refinement of the conceptual design of the railroad bed through the

swamp has reduced the permanent wetland impacts to an estimated

1.74 acres and the temporary (construction-related) impacts to 0.57

acres. Seven certified, ten potential, and four field-verified vernal pools

have been identified along this segment. Some fragmentation of wildlife

habitat within the Hockomock Swamp would occur as a result of this

alternative; the proposed trestle has been extended to 1.8 miles to allow

unimpeded wildlife movement and not change the current hydrologic

regime. Adverse impacts to the Hockomock Swamp that would result

from the Stoughton Alternatives, if any of the variants are selected as the

LEDPA, would be mitigated in accordance with regulatory requirements.
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M-006-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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M-006-002

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA/NEPA process.

 

M-006-003

These project-related effects were evaluated in the secondary and

cumulative effects analysis of the project, provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.7 and 5.4.1, respectively. The South Coast

Rail project's approach toward integrating smart growth and transit-

oriented development is provided in the Corridor Plan, and the

Commonwealth will provide municipalities with resources to help control

future development patterns.

 

M-006-004

Air quality for the Alternatives are compared in Section 4.9 of the

DEIS/DEIR. At this time, the rail comparisons assume either electric or

diesel alternatives, and the Rapid Bus alternative assumes diesel fuel.

Hybrid diesel fuels would be analyzed after a LEDPA has  been

selected.
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M-006-005

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2, all of the

Build Alternatives would pass through drinking water protection areas.

However, with mitigation and best management practices (such as

drainage features) in place, none of the Build Alternatives are expected

to impair any water resources. The railroad is not a significant source of

surface or groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate

negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the

crushed stone of the ballast. Expansion of freight service is not currently

planned for the Stoughton Line segment between Stoughton and

Taunton. Any future freight service on the MBTA's right-of-way would be

required to undergo MEPA review and to address potential effects on

public water supplies.

 

M-006-006

The indirect impacts are assessed in Section 5.2.1.5 of the DEIS/DEIR.

The primary legal mechanism to control growth is through zoning, which

can be changed by the Town of Easton. The Commonwealth is

committed to continuing to assist municipalities with growth management

and has provided $300,000 annually in technical assistance. In addition,

in October, EO 525 was signed directing state agencies to align

investment to support the implementation of the Corridor Plan.
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M-006-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4.2.5 describes traffic impacts in the

vicinity of each station, including the Easton Village Station. MassDOT is

funding a further traffic study for the Easton Village Station by the Old

Colony Planning Council.

 

M-006-008

Safety measures are outlined in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.  Further safety

measures, including traffic safety mitigation measures, will be evaluated

as part of preliminary engineering.

 

M-006-009

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3.10.6 documents that vibration

levels at the Easton Historic Train Station and other historic buildings in

Easton Village would be below the 100 VdB vibration threshold for the

onset of minor structural damage (such as small cracks in plaster walls)

to fragile and historic buildings.

 

M-006-010

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.4, potential station

locations were determined based on a number of criteria, including smart

growth development potential and demographics of the surrounding

area. The analysis shows that the North Easton Station would generate

substantial ridership. 

 

M-006-011

Costs for grade crossings would be included in overall construction

financing. The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a

result of the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in Section

4.1.4, Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.
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M-006-012

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative. Potential impacts to emergency

response vehicles would be evaluated after selection of the LEDPA.

 

M-006-013

The trip times and ridership estimates have been updated in the

DEIS/DEIR and are detailed in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.

 

M-006-014

The noise section of the DEIS/DEIR (Section 4.6) reflects updated data

and analysis since the 2002 FEIR. Noise monitoring was conducted at

sensitive receptor areas along the corridors between December 2008

and March 2009. The noise impacts were calculated using the FTA

Guidelines and the most up to date MassGIS database at the time of

analysis. 

 

M-006-015

A database report, provided by Environmental Data Resources, including

DEP State Listed Hazardous Waste Sites, Brownfield sites, National

Priorities List or Superfund sites, CERCLIS sites, and others,

was reviewed for each station location. MassDOT also performed a

municipal file review of the Site properties including Conservation

Commission, Board of Health, Building Department, Zoning Department,

and Fire Department records for each affected municipality. The Mitrano

Chevrolet property was not listed in the database report or identified in

the municipal file review. It is not considered to have the potential to

impact the project area.

 

M-006-016

As described in the Preface to the DEIR, MassDOT has identified the
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Stoughton family of alternatives as its Preferred Alternative.  MassDOT

believes this family of alternatives best balances transportation and

environmental benefits with environmental impacts.
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M-007-001

Future transportation improvements included in the regional travel

demand model are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2,

Regional Plan. These improvements are considered part of the No-Build

Alternative because their construction is reasonably foreseeable.
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M-007-002

2030 ridership projections for each alternative are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling

Results. Ridership for the projected opening year was not presented as

these figures would be temporary and are expected to grow to the 2030

figures.

 

M-007-003

How well a transit alternative appeals to potential riders is directly related

to how easily patrons can get to stations.  The travel demand model that

estimates ridership takes into account the surrounding transportation

infrastructure and any barriers that make access to the station difficult,

which could potentially add to the in-vehicle travel time to the station.

 

M-007-004

The projected on-time performance for each of the South Coast Rail

alternatives is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.2.3. The

MBTA system-wide on-time performance for calendar year 2008 ranged

from 78 to 95 percent.
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M-007-005

The cost per rider for each alternative is presented in Table 3.3-12 of

Chapter 3, Section 3.3.2.1.

 

M-007-006

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.
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M-007-007

The mesoscale analysis presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, Section

4.9.1.3.3 evaluated the changes in emissions based upon modal travel

shifts from private automobiles to rail service from the proposed South

Coast Rail Project. All of the alternatives showed that there would be a

reduction in emissions for all pollutants which includes greenhouse gas

emissions.

 

M-007-008

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results. The

section includes data on boardings at each station.

 

M-007-009

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA/NEPA process.
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M-008-001

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2 describes potential impacts to

wetland functions and values of the Assonet Cedar Swamp. Based on

GIS-level wetland mapping and the current conceptual design, wetland

impacts within the swamp that would potentially result from

improvements to the New Bedford Main Line have been limited to 0.5

acre. The Fall River Secondary does not pass through the Assonet

Cedar Swamp.
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M-008-002

MassDOT consulted with the NHESP in developing protocols to quantify

the relative impacts of each alternative. No biological surveys were

requested in the Assonet Swamp area.

 

M-008-003

These existing hydrological conditions have been in effect for more than

150 years and changes could have significant adverse effects to the

wetland ecosystems that have developed over that period. MassDOT is

therefore not considering hydrologic modifications as part of the South

Coast Rail project. 
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M-009-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-009-002

Induced growth, a likely secondary impact of the South Coast Rail

project, is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.3.2 for each

affected community under build without mitigation and build with

mitigation (smart growth) scenarios. MassDOT would provide technical

assistance to each community, including the Town of Lakeville, as part of

the smart growth initiative.

 

M-009-003

Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose. No impacts to the

Assonet Cedar Swamp are expected, as described in Chapter 4.10,

Section 4.10.3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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M-009-004

There are no designated trails or access points into the sanctuary.

 

M-009-005

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2.1, freight

trains on the Fall River Secondary, New Bedford Main Line, and

Attleboro Secondary operate at a maximum speed of 40 mph. The

commuter rail train maximum speed of 70 mph is consistent with other

trains within the MBTA system.

 

M-009-006

Pierce Brook is identified in Figures 4.16-4a-b in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.2.

 

M-009-007

Lakeville has been added to the list of communities participating in the

Massachusetts Agricultural Preservation Restriction Program, described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.11, Section 4.11.1.3.1.

 

M-009-008

Lakeville has been added to the table showing the area of communities

that can be developed within the land use study area, provided in

Chapter 4.2, Section 4.2.2.1.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-009-009

The Pierce and Haskins Cemetery has been included in the DEIS/DEIR

at Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.2.1.1.

 

M-009-010

Comment noted.
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M-009-011

Comment noted.

 

M-009-012

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-010-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-010-002

The Stoughton Alternatives' potential impacts to the resources of the

Hockomock Swamp ACEC are described in Chapter 4.10, Section

4.10.3.2.5 of the DEIS/DEIR. Additional information regarding impacts to

the biodiversity and water resources of the Hockomock Swamp ACEC is

provided in Chapter 4.14. Section 4.14.3.2.5 and Chapter 4.17, Section

4.17.3.3.5, respectively.
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M-010-003

Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

M-010-004

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3 identifies the potential wetland

impacts of each alternative, including the Stoughton Alternatives, based

on the current level of project design. Potential impacts to ACECs and

Article 97-protected properties are discussed in Chapter 4.10, Section

4.10.3.
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M-011-001

Your comments have been incorporated into the process for developing

the Priority Map published in the 2009 South Coast Rail Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan.
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M-012-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-012-002

The travel demand model takes into account the population and

employment densities of the region.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 178

M-012-003

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-013-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-013-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-013-003

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-013-004

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose. As such, an extension of the

Middleborough Line to Wareham and Buzzards  Bay is beyond the

scope of the South Coast Rail project.

 

M-013-005

Inputs to the CTPS ridership model, including other transportation

projects and demographic data from the Regional Planning Agencies

through which the South Coast Rail alternatives would pass, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.

 

M-013-006

Commuter rail service to Fall River and New Bedford are key

components of the South Coast Rail project; the No-Build Alternative

analyzed throughout the DEIS/DEIR describes the region absent this

service. However, adding another line to the Quincy Station is outside of

the scope of the analysis required for the DEIS/DEIR.
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M-013-007

Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.
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M-014-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-014-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose. Accordingly, the Old Colony Line

tunnel and capacity issues, as well as wetlands and historic impacts of

the Middleborough Full Alternative, are not relevant to the alternatives

selection process.

 

M-014-003

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-004

The demographic forecasts were created by the local Regional Planning

Agencies (RPAs) in the model area such as the Southeastern Regional

Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD), Old Colony

Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan Area Planning Council

(MAPC) for use in their most recently adopted Regional Transportation

Plan (RTP).

 

M-014-005

The demographic forecasts were created by the local Regional Planning

Agencies (RPAs) in the model area such as the Southeastern Regional

Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD), Old Colony

Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan Area Planning Council

(MAPC) for use in their most recently adopted Regional Transportation

Plan (RTP). The land use assumptions do not include the possible

casino development in Middleborough.

 

M-014-006
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Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-007

Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-008

Middleborough is included in the discussion of land use in the South

Coast region in Chapter 4.2, Section 4.2.2 of the DEIS/DEIR. Anticipated

Indirect and Cumulative impacts of the project, including land use

impacts, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

M-014-009

Middleborough was not included in the set of affected municipalities

for the South Coast Rail project, described in Chapter 4.3, Section

4.3.2.1.1 of the DEIS/DEIR, as it would not be directly served by any of

the alternatives currently under consideration. Alternative 2- Through

Middleborough has been eliminated from further review as it does not

meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-010

The ridership demand conducted for the alternatives analyzed in the

DEIS/DEIR was based on 2000 Journey-to-Work data, as described in

Chapter 3, Section 3.3.1.1. However, Alternative 2 – Through

Middleborough was not included in the analysis because this alternative

has been eliminated from further review as it does not meet the project

purpose.

 

M-014-011

MassDOT’s public outreach efforts since publication of the ENF are

summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.4. MassDOT was
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not able to hold civic engagement meetings in all 30 of the study area

communities. The meetings that were held were intended to engage

residents in the region, not just the town in which meetings were

held. Meeting announcements were distributed throughout the region.

 

M-014-012

The station screening process is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.1.4, with the Middleborough station alternatives discussed in

Section 3.1.4.6. However, Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and

Alternative 3 (Through Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated

from further review as they do not meet the project purpose, and a

station in Middleborough is no longer proposed for the South Coast Rail

project.

 

M-014-013

Train consist lengths would initially be based on projected ridership

demand for the LEDPA, when selected, and would be adjusted

if needed based on actual demand. Doubledecker cars are not

anticipated for any alternative.
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M-014-014

The construction schedule for each alternative under consideration is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.2.2.  Alternative 2--

Through Middleborough-- has been eliminated from further review as it

does not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-015

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-016

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose. The noted bridge is along the Old

Colony Line and thus is not longer being considered for reconstruction.

 

M-014-017

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-018

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 187

M-014-019

Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough and other Middleborough rail

alternatives have been eliminated from further review as they do not

meet the project purpose. Grade crossing information can be found in

the DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.3.4.

 

M-014-020

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-014-021

All figures and appendices are included in both the printed and the

electronic versions of the DEIS/DEIR. The electronic version is

available on the project website, mass.gov/southcoastrail.

 

M-014-022

The South Coast Rail Alternatives would utilize layover facilities close to

the terminals in Fall River and New Bedford. The candidate layover

facility sites are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2.1.

 

M-014-023

Smart growth measures are defined and described in DEIS/DEIR

Section 5.2.1.5. The Corridor Plan includes a description of smart growth

on page 13; the Commonwealth’s Sustainable Development Principles,

which further define smart growth, are listed on page 14 of the Corridor

Plan.

 

M-014-024

Smart growth measures are defined and described in DEIS/DEIR

Section 5.2.1.5. The Corridor Plan includes a description of smart growth

on page 13; the Commonwealth’s Sustainable Development Principles,
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which further define smart growth, are listed on page 14 of the Corridor

Plan. While the Massachusetts APA Smart Growth Principles are not

referred to, the Corridor Plan received Massachusetts APA's 2009

President’s Award for Outstanding Planning.

 

M-014-025

Detailed cost information can be found in Section 3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-014-026

Secondary growth impacts are detailed in Chapter 5. The impacts of

transit-oriented development and other smart growth measures

associated with South Coast Rail are described in DEIS/DEIR Section

5.2.1.5.

 

M-014-027

Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives,

including anticipated growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

M-014-028

Anticipated cumulative economic impacts of the project are described in

DEIS/DEIR Section 5.4.3. The process for developing the Corridor Plan

is explained in Appendix A of the Corridor Plan.

 

M-014-029

The South Coast Rail project is intended to address transit needs for

pedestrians and drivers, as described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 2, Section

2.2.2. Transit trip duration as compared to personal automobile trip

duration was taken into consideration in order to motivate mode shift,

which would result in improvements in air quality. Air quality benefits of

each alternative are described in Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.
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M-014-030

The ridership analysis for the South Coast Rail build alternatives is

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4. The model projects

new riders from New Bedford and Fall River. Table 3.3-2, in Section

3.3.1.1, compares the total ridership demand of each alternative,

including new station boardings and boardings for existing commuter bus

services.

 

M-014-031

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1. 

Ridership analysis summaries are provided in the appendix of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-014-032

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-015-001

The potential wetland impacts from each South Coast Rail alternative

are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter  4.16, Section 4.16.3.3. 

Conceptual mitigation measures are described in Section 4.16.3.6.  As

noted in Chapter 7, wetland mitigation measures within each community

will be developed following identification of the LEDPA.

 

M-015-002

The air quality analysis provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9,

Section 4.9.2 shows that the South Coast Rail build alternatives

would improve air quality over the no-build condition.

 

M-015-003

Thank you for the City's active efforts to implement the Corridor Plan.

The Rapid Bus alternative has been assessed in the DEIS/DEIR.
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M-016-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.

 

M-016-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. As required by the

MEPA Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative was subjected to the

environmental review described throughout the DEIS/DEIR, and

is evaluated along with the rail alternatives as summarized in Chapter 3,

Section 3.3.
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M-017-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. As required by the

MEPA Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative was subjected to the

environmental review described throughout the DEIS/DEIR, and

is evaluated along with the rail alternatives as summarized in Chapter 3,

Section 3.3.
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M-018-001

The grade-separated crossing at Route 138 is not expected to impact

the North Raynham Water District's recharge area for the wells, and

changes in groundwater flow or water quality would not occur. MassDOT

will coordinate with the District during design of the system if this

alternative is selected as the LEDPA.
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M-019-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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M-020-001

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1. 

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.

 

M-020-002

Comment noted.
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M-021-001

Alluvial red maple swamp and small river floodplain forest habitats are

present along the Three Mile River, as described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.14, Section 4.14.2.1.5. Red maple swamp is specifically described in

Section 4.14.2.1.7.

 

M-021-002

Chartley Pond is an Article 97-protected open space owned by the

Norton Conservation Commission, as described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.10, Section 4.10.2.2.2.

 

M-021-003

The effects of decreased humidity are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.
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M-021-004

Potential wetland impacts along the Attleboro Alternatives are described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the

electric and diesel options, respectively. Figures 4.16-31a through 4.16-

48 depict the wetlands and potential impacts from each of the

alternatives based on existing information, GIS mapping and the current

level of project design. Field verification was used in areas where aerial

photographs and topographic maps provided inconclusive results. Field

delineations will be conducted for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

M-021-005

Conceptual designs of the Attleboro Alternatives are provided in Section

3.2.5.2. Potential impacts to Chartley Pond are described in Chapter

4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric- and  diesel-

powered Attleboro Alternatives, respectively.

 

M-021-006

The design of the Attleboro Alternatives has been refined from that

presented in the ENF, and no crossing of Chartley Pond is planned. As

described in response to Comment No. M-020-004, potential impacts to

wetland resources associated with Chartley Pond are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the

Attleboro Electric Alternative and the Attleboro Diesel Alternative,

respectively. If either of the Attleboro Alternatives is selected as the

LEDPA, field delineations will be conducted and submitted to the

appropriate conservation commissions for verification.

 

M-021-007

Chartley Pond is not likely subject to Chapter 91 jurisdiction but, as

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.2.3, bridge

replacement at Chartley Pond for the Attleboro Alternatives would not

affect public access and use of this waterway.

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 210

M-021-008

Table 4.10-8, in Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.3, lists the public open

space acquisition requirements for the Attleboro Alternatives; no portion

of Chartley Pond would be acquired and compensation under Article 97

would not be required.

 

M-021-009

Potential impacts to wetlands or intermittent streams that would result

from constructing the Barrowsville Station are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.10.

 

M-021-010

Please see response to Comment No. M-020-009.

 

M-021-011

A description of wetlands impact avoidance, minimization, and proposed

mitigation measures is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.3.6. Mitigation sites have not been selected or finalized; the

wetlands mitigation plan developed for the LEDPA, when selected, will

provide details on wetlands replication and floodplain compensation. Site

selection for mitigation areas would be done in conjunction with

regulatory agencies to prioritize restoring wetland habitat.

 

M-021-012

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.2 describes the biological

communities along the corridors of each South Coast Rail alternative.

 

M-021-013

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2.2, Chartley

Pond is  owned by the Norton Conservation Commission and, as such, is

an Article 97-protected open space.
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M-021-014

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2 identifies the protected public

open spaces within 0.25-mile of each alternative, and Section 4.10.3.2

discusses the potential impacts based on the current level of project

design. For this evaluation, “protected open space” means significant

publicly owned parks, recreation areas, wildlife or waterfowl refuges,

open space conservation or recreation lands owned or interests in land

held by the Commonwealth or political subdivisions, some public school

playgrounds and sports fields, and privately owned open spaces or

conservation lands.

 

M-021-015

Chartley Pond was included in the DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section

4.10.2.2.2 evaluation of potential project impacts to protected public

open spaces from the Attleboro Alternatives. Based on the current level

of project design, Chartley Pond would not be impacted by the project if

the Attleboro Alternative were to be selected as the LEDPA.

 

M-021-016

The South Coast Rail project alternatives’ potential impacts to

biodiversity, including habitat fragmentation within wetland areas, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.5 for each

alternative. Although biodiversity per se is not a regulated resource, the

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act protects the ability of wetlands

to provide wildlife habitat.

 

M-021-017

The potential environmental impacts of the South Coast alternatives on

wildlife, including within and around Chartley Pond and other areas of

important biodiversity value, are described in Section 4.14 of the

DEIS/DEIR. The methodology for assessing these impacts is detailed in
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Section 4.14.3.1 as was conducted in accordance with applicable state

and federal regulations and guidance.

 

M-021-018

Vernal pools that are certified or potential, and field-verified vernal pools

located in wetlands within 100 feet of the right-of-way, are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3. Vernal pool investigations of

the right-of-way were conducted in 2000 and 2001 for the Stoughton

Alternative and were documented in the 2002 Final EIR. Additional

surveys were conducted in the spring of 2008 and 2009 along the

Attleboro Bypass, Stoughton Line, and Whittenton Branch, as described

in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.1.9. Additional investigation of potential

vernal pools will be done for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

M-021-019

Existing wildlife habitats and impacts to wildlife habitat (including birds,

amphibians/reptiles, mammals, insects, fish, and plants) that would

result from the South Coast Rail alternatives are described in Section

4.14 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-021-020

Plant communities within the South Coast Rail study area are described

in Section 4.14.2.1.5, Biomap Core Habitat, of the DEIS/DEIR. As

discussed in this section, habitat adjacent to the Three Mile River and its

tributaries is located within the Three Mile River ACEC in Taunton and

Norton. This area contains large riparian and wetlands habitats, such as

high-quality Small River Floodplain Forest and Alluvial Red Maple

Swamp.

 

M-021-021

Vernal pools along the Attleboro Alternatives are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.3. Additional investigation of
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potential vernal pools along the alignment will be done if either

alternative is selected as the LEDPA.

 

M-021-022

The potential effects to reptiles and amphibians from changes in

temperature and decreased humidity are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2. Station lighting has not been designed at

this time.  Stations will incorporate specific lighting requirements detailed

in the MBTA’s Railroad Operations Commuter Rail Design Standards

Manual. MassDOT has committed to designing stations per Executive

Order 484, stipulating that State buildings and facilities be designed to

LEED Plus requirements.  Final lighting design will focus on public safety

while limiting off-site impacts to the maximum extent practicable.

 

M-021-023

Chartley Pond is depicted in Figure 4.16-7a, and Goose Branch Brook

and Meadow Brook Pond are shown in Figure 4.16-7b, of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16.  Potential impacts to these waterbodies are described in

Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric- and diesel-powered

Attleboro Alternatives, respectively.

 

M-021-024

A track maintenance plan that addresses previously dumped railroad ties

in wetland areas will be initiated as part of the mitigation measures

outlined in the Final EIS/EIR, once a LEDPA is selected. These

measures will be further refined during the Preliminary Engineering

phase of the project.

 

M-021-025

Culvert design, which may include the replacement of existing

culverts, will be developed for the LEDPA during final design and will

comply with applicable Stream Crossing Standards. If the Attleboro
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Alternative is selected as the LEDPA, MassDOT will evaluate

potential modifications to existing culverts to better accommodate wildlife

passage.

 

M-021-026

Station site and building designs shall follow Governor Patrick's

Executive Order 484, requiring Commonwealth buildings to achieve a

Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) "Plus" design.

Additionally, recommendations from the Massachusetts Zero Net Energy

Task Force will be considered in the station designs. The preliminary

designs minimize impacts to each site through the use of low-impact

design techniques and stormwater detention facilities. Conceptual station

designs are included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.

 

M-021-027

Stormwater management at each of the stations associated with the

LEDPA, when selected, would be designed and conducted in

accordance with the requirements of the Massachusetts Stormwater

Management regulations.

 

M-021-028

Please see response to Comment No. M-020-023.

 

M-021-029

The floodplains analysis was based on the most current, readily

available, data at the time of evaluation. If available, updated

FEMA F.I.R.M. maps will be used in the evaluation of impacts and

development of final mitigation measures during final design. 

 

M-021-030

The parcels that would be impacted by the South Coast Rail project

would not qualify as agricultural land for purposes of EO 193 because
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they are not in current or recent agricultural use and are adjacent to non-

farm development.

 

M-021-031

The title of the table in the ENF is accurate. "Developable" means

"available for development," which includes open space and agricultural

lands.

 

M-021-032

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

M-021-033

The Taunton Copper Works and Wading River Area are included in the

Heritage Landscape Inventory pilot project and are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.2.1.2 in the "Norton" discussion.

The proposed Barrowsville Station is described in Section 4.8.3.10.1.

 

M-021-034

Culverts are addressed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3 in

reference to wetland impacts and in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2 in

reference to the wildlife habitat implications (specifically, as barriers or

passageways for wildlife and fish movement). Many of the existing

culverts along the alternatives’ alignments are compromised and,

depending upon which alternative is selected, would be replaced or

upgraded to meet hydrologic and wildlife habitat needs, as described in

Section 4.16.3.6.3. The culvert locations and specifications will be

determined in final design of the LEDPA, when selected, and will meet

Massachusetts Stream Crossing Standards.

 

M-021-035

If the Attleboro Alternative is selected as the LEDPA, MassDOT will
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consider the Walker Street crossing of Wading River as an option for off-

site wetland mitigation.

 

M-021-036

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Specific mitigation

measures and culvert design will be developed for the LEDPA, during

final design. If the Attleboro Alternative is selected as the LEDPA,

MassDOT will consider implementing features into the final design to

facilitate wildlife passage/crossings in the vicinity of Chartley Swamp and

Chartley Pond.

 

M-021-037

The mesoscale analysis provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section

4.9.4.1, evaluated ozone precursors (volatile organic compounds

[VOCs], oxides of nitrogen [NOX]), the greenhouse gas carbon dioxide

(CO2), carbon monoxide (CO), and particulate matter (PM). The ozone

mesoscale analysis demonstrated that the Build Alternatives would result

in a decrease of VOCs and NOX emissions, as compared to the No-

Build Alternative.

 

M-021-038

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.2.1, all of the

South Coast Rail Build Alternatives would result in a decrease in

greenhouse gas emissions, as compared to the No-Build Alternative.

The South Coast Rail project is itself a mitigation measure for

greenhouse gas emissions by existing sources such as personal

automobiles. Further mitigation is not required.

 

M-021-039

As discussed in Section 4.7.1. of the DEIS/DEIR, actual vibration
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measurements were used to evaluate existing conditions because they

provide a more accurate assessment of vibration along the South Coast

Rail alternatives than would modeling based on generalized soils or

geologic information. Some geologic conditions are associated with

efficient propagation characteristics that result in higher than normal

vibration levels. Geological maps or subsurface borings may be used at

a later stage in the project if more detailed analysis of ground

propagation is needed for specific sensitive receptors.

A description of geologic conditions within the South Coast Rail study

area is provided in Section 4.13 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-021-040

Proposed mitigation measures for noise impacts are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.6, Section 4.6.3.6, and proposed mitigation

measures for vibration impacts are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.7,

Section 4.7.3.7.

 

M-021-041

Potential impacts associated with the South Coast Rail alternatives,

related to vibration, are described in Section 4.7.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. As

discussed in this section, for receptors located close to the tracks, the

predicted vibration levels were in the range of 85 to 89 VdB. These

vibration levels are well below the onset of minor structural damage

(such as cracks in plaster walls) threshold of 100 VdB for fragile

buildings.

If either of the Attleboro Alternatives are selected as the LEDPA, the

potential for vibration impacts to affect or cause migration of pollutants

from the Shpack Superfund site or Attleboro Landfill may be evaluated.
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Additionally, the railroad does not cross the Chartley Pond Dam. The

Dam is crossed by John Scott Boulevard, located approximately 0.2

miles north of the tracks.

 

M-021-042

Potential impacts associated with the South Coast Rail alternatives,

related to vibration, are described in Section 4.7.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.

Vibration from train operations has not been demonstrated to cause silt

to migrate into surface water at any location along existing tracks,

particularly the Greenbush Line where there has been extensive study of

vernal pools adjacent to the new rail line.

 

M-021-043

The summary of potential effects to natural resources provided in

Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR has been updated to reflect

the current level of project design and further analysis conducted to

support the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-021-044

Potential impacts to Chartley Pond are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric- and diesel-

powered Attleboro Alternatives, respectively. Chartley Pond outside of

the railroad property limits is protected by Article 97, as described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2.2.

 

M-021-045

As noted in the response to Comment No. M-020-015, Chartley Pond

would not be impacted by the project bythe Attleboro Alternatives.

 

M-021-046
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The Secretary's Certificate required that the DEIR evaluate Attleboro rail

alternatives, with both diesel and electric commuter rail modes.

 

M-021-047

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2.2, Chartley

Pond is owned by the Norton Conservation Commission and, as such, is

an Article 97-protected open space.

 

M-021-048

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.2.3 includes Chartley Pond in

the evaluation of the South Coast Rail project's compliance with Chapter

91 regulations. As noted in the response to Comment No. M-020-007,

Chartley Pond is not likely subject to Chapter 91 jurisdiction.

 

M-021-049

Permitting requirements for the Attleboro Alternative (which passes by

Chartley Pond) are described in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-021-050

Please see response to Comment No. M-020-011.

 

M-021-051

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.12, Section 4.12.2 discusses hazardous materials

present within the study area. An appropriate contaminated material

removal program will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected, as

described in Section 4.12.4.

 

M-021-052

The floodplains analysis is based on the most current, readily available,

data at the time of evaluation. If available, updated FEMA F.I.R.M. maps
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will be used in the evaluation of impacts and development of final

mitigation measures during final design. 

 

M-021-053

Representative Jay Barrows has been added to the distribution list.
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M-022-001

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4 provides an evaluation of the

potential impacts at grade crossings that would result from the South

Coast Rail project. MassDOT is committed to working with local

emergency response services to proactively address safety concerns at

grade crossings.

 

M-022-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. MBTA has a

safety educational program for schools, Operation Lifesaver, that would

be implemented in the affected communities.

 

M-022-003

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.
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M-022-004

The Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the federal agency

overseeing railroad safety, and the MBTA continually strive to improve

safety on the railroad. The MBTA regularly inspects all infrastructure

systems (track, signal systems, grade crossing warning systems) and

equipment to ensure it is functioning properly. The MBTA maintains both

its tracks and equipment to high standards reducing to the greatest

extent possible the potential for derailments.

 

M-022-005

MassDOT is committed to working with local emergency response

services to ensure appropriate access to the rail bed in the event of an

accident.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 223

M-023-001

Comment noted.

 

M-023-002

Comment noted.
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M-023-003

The Secretary's Certificate in the ENF required that these alternatives be

advanced into the EIR/EIS analysis.

 

M-023-004

Comment noted.
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M-024-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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M-024-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

M-024-003

Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

M-024-004

Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.
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M-025-001

Impacts to rare species within the Hockomock Swamp and Pine Swamp

are described in Section 4.15.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. Impacts to public

open space and conservation lands are described in Section 4.10.3 of

the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-025-002

A description of proposed mitigation measures for wetlands (including

vernal pool) impacts is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.3.6. The wetlands mitigation plan developed for the LEDPA, when

selected, will provide details on wetlands replication and floodplain

compensation in accordance with regulatory requirements, and will

include a monitoring and evaluation section.

 

M-025-003

Habitat fragmentation, including the effects of the railroad corridor

through the Hockomock Swamp on migratory birds, are discussed in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.2.2.3.

 

M-025-004

As discussed in Sections 4.16.3, Wetlands, and 4.14.3, Biodiversity,

construction of the South Coast Rail alternatives would minimally impact

the Pine Swamp ecosystem. 

 

M-025-005

Specific wetlands mitigation measures will be developed during final

design and permitting to address impacts associated with the LEDPA.

Wetland mitigation would likely include on-site (within the Town of

Raynham) and off-site mitigation with significant regional benefits.
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M-025-006

Wetland impact avoidance and minimization, and mitigation measures

for unavoidable wetlands impacts, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Section 4.16.3.6. Because the existing rail ROW was constructed

in wetlands, it is unlikely that work within 25 feet of resource areas could

be avoided.

 

M-025-007

A preliminary list of proposed mitigation measures, including critter

tunnels and crossings, is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section

4.15.3.6.4. MassDOT is engaged in ongoing consultation with NHESP

and will work with NHESP to refine the mitigation measures as the

project design advances. Mitigation measures will be taken into

consideration for construction sequencing as well.

 

M-025-008

The Stoughton and Whittenton  Alternatives have been advanced to the

EIS/EIR  analysis, with both diesel  and electric options.  These

alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR  Section 3.2 and evaluated in

Section 3.3. Impacts of the electric options are evaluated in Section

3.2.5.2.7

 

M-025-009

Infrastructure requirements for each alternative considered are described

in Chapter 3, Sections 3.2.5.2 and 3.2.5.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. The

potential environmental impacts of each alternative, including the

associated infrastructure, are described in Chapter 4 of the DEIS/DEIR.

The needs analysis is inherent in the Purpose and Need statement,

provided in Chapter 2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-025-010

As part of the technical assistance program, MassDOT has provided
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assistance to the Town of Raynham to help identify redevelopment

options for this site.

 

M-025-011

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

M-025-012

Reasonably foreseeable traffic impacts of the South Coast  Rail

alternatives are presented in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.

Proposed traffic mitigation measures, associated with the various

alternatives, are presented in Section 4.1.5.

 

M-025-013

Proposed mitigation measures for noise impacts are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.6, Section 4.6.3.6.1. Train horns issues and

considerations are discussed in Section 4.6.3.2.3. Once the LEDPA is

determined, severe noise impact locations will be evaluated for the

specific proposed noise mitigation measures and will form the basis for a

Noise Mitigation Plan (NMP). The NMP will be prepared in compliance

with Federal Transit Administration standards for noise mitigation and

safety requirements, as well as Federal Railroad Administration safety

requirements.

 

M-025-014

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a result of

the South Coast Rail project and are included in Section 4.1.4, analysis

of Impacts by Alternative. Potential impacts to emergency response

vehicles would be evaluated after selection of the LEDPA.
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M-025-015

Safety measures are outlined in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.  Further safety

measures will be evaluated as part of preliminary engineering, after a

LEDPA has been selected.

 

M-025-016

To the extent feasible, the South Coast Rail project's potential impacts to

community infrastructure are described in Chapter 4.2, Section 4.2.3 of

the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-025-017

Changes in property values that could result from development of the

South Coast Rail alternatives are evaluated and discussed in Section

4.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-025-018

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.5, the

Stoughton Alternative would require construction within the ground water

protection zones for three of the North Raynham Water District’s existing

and proposed wells. MassDOT will consult with MassDEP, the North

Raynham Water District, and Easton Water Division during design during

the design process if one of the Stoughton Alternatives is selected as the

LEDPA. With mitigation and best management practices (such as

drainage features) in place, the Stoughton Alternatives are not expected

to impair any surface or ground water resources.

 

M-025-019

The Whittenton Alternatives are described in Section 3.2.1.4, Chapter 3

of the DEIS/DEIR. Potential impacts to the environment that would result

from either of the Whittenton Alternatives are described in Chapter 4 of

the DEIS/DEIR.
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M-025-020

The Rapid Bus Alternative is described in Section 3.2.1.5, Chapter 3 of

the DEIS/DEIR. Potential impacts to the environment that would result

from the Rapid Bus Alternative are described in Chapter 4 of the

DEIS/DEIR.
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M-026-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.
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M-027-001

The Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2, and

is compared to the other alternatives with respect to meeting the project

purpose, overall practicability, and beneficial and adverse impacts to the

environment. As shown in Table 3.3-9, the Rapid Bus Alternative scores

the worst among the alternatives considered in the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-027-002

The DEIS/DEIR calculated the impacts at Stoughton grade crossings

resulting from South Coast Rail alternatives, as described in Chapter 4,

Section 4.1.4. An analysis of related impacts by alternative is  presented

in Table 4.1-57, Stoughton Grade Crossings--Traffic Volumes  and

Average Delay.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 236

M-027-003

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

M-027-004

As described in each environmental resource section of Chapter 4 of the

DEIS/DEIR, construction impacts would be temporary (i.e., short term).

Expanding the railroad right-of-way would be necessary in some

locations, as described in Section 4.2, Chapter 4.2.3 of the DEIS/DEIR;

permanent or temporary takings are also described. Land acquisition

requirements in Stoughton are shown on Figures 4.2.5a through 4.2.5e.

It is not currently anticipated that service to the existing Stoughton

Station would be interrupted during construction if one of the Stoughton

Alternatives (including the Whittenton Variations) is selected.  The

preliminary and final design of the project will determine the impact to

service to the existing station in greater detail.

 

M-027-005

A frontage road has been conceptually planned along the proposed

tracks to accommodate private parcel owners in this vicinity. The

frontage road would connect to Morton Street and is described in Section

3.2.5.2.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

M-027-006

Construction impacts to land use and the socioeconomic environment

from the Stoughton Alternatives are described in Chapter 4.2, Section

4.2.3 and Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. MassDOT is

committed to minimizing the burden placed on the communities during

construction, and will work with the communities that would be affected

by construction of the LEDPA, when selected, to minimize adverse

effects.
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M-028-001

The Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives, along with the Whittenton

Alternatives and Rapid Bus Alternative, have been subjected to the full

environmental evaluation required by the Certificate on the ENF.
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M-028-002

A conceptual Stoughton Station redesign, as part of the Stoughton rail

alternatives, is included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8. This design

includes relocated platforms. Trains stationed at these platforms would

not block Route 27 or Wyman Street. The DEIS/DEIR calculated the

impacts at Stoughton grade crossings   resulting from South Coast Rail

alternatives, as described in Chapter 4,   Section 4.1.4. An analysis of

related impacts by alternative is   presented in Table 4.1-57, Stoughton

Grade Crossings--Traffic Volumes   and Average Delay.

 

M-028-003

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

M-028-004

Pedestrian and bike paths within active railroad rights-of-way were not

included in the project for numerous reasons. One main reason is that

proposed track footprints have been reduced to minimize environmental

impacts. Adding additional pathways would widen the right-of-way

footprint, thus incurring additional environmental impacts.

 

M-028-005

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

M-028-006

Construction impacts to land use and the socioeconomic environment

from the Stoughton Alternatives are described in Chapter 4.2, Section

4.2.3 and Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. MassDOT is

committed to minimizing the burden placed on the communities during

construction, and will work with the communities that would be affected
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by construction of the LEDPA, when selected, to minimize adverse

effects.

 

M-028-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3, describes the project's

potential impacts to water resources, including drinking water supplies.

Impacts to water and sewer infrastructure will be evaluated for the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

M-028-008

Potential wetlands impacts from each of the South Coast Rail

alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.5.

Potential impacts to other sensitive areas, as characterized by

biodiversity, are described in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2. Potential

impacts to ACECs and protected public open spaces are described in

Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.

 

M-028-009

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.5, the Zone II

areas crossed by the Stoughton Line already contain developed areas

and residential neighborhoods that are likely to have much larger

impacts on water quality than a rail corridor. No Zone I areas would be

affected by the construction on this line.

 

M-028-010

If one of the Stoughton Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA, MassDOT

will engage in discussion with the Town on how to minimize adverse

impacts of the project. MassDOT would also continue to provide Corridor

Plan implementation technical assistance to support the revitalization of

the downtown.
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M-028-011

MassDOT has held several public meetings with the Town of Stoughton

discussing the proposed station design. Proposed station plans have

been provided to the Town and the Commonwealth has provided two

technical assistance awards to the town to assist with this downtown

planning.

 

M-028-012

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Specific mitigation

measures will be developed during final design and permitting to address

impacts. MassDOT has been working with Stoughton officials over the

past three years and is providing ongoing technical assistance to help

Stoughton plan for the redevelopment of its downtown.
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M-029-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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M-030-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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N-001-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-002-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.

 

N-002-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.4.8 describes the socioeconomic

impacts, including benefits, which would result from development of each

of the South Coast Rail alternatives. A comparison of each South Coast

Rail alternative’s potential impacts, both beneficial and adverse, to key

environmental and societal resources is provided in Chapter 3, Section

3.3.3. The indirect and cumulative effects to socioeconomic resources

are described in Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.9 and 5.4.3, respectively.
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N-003-001

The impacts of the Stoughton Alternative on the Hockomock Swamp

wetlands are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.5.4

and 4.16.3.5.5 , rare species in Chapter 4.15, Sections 4.15.3.3.5 and

4.15.3.3.6; air quality in Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.2.5 and 4.9.2.6; and

water quality in Chapter 4.17, Sections 4.17.3.3.5 and 4.17.3.3.6.

 

N-003-002

The DEIS constitutes the Corps' review of the project's potential

environmental impacts (throughout Chapter 4) and the ridership analysis

(Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4).
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N-004-001

Per the MEPA Certificate, the Attleboro Alternative has been advanced

into the EIR/EIS analysis.

 

N-004-002

The Stoughton Alternative is analyzed in the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-004-003

Per the MEPA Certificate, the Attleboro Alternative has been advanced

into the EIR/EIS analysis.

 

N-004-004

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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N-004-005

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated.
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N-004-006

Per the MEPA Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for

DEIS/DEIR analysis.

 

N-004-007

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated.

 

N-004-008

Proposed mitigation measures for wetlands impacts are described in

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6, and proposed mitigation measures for

biodiversity impacts (including wildlife habitat) are provided in Chapter

4.14, Section 4.14.3.6.3. The proposed 8,500-foot long trestle in the

Hockomock Swamp for the Stoughton and Whittenton Alternatives would

avoid permanent impacts to wetlands and allow for wildlife movement;

the existing railroad bed would not be removed, so as to avoid altering

the current hydrologic regime. Other mitigation measures, such as

wildlife crossings at selected locations, may address historical barriers to

wildlife habitat.  A detailed mitigation plan for each adversely affected

resource will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected, in accordance

with regulatory requirements.
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N-004-009

The referenced 2020 "North End" plan provided by the owner/operator of

the line, Amtrak, was the most current operational analysis of predicted

service on the Northeast Corridor when the DEIS/DEIR was prepared.

 

N-004-010

Land use impacts associated with the addition of the third track,

including impacts to residences and buildings, are detailed in Section

4.2.3.3.1 of the DEIS/DEIR.  Social and economic impacts from

construction of the third track are discussed in Section 4.3.3.4.1.

 

N-004-011

In the DEIR analysis the Attleboro Alternatives were refined, and the

extent of double track approaching Weir Junction is now approximately

0.4 miles.  The impacts of this improvement from one to two tracks is

reflected in the various technical reports.

 

N-004-012

Conceptual designs for the rail alternatives, including the Attleboro

Bypass, are  provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2. 

 

N-004-013

Potential impacts to Chartley Pond are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric- and diesel-

powered Attleboro Alternatives, respectively.
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N-004-014

Information on costs and property acquisitions needed for the

alternatives can be found in Section 3.2.5 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-004-015

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

N-004-016

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-004-017

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-004-018

Conceptual designs for the rail alternatives, including the Attleboro

Bypass, are  provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.  The Bypass is

displayed in Figure 3.2-20.
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N-004-019

Figures 3.2-17 through 3.2-19 in Chapter 3 of the DEIS/DEIR depict the

third track through impacted communities along the Northeast Corridor.

The resource analyses provided in the Attleboro Alternatives discussions

in Chapter 4 include potential impacts along the Northeast Corridor,

where they occur.

 

N-004-020

The resource impacts from the Attleboro Secondary track improvements,

to the extent possible based on the current level of design, are depicted

in all resource impact figures for the Attleboro Alternatives provided in

Chapter 4.

 

N-004-021

The existing wetland conditions and the Attleboro Alternatives' potential

impacts to wetlands, including areas in Norton, are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.2.2.3 and 4.16.3.3, respectively.

 

N-004-022

Chartley Pond was included in the DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section

4.10.2.2.2 evaluation of potential project impacts to protected public

open spaces from the Attleboro Alternatives. Based on the current level

of project design, Chartley Pond would not be impacted by the project if

the Attleboro Alternative were to be selected as the LEDPA.
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N-004-023

Details of the Attleboro Alternatives alignment, including the Attleboro

Bypass, are provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5. Potential impacts to

Chartley Pond are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections

4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric- and diesel-powered Attleboro

Alternatives, respectively.

 

N-004-024

Wetlands areas along the Attleboro Alternatives alignment, including at

station sites, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.2.2.3, and potential impacts from the two Attleboro Alternatives are

described in Section 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4.

 

N-004-025

As noted in the response to Comment No. N-004-024, Chartley Pond

would not be impacted by the Attleboro Alternatives.

 

N-004-026

As noted in the response to Comment No. N-004-024, Chartley Pond

would not be impacted by the Attleboro Alternatives.
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N-004-027

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.2.4 describes the rare species

priority habitats along each of the alternative alignments, including the

Attleboro Bypass for the Attleboro Alternatives.

 

N-004-028

Direct impacts to rare species were calculated through the use of a

Geographic Information Systems (GIS) model. This model quantified

impacts by intersecting proposed work areas with NHESP Priority and

Estimated Habitat polygons for rare species. The model quantified all

loss of habitat along the project corridors and at the proposed station

sites based on the limit of permanent alteration.

 

N-004-029

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3 describes the project's potential

impacts to threatened and endangered species.  A summary of impacts

to threatened and endangered species for the Attleboro alternatives can

be found in Sections 4.15.3.5.2 and 4.15.3.5.3. ACECs are described in

Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.

 

N-004-030

The Attleboro Secondary’s potential impacts to Meadow Brook and

Goose Branch Brook are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.3.3.3. Potential impacts to public water supply protection areas

along the Attleboro Alternatives’ alignment are described in Chapter

4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.3.

 

N-004-031

For the purposes of this study, the South Coast area includes the

communities that would be served by the project. Existing

socioeconomic conditions in the study area, including Norton, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.2.
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N-004-032

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.3.12  outlines the benefits that

environmental justice populations would realize from the project,

including increased access to transit and decreased travel times to jobs,

educational institutions, and hospitals.

 

N-004-033

Reasonably foreseeable environmental consequences of the Attleboro

alternatives on  transportation systems are presented in DEIS/DEIR

Section 4.1.4.
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N-004-034

 As presented in Section 3.2, the conceptual design for the Attleboro

Alternatives crossing of Route 123 is at-grade.

 

N-004-035

While localized intersection improvements are recommended, the results

of the analysis for Barrowsville Station show no need to widen South

Worcester Street. A detailed discussion of the traffic analysis for

Barrowsville Station can be found in Section 4.1.3.5.2 of the DEIS/DEIR,

which describes the traffic analysis for the Attleboro Alternatives.

 

N-004-036

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

N-004-037

Reasonably foreseeable environmental consequences of the Attleboro

alternatives on  transportation systems are presented in DEIS/DEIR

Section 4.1.4.
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N-004-038

A detailed noise and vibration analysis was performed in accordance

with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Guidelines for the

proposed project. The noise evaluation is included in Section 4.6 of the

DEIS and the vibration analysis is provided in Section 4.7.

The noise monitoring described in Section 4.6 of the

DEIS/DEIR was conducted between December 2008 and March 2009.

An updated vibration analysis was conducted in September 2008. The

noise and vibration impacts were calculated using the FTA Guidelines

and the most up to date MassGIS database at the time of analysis. 

 

N-004-039

As discussed in Section 4.12 of the DEIS/DEIR, it is unlikely that

contamination would be encountered at the Attleboro Bypass near the

Shpack Landfill because the edge of the landfill is located  relatively

distant (approximately 700 feet) from the proposed Attleboro Alternative,

the ground water flow velocity is low, and cleanup activities to address

the contamination are underway and are proposed to be completed in

2010. 

The Shpack release area is closest to construction on the Attleboro

Secondary, not the Attleboro By-Pass. Impacts of the potential release

are addressed in Section 4.12.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-004-040

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-004-041

As required by the Certificate on the ENF, three rail routes (and two

power sources for each) and one highway route, along with the No-Build

Alternative, are analyzed in the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-004-042

As required by the MEPA Certificate, Attleboro rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR.
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N-005-001

The regional travel demand model basis is described in Section 3.2.4.1. 

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

 

N-005-002

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Projected ridership at each station is detailed in the ridership breakdown

for each alternative, including new station boardings. A summary of

South Coast Rail project stations is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2.5.2.8, Stations.

 

N-005-003

The South Coast Rail Travel Demand Analysis Results, February 17,

2009, Table 1, presented incorrect service assumptions. These were

corrected and reissued. The remaining tables in the memorandum were

presented correctly in the original and were not revised.

 

N-005-004

The Town of Westwood has been added to the distribution list.
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N-005-005

South Coast Rail demographic forecasts were created by the local

Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs) in the model area, such as the

Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District

(SRPEDD), Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan

Area  Planning Council (MAPC) for use in the most recently adopted

Regional  Transportation Plan (RTP). While Mansfield Station

improvements may not  have the support of the Mansfield Selectmen,

they cannot be excluded  from the travel demand model unless they are

excluded from the RTP.

 

N-005-006

As summarized in the Alternatives Description Technical Report, the

demographic forecasts were created by the local Regional Planning

Agencies (RPAs) in the model area such as the Southeastern Regional

Planning and Economic Development District (SRPEDD), Old Colony

Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan Area Planning Council

(MAPC) for use in their most recently adopted Regional Transportation

Plan (RTP).

 

N-005-007

How well a transit alternative attracts potential riders is directly related to

regional development, including highway and transit infrastructure

improvements. Regional improvement plans included in the travel

demand model are listed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2,

Regional Plan, and Table 3.2-2, Regional Transportation Plan Highway

Improvement Projects Included in the Travel Demand Analysis.
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N-005-008

South Coast Rail demographic forecasts were created by the local

Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs) in the model area, such as the

Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District

(SRPEDD), Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan

Area   Planning Council (MAPC) for use in the most recently adopted

Regional   Transportation Plan (RTP). While Mansfield Station

improvements may not   have the support of the Mansfield Selectmen,

they cannot be excluded   from the travel demand model unless they are

excluded from the RTP.
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N-005-009

The Interagency Coordinating Group was not provided a more detailed

report. Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.

 

N-005-010

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-005-011

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-006-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-006-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3.10.6 indicates that vibration levels

at the Easton Historic Train Station and other historic buildings in Easton

Village would be below the 100 VdB vibration threshold for the onset of

minor structural damage (such as small cracks in plaster walls) to fragile

and historic buildings.  Constructing fences and other safety features

would introduce new visual elements in proximity to the historic station.

To the extent practical, these features would be designed to be

consistent with the F.L. Olmstead landscape.

 

N-006-003

Potential impacts associated with the South Coast Rail alternatives,

related to vibration, are described in Section 4.7.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. As

discussed in this section, the vibration levels at the Easton Historic Train

Station and other historic buildings in Easton Village would be below the

100 VdB vibration threshold for the onset of minor structural damage

(such as small cracks in plaster walls) to fragile and historic buildings.

Construction-period vibration impacts would be assessed for each

alternative during the final design phase, when construction methods

and the locations of specific types of construction equipment have been

identified.
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N-006-004

Grade crossing safety mitigation is outlined in the DEIS/DEIR Section

4.1.5.1.  MassDOT has noted your concern about increased annual cost

of insurance.

 

N-006-005

Constructing fences and other safety features would introduce new

visual elements to the historic district. To the extent practical, these

features would be designed to be consistent with the architectural style

of other buildings within the district. The Federal Railroad Administration

(FRA), the federal agency overseeing railroad safety, and the MBTA

continually strive to improve safety on the railroad. The MBTA regularly

inspects all infrastructure systems (track, signal systems, grade crossing

warning systems) and equipment to ensure it is functioning properly. The

MBTA maintains both its tracks and equipment to high standards

reducing to the greatest extent possible the potential for derailments.

MassDOT commits to working with the Easton Historical Society in

designing new visual elements.
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N-007-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-008-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-009-001

MassDOT is committed to work with GATRA and SRTA to identify local

services needed to support commuter rail. Initial discussions have

already begun and after the LEDPA is selected, MassDOT will initiate

more detailed planning with the RTAs.

 

N-009-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-009-003

The Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative and feeder bus opportunities are discussed

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2. Rapid Bus and the other Build alternatives are

evaluated in Section 3.3. Further details of the Rapid Bus design and

operation will be considered should the alternative be selected as the

LEDPA. MassDOT will continue to coordinate with GATRA and other

RTAs on multi-modal opportunities as the project advances.
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N-010-001

The archaeological and historical sites potentially affected by the South

Coast Rail project are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section

4.8.3. The Peace Haven site would not be affected by the South Coast

Rail project. However, the Peace Haven site is included in a Priority

Protection Area, as described in the Corridor Plan.

 

N-010-002

As part of the technical assistance program, MassDOT is providing

assistance through SRPEDD to the Town of Freetown to plan for future

growth and land protection in this part of Freetown.
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N-010-003

The Greater Fall River Land Conservancy is invited to comment upon

the DEIS/DEIR as part of the public participation process.
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N-011-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-011-002

The archaeological and historical sites potentially affected by the South

Coast Rail project are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section

4.8.3. Peace Haven would not be impacted by the South Coast Rail

project; no mitigation is required. However, the Peace Haven site is

included in a Priority Protection Area, as described in the Corridor Plan.
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N-012-001

While both the Attleboro and Stoughton alternatives would pass through

this segment of the Northeast Corridor, their relative impacts on the

segment differ substantially. The Attleboro Alternatives are expected to

add 38 new daily trains through the segment, while the Stoughton

Alternatives are expected to add 2 new daily trains through the segment.

This is because the Stoughton Alternatives would be an extension of

existing service, while the Attleboro Alternatives would be entirely new

service.
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N-012-002

While both the Attleboro and Stoughton alternatives would pass through

this segment of the Northeast Corridor, their relative impacts on the

segment differ substantially. The Attleboro Alternatives are expected to

add 38 new daily trains through the segment, while the Stoughton

Alternatives are expected to add 2 new daily trains through the segment.

This is because the Stoughton Alternatives would be an extension of

existing service, while the Attleboro Alternatives would be entirely new

service.
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N-012-003

The Attleboro Alternatives were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-012-004

The Attleboro Alternatives were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-012-005

As described in the Technical Memorandum, Network Simulation

Analysis of Proposed 2030 MBTA/Amtrak operations, programmed

MBTA and Amtrak capital improvements already committed for the

Northeast Corridor between Providence and Boston circa year 2030

were included in the simulation model.

 

N-012-006

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1.2 describes the Attleboro

Alternatives and the requirement for the third track along the Northeast

Corridor segment.
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N-012-007

As described DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2, Rail Build

Alternatives, passenger and freight rail services currently operate on the

Northeast Corridor. Passenger services include Amtrak and MBTA. CSX

operates freight from 4:00 AM to 1:00 AM, 7 days per week.

Construction would require that the existing catenary system be de-

energized during the week. Therefore, constructing outside these

operating hours would significantly impact the construction duration for

the Attleboro Alternatives. A third track would not be required between

Canton Junction and Forest Hills.

 

N-012-008

SYSTRA's Network Simulation Analysis of Proposed 2030 MBTA/Amtrak

Operationsdemonstrates that the Stoughton Alternative works without

the need for any additional infrastructure on the Northeast Corridor.  It is

substantially farther from Attleboro to Readville (20 miles) than from

Canton Junction to Readville (5 miles), and there is no need to add trains

to the 2030 No Build condition in order to provide South Coast Rail

Service under the Stoughton Alternative. The third track is not included

in the No-Build because it is not a planned transportation improvement.

 

N-012-009

The Attleboro Alternatives were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-012-010

Smart growth will not be a significant factor in the LEDPA selection.
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N-012-011

While both the Attleboro and Stoughton  alternatives would pass both

utilize a segment of the Northeast Corridor,  their relative impacts on the

segment differ substantially. the Attleboro Alternatives are expected to

add 38 new daily trains through the segment, while the Stoughton

Alternatives are expected to add 2 new daily trains through the segment.

This is because the Stoughton Alternatives would be an extension of

existing service, while the Attleboro Alternatives would be entirely new

service.

 

N-012-012

The South Coast Rail project is not expected to impact rail service from

the Providence, Rhode Island area, currently served by Amtrak along the

Northeast Corridor. That service is not expected to change as a result of

the South Coast Rail project, regardless of which alternative is

implemented.
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N-013-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-014-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-014-002

Regulatory compliance with applicable federal, state, and local programs

is discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapters 4 and 7. The potential

environmental impacts of each alternative on a broad range of resources

is described throughout Chapter 4.

 

N-014-003

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4, and Chapter 7 describe

regulatory compliance requirements of the Massachusetts Wetlands

Protection Act and federal Clean Water Act. Compliance with the

Massachusetts Endangered Species Act and the federal Endangered

Species Act is described in Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.4.

 

N-014-004

A comparison of each alternative’s potential impacts to wetlands is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.5. Avoidance,

minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce or offset unavoidable

wetland impacts are described in Section 4.16.3.6. The cumulative

effects of the project, combined with past, present, and reasonably

foreseeable future actions, on climate change and biodiversity are

described in Chapter 5, Section 5.4.2. The greenhouse gas emissions

reduced by each project alternative are described in Chapter 4, Section

4.9.4.2.1.

 

N-014-005

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth’s goals and the Corps’ and DEP’s permitting processes. 

Large complex projects such as South Coast Rail typically have different

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 309

statements of project purpose adopted by the project proponent and the

regulatory agencies. Project proponents often develop a purpose

statement that broadly defines the objectives and goals of a public

infrastructure project, which may include enhancing a regional

transportation system, improving public safety, improving air quality,

supporting smart growth, contributing to economic growth, or promoting

transportation equity. The proponent’s purpose statement guides the

Commonwealth’s transportation planning and funding decisions.  The

broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with the

MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss “the objectives and benefits of

the project” (301 CMR 11.07(6)).  MassDOT’s project purpose statement

is just that – a statement of the Commonwealth’s objectives in advancing

the project. 

 

N-014-006

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Existing and anticipated future Boston work trips in the corridor are

described in Chapter 2, Section 4.1.

 

N-014-007

The purpose and need for the South Coast Rail project was developed in

consultation with the Interagency Coordinating Group and represents a

consensus of all parties involved. The MassDOT agrees that the issues

you identify (reduced traffic congestion, air pollution, and greenhouse

gas emissions) are anticipated benefits of the project. All MassDOT

goals are not integrated into the South Coast Rail project purpose

statements and are discussed in Chapter 2 as part of the Purpose and

Need.
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N-014-008

The impacts of transit-oriented development and other smart growth

measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are described in

DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. The DEIS/DEIR does not compare the

alternatives based on their smart growth potential.  While the alternatives

would provide varying magnitude of transit-oriented development

potential, each of the alternatives provides opportunities for smart

growth.

 

N-014-009

As required by the Certificate on the ENF, three rail routes (and two

power sources for each) and one highway route, along with the No-Build

Alternative, are analyzed in the DEIS/DEIR. The most recent ridership

analysis is provided in Chapter 3, Section 3.1.7 of the DEIS/DEIR, and

the operations analysis is described in Section 3.2.5.2.1. The draft

railroad simulation is provided on the project website,

mass.gov/southcoastrail.

 

N-014-010

Chapter 3, Section 3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR  provides a preliminary

evaluation of the South Coast Rail alternatives.  This evaluation

considers how the alternatives would meet the project  purpose, how

practicable they are to construct and operate, and the  magnitude of their

environmental impacts and/or benefits.

 

N-014-011

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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N-014-012

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-014-013

The development of alternatives, previous evaluation and screening

efforts, and station site selection are included in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.1.  Section 3.2 describes the alternatives evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR process; Section 3.3 includes a preliminary evaluation of

these alternatives. Substantial single track alignments in the "Southern

Triangle," south of Taunton, are part of each rail alternative evaluated in

the DEIS/DEIR. The other alternatives noted in this comment were

considered and eliminated as not practicable.

 

N-014-014

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded.

 

N-014-015

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.3.5.1., Highway

Corridor Rail Alternatives, constructing commuter rail within the  existing

highway right-of-way has been eliminated from consideration due  to

operational, construction, and environmental impacts.

 

N-014-016

As described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.1.2, Regional Plan, highway

improvement projects such as those proposed along Route 24 were

taken into consideration. A full list of highway improvement projects

included in the South Coast Rail project's background development is

provided in Table 3.2-2.
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N-014-017

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4.1 analyzes the impacts of the No

Build alternative regarding transportation. The "enhanced bus" concept

was developed to include schedule and capacity improvements, but was

found to not meet the project purpose.

 

N-014-018

The alternatives selection criteria described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2 is a reasonable set of parameters developed in collaboration

with the Corps and the Interagency Coordinating Group.

 

N-014-019

The environmental impacts of induced growth are described in the

indirect and cumulative effects analyses, provided DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5,

Sections  5.3 and 5.4, respectively, the analysis was expanded to

include municipalities outside of the initial study area.

 

N-014-020

Reasonably foreseeable traffic impacts of the South Coast Rail

alternatives are presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.

Proposed traffic mitigation measures, associated with the various

alternatives, are presented in Section 4.1.5.  Indirect and cumulative

impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives, including anticipated

growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.
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N-014-021

Detailed cost breakdowns for the alternatives can be found in Section

3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR. Cost per Rider is available in Section 3.3.2.1.

Mitigation costs are included in the cost estimate.

 

N-014-022

The Middleborough Full Alternative has been removed from further

review as it did not meet the Project Purpose.

 

N-014-023

The figures provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16 depict the wetlands and

potential impacts from each of the alternatives based on existing

information, GIS mapping and the current level of project design. Field

verification was used in areas where aerial photographs and topographic

maps provided inconclusive results. Field delineations will be conducted

for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

N-014-024

Functions and values of wetlands along each of the South Coast Rail

alternative alignments, including the Hockomock Swamp, are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.16.2.2. The Hockomock Swamp itself is

described in Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2.2.3. The swamp’s biodiversity

values, including wildlife habitat, are described in Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.2.
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N-014-025

Many of the existing culverts are compromised and, depending upon

which alternative is selected, would be replaced or upgraded to meet

hydrologic and wildlife habitat needs, as described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.3. Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses of

culvert impacts on stream flow will be completed for the LEDPA, when

selected.

 

N-014-026

Replaced or reconstructed culverts would be sized based upon

hydrologic and hydraulic analyses, taking into consideration precipitation

patterns, to minimize flooding.

 

N-014-027

Areas identified as priority habitat are shown in Figures 4.15.3 through

4.15.10 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-014-028

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.1.3, MassDOT

obtained information about rare species from NHESP, NMFS, and

USFWS as part of the assessment of existing conditions within the South

Coast study area. Field surveys were conducted in accordance with

protocols developed with NHESP.

 

N-014-029

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.1.3, MassDOT

obtained information about rare species from NHESP, NMFS, and

USFWS as part of the assessment of existing conditions within the South

Coast study area. Field surveys were conducted in accordance with

protocols developed with NHESP. MassDOT has coordinated with Mass

Audubon staff concerning rare species on the Assonet Cedar Swamp

Sanctuary.
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N-014-030

Swamps crossed by rail lines constructed in the 1800s have reached a

new hydrologic equilibrium; MassDOT does not intend to alter the

current hydrologic regime with any aspect of the South Coast Rail

project.

 

N-014-031

Section 4.14.2 of the DEIS/DEIR, in particular, Section 4.14.2.1.4

Important Bird Areas, describes existing habitat within the South Coast

Rail study area including nesting, breeding and stopover areas for

migratory birds.

 

N-014-032

Potential impacts to protected conservation lands associated with the

South Coast Rail alternatives, including habitat fragmentation, are

described in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-014-033

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2 identifies public drinking

water supply Zone I and Zone II areas traversed by each of the South

Coast Rail alternatives. An analysis of potential impacts to public and

private drinking water water supplies during construction and operation

of the project is also provided, along with a discussion of proposed

mitigation measures.

 

N-014-034

Potential impacts to wetland resources within the Southern Triangle,

from the Fall River Secondary and New Bedford Main lines, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.2. Figures 4.16-

31a through 4.16-32q depict the wetlands and potential impacts within

the Southern Triangle based on existing information, GIS mapping and

the current level of project design. Field verification was used in areas
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where aerial photographs and topographic maps provided inconclusive

results. Field delineations will be conducted for the LEDPA, when

selected.

 

N-014-035

Habitats designated by the NHESP as BioMap Core Habitat and

Supporting Natural Landscapes, and as Living Waters Core Habitat and

Critical Supporting Watersheds, and both Certified Vernal Pools and

Potential Vernal Pools, were considered in the analysis of impacts

provided in Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.  Additional

field surveys would be undertaken for the preferred alternative, if

required by NHESP.

 

N-014-036

The New Bedford Main line alignment through the Assonet Cedar

Swamp was visited by representatives of the Project Team and Mass

Audubon in November 2010. Potential impacts to this wetland area are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.2.

 

N-014-037

Table 4.16-57, in Chapter 4.16 of the DEIS/DEIR, compares the

alternatives’ potential impacts to wetlands bank, bordering vegetated

wetlands, wetlands within ACECs, Outstanding Resources Waters,

bordering land subject to flooding, and riverfront area. The narrative

description of each alternative’s impacts, provided in Section 4.16.3.3,

identifies potential wetlands impacts along each alignment, and includes

potential impacts due to power structures.

 

N-014-038

The South Coast Rail project alternatives’ potential impacts to

biodiversity, including habitat fragmentation within wetland areas such as

the Hockomock Swamp, Acushnet Cedar Swamp, and Assonet Swamp
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are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.5 for each

alternative.

 

N-014-039

EEA agreed that it is not feasible to provide 1"=40' scale plans for each

alternative in the DEIS/DEIR; this would require 1000 sheets per

resource.  Figures in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16 are provided at a scale of

1” = 400’. More detailed drawings, including cross-sections and culvert

designs, will be prepared as part of the final design for the LEDPA, when

selected.

 

N-014-040

The conceptual design of the trestle is provided in Chapter 4.15, Section

4.15.3.6.2 of the DEIS/DEIR. Geotechnical investigations of the railroad

bed would be conducted as part of the design process if one of the

Stoughton Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA.

 

N-014-041

There would be no loss of Atlantic White Cedar swamp or other NHESP

priority natural communities. Proposed mitigation measures for

biodiversity impacts are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section

4.14.3.6.3. A detailed mitigation plan for impacts to biodiversity will be

developed for the LEDPA, when selected, based in part on historical

data of previous replication attempts and including a cost estimate and

implementation schedule.

 

N-014-042

A comparison of each alternative’s potential impacts to wetlands is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.5. Avoidance,

minimization, and mitigation measures to reduce or offset unavoidable

wetland impacts are described in Section 4.16.3.6. Chapter 7 describes

regulatory compliance requirements for the South Coast Rail project,
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including those of the Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act.

MassDOT will coordinate with the local conservation commissions of the

municipalities affected by the LEDPA, when selected.

 

N-014-043

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3 describes the impacts to

state-listed species and their habitats that would potentially result from

any of the South Coast Rail project alternatives. The analysis provides a

comparative evaluation for the set of elements comprising each

alternative: alignment, stations, and layover facilities. Impacts to rare

species have been avoided and minimized to the extent practical, based

on the current level of project design. Unavoidable impacts from each

alternative, for both construction and operation phases, are also

described in the DEIS/DEIR. Further avoidance and minimization

measures may be identified as the design of the LEDPA, when selected,

is advanced.

 

 

N-014-044

Section 4.14.2 of the DEIS/DEIR, describes biodiversity within the South

Coast Rail study area, including nesting, breeding and stopover areas for

migratory birds in Section 4.14.2.1.4 Important Bird Areas. Impacts

to these habitats are described in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. The

CAPS analysis in particular, described in Section 4.14.3.4, describes

potential impacts that may result from loss of open space and migratory

corridors, and habitat fragmentation. Potential mitigation measures are

described in Section 4.14.3.6. Additionally, establishing the Priority

Protection Areas described in the Corridor Plan would mitigate

biodiversity impacts through a comprehensive, region-wide approach to

protecting open spaces.
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N-014-045

Potential impacts to wetland resources within the Southern Triangle from

the Fall River Secondary and New Bedford Main lines are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.2. Potential impacts to vernal

pools are described in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.2, and potential

impacts to rare species are described in Chapter 4.15, Section

4.15.3.2.2.   Project plans indicating potential impacts to wetlands are

provided at a scale of 1” = 400’. More detailed drawings will be prepared

as part of the final design for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

N-014-046

While MassDOT owns the right-of-way along the Southern Triangle that

was previously under CSX control, the freight rail operator on these lines

is Mass Coastal. Design of these corridors would need to accommodate

future passenger and freight rail service. The Southern Triangle has

been designed as a single track with siding tracks to accommodate

commuter rail operations.

 

N-014-047

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with  its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources. Specifics of the

Vegetation Monitoring Plan will be developed for the LEDPA, when

selected.

 

N-014-048

Please see responses to Comment Nos. N-014-045 and N-014-042.

 

N-014-049

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2 identifies public drinking

water supply Zone I and Zone II areas traversed by each of the South
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Coast Rail alternatives. An analysis of potential impacts to public and

private drinking water water supplies during construction and operation

of the project is also provided, along with a discussion of proposed

mitigation measures.

 

 

N-014-050

Conceptual station designs are included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.

The figures provided in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.10

depict wetlands and streams near each proposed station site's footprint.

The figures provided in Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.11 show vernal

pools, and the figures provided in Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3.10

show rare species habitat, near each station's footprint. The designs

minimize impacts to each site through the use of low-impact design

techniques and stormwater detention facilities.

 

N-014-051

The LEDPA, when selected, would be designed and constructed in

compliance with the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards

and Regulations, which are summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17,

Section 4.17.1.2.5. The final design of the LEDPA will incorporate LID

design concepts and include a stormwater management plan.

 

N-014-052

The air quality analysis for emissions from the diesel train alternatives,

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2, includes both

running and idling operations.

 

N-014-053

Specific off-site electric power generating sources have not been

identified for the South Coast Rail electric train alternatives. As
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discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.1.3.3, the project CO2
emissions that would result from the electric trains were calculated using

equations converting estimated electric usage to emission rates based

on accepted factors. The total amount of travel time was calculated for

each train per trip, which includes the time for traveling round-trip plus

the amount of time to move to the layover facility and back to the

terminal station. The projected electric consumption for each train trip

was calculated and then the electric consumption for each train per trip

was then converted into tons of CO2 per year.

 

N-014-054

The potential environmental impacts of induced growth are described in

the secondary (indirect) and cumulative effects analyses for wetlands,

rare species, and wildlife habitat are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5,

Sections 5.3 and 5.4, and in Chapter 4, Sections 4.14, 4.15, and 4.16.

 

N-014-055

A description of proposed mitigation measures for wetlands impacts is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.16.3.6. The wetlands mitigation plan

developed for the LEDPA, when selected, will provide details on

wetlands functions and values, hydrology, and species diversity. Wetland

mitigation goals for each alternative are summarized in Table 4.16-65, in

Section 4.16.3.6.5. Federal and state regulatory requirements include

mitigation ratios, which vary depending upon the wetland characteristics,

ensure a “no-net-loss” of wetlands.

 

N-014-056

MassDOT convened a wetland mitigation group, which included

representatives of Mass Audubon and other environmental advocacy

organizations, to help identify priority wetland restoration sites. A

description of proposed mitigation measures for wetlands impacts is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.16.3.6. Wetlands mitigation site
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locations will be identified for the LEDPA, when selected. Mitigation site

locations would be identified within the watersheds impacted by the

LEDPA, and determined by the project team in coordination with the

appropriate regulatory agencies (US Army Corps of Engineers,

MassDEP) and landowners. The selected sites would prioritize

restoration of wetland habitat.

 

N-014-057

Proposed mitigation measures for unavoidable wetlands impacts are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6. As described in

Section 4.16.3.2.1, to the extent practicable new or replaced culverts

would be designed to comply with the Massachusetts stream crossing

standards.

 

N-014-058

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-014-059

Proposed mitigation measures for unavoidable impacts to threatened or

endangered species are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section

4.15.3.6.4. A detailed mitigation plan for impacts to rare species will be

developed for the LEDPA, when selected, based in part on historical

data about other mitigation efforts. A monitoring and evaluation plan

would be incorporated in the mitigation plan.

 

N-014-060

The DEIS/DEIR has been prepared to meet the requirements of the

Secretary's Certificate on the ENF as well as the general requirements of

MEPA and NEPA.

 

N-014-061
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Impacts to Assonet Cedar Swamp Sancuary are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.
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N-015-001

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives

evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR process. The development of alternatives,

previous evaluation and screening efforts, and station site selection are

included in Section 3.1. Section 3.2 describes the alternatives evaluated

in the DEIS/DEIR process; Section 3.3 includes a preliminary evaluation

of these alternatives. As explained in Section 3.1, Middleborough and

Route 24 rail alternatives were eliminated from further consideration prior

to the DEIS/DEIR process.

 

N-015-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes  the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future  ridership.
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N-015-003

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.  As described in Chapter 3,

Section 3.2.4, and as presented in the tables   in Section 3.2.4.3, the

total number of linked trips per alternative   represents the shift in mode

choice due to a South Coast Rail project   alternative. This number

presents the linked trips increase--trips that,   without the project, would

have been made by car.

 

N-015-004

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes  the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future  ridership.  The section does not provide a list of all the cities and

towns that are included in the model; however, the model area includes

all of eastern Massachusetts, except for the Cape and Islands.

 

N-015-005

The ridership analysis provided by CTPS is based on a travel demand

model, which includes household surveys. These surveys were not

included in the DEIS/DEIR, but can be available upon direct request from

CTPS.

 

N-015-006

MassDOT did not conduct passenger or ground count surveys. The

ridership analysis provided by CTPS is based on a travel demand model,

which includes household surveys. These surveys were not included in

the DEIS/DEIR, but can be available upon direct request from CTPS.

 

N-015-007

Population projections were provided by the SRPEDD Regional Plan. It

was not included in the DEIS/DEIR appendix but it can be provided by

SRPEDD through a direct request to the agency.
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N-015-008

Job growth projections were provided by the SRPEDD Regional Plan. It

was not included in the DEIS/DEIR appendix but it can be provided by

SRPEDD through a direct request to the agency.

 

N-015-009

As summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.4, the travel

demand model compared the economics of using the proposed transit

system to the economics of driving or using existing commuter bus

service. Fares for the "No Build" Alternative were based on the existing

commuter bus monthly fare structure. Fares for the Build Alternatives,

including both rail and Rapid Bus alternatives, were based on the current

MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. Should fares increase, they

would increase similarly for each alternative and would not differentiate

the alternatives. Therefore, fare increases were not considered in the

evaluation of alternatives.

 

N-015-010

Future transportation improvement are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

3 Section 3.2.4.1.2 Regional Plan. Table 3.2-2 summarizes the

transportation projects assumed in the analysis, based on the SRPEDD

and OCPC RTPs.

 

N-015-011

Ridership projections, including the number of people projected to switch

from automobile to transit mode, are presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results. These totals

include riders that would transfer from existing private bus service, as

part of new boardings. New linked trips represent only the auto transfer.

 

N-015-012
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Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives,

including induced traffic, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

N-015-013

Station-specific ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.3.

 

N-015-014

Travel times are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.1.2.1,

Travel Time.

 

N-015-015

Please see response to Comment No. N-015-015. The practicability

measure analysis of the South Coast Rail alternatives is provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.2.

 

N-015-016

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-016-001

A comparison of each alternative’s potential impacts to wetlands is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.5. Section 4.16.4

describes regulatory compliance requirements of the Massachusetts

Wetlands Protection Act and federal Clean Water Act. Chapter 3

contains a comparison of alternatives' performance and feasibility.

 

N-016-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives

evaluated   in the DEIS/DEIR process. The development of alternatives,

previous   evaluation and screening efforts. As described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3,  Section 3.1.3.5.1., Highway   Corridor Rail Alternatives,

constructing commuter rail within the   existing highway right-of-way has

been eliminated from consideration due   to operational, construction,

and environmental impacts. Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and

Alternative 3 (Through Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated

from further review as they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-016-003

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes  the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future  ridership.

 

N-016-004

As summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.4, the travel

demand model compared the economics of using the proposed transit

system to the economics of driving or using existing commuter bus

service. Fares for the "No Build" Alternative were based on the existing

commuter bus monthly fare structure. Fares for the Build Alternatives,

including both rail and Rapid Bus alternatives, were based on the current

MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. Should fares increase, they

would increase similarly for each alternative and would not differentiate
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the alternatives. Therefore, fare increases were not considered in the

evaluation of alternatives.

 

N-016-005

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential environmental

consequences of each alternative for a broad range of resources.

Chapter Section 4.16.4 describes the project's compliance with federal

wetlands regulations.

 

N-016-006

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Project costs for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Tables 3.2-26 and 3.2-33. A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will

describe how the project will be funded.
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N-017-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.

 

N-017-002

We thank MAPC for the agency's active participation in the development

of the Corridor Plan and for its ongoing work to implement the plan. The

Corridor Plan includes a long term development and protection approach

for the 31 cities and towns in the corridor.  It was developed with

significant public input and used the Commonwealth’s Sustainable

Development Principles as its foundation. Ongoing technical assistance

is being provided to implement the Plan’s recommendations.

 

N-017-003

MassDOT agrees with these principles of Transit Oriented Development.

The impacts of transit-oriented development (TOD) and other smart

growth measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are

described in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. TOD and station area

development are discussed beginning on page 65 of the Corridor Plan.

Technical assistance is being provided to the cities and towns to further

plan for TOD at the proposed station areas.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 336

N-017-004

The Commonwealth is providing ongoing technical assistance to the 31

cities and towns to implement zoning changes, including TOD zoning at

the station areas, and anticipates continuing this assistance throughout

the project planning.

 

N-017-005

The Boston South Station High Speed Intercity Passenger Rail Project is

separate and distinct from the South Coast Rail project. As described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.1, the South Station expansion is

part of the No-Build condition for South Coast Rail.

 

N-017-006

Reasonably foreseeable impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives on

transportation systems are presented in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1. These

include impacts to freight rail access.

 

N-017-007

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-017-008

MassDOT regularly consults with Amtrak and freight providers in

planning the South Coast Rail project.
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N-017-009

Existing agreements between the freight operators, Amtrak, and the

Commonwealth would remain in place after the South Coast Rail project

is implemented.

 

N-017-010

The smart growth measures and state commitments are incorporated

into the DEIS/DEIR under Section 5.3.1.3.1.

 

N-017-011

Reasonable foreseeable impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives on

transportation systems are presented in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1. These

include impacts to freight rail access.

 

N-017-012

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded.

 

N-017-013

With the exception of Fall River Depot Station, the conceptual station

designs, provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8 feature surface

parking. However, these designs do not preclude future structured

parking at stations. The demand for parking at stations was estimated

through a regional travel demand modeling process. A explanation of the

methods for anticipating access demand at stations, including parking

demand, is provided in Section 3.2.4.2 of the DEIS/DEIR. The impacts of

transit-oriented development and other smart growth measures

associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are described in

DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5.

 

N-017-014

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of
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the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

N-017-015

Impacts to freight operations from each alternative are discussed in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4.2.2.

 

N-017-016

Amtrak service is not expected to be impacted by operating any

alternative the project. Constructing either of the Attleboro Alternatives, if

selected as the LEDPA, would be scheduled to minimize any effects

during the construction phase.

 

N-017-017

Regional bus operators would provide feeder bus service to the South

Coast Rail stations, as described in DEIS/DEIR, Chapter 3, Section

3.2.5.2.1. 

 

N-017-018

Pedestrian and bike paths within active railroad rights-of-way were not

included in the project for numerous reasons. One main reason is that

proposed track footprints have been reduced to minimize environmental

impacts. Adding additional pathways would widen the right-of-way

footprint, thus incurring additional environmental impacts.

 

N-017-019

South Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas. Pedestrian and

bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations and

connections will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once the LEDPA has been selected.
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N-017-020

Reasonably  foreseeable traffic impacts of the South Coast  Rail

alternatives are  presented in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 4, Section 4.1.4.

Proposed traffic  mitigation measures, associated with the various

alternatives, are  presented in Section 4.1.5.  Detailed mitigation

measures will be further defined in the Final EIS/EIR, once a LEDPA is

selected.  Indirect and cumulative  impacts of the South Coast Rail

alternatives, including anticipated  growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 5. 

 

N-017-021

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 includes an analysis of the

socioeconomic impacts of the project. Smart growth strategies, as

described in the Corridor Plan, would provide a positive effect on

economic development in the South Coast region.
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N-018-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-019-001

The South Coast Rail alternatives' potential impacts to ACECs are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2.

 

N-019-002

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth's goals and the Corps' and DEP's permitting processes.

Large complex projects such as South Coast Rail typically have different

statements of project purpose adopted by the project proponent and the

regulatory agencies.  Project proponents often develop a purpose

statement that broadly defines the objectives and goals of a public

infrastructure project, which may include enhancing a regional

transportation system, improving public safety improving air quality,

supporting smart growth, contributing to economic growth, or promoting

transportation equity. The proponent's purpose statement guides the

Commonwealth's transportation planning and funding decisions. The

broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with the

MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss "the objectives and benefits of

the project" (301 CMR 11.07(6)). MassDOT's project purpose statement

is just that - a statement of the Commonwealth's objectives in advancing

the project.

 

N-019-003

The Secretary's Certificate on the ENF required that the environmental

review include the Attleboro Alternatives.

 

N-019-004

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 provides detailed descriptions of all alternatives. 

Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts of the alternatives to a broad

range of resources. As appropriate, impact discussions are presented for

each municipality.
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N-019-005

A description of wetlands impact avoidance and minimization, and

proposed mitigation measures for unavoidable wetlands impacts is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.6.

 

N-019-006

As described in Section 4.16.4.1.2, construction of any of the Build

Alternatives would require MassDEP to issue a variance from the

Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

 

N-019-007

The potential wetlands impacts from the Stoughton Electric Alternative

and Stoughton Diesel Alternative are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Sections 4.16.3.5.4 and 4.16.3.5.5, respectively.

 

N-019-008

Impacts to wildlife habitat (including birds, amphibians/reptiles,

mammals, insects, fish/shellfish, and plants) that would result from the

South Coast Rail alternatives are described in Section 4.14 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

Potential impacts to habitat fragmentation and function are evaluated in

Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-019-009

The potential water resources impact analysis provided in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3 includes all components of each

alternative: alignments (rail or road), stations, and layover facilities. It

should be noted that toilet waste would be contained in sewage tanks on

the trains, and not discharged to the tracks. Fuel and oil will not be

discharged.
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N-019-010

Compliance with the Massachusetts Wetland Protection Act is described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.4.1. The project’s compliance

with the Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards and

Regulations is provided in Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.5.

 

N-019-011

The environmental impacts associated with each of the South Coast Rail

alternatives, including the Stoughton Alternative, are described in

Chapter 4 of the DEIS/DEIR. There are no new bridges or rights-of-way

associated with the Stoughton Alternative. Bridge improvements,

including widenings associated with this alternative are discussed in

Section 3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-019-012

The Canton Viaduct is located on the Northeast Corridor just south of

Canton Junction, and spans the Neponset River and a local street. 

Because the Stoughton Alternatives connect to the Northeast Corridor at

Canton Junction, it does not use the Canton Viaduct.  The structure on

the Stoughton Line spanning Forge Pond in Canton is a small stone-arch

culvert unrelated to the Canton Viaduct.

 

N-019-013

The potential effects of induced growth on land use and traffic are

described in Sections 5.3.2.1 and 5.3.2.8, respectively, of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 5.

 

N-019-014

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4.2 describes the indirect

transportation effects of the project, including traffic impacts from

automobiles driven to stations. Air quality impacts of personal automobile

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 344

use for this purpose are included in the analysis provided in Chapter 4.9,

Section 4.9.4.
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N-020-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-021-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.

 

N-021-002

The Rapid Bus Alternative was analyzed in the DEIS/DEIR, as required

by the MEPA Certificate and the Corps of Engineers.
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N-022-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-023-001

Thank you for your agency's assistance in the development and

implementation of the Corridor Plan. MassDOT is committed to

continuing station area planning to advance smart growth.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 351

N-023-002

South Coast Rail project stations, as presented in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8, have been conceptually designed to support access by many

modes of transportation, including local, regional and interstate bus

services. Transit agencies and other passenger transportation operators

have been and will continue to be engaged in refining site plans. Transit

agencies and other passenger transportation operators will be engaged

to refine site plans during the Final EIS/EIR phase of this project, once

the LEDPA has been selected.

 

N-023-003

South Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas. Pedestrian and

bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations and

connections will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once a LEDPA has been selected. No new pedestrian grade

crossings are proposed at South Coast Rail stations.
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N-023-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Thank you for your

agency's active involvement in the planning of this project.
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N-024-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-024-002

A summary of the South Coast Rail project public outreach efforts is

provided in Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.4 of the DEIS/DEIR. As the project

continues to progress, the most up-to-date public outreach information is

posted to the project website, at mass.gov/southcoastrail.
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N-024-003

A ridership comparison is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section

3.3.1.1, Ridership Demand. Detailed ridership summaries for each

alternative are provided in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of

Ridership Modeling Results.

 

N-024-004

A conceptual Stoughton Station redesign, as part of the Stoughton rail

alternatives, is included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8. This design

includes relocated platforms. Trains stationed at these platforms would

not block Route 27 or Wyman Street.

 

N-024-005

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

N-024-006

A conceptual Stoughton Station redesign, as part of the Stoughton rail

alternatives, is included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.

 

N-024-007

Table 4.1-79 in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.5.1 lists the specific

traffic mitigation measures at grade crossings that are proposed for

downtown Stoughton.  Improving the circulation of traffic, bicycles, and

pedestrians in downtown Stoughton is beyond the scope of the

DEIS/DEIR, however, the Commonwealth is providing the Town with

technical assistance on these issues.

 

N-024-008

The impacts of transit-oriented development (TOD) and other smart

growth measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are

described in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Chapter 6 of the Corridor Plan
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includes discussion and concept plans for TOD at the proposed station

areas. MassDOT is providing ongoing technical assistance to further

explore and refine plans for the station areas.

 

N-024-009

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.3.2 identifies the South Coast

Rail project's potential impacts to ACECs.  Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3

describes potential impacts to wildlife corridors, and Chapter 4.17,

Section 4.17.3 addresses public drinking water supplies.

 

N-024-010

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section  4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.  Safety measures are outlined in

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.  Safety concerns at specific grade crossings will

be more thoroughly evaluated once the LEDPA has been selected.

 

N-024-011

Conceptual station designs are included in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8.  Stations were designed to avoid impacts to natural resources

to the extent practicable.

 

N-024-012

The impacts of transit-oriented development (TOD) and other smart

growth measures associated with South Coast Rail alternatives are

described in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Chapter 6 of the Corridor Plan

includes discussion and concept plans for TOD at the proposed station

areas. MassDOT is providing ongoing technical assistance to Easton to

further explore and refine plans for the station areas.

 

N-024-013

Proposed stations along the South Coast Rail project do not have any
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new pedestrian at-grade crossings. The existing stations at Canton

Center and Stoughton would utilize existing roadway grade crossings for

platform access.

 

N-024-014

Section 4.1 in the DEIS/DEIR discusses the analysis performed for the

existing roadways and intersections. Traffic data and safety analysis is

discussed Section 4.1.2.4.2.

 

N-024-015

MassDOT has been working with the study area communities and

others, and will continue to do so.

 

N-024-016

Rapid Bus and the other Build alternatives are evaluated in Section 3.3.

Should this alternative be selected as the the LEDPA, MassDOT is

coordinating with the RTAs and private operators as the design

advances.

 

N-024-017

South Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas. Pedestrian and

bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations and

connections will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once the LEDPA has been selected.

 

N-024-018

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded and will be released after the LEDPA is selected.
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N-024-019

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded and will be released after the LEDPA is selected.

 

N-024-020

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-024-021

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-024-022

A conceptual Stoughton Station redesign, as part of the Stoughton rail

alternatives, is included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8. This design

includes relocated platforms. Trains stationed at these platforms would

not block Route 27 or Wyman Street.

 

N-024-023

The Stoughton Station is being considered in the Corridor Plan for the

Commonwealth's technical assistance planning for downtown

revitalization.

 

N-024-024

Chapter 3, Sections 3.2.4.3.5 and 3.2.5.3.1 of the DEIS/DEIR discusses

the ridership and operations, respectively, of the Rapid Bus Alternative.

 

N-024-025
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A description of the Rapid Bus Alternative and conceptual designs are

presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.

 

N-024-026

The Rapid Bus Alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section

3.2, including a detailed description of the improvements to Route 24

(and other highways) that would be required to construct the reversible

lanes. If the Rapid Bus Alternative is selected as the LEDPA, the design

of the required improvements would be integrated, as appropriate, with

the recommendations of the Route 24 Interstate Conversion Study.

 

N-024-027

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2.13 of the DEIS/DEIR, if either

of the Attleboro Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA, constructing the

third track alongside the existing Northeast Corridor tracks would be

scheduled for night-time work so as to avoid interfering with existing

service on that route. If one of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the

Whittenton variations) is selected as the LEDPA, connecting the rebuilt

Stoughton Line along the abandoned segment is not expected to

interfere with existing service that currently terminates at the Stoughton

Station.

 

N-024-028

OCPC has participated in the secondary growth and greenhouse gas

planning team and has been actively involved in the study, as has

MAPC.

 

N-024-029

A MassHighway Access Permit is not required as this is a MassDOT

project.
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N-024-030

The combined NEPA and MEPA process documented in the DEIS/DEIR

is described in Chapter 2.

 

N-024-031

MassDOT will request that the MEPA office allow an extended comment

period for the DEIR.
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N-025-001

Chapter 2, Section 2.21 of the DEIS/DEIR provides the Corps basic

project purpose statement.

 

N-025-002

The project purpose and need, described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 2,

Section 2.2, has been agreed upon by the Corps, MEPA Office,

Secretary of the EEA, and cooperating agencies. The LEDPA has not

yet been selected.
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N-025-003

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth's goals and the Corps' and DEP's permitting processes.

Large complex projects such as South Coast Rail typically have different

statements of project purpose adopted by the project proponent and the

regulatory agencies.  Project proponents often develop a purpose

statement that broadly defines the objectives and goals of a public

infrastructure project, which may include enhancing a regional

transportation system, improving public safety improving air quality,

supporting smart growth, contributing to economic growth, or promoting

transportation equity. The proponent's purpose statement guides the

Commonwealth's transportation planning and funding decisions. The

broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with the

MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss "the objectives and benefits of

the project" (301 CMR 11.07(6)). MassDOT's project purpose statement

is just that - a statement of the Commonwealth's objectives in advancing

the project.

 

N-025-004

The thresholds established by the Commonwealth to review the

alternatives considered for the South Coast Rail are not arbitrary and

were approved by a range of interested parties. As described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.2.1, an initial range of 65 potential

alternatives was identified by reviewing previous studies and soliciting

input from the MBTA, the Interagency Coordinating Group, the

Commuter Rail Task Force, and interested stakeholders. The

alternatives screening process described in the balance of Section 3.1

and as required by the Secretary's Certificate on the ENF resulted in the

alternatives subjected to the environmental review presented in the

entire DEIS/DEIR.
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N-025-005

Seven build alternatives, including the Rapid Bus Alternative, are

described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5, and the environmental impacts of

each alternative are described in the various sections of Chapter 4.

 

N-025-006

The potential environmental effects of smart growth are described in

Section 5.3.2 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

N-025-007

South Coast Rail smart growth measures and the Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's

Smart Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides

supportive grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this

Section. The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described

in Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

 

N-025-008

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.2 defined the South Coast Rail study area as

including all of the communities that would be served by, or could be

impacted by, the proposed South Coast Rail alternatives. These are the

communities that the proposed railroad or highway alignments pass

through or near, and that would be served by proposed stations.

 

N-025-009

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.2 defined the South Coast Rail study area as

including all of the communities that would be served by, or could be

impacted by, the proposed South Coast Rail alternatives. These are the

communities that the proposed railroad or highway alignments pass

through or near, and that would be served by proposed stations. The
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regional travel demand modeling and ridership estimating effort is

described in Section 3.2.4, and reflects the proximity of the towns to the

nearby train stations. Additional discussion of ridership modeling is

provided in Chapter 4.1 – Transportation (Affected Environment and

Environmental Consequences). Technical background information

regarding ridership modeling is included in the Alternatives Appendix.

 

N-025-010

The referenced 8,000 riders represents commuters from the region,

which includes all of the communities that would be served by the South

Coast Rail project. 

 

N-025-011

The inputs to the ridership model used for the South Coast Rail project

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2. Ridership

demand, including 2000 Journey-to-Work data, for each alternative is

described in Section 3.3.1.1.
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N-025-012

The purpose and need for the South Coast Rail project are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 2, Sections 2.2.1 and 2.2.2, respectively, and an

indirect effect of the project would be economic development of the

South Coast region. As described in Section 2.2.2.10, the South Coast

Rail project would provide opportunities for the New Bedford and Fall

River labor force to access Boston employment markets as well as

create new economic development on the South Coast. A description of

each alternative’s ability to meet the project purpose is provided in

Chapter 3, Section 3.3.1.

 

N-025-013

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 describes all of the alternatives considered, and

Chapter 4 describes the potential environmental impacts of each build

alternative. Alternative 2-- through Middleborough-- has been eliminated

from further review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

N-025-014

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4, and as presented in the tables

in Section 3.2.4.3, the total number of linked trips per alternative

represents the shift in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail project

alternative. This number presents the linked trips increase--trips that,

without the project, would have been made by car.
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N-025-015

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4, and as presented

in the tables in Section 3.2.4.3, the total number of linked trips per

alternative represents the shift in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail

project alternative. This number presents the linked trips increase--trips

that, without the project, would have been made by car. Furthermore, as

modeled in Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2, this reduction in traffic is

expected to improve air quality in the region.
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N-025-016

Detailed information on costs can be found in Section 3.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR and costs per rider data is in Section 3.3.2.1. Projected costs

per rider for each alternative (including  infrastructure construction, land

acquisition, environmental mitigation, brownfield site remediation and

other construction elements based on the more refined preliminary

engineering design as well as the cost of operating and maintaining the

system) are provided in Table 3.3-12.
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N-025-017

The Rapid Bus Alternative is described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1.5,

and potential environmental impacts to various resources are described

throughout Chapter 4.

 

N-025-018

Traffic modeling indicates that 133,778,821 vehicle miles would be

traveled on an average workday in 2030 under the No-Build Alternative.

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.1 explains that all of the Build

Alternatives would result in fewer VMT and lower CO2 emissions. An

evaluation of traffic impacts from induced growth in provided in Chapter

5, Section 5.3.2.8.

 

N-025-019

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4 presents the results of the

mesoscale and microscale modeling, demonstrating that the project

would result in an improvement in demonstrates that all alternatives for

the proposed the South Coast Rail project would result in a decrease of

VOC, NOx, CO, CO2, PM2.5, and PM10 emissions, as compared to the

No-Build Alternative.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 369

N-025-020

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4 provides a comparison of the air

quality in the region that would result from each alternative; these results

include emissions from diesel-powered trains, off-site generation sources

for electric-powered trains, and automobile emissions.

 

N-025-021

Air quality for the Alternatives are compared in Section 4.9 of the

DEIS/DEIR. At this time, the rail comparisons assume either electric or

diesel alternatives, and the Rapid Bus alternative assumes diesel fuel.

Hybrid diesel fuels would be analyzed after a LEDPA has been

selected. There are no transit alternatives that do not use, directly or

indirectly, fossil fuels.

 

N-025-022

The Commonwealth took a fresh look at all alternatives, which is

documented in the extensive Phase 1 review of 65 alternatives, detailed

in Chapter 3. Some previous work on the Stoughton Alternative could be

used if selected as the LEDPA, and would reduce the cost and time

needed for the design phase.
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N-025-023

Developing around transit nodes is one of the central activities of the

Commonwealth's smart growth Corridor Plan. Encouraging development

around stations is not the same as encouraging development in the open

space between stations.

 

N-025-024

On February 17, 2009, MassDOT issued supplemental analysis to the

ENF that provided South Coast Travel Demand Analysis Results. These

results were used to evaluate the ENF alternatives. The Interagency

Coordinating Group approved each stage of this analysis.

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth's goals and the Corps' and DEP's permitting processes.

The broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with

the MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss "the objectives and benefits

of the project" (301 CMR 11.07(6)). MassDOT's project purpose

statement is just that - a statement of the Commonwealth's objectives in

advancing the project.

The Corps' Basic Project Purpose, as defined in the Section 404(b)(1)

Guidelines, is intended to establish whether the project is water

dependent.
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N-025-025

The February 17, 2009 “South Coast Rail Travel Demand Analysis

Results”  memorandum summarized the ridership projections for each of

the ENF  alternatives, which was used to determine how well the

alternatives  would meet the project purpose. Alternative 2 (Through

Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through Attleboro/Middleborough)

have been eliminated from further review as they do not meet the project

purpose.

 

N-025-026

The 4-year time-frame was established by Governor Patrick's South

Coast Rail, A Plan for Action, and is a reasonable construction.

 

N-025-027

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-025-028

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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N-025-029

Alternative 2-- through Middleborough-- has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose. MassDOT also evaluated

an alternative that combines Middleborough Simple and the Rapid Bus,

which is presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.8.

 

N-025-030

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-025-031

The "No Build" Alternative was included as part of the evaluation of

South Coast Rail alternatives and is described in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2. 

 

N-025-032

Potential impacts to the Hockomock Swamp from the Stoughton

Alternatives electric and diesel-powered options are discussed in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.5 and 4.16.3.3.6,

respectively. Potential mitigation measures, including the 1.8-mile long

trestle, are discussed in Section 4.16.3.6 and Chapter 7.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 373

N-025-033

The DEIS/DEIR, consistent with the MassDEP reference cited, considers

train layover and maintenance facilities to be a land use with a high

potential for pollutant loading.

 

N-025-034

Most pollutants generated by train operations would be adsorbed

(attached) to the surface of the stone ballast supporting the rail ties.

 

N-025-035

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.5, the Zone II

areas crossed by the Stoughton Line already contain developed areas

and residential neighborhoods that are likely to have much larger

impacts on water quality than a rail corridor. No Zone I areas would be

affected by the construction on this line. This section also describes the

potential risk that the Stoughton Alternatives present to the drinking

water supply provided by the Hockomock Swamp. Expansion of freight

service is not currently planned for the Stoughton Line segment between

Stoughton and Taunton. Any future freight service on the MBTA's right-

of-way would be required to undergo MEPA review and to address

potential effects on public water supplies.
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N-025-036

Potential impacts to surface water and groundwater quality from the rail

alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Sections

4.17.3.3.2 through 4.17.3.3.8. Water quality monitoring in vernal pools

along the Greenbush Line has shown little variation between vernal

pools located along the right-of-way and control sites (Woodlot

Alternatives, Inc. 2006. Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority,

Greenbush Rail Line, 2005 Vernal Pool and Spotted Turtle Monitoring

Report).

 

N-025-037

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.41.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources. Specifics of the

Vegetation Monitoring Plan will be developed for the LEDPA, when

selected. If one of the Stoughton Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA,

MassDOT has committed to establishing "no-spray" zones within the

Hockomock Swamp.

 

N-025-038

The potential impacts to Hockomock Swamp wetlands from the

Stoughton Alternatives' electric- and diesel-powered options are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.5 and

4.16.3.3.6, respectively.
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N-025-039

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.2.2, the state-

listed species are rare state-wide, not just in the Hockomock Swamp.

Additionally, the CAPS analysis did not show that the Stoughton

Alternatives would have severe deleterious effects on the Hockomock

Swamp. Finally, as described in Section 4.14.2.2.3, the existing,

abandoned Stoughton Line alignment is an elevated landform comprised

of railroad ballast and sand; it is not a flooded dirt path.

 

N-025-040

Comment noted.

 

N-025-041

The potential wetlands impacts from the Stoughton Electric Alternative

and Stoughton Diesel Alternative are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.16, Sections 4.16.3.5.4 and 4.16.3.5.5, respectively. Wetland functions

and values are described in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR, including the Hockomock Swamp. Potential impacts to

biodiversity, including habitat fragmentation and edge effects, are

described in Chapter 4.14, Sections 4.14.3.2.5 and 4.14.3.4.

 

N-025-042

Potential impacts from each South Coast Rail alternative to all regulatory

classifications of wetlands, based on the current level of design, are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.

 

N-025-043

The perennial stream along the Stoughton Line railroad bed in the

Hockomock Swamp is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.2.2.4.
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N-025-044

Potential wetland impacts for each of the South Coast Rail alternatives

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3. The figures

provided in Chapter 4.16 depict the wetlands and potential impacts from

each of the alternatives based on existing information, GIS mapping and

the current level of project design. Field verification was used in areas

where aerial photographs and topographic maps provided inconclusive

results. Field delineations will be conducted for the LEDPA, when

selected, to refine the impact analyses. The methodology for calculating

wetland impacts was agreed upon by the Corps and MEPA.

 

N-025-045

Wetland impacts that would result from each of the South Coast Rail

alternatives are discussed in Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Wildlife habitat impacts in the Hockomock Swamp that

would result from the Stoughton Alternatives are described in Chapter

4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.5.

 

N-025-046

Figure 4.10-3 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Section 4.10.2, depicts

the Assonet Cedar Swamp Wildlife Sanctuary and the existing New

Bedford Main Line alignment. Some vegetation along the track may be

removed and some culverts replaced to accommodate the planned

railroad upgrades. Removing vegetation along the existing railroad bed

would not create a barrier to wildlife movement or affect the wildlife

habitat function of the swamp, and replacing the culverts would not

impact the waterways. Based on GIS-level wetland mapping and the

current conceptual design, wetland impacts within the swamp have been

limited to 0.5 acre.

 

N-025-047

The Stoughton Line would potentially impact habitat for five rare species
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within the Hockomock Swamp ACEC as determined by NHESP. Other

state-listed rare species would not be impacted for a variety of reasons,

including lack of habitat in the vicinity of the rail alignment.

 

N-025-048

The proposed trestle length is approximately 1.8 miles, increased from

the approximate 1-mile length proposed in the ENF. The trestle would

elevate the tracks above the abandoned railroad bed 4 to 6 feet, allowing

for passage of animals underneath the tracks. The proposed trestle

location is depicted in Figures 4.15-24a and 4.15-24b of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.15.

 

N-025-049

Potential wildlife impacts associated with the South Coast Rail

alternatives, including neotropical migrants, forest interior species, and

breeding birds, are described in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-025-050

The Hockomock Swamp is identified as a PPA in the Corridor Plan (pg

45). MassDOT did not designate the PPAs. As described in the various

resource sections of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, impacts to the environment

that would result from the South Coast Rail project would be mitigated in

accordance with regulatory requirements.

 

N-025-051

Chapter 5 of the South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use

Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan), published in July 2009, quantifies the

expected economic effects of the South Coat Rail project. Chapter 6 of

the Corridor Plan explores the potential for transit-oriented development

and smart growth implementation.

Chapter 2 of the DEIS/DEIR provides a description of the purpose of,
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and need for, the proposed project.  Chapter 3 of the

DEIS/DEIR describes all components of the project alternatives.

Please note that the Corps will not identify a Least Environmentally

Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA) until after reviewing and

considering all public comments on the DEIS.
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N-026-001

As provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 2, Section 2.2.1, MassDOT’s stated

purpose for the South Coast Rail project is “to more fully meet the

existing and future demand for public transportation between Fall

River/New Bedford and Boston, MA, and to enhance regional mobility,

while supporting smart growth planning and development strategies in

the affected communities.”   Employment benefits from the project

include increased access to jobs in the Boston metropolitan area, based

on reduced travel time and increased mobility, as described for each

alternative in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.1.1 and analyzed in the 2009

South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plan.

 

N-026-002

The South Coast Rail project will improve mobility for residents of the

South Coast region and provide choices for more affordable housing

markets to Greater Boston residents. As described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 5, Section 5.3, an indirect effect of the project is expected to be

induced population growth, particularly in New Bedford and Fall River.
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N-026-003

The Corridor Plan provides an analysis of the economic benefits of the

project. The potential socioeconomic impacts of the project, both

adverse and beneficial, are described for each alternative in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.4. The indirect and cumulative effects to

socioeconomic resources are described in Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.9

and 5.4.3, respectively.

 

N-026-004

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4, and as presented in the tables

in Section 3.2.4.3, the total number of linked trips per alternative

represents the shift in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail project

alternative. This number presents the linked trips increase--trips that,

without the project, would have been made by car.

 

N-026-005

Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives,

including anticipated traffic growth, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

5.
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N-026-006

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4, and as presented in the tables

in Section 3.2.4.3, the total number of linked trips per alternative

represents the shift in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail project

alternative. This number presents the linked trips increase--trips that,

without the project, would have been made by car.
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N-026-007

Qualitative analyses of the secondary and cumulative effects of the

project on air quality are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Sections

5.3.2.7 and 5.4.1, respectively. This analysis was completed for the

electric train options for the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives, as well

as the diesel-powered Rapid Bus Alternative, comparing the baseline,

build with mitigation, and build without mitigation scenarios. The train

alternatives would result in an improvement in ambient air quality (based

on concentrations of the "criteria pollutants") and CO2, while the Rapid

Bus Alternative would result in an improvement in regional air quality but

a nominal increase of CO2 emissions, under the two build scenarios.

 

N-026-008

Federal conformity rules require evaluation of construction-period

emissions for projects over 5 years in duration. The Stoughton,

Whittenton, and Rapid Bus Alternatives would require an estimated 4 to

4.5 years to construct, while the Attleboro Alternatives would require an

estimated 7 years. If the Attleboro Alternative is selected as the LEDPA

an analysis of construction-period emissions would be conducted. As

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.3.2, MassDOT would

require construction contractors to adhere to all applicable regulations

regarding control of construction vehicle emissions.
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N-026-009

An analysis of TODs in other communities was not required by the

Secretary's Certificate on the ENF and is not normally part of the Corps'

environmental review under NEPA.
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N-026-010

The potential economic impacts of the project on property values, both

positive and negative, are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section

5.4.3.3.

 

N-026-011

The Corridor Plan includes an economic analysis developed by a firm

with recognized economic expertise. Socioeconomic impacts to Fall

River and New Bedford, along with the other communities within the

South Coast Rail study area, are described in Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3

of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-026-012

As summarized in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2.4, the travel

demand model compared the economics of using the proposed transit

system to the economics of driving or using existing commuter bus

service. Fares for the "No Build" Alternative were based on the existing

commuter bus monthly fare structure. Fares for the Build Alternatives,

including both rail and Rapid Bus alternatives, were based on the current

MBTA commuter rail monthly fare structure. Should fares increase, they

would increase similarly for each alternative and would not differentiate

the alternatives. Therefore, fare increases were not considered in the

evaluation of alternatives.

 

N-026-013

Future transportation improvement are discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

3, Section 3.2.4.1.2, Regional Plan. Transportation improvements

included in the modeling for the South Coast Rail alternatives are those

highway improvement projects most likely to be built by 2030 and which

are included in the most recent Regional Transportation Plans. Table

3.2-2 summarizes the transportation projects assumed in the analysis,

based on the SRPEDD and OCPC RTPs.
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N-026-014

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA/NEPA process, along

with the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton

variation).
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N-026-015

Travel time input parameters are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1,

Section 4.1.4.2.1. Inputs such as transportation time to or waiting time at

stations are not included, consistent with other ridership and transit

modeling in eastern Massachusetts.

 

N-026-016

The projected on-time performance of each alternative is described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.2.3. The MBTA System Wide

Commuter Rail On-Time Performance for calendar year 2008 ranged

from 78 to 95 percent.

 

N-026-017

A summary of capital costs for the alternatives, which includes

contingencies, is provided in Section 3.2.5.2.12 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-026-018

The capital costs of the alternatives can be found in Section 3.2.5.2.12 of

the DEIS/DEIR and comparisons of cost per rider in Section 3.3.2.1.
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N-026-019

A detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded and will be released after the LEDPA is selected. Chapter 3,

Section 3.3.2.1 of the DEIS/DEIR discusses the projected operating

costs, on a per-rider basis, of the South Coast Rail project alternatives.
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N-026-020

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results. As

described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4, and as presented in the tables  in

Section 3.2.4.3, the total number of linked trips per alternative

represents the shift in mode choice due to a South Coast Rail project

alternative. This number presents the linked trips increase--trips that,

without the project, would have been made by car.
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N-027-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-028-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-029-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-029-002

The DEIS/DEIR evaluates the Attleboro, Stoughton, and Whittenton rail

alternatives for both electric and diesel operation as well as the Rapid

Bus Alternative.

 

N-029-003

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-029-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-029-005

Running DMUs was investigated in the Phase 1 alternatives analysis.

Because this more frequent transit service would run on the same track

infrastructure as the commuter rail, such service would demand double-

tracking on the Fall River Secondary and New Bedford Main Line. This

would result in increased wetland impact.

 

N-029-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-029-007

The potential cumulative effects analyses for air and water resources are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Section 5.4.1 and 5.4.7. Additional

information on the cumulative effects on air quality is provided in Chapter

4, Section 4.9.
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N-029-008

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3. The ridership model was based,

in part, on demographic data obtained from each of the regional transit

agencies through which the South Coast Rail alternatives pass. The

model is consistent with that used for projecting ridership for other transit

projects in Massachusetts.

 

N-029-009

The ridership model presented in the ENF was updated for the

DEIS/DEIR based on the latest available data. Ridership estimates for

each of the Build Alternatives are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2.4.3. Section 3.3.1.1, Table 3.3-2 compares the projected

ridership demand for each alternative. 

 

N-029-010

The background traffic growth rate in each community is provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.2.4, Table 4.1.5. Chapter 5, Section

5.3.2.8.1 discusses the traffic growth that would occur within the South

Coast region under three scenarios: No-Build, Build without mitigation

("business as usual"), and Build with mitigation ("smart growth"). This

analysis includes traffic resulting from growth induced by the project.

 

N-029-011

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.2, Ridership Model Inputs,

describes the elements and assumptions the model uses to estimate

future ridership. Although some riders from outside an 8-mile radius

of the stations, including outside of Massachusetts, are expected to use

the South Coast Rail, the number of these riders is expected to be

minimal and would not differentiate between the alternatives. 
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N-029-012

Ridership projects were based on 2009 gas prices, fares, and parking

fees. Should these increase, each alternative would be equally effected.

Since the increase would not differentiate the alternatives, increases

were not considered.

 

N-029-013

An analysis of improved access to jobs (basic, service, and retail)

provided by each alternative was conducted by CTPS, as described in

Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.3.12 of the DEIS/DEIR. The analysis included

the Back Bay, Cambridge, and other work destinations.

 

N-029-014

Land takings required for the Rapid Bus Alternative were evaluated and

are summarized in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.3.5.  The land acquisition

cost for the Rapid Bus Alternative is estimated to be approximately $13

million. The project also considered all Regional Transportation Plan

improvement projects in the planning and conceptual design of the Rapid

Bus Alternative.

 

N-029-015

A detailed discussion of the construction requirements for the Rapid Bus

Alternative is provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.3.7.

 

N-029-016

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-029-017

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.3.2, Rapid Bus Infrastructure

Improvements, provides a summary of interchange and bridge

improvements required for this alternative. Table 3.2-33 summarizes the
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total infrastructure cost and which includes land acquisition at

interchanges.

 

N-029-018

The Rapid Bus Alternative is analyzed in Section 3.2.5.3 of the

DEIS/DEIR, including highway improvements, cost estimates, and cost

effectiveness.

 

N-029-019

The mesoscale air modeling described in Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.1.3.3

of the  DEIS/DEIR was based in part on the ridership analysis and

therefore includes mode shift from personal automobile to mass transit

for each alternative, including Rapid Bus. Trips eliminated by TOD or

pedestrian errands were not taken into consideration as available air

emissions modeling does not include these factors.

 

N-029-020

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.3.1.2.2 describes the proposed service

plan which is equivalent to the MBTA's service on other commuter rail

lines serving environmental justice communities. Environmental justice

communities have been identified in the DEIS/DEIR in accordance with

federal and state definitions. Benefits to environmental justice

communities, in terms of increased access to tranist and decreased

travel times to jobs, educational institutions, and hospitals are described

in Chapter 4.4, Section 4.4.3.12 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-029-021

Figures depicting potential resource impacts from each of the

alternatives are provided in Chapter 4 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-029-022

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3 describes the potential impacts to

cultural resources (comprised of archaeological and historical resources)

within the South Coast Rail project area.

 

N-029-023

Parties consulted during the cultural resources investigations are

discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.1.1. The Corps has

initiated consultation with Native American tribes.

 

N-029-024

The detailed noise and vibration analyses provided in Sections 4.6

and 4.7 of the DEIS/DEIR, respectively, are based on and comply

with the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Guidelines.

 

N-029-025

Potential wetland impacts for each of the South Coast Rail alternatives

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3. Potential

impacts to biodiversity, including ecosystem relationships, are described

in Chapter 4.14, Sections 4.14.3.2 and 4.14.3.4.

 

N-029-026

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.2.1, the impact

estimates for BLSF (floodplains) are based on FEMA flood mapping.

Hydrologic and hydraulic analyses will be completed to generate more

accurate mapping and flood elevation contours for final design of the

LEDPA, when selected.

 

N-029-027

Section 4.14.2 of the DEIS/DEIR provides detailed information

about Biomap Core Habitats in the project area, including the

Hockomock Swamp (Biomap reference number BM1166 and shown on
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Figure 4.14-7) and the Assonet Cedar Swamp (Biomap reference

number BM1229 and shown on Figures 4.14-3 and 4.14-4). Both areas

are identified as Atlantic White Cedar swamps. Potential impacts of

the South Coast Rail alternatives on biological diversity within the

Hockomock and Assonet Cedar Swamps, and mitigation measures to

address adverse impacts are evaluated in Section 4.14.3 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Wetland functions and values are discussed in Section 4.16

of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

N-029-028

Potential impacts to the broad range of resources considered in Chapter

4 of the DEIS/DEIR include those that may result from construction and

operation of the Southern Triangle for the South Coast Rail.

 

N-029-029

ROW maintenance is done in accordance with an approved Vegetation

Management Plan (VMP) and Yearly Operating Plans (YOP) that are

reviewed by the Department of Food and Agriculture (DFA) and made

available for public comment.

 

N-029-030

The Fall River Secondary, paralleling Main Street through Freetown,

would not cross any ground water protection areas (Zone I, Zone II, etc.)

or discharge any stormwater. Depending upon the location of the

resource, the South Coast Rail project may preclude its development as

a drinking water supply. If the new source is developed as drinking water

supply, MassDOT will consult with MassDEP and Freetown during the

design process to ensure appropriate protection.

 

N-029-031

South  Coast Rail project stations, as presented in DEIS/DEIR Section

3.2.5.2.8, have been conceptually designed to support access to many
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modes of transportation. These modes include other transit services,

such as local, regional, and interstate bus services. Existing project  area

transit services are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.1, Section

4.1.3.1.1. Bus accommodations within station sites will be further

evaluated  during the Final EIS/EIR phase of this project, after the

LEDPA is selected. Transit agencies and passenger transportation

operators will be engaged in this evaluation process.

 

N-029-032

Improvements to the regional transit service is a key goal of the South

Coast Rail project. Impacts to and coordination with existing regional

transit providers is discussed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5. As

discussed in Section 3.2.5.2.1, current bus operators would provide

enhanced feeder bus service to the proposed stations for the selected

build alternative.

 

N-029-033

GATRA's existing transit service in the South Coast study area is

described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.1.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-030-001

South Coast Rail demographic forecasts were created by the local

Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs) in the model area, such as the

Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District

(SRPEDD), Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan

Area Planning Council (MAPC) for use in the most recently adopted

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). DEIS/DEIR Table 3.2-2

summarizes the transportation projects assumed in the analysis, based

on the SRPEDD and OCPC RTPs, and does include these projects.

 

N-030-002

South Coast Rail demographic forecasts were created by the local

Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs) in the model area, such as the

Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District

(SRPEDD), Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan

Area Planning Council (MAPC) for use in the most recently adopted

Regional Transportation Plan (RTP). While Mansfield Station

improvements may not have the support of the Mansfield Selectmen,

they cannot be excluded from the travel demand model unless they are

excluded from the RTP.

 

N-030-003

South Coast Rail demographic forecasts were created by the local

Regional Planning Agencies (RPAs) in the model area, such as the

Southeastern Regional Planning and Economic Development District

(SRPEDD), Old Colony Planning Council (OCPC), and Metropolitan

Area  Planning Council (MAPC) for use in the most recently adopted

Regional  Transportation Plan (RTP). While Attleboro Station

improvements may not  have the support of the Attleboro Selectmen,

they cannot be excluded  from the travel demand model unless they are

excluded from the RTP.
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N-031-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

N-031-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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N-032-001

As required by the Secretary's Certificate, the Attleboro rail alternatives,

with both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Alternative 2 – Through Middleborough and other

Middleborough rail alternatives have been eliminated from further review

as they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-032-002

Alternative 2 – Through  Middleborough and other Middleborough rail

alternatives have been  eliminated from further review as they do not

meet the project purpose. As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Stoughton rail alternatives, with both diesel and electric commuter rail

modes, were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these

alternatives that follow the Whittenton Branch through the City of

Taunton were also evaluated.
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N-032-003

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 presents the South Coast Rail alternatives. The

development of alternatives, previous evaluation and screening efforts,

and station site selection are included in Section 3.1. Section 3.2

describes the alternatives evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR process, which

include the No Build Alternative, Stoughton alternatives, and the Rapid

Bus Alternative. Section 3.3 includes a preliminary evaluation of these

alternatives. A detailed review of environmental consequences

associated with each alternative is presented in Chapter 4.
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N-033-001

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth's goals and the Corps' and DEP's permitting processes.

Large complex projects such as South Coast Rail typically have different

statements of project purpose adopted by the project proponent and the

regulatory agencies.  Project proponents often develop a purpose

statement that broadly defines the objectives and goals of a public

infrastructure project, which may include enhancing a regional

transportation system, improving public safety improving air quality,

supporting smart growth, contributing to economic growth, or promoting

transportation equity. The proponent's purpose statement guides the

Commonwealth's transportation planning and funding decisions. The

broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with the

MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss "the objectives and benefits of

the project" (301 CMR 11.07(6)). MassDOT's project purpose statement

is just that - a statement of the Commonwealth's objectives in advancing

the project.

 

N-033-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3 summarizes a comprehensive needs analysis

based on ridership projections prepared by the Central Transportation

Planning Staff (CTPS).
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N-033-003

The development of alternatives, previous evaluation and screening

efforts, and station site selection are included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.1. 

Enhanced Bus was included in the "No Build" Alternative. Feeder bus

service was evaluated for all the Build Alternatives. Light rail alternatives,

although considered, were eliminated in the Phase I analysis.

 

N-033-004

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

N-033-005

Detailed cost breakdowns, including capital, operating, and maintenance

costs, for the alternatives can be found in Section 3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

A detailed Finance Plan will describe how the project will be funded and

will be released after the publication of the DEIS/DEIR and selection of

the LEDPA.

 

N-033-006

MassDOT is providing ongoing technical assistance to the affected cities

and towns to implement smart growth. The impacts of transit-oriented

development and other smart growth measures associated with South

Coast Rail alternatives are described in DEIS/DEIR Section 5.2.1.5.
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N-033-007

Permitting for the South Coast Rail project would be conducted during

final design, in coordination with applicable local, state, and federal

regulatory and permitting agencies. Permitting and final design would

occur after completion of the NEPA process.

The project (regardless of selected alternative) would require a wetland

variance, which can only be issued by the commissioner of MA DEP.

However, MassDOT is committed to working closely with the

conservation commissions to gather local expertise on wetlands.

 

N-033-008

The existing environmental conditions within the South Coast study area

are described in the various resource sections of Chapter 4 of the

DEIS/DEIR. Wetland resources, including functions and values, are

specifically described in Section 4.16.2.1.3. Wetlands were delineated by

aerial photograph review and MassGIS mapping and, in certain

locations, field verification. Complete wetlands delineations of the

LEDPA will be conducted when the alternative is selected. 

 

N-033-009

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts to the listed

resources in Hockomock Swamp from construction and operation of any

of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations).
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N-033-010

Adverse impacts to resources would be avoided, minimized, or mitigated

in accordance with regulatory requirements. Based on the current level

of design, the measures taken to avoid or minimize impacts, as well as

proposed mitigation measures to offset unavoidable impacts, are

described in each resource section of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4, as

appropriate. A detailed mitigation plan for each adversely affected

resource will be developed for the LEDPA, when selected, based in part

on cost and feasibility.
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N-034-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-034-002

Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been eliminated from further

review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

N-034-003

Since no federally listed threatened or endangered species occur within

the South Coast Rail study area, there is no designated critical habitat.

Rare species' habitat functions that would be lost from each alternative

are identified in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.15, Section 4.15.3.3.

 

N-034-004

Sea level rise was evaluated for two of the layover facility sites described

in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.18, Section 4.18.3.2.11. Changes in

precipitation patterns may be taken into consideration in the final design

of drainage systems for the LEDPA, when selected.

 

N-034-005

Potential impacts to the broad range of resources considered in Chapter

4 of the DEIS/DEIR include those that may result from construction and

operation of the Southern Triangle for the South Coast Rail.

 

N-034-006

Land development that could result from the South Coast Rail project

and the potential resultant environmental effects were evaulated under

two scenarios, build without mitigation and build with mitigation (smart

growth), as described in Section 5.3.2 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

N-034-007

Ridership projects were based on 2009 gas prices, fares, and parking

fees. Should these increase, each alternative would be equally effected.

Since the increase would not differentiate the alternatives, increases

were not considered.
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N-034-008

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3 describes the potential impacts to

cultural resources (comprised of archaeological and historical resources)

within the South Coast Rail project area. The Corps has initiated

consultation with the Native American Tribes.  Impacts to visual

resources, including the Taunton River within the context of its recent

designation as a Wild and Scenic River, are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.5, Section 4.5.6.1.
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N-035-001

As required by the Secretary's Certificate on the ENF, the Attleboro rail

alternatives, with both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were

evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-035-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.
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N-035-003

As required by the Secretary's Certificate, the Stoughton and Whittenton

Alternatives were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.
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N-035-004

As required by the Secretary's Certificate on the ENF, the Rapid Bus

Alternative was studied in the DEIS/DEIR. This alternative would require

significant infrastructure investments to create a dedicated lane for the

buses, and cannot be implemented as an interim measure.

 

N-035-005

MassDOT is currently investing $2 billion in repairing and maintaining the

Commonwealth transportation infrastructure.
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N-036-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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N-037-001

South Coast Rail stations have been designed to support multi-modal

connectivity. These connections are being further advanced through

some of the technical assistance awards to communities to implement

the 2009 South Coast Rail Economic Development and Land Use

Corridor Plan. For example, Taunton just completed a pedestrian and

bicycle access study for the Taunton Station. As the project's design

progresses, further work will be done on all the stations to ensure multi-

modal connections. Multi-modal accommodations at the individual

project stations are described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8. 

 

N-037-002

South Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas. Pedestrian and

bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations are described

in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations and

connections will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once a LEDPA has been selected. The regional travel demand

modeling and ridership estimating effort is described in Section 3.2.4. 

The methods used to estimate access by walking, biking, public transit,

car, and other modes are described in this Section.

 

N-037-003

South Coast Rail stations have been conceptually designed to support

pedestrian, bus and bicycle connectivity to surrounding areas.

Pedestrian and bicycle accommodations at the individual project stations

are described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8.  These accommodations

and connections will be further evaluated in Final EIS/EIR phase of the

project, once a LEDPA has been selected.
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N-037-004

As part of the implementation activities of the Corridor Plan, cities and

towns that are hosting stations are developing station area plans. These

plans are using the Commonwealth's Sustainable Development

Principles as guiding principles and will emphasize walkability. South

Coast Rail smart growth measures and the Economic Development and

Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described in DEIS/DEIR

Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's Smart

Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides supportive

grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this Section.

The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described in

Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.

 

N-037-005

MassDOT, in partnership with the cities and towns within the study area

for the South Coast Rail project, is taking a tailored approach to

designing the stations in ways that create new development

opportunities. Some station areas provide great opportunities for creating

high quality, transit-oriented development, while others will allow for

more small-scale infill development. Chapter 6 of the Corridor Plan

includes concept plans for many of the proposed station areas. These

plans depict future development potential and emphasize pedestrian and

bike connections to the stations from the adjacent neighborhoods. As

part of the ongoing technical assistance program, MassDOT is working

with the regional planning agencies and the cities and towns to further

refine station area plans and to develop zoning that will allow for mixed-

use development at the station sites.

 

N-037-006

South Coast Rail stations were subjected to a thorough screening

process. Refer to the detailed station site screening process described

in Section 3.1.4 of the DEIS/DEIR. Proposed stations have been planned

to support pedestrian and bicycle connectivity. Refer to conceptual
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station designs in both Sections 3.1 and 3.2 of the DEIS/DEIR.

South Coast Rail smart growth measures, including service to

environmental justice communities, and the Economic Development and

Land Use Corridor Plan (Corridor Plan) are described in DEIS/DEIR

Section 5.2.1.5. Information on the Commonwealth's Smart

Growth/Smart Energy Program, through which it provides supportive

grant programs and technical advice, is also available in this section.

The anticipated effects of smart growth measures are described in

Sections 5.3.1 and 5.3.2.
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O-001-001

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA process, along with

the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton

variation).

 

O-001-002

MassDOT agrees that the Rapid Bus Alternative would not support smart

growth as well as the rail corridors would.

 

O-001-003

Stations were selected using a variety of criteria. One criteria was

whether the station was located in a place near to where people are

already living and working. These station sites in smart growth locations

should facilitate some walk-in and bike-in ridership.
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O-001-004

While the primary emphasis of the project is to offer additional

transportation choices between Boston and the cities on the South

Coast, regional mobility between South Coast communities will also be

enhanced. Some potential for reverse commuting will be made possible

by the service as well. Current land use trends in southeastern

Massachusetts tend towards dispersed, low-density development. As

part of the Corridor Plan planning process and ongoing technical

assistance efforts, the Commonwealth is working with the cities and

towns to attract new development, including businesses, institutions, and

homes to the station areas. This will provide opportunities to access

services without relying on an automobile.

 

O-001-005

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-001-006

While the primary emphasis of the project is to offer additional

transportation choices between Boston and the cities on the South

Coast, regional mobility between South Coast communities will also be

enhanced. Some potential for reverse commuting will be made possible

by the service as well. Current land use trends in southeastern

Massachusetts tend towards dispersed, low-density development. As

part of the Corridor Plan planning process and ongoing technical

assistance efforts, the Commonwealth is working with the cities and

towns to attract new development, including businesses, institutions, and

homes to the station areas. This will provide opportunities to access

services without relying on an automobile.
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O-002-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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O-003-001

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

O-003-002

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

O-003-003

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. MBTA's outreach

program to schools, Operation Lifesaver, would be implemented in

affected communities, including Stoughton. 
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O-003-004

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a result of

the South Coast Rail project and are included in Section 4.1.4, analysis

of Impacts by Alternative. Potential impacts to emergency response

vehicles would be evaluated after selection of the LEDPA. MBTA would

coordinate with local emergency response providers in each affected

community.

 

O-003-005

Neither depression (tunneling) nor elevation of the rail through Stoughton

are included in the South Coast Rail project.  The project is not

anticipated to have an adverse impact on existing crossings in downtown

Stoughton.

 

O-003-006

Freight operations would maintain existing and planned service,  utilizing

existing lines and grade crossings. As explained in Section  4.1, Affected

Environment and Environmental  Consequences--Transportation,

impacts due to freight operations would be  unchanged as a result of the

South Coast Rail project.

 

O-003-007

MassDOT has evaluated each existing at-grade crossing to determine

whether grade separation was warranted for safety, traffic, or

environmental reasons, and whether it was feasible to construct.

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.5.2.3 describes the grade crossings

required for the Build alternatives. Impacts to traffic that may occur at the

grade crossings is presented in Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.4.2.4, and

potential mitigation measures to offset impacts are described in Section

4.1.5.1.
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O-004-001

MassDOT appreciates you sharing all of the enclosed information on

water resources in Easton. The potential impacts to water resources are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.

 

O-004-002

Please see response to Comment No. O-004-001.

 

O-004-003

Safety is the primary concern of the engineering team working on the

South Coast Rail project.

 

O-004-004

The Rapid Bus Alternative was evaluated in this DEIS/DEIR.
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O-005-001

As required by the Secretary's Certificate, Attleboro rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes and the Barrowsville

Station, were evaluated in the DEIS/DEIR.
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O-006-001

With mitigation and best management practices (such as drainage

features) in place, none of the Build Alternatives are expected to impair

any water resources. An analysis of individual impacts to private wells

was not performed, but the steps taken to minimize the potential for

ground water contamination and drinking water supply impairment under

each alternative would also reduce the potential for any impacts to

private wells. The railroad is not a significant source of surface or

groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate negligible

pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the crushed stone of

the ballast.

 

O-006-002

Construction and operation of the proposed project would occur within

the footprint of the existing right-of-way, to the extent possible. Once the

LEDPA is selected by the Corps, a complete wetlands delineation of the

alignment will be completed. During final design, wetland impacts are

expected to be reduced and specific mitigation measures will be

developed for the LEDPA in coordination with applicable regulatory and

permitting agencies.

 

O-006-003

Potential impacts associated with the South Coast Rail alternatives,

related to vibration, are described in Section 4.7.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. For

receptors located close to the tracks, the predicted vibration levels were

in the range of 85 to 89 VdB. These vibration levels are well below the

onset of minor structural damage (such as cracks in plaster walls)

threshold of 100 VdB for fragile buildings and well below the vibration

levels that could damage earthen dam structures.
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O-007-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.
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O-008-001

We have noted your opposition to the Stoughton Alternatives.
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O-009-001

An analysis of individual impacts to private wells was not performed, but

the steps taken to minimize the potential for ground water contamination

and drinking water supply impairment under each alternative would also

reduce the potential for any impacts to private wells. The railroad is not a

significant source of surface or groundwater contaminants. The moving

trains generate negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are

adsorbed by the crushed stone of the ballast. With mitigation and best

management practices (such as drainage features) in place, none of the

Build Alternatives are expected to impair any water resources.

 

O-009-002

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Sections 4.8.3.5.1 and

4.8.3.10.6, the proposed changes to the Stoughton Line and the

introduction of a new station at Easton Village would affect the visual

setting of the three historic properties closest to the project through the

introduction of new elements. Similarly, vibration levels at the Easton

Historic Train Station and other historic buildings in Easton Village would

be below the 100 VdB vibration threshold for the onset of minor

structural damage (such as small cracks in plaster walls) to fragile and

historic buildings. Section 4.8.5.3.1 describes how increases in noise

levels may be mitigated by installing sound insulation or constructing

sound barriers.

 

O-009-003

MassDOT has noted your comment. An analysis of individual impacts to

private wells was not performed, but the steps taken to minimize the

potential for ground water contamination and drinking water supply

impairment under each alternative would also reduce the potential for

any impacts to private wells. The railroad is not a significant source of

surface or groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate

negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the

crushed stone of the ballast. With mitigation and best management
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practices (such as drainage features) in place, none of the Build

Alternatives are expected to impair any water resources.

 

O-009-004

The Easton Village station would be flanked by two car-oriented stations,

Raynham Place and North Easton. These have been designed to

accommodate commuters using cars to access the train station, and will

be easier for car commuter to use than Easton Village. As part of the

technical assistance provided through the South Coast Rail Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan, the Old Colony Planning

Council is working with the Town of Easton to design strategies to

minimize commuters using side streets to park near the Easton Village

station.

 

O-009-005

Potential impacts to the Hockomock Swamp ACEC are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Sections 4.10.3.2.5 and 4.10.3.2.6 for the

Stoughton Alternative electric- and diesel-powered options, respectively.

Potential impacts to specific resources within the swamp are described

throughout the DEIS/DEIR, such as biodiversity, rare species, and

wetlands, in Chapters 4.14, 4.15, 4.16, respectively.

 

O-009-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comments.
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O-010-001

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.1.3.5.1., Highway

Corridor Rail Alternatives, constructing commuter rail within the  existing

highway right-of-way has been eliminated from consideration due  to

operational, construction, and environmental impacts.

 

O-010-002

As described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.1.3.5.1., monorail technology was

eliminated from consideration for the South Coast Rail project.
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O-011-001

The environmental impacts that would potentially result from the Easton

Village Station (along with potential impacts from all other project

elements) are described in the resource sections of DEIS/DEIR Chapter

4.  The Easton Village Station, as described in Chapter 3, Section

3.2.5.2.8 of the DEIS/DEIR, is intended to be a walk-in or drop-off

station, and would likely not include parking areas.

 

O-011-002

The ridership analysis provided by CTPS is based on a travel demand

model, which includes household surveys.

 

O-011-003

The Easton Village station would be flanked by two car-oriented stations,

Raynham Place and North Easton. These have been designed to

accommodate commuters using cars to access the train station, and will

be easier for car commuter to use than Easton Village. As part of the

technical assistance provided through the South Coast Rail Economic

Development and Land Use Corridor Plan, the Old Colony Planning

Council is working with the Town of Easton to design strategies to

minimize commuters using side streets to park near the Easton Village

station.

 

O-011-004

The station is intended to serve only the downtown of Easton.
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O-012-001

Potential impacts to the Hockomock Swamp ACEC are described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.10, Sections 4.10.3.2.5 and 4.10.3.2.6 for the

Stoughton Alternative electric- and diesel-powered options, respectively.

Potential impacts to specific resources within the swamp are described

throughout the DEIS/DEIR, such as biodiversity, rare species, and

wetlands, in Chapters 4.14, 4.15, 4.16, respectively.
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O-013-001

The Rapid Bus Alternative was evaluated in this DEIS/DEIR.
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O-014-001

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Cost per rider for each alternative is provided in Table 3.3-12.

 

O-014-002

The Alternatives Analysis Technical Report provides a summary of travel

times per alternative.  With the exception of the Whittenton Diesel

Alternative and the Rapid Bus Alternative, the remaining alternatives all

have a travel time less than that of the average commute time by car

during rush hour of 90 minutes.

 

O-014-003

The project time-frames are not arbitrary. The average commuting time

by car during rush hour for residents of New Bedford or Fall River to the

Boston metropolitan area is currently 90 minutes.

 

O-014-004

The ridership model includes time taken by commuters to get to and

from the train station.

 

O-014-005

A preliminary evaluation of the alternatives can be found in Section 3.3

of the DEIS/DEIR. Information on costs, impacts, and benefits for each

alternative is provided. In addition, the Corridor Plan analysis found that

the project would stimulate nearly $500 million in new economic activity

each year.

 

O-014-006

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2, all of the

Build Alternatives would pass through drinking water protection areas.

The railroad is not a source of surface or groundwater contaminants. The
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moving trains generate negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are

adsorbed by the crushed stone of the ballast. With mitigation and best

management practices (such as drainage features) in place, none of the

Build Alternatives are expected to impair any water resources.

 

O-014-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts to the listed

resources in Hockomock Swamp from construction and operation of any

of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations).

 

O-014-008

The emissions from the diesel train alternatives, described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.1.3.1, were calculated by using the traffic

analysis which represent the highest traffic numbers and adding the

emissions due to the proposed diesel trains into the EPA CAL3QHC

model. The emission factors used for the trains running along the line

and stopping at the stations for each pollutant were based on the EPA’s

train emission factors.

 

O-014-009

Direct and indirect noise and vibration impacts associated with each of

the South Coast Rail alternatives are evaluated and described in Section

4.6 and 4.7 of the DEIS/DEIR, respectively. 
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O-015-001

Safety is the primary concern of the engineering team working on the

South Coast Rail project. In dense residential areas, MassDOT will

install fencing as a safety measure.

 

O-015-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. MassDOT will take

your idea into consideration during final design of  the LEDPA, if one of

the Stoughton Alternatives is selected.

 

O-015-003

MassDOT has used the standard practice modeling for predicting

ridership. The horizon year for which ridership is estimated is 2030.
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O-016-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.

 

O-016-002

All Regional Transportation Plan projects and programmed MBTA and

Amtrak capital improvements committed for South Coast Rail corridors

were included in the evaluation of alternatives. This evaluation is

provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2. Amtrak is not proposing

to add a track along the Northeast Corridor as part of its planning

process.

 

O-016-003

MassDOT does not believe that the use of different statements of project

purpose will result in irreconcilable differences between the

Commonwealth's goals and the Corps' and DEP's permitting processes.

Large complex projects such as South Coast Rail typically have different

statements of project purpose adopted by the project proponent and the

regulatory agencies.  Project proponents often develop a purpose

statement that broadly defines the objectives and goals of a public

infrastructure project, which may include enhancing a regional

transportation system, improving public safety improving air quality,

supporting smart growth, contributing to economic growth, or promoting

transportation equity. The proponent's purpose statement guides the

Commonwealth's transportation planning and funding decisions. The

broad framework statements used by MassDOT are consistent with the

MEPA requirement that an EIR discuss "the objectives and benefits of

the project" (301 CMR 11.07(6)). MassDOT's project purpose statement
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is just that - a statement of the Commonwealth's objectives in advancing

the project.

 

O-016-004

The Corps will select the least environmentally damaging practicable

alternative from the set of alternatives presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter

3, Section 3.2.1. Alternative 2-- through Middleborough-- was eliminated

from further review as it does not meet the project purpose.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 470

O-016-005

The Corps has not yet identified the least environmentally damaging

practicable alternative.
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O-016-006

The Attleboro Alternatives (both electric- and diesel-powered) were

retained for evaluation in the DEIS/DEIR. The Middleborough

Alternatives (including Middleborough Full) were eliminated from further

review as they did not meet the project purpose. MassDOT has no plans

to "break the bottleneck" in Quincy.

 

O-016-007

Construction impacts to land use and the socioeconomic environment

from the Stoughton Alternatives are described in Chapter 4.2, Section

4.2.3 and Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. Expansion of

freight service is not currently planned for the Stoughton  Line segment

between Stoughton and Taunton. Any future freight service  on the

MBTA's right-of-way would be required to undergo MEPA review and  to

address potential effects on public water supplies. Safety is the primary

concern of the engineering team working on the South Coast Rail

project.
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O-016-008

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.
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O-017-001

Your opposition to the project is noted.
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O-017-002

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.

 

O-017-003

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-017-004

Neither depressing (tunneling) nor elevating the rail line through

Stoughton are included in the South Coast Rail project.
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O-018-001

Potential impacts to the Assonet Cedar Swamp are evaluated in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.2.

 

O-018-002

The CAPS analysis prepared by UMass compared the existing and

proposed future effects on connectivity between habitats (measured in

ecological integrity units), taking into account the increased frequency

and speed of trains.  This analysis showed no substantive differences to

the Assonet swamp for the future operating conditions.  The state-listed

species found in the Assonet swamp (wood turtle, eastern box turtle,

mocha emerald, hessel’s hairstreak)  are not species that are likely to be

sensitive to increased train traffic, or that would cross the tracks at

ground level.

 

O-018-003

MassDOT is willing to work with Mass Audubon to identify restoration

measures for the Assonet Cedar Swamp Wildlife Sanctuary to the extent

practical. However, MassDOT has committed to not changing existing

hydrology of any of the swamps through which the alternative alignments

pass.
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O-018-004

A single track system is proposed in this segment to reduce impacts to

the swamp.

 

O-018-005

The Corps has initiated consultation with the Native American Tribes to

identify and evaluate impacts to sites of significance to the tribes. There

are no designated traditional cultural properties recognized by  the MHC

as meeting National Park Service criteria within the South Coast  Rail

study area.

 

O-018-006

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.14, Section 4.14.3.2.2, MBTA will

adhere to an approved Vegetation Management Plan, as implemented

with  its Yearly Operating Plans, which restrict the use of herbicides in

areas adjacent to wetlands or sensitive resources such as Hockomock

Swamp and Assonet Cedar Swamp. Specifics of the  Vegetation

Monitoring Plan, potentially including “no-spray” zones, will  be

developed for the LEDPA, when selected. MassDOT will ensure the

appropriate parties have access to the rail line, as necessary, during

review of Requests for Determination of Applicability or Notices of Intent.

 

O-018-007

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

O-018-008

Chapter 3, Section 3.3.3.1.4 of the DEIS/DEIR summarizes the regional

planning effort described in detail in the Corridor Plan, prepared with

input from each community as well as the regional planning agencies

and other stakeholders across the South Coast. The Regional Open
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Space plan was used in creating priority areas identified in the Corridor

Plan. The Commonwealth is assisting local communities on a range of

tasks proposed by the municipalities that will help implement the Corridor

Plan through the technical assistance program.
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O-019-001

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

These results present ridership projections that have been refined since

the February 17, 2009 CTPS memorandum.

 

O-019-002

As described in Chapter 3, Section 3.1.2.2 of the DEIS/DEIR, the

alternatives were analyzed with respect to their ability to meet the project

purpose and need.
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O-020-001

The Corps held two public hearings during the scoping process

(Taunton, Dartmouth). It was not feasible to hold scoping hearings in all

study area towns.  However, MassDOT has held numerous civic

engagement meetings to allow local residents to comment on the

project.

 

O-020-002

As required by the Certificate on the ENF, three rail routes (and two

power sources for each) and one highway route, along with the No-Build

Alternative, are analyzed in the DEIS/DEIR. Other alternatives previously

considered have been eliminated from further evaluation because they

did not meet the project purpose or were not practical. EOEEA and the

Corps concurred with this range of alternatives.
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O-020-003

Environmental cost accounting has not been conducted.

 

O-020-004

This kind of evaluation would not inform the analysis of impacts that are

directly attributable to the alternatives under consideration.

 

O-020-005

Qualitative analyses of the secondary and cumulative effects of the

Project on air quality, including CO2 emissions (e.g., the carbon

footprint), are provided in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Sections 5.3.2.7 and

5.4.1, respectively.  A monorail system is not practical or feasible to

construct, and has been eliminated from consideration as an alternative,

as described in Chapter 3, Section 3.1.3.5.1.

 

O-020-006

Environmental cost accounting has not be conducted as it would not

contribute to a useful comparison between the alternatives.

 

O-020-007

MassDOT has no plans to expand the Old Colony Main Line within the

next three decades. Alternative 2- Through Middleborough has been

eliminated from further review as it does not meet the project purpose.

Projects being planned by MassDOT are listed in Chapter 3.
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O-020-008

All proposed passenger and freight service improvements by Amtrak,

CSX, Mass Coastal, and the MBTA have been considered with respect

to the South Coast Rail project.  There are no proposed improvements

that would affect the operation of alternatives. MassDOT continues to

work collaboratively with passenger rail providers and freight railroads

with which infrastructure is shared in order to advance the larger goals of

supporting public transportation and freight rail transport.
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O-020-009

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Section 4.8.3 describes the potential impacts to

cultural resources (comprised of archaeological and historical resources)

within the South Coast Rail project area. Potential impacts to historic

resources would be minimized by implementing the mitigation measures

described in Section 4.8.5.3. Mitigation costs are included in the capital

cost estimates for each alternative in Chapter 3.

 

O-020-010

These project-related effects were evaluated in the secondary and

cumulative effects analysis of the project. The South Coast Rail project's

approach toward integrating smart growth and transit-oriented

development is provided in the Corridor Plan, and the Commonwealth

will provide municipalities with resources to control future development

patterns.
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O-020-011

There would be no direct loss of affordable housing. Socioeconomic

impacts of the South Coast Rail project, including potential impacts to

residential values, are described in Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 of the

DEIS/DEIR.

 

O-020-012

The total increase of linked trips per alternative represents the shift in

mode choice due to a South Coast Rail project.  This number represents

the number of people who, without the project, would have otherwise

driven to work.  New system-wide boardings represent the overall draw

to the commuter rail transit system due to the South Coast Rail project,

which also represents an increase in capacity along other commuter rail

lines as particular alternatives attract system-wide new ridership.
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O-020-013

Reasonably foreseeable environmental consequences of the South

Coast Rail alternatives on  transportation systems are presented in

DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.4.

 

O-020-014

The air quality analysis for emissions from the diesel train alternatives is

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2.
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O-020-015

The airquality analysis for the diesel train alternatives, described in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2, includes modeling of particulate

emissions.

 

O-020-016

MassDOT does not anticipate a diesel fuel release to occur in

connection with development or operation of the South Coast Rail

alternatives; therefore, has not evaluated the potential impacts of such

an event. However, in the unlikely event that a release should occur, it

will be managed in accordance with the Massachusetts Contingency

Plan and other relevent state and federal regulations. 

 

O-020-017

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a result of

the South Coast Rail project and are included in Section 4.1.4, analysis

of Impacts by Alternative. At this time, Route 123 and Route 106 would

utilize at-grade crossings. Therefore, costs for separating these two

crossings were not included in the project.

 

O-020-018

Traffic impacts in North Easton are presented in DEIS/DEIR  Chapter 4,

Section 4.1.4.  Proposed traffic mitigation measures, associated with the

various alternatives, are presented in Section 4.1.5.
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O-020-019

Potential wildlife impacts associated with the South Coast Rail

alternatives, including impacts associated with fencing and other barriers

on wildlife, are described in Section 4.14.3 of the DEIS/DEIR. Mitigation

measures to minimize these impacts are discussed in Section 4.14.3.6 of

the DEIS/DEIS.

It should noted that fencing will be installed only in residential areas, not

in undeveloped areas and/or open space.

 

O-020-020

Environmental impacts that would result from growth induced by the

South Coast Rail project are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5,

Sections 5.3.2.1 and 5.4.4 for indirect and cumulative effects,

respectively. To the extent feasible, increased burdens on community

infrastructure are described in Section 4.3.3.

 

O-020-021

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts to the

environmental resources of the Hockomock Swamp from construction

and operation of any of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the

Whittenton variations). Environmental cost accounting has not be

conducted as it would not contribute to a useful comparison between the

alternatives.
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O-020-022

Comment noted.

 

O-020-023

The potential environmental impacts of the South Coast Rail project

alternatives on a broad range of resources are described throughout

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.
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O-021-001

Thank you for your support of the South Coast Rail project.

 

O-021-002

The potential direct and indirect impacts to the wetlands of the

Hockomock Swamp that would result from any of the Stoughton

Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations) are described in

Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3 and 4.16.3.4 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

O-021-003

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.8, Sections 4.8.3.5.1 and

4.8.3.10.6, the proposed changes to the Stoughton Line and the

introduction of a new station at Easton Village would affect the visual

setting of the three historic properties closest to the project through the

introduction of new elements. Similarly, vibration levels at the Easton

Historic Train Station and other historic buildings in Easton Village would

be below the 100 VdB vibration threshold for the onset of minor

structural damage (such as small cracks in plaster walls) to fragile and

historic buildings. Section 4.8.5.3.1 describes how increases in noise

levels may be mitigated by installing sound insulation or constructing

sound barriers.

 

O-021-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. As described in

Sections 4.1.5 (Transportation, Mitigation Measures) and 4.6.3.6 (Noise,

Mitigation)  of the DEIS/DEIR, appropriate mitigation will be provided for

adverse impacts due to noise or traffic associated with the South Coast

Rail project.
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O-022-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-022-002

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2, all of the

Build Alternatives would pass through drinking water protection areas.

However, with mitigation and best management practices (such as

drainage features) in place, none of the Build Alternatives are expected

to impair any water resources.  The railroad is not a source of surface or

groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate negligible

pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the crushed stone of

the ballast.

 

O-022-003

The DEIS/DEIR evaluated the impacts at grade crossings as a  result of

the South Coast Rail project. This analysis is included in  Section 4.1.4,

Analysis of Impacts by Alternative.

 

O-022-004

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts to the listed

resources in Hockomock Swamp from construction and operation of any

of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations).

 

O-022-005

The Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2. Rapid Bus is compared to other Build alternatives in Section

3.3.
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O-022-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-024-001

MassDOT has noted your opposition to the South Coast Rail Project.

 

O-024-002

Each of the alternatives listed in the Certificate has been subjected to a

full evaluation in accordance with MEPA and NEPA requirements. The

evaluation is provided in the DEIS/DEIR and is based on data collected

in 2008 and 2009.

 

O-024-003

The perennial stream along the Stoughton Line railroad bed in Easton is

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.2.2.4.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 517

O-024-004

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.5, the Zone II

areas crossed by the Stoughton Line already contain developed areas

and residential neighborhoods that are likely to have much larger

impacts on water quality than a rail corridor. No Zone I areas would be

affected by the construction on this line. This section also describes the

potential risk that the Stoughton Alternatives present to the drinking

water supply provided by the Hockomock Swamp. Expansion of freight

service is not currently planned for the Stoughton Line segment between

Stoughton and Taunton. Any future freight service on the MBTA's right-

of-way would be required to undergo MEPA review and to address

potential effects on public water supplies.

 

O-024-005

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.5, the Zone II

areas crossed by the Stoughton Line already contain developed areas

and residential neighborhoods that are likely to have much larger

impacts on water quality than a rail corridor. No Zone I areas would be

affected by the construction on this line.  The railroad is not a source of

surface or groundwater contaminants. The moving trains generate

negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are adsorbed by the

crushed stone of the ballast.

 

O-024-006

Potential impacts to state-listed species from construction and operation

of the South Coast Rail alternatives are described in Sections 4.14.3,

Biodiversity, and 4.15.3, Threatened and Endangered Species, of the

DEIS/DEIR. The analysis includes an evaluation of direct, indirect, and

temporary (construction) impacts to wildlife habitat within the study area. 

 

O-024-007

The results of the air quality analysis for emissions from the diesel train
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alternatives, described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4, indicate

that each of the diesel-powered alternatives would result in improved air

quality as compared to the No-Build Alternative.

 

O-024-008

Ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are provided in

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3.

 

O-024-009

Indirect and cumulative impacts of the South Coast Rail alternatives,

including induced traffic, are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5.

 

O-024-010

Indirect impacts and cumulative effects of the project, including

increased traffic from induced growth and other development impacts,

are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 5, Sections 5.3 and 5.4,

respectively.

 

O-024-011

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4.1, the reduction in

vehicle miles traveled (a function of the number of drivers on the road) is

directly related to the new transit ridership, which varies by alternative.

Between 81,495 and 296,569 fewer VMT per day would result from the

alternatives. CO2 emissions would be reduced by 6,588 to 62,333 tons

per year, depending upon the alternative. Diesel train alternatives would

not result in as great a reduction in CO2 emissions than the electric train

alternatives.  For example, the overall CO2emissions from the Attleboro

Electric Alternative would be 27,739,761 tons per year, while the

CO2emissions from the Attleboro Diesel Alternative would be

27,752,483 tons per year. This compares favorably to 27,802,094 tons

per year of CO2 emissions under the No-Build Alternative.
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O-024-012

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3 Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Cost  per rider for each alternative is provided in Table 3.3-12.

 

O-024-013

How well a transit alternative appeals to potential riders is directly

related to how easily patrons can get to stations.  The travel demand

model that estimates ridership takes into account the surrounding

transportation infrastructure and any barriers that make access to the

station difficult, which could potentially add to the in-vehicle travel  time

to the station.

 

O-024-014

The Rapid Bus Alternative is described in Chapter 3, Section 3.2.1.5,

and potential environmental impacts to various resources are described

throughout Chaper 4.
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O-025-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.

 

O-025-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-028-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated.

 

O-028-002

A conceptual Stoughton Station redesign, as part of the Stoughton rail

alternatives, is included in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.5.2.8. The conceptual

design features platforms moved to the south of Wyman Street.
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O-028-003

MassDOT is providing ongoing technical assistance to help Stoughton

plan for the redevelopment of its downtown area.
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O-029-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives,  with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in  the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the  Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated.  Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build  alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are  presented in

Chapter 4.

The Rapid Bus Alternative was also advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.

Rapid Bus and the other Build alternatives are evaluated in Section 3.3.
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O-031-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-032-001

Each of the alternatives listed in the Certificate has been subjected to a

full evaluation in accordance with MEPA and NEPA requirements. The

evaluation is provided in the DEIS/DEIR and is based on data collected

in 2008 and 2009. The 1995 conclusion was not based on a comparable

full evaluation of the alternatives.

 

O-032-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 526

O-032-003

The operations analysis includes the future needs of Amtrak and all

services on the Northeast Corridor.  The ability to provide service to

Cape Cod was taken into consideration in the evaluation of alternatives.

 

O-032-004

The alternatives analysis process described in Chapter 3, Section 3.1 of

the DEIS/DEIR considered a wide range of alternatives. Those

alternatives not meeting the project purpose and need were eliminated

from further analysis, and the seven alternatives described in Section 3.2

were subjected to the full analysis provided in the balance of

the DEIS/DEIR. 

 

O-032-005

The potential impacts of the Stoughton Alternatives (both- diesel and

electric-powered), along with the other alternatives

under consideration, on a broad range of environmental and social

resources, including traffic, safety, and air quality, are described

throughout Chapter 4 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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O-032-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-033-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-034-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.

 

O-034-002

The Rapid Bus Alternative was advanced for evaluation in the

DEIS/DEIR. This alternative is described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3,

Section 3.2. Rapid Bus is compared to other Build alternatives in Section

3.3.
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O-035-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-036-001

MassDOT appreciates your input and will take these issues into

consideration.

 

O-036-002

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated.
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O-037-001

The South Coast Rail Travel Demand Analysis Results, February 17,

2009, Table 1, presented incorrect service assumptions. These were

corrected and reissued. The remaining tables in the memorandum were

presented correctly in the original and were not revised.
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O-037-002

MassDOT will evaluate the severe impact locations to determine if a

noise wall can be provided. As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.6,

Section 4.6.3.6.1, noise barriers are usually cost effective only when

designed to shield a large number of residences spaced close together.

Under circumstances when a noise barrier is either not feasible because

of engineering or economic issues, building noise insulation will be

considered. Table 4.6-32 in Section 4.6.3.6.3 includes the length and

projected costs for sound barriers.
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O-038-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.
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O-038-002

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

O-038-003

Using the abandoned right-of-way between Whittenton Junction and

Mansfield was evaluated and eliminated from further consideration

during the South Coast Rail Phase I analysis. Should it be reintroduced

for consideration, it would face similar constraints as the Attleboro

Alternatives north of Mansfield, as described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3.
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O-039-001

Chartley Pond would not be filled by the South Coast Rail project. There

is one open water crossing associated with Chartley Pond that the

Attleboro Alternatives, if one is selected as the LEDPA, would cross on

an existing bridge. Wetlands associated with Chartley Pond would be

potentially impacted by the Attleboro Alternatives as summarized in

Table 4.16 of DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section 4.16.3.3.3.

 

O-039-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-039-003

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-039-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-039-005

Potential stormwater impacts at the proposed Barrowsville Station are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.3.3.10. If one of the

Attleboro Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA, the Barrowsville Station

would be designed and constructed in compliance with the

Massachusetts Stormwater Management Standards and Regulations,

which are summarized in Section 4.17.1.2.5.

 

O-039-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-039-007

Potential wetland impacts that would result from constructing the

Barrowsville Station are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16, Section

4.16.3.3.10. Existing traffic conditions in the vicinity of the Barrowsville

Station are described in Chapter 4.1, Section 4.1.3.5.2, and potential

impacts to traffic in Norton (where the proposed Barrowsville Station

would be located for the Attleboro Alternatives) are described in Section

4.1.4.2.5.
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O-039-008

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-039-009

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-039-010

Community impacts due to grade crossings will be evaluated during the

Final EIR/EIS phase of the project once the LEDPA for the South Coast

Rail project is selected. The brief period of time that each crossing would

be closed would not adversely affect school bus schedules. 
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O-039-011

 MassDOT has acquired the rail right-of-way in the South Coast Region,

and Mass Coastal has acquired the freight operating rights from CSX.

Impacts to freight rail operations are presented in DEIS/DEIR Section

4.1.

 

O-039-012

The South Coast Rail passenger service would be coordinated with

existing freight service by private providers. There would be no increase

in truck traffic due to termination of rail freight service.
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O-039-013

The Attleboro Alternatives are not expected to adversely impact

industrial and commercial employers in the South Coast region.

 

O-039-014

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-040-001

Ridership projections for each alternative are discussed in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.3, Summary of Ridership Modeling Results.

Cost  per rider for each alternative is provided in Table 3.3-12.  A

detailed Finance Plan for the LEDPA will describe how the project will

be funded and will be released after the publication of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

O-040-002

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1, provides a summary of travel

times per alternative.  With the exception of the Whittenton Diesel

Alternative and the Rapid Bus Alternative, the remaining alternatives all

have a travel time less than that of the average commute time by car

during rush hour of 90 minutes.

 

O-040-003

MBTA can control the in-train travel time but none of the other factors,

which have a wide range of variation and therefore have not been taken

into consideration.

 

O-040-004

Construction impacts to land use and the socioeconomic environment

from the Stoughton Alternatives are described in Chapter 4.2, Section

4.2.3 and Chapter 4.3, Section 4.3.3 of the DEIS/DEIR.
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O-040-005

A preliminary evaluation of the alternatives can be found in Section 3.3

of the DEIS/DEIR. Information on costs, impacts, and benefits for each

alternative is provided.

 

O-040-006

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Section 4.17.2.2.2, all of the

Build Alternatives would pass through drinking water protection areas.

The railroad is not a source of surface or groundwater contaminants. The

moving trains generate negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are

adsorbed by the crushed stone of the ballast. With mitigation and best

management practices (such as drainage features) in place, none of the

Build Alternatives are expected to impair any water resources. Potential

impacts to the Gary Lane wells were identified in Section 4.2 of the 2002

FEIR.

 

O-040-007

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4 describes the potential impacts to the listed

resources in Hockomock Swamp from construction and operation of any

of the Stoughton Alternatives (including the Whittenton variations).

 

O-040-008

The Stoughton Alternatives’ potential impacts to surface water are

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.17, Sections 4.17.3.5.3 and

4.17.3.5.4.

 

O-040-009

The air quality analysis for emissions from the diesel train alternatives,

described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.2, includes both

running and idling operations.
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O-040-010

Direct and indirect noise and vibration impacts associated with each of

the South Coast Rail alternatives are evaluated and described in Section

4.6 and 4.7 of the DEIS/DEIR, respectively.

 

O-040-011

As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Section 4.9.4, comprehensive

mesoscale and microscale air emissions modeling was completed for

each of the alternatives, including direct emissions from the South Coast

Rail vehicles (trains or buses), off-site power plant emissions for electric-

powered alternatives, and automobile emissions that would be reduced

due to transit ridership.

 

O-040-012

DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.9, Sections 4.9.3 and 4.9.4 provide the results of

the air emissions modeling for the construction phase and a comparison

of the air emission impacts of the alternatives, respectively.
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O-041-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.
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O-043-001

Alternative 2 (Through Middleborough) and Alternative 3 (Through

Attleboro/Middleborough) have been eliminated from further review as

they do not meet the project purpose.

 

O-043-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-044-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-045-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-046-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Section 4.14 of the

DEIS/DEIR describes existing biological resources within and adjacent to

the South Coast Rail study area, including the Attleboro Bypass, and the

potential impacts to these resources. 

 

O-046-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-046-003

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment. Existing biodiversity

conditions within the South Coast Rail study area, including the presence

of migratory birds, is described in Section 4.14 of the DEIS/DEIR.

 

O-046-004

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-046-005

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-046-006

Potential  wetland impacts from the Attleboro Electric Alternative and the

Attleboro Diesel Alternative are described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.16,

Sections 4.16.3.3.5 and 4.16.3.3.6, respectively. If either of the  Attleboro

Alternatives is selected as the LEDPA, field  delineations of wetlands,

vernal pools, and rare species would be  required.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 556

O-046-007

Potential wetland impacts along the Attleboro Alternatives, including

wetlands associated with Chartley Pond,  are described in DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4.16, Sections 4.16.3.3.3 and 4.16.3.3.4 for the electric and

diesel options, respectively. If either of the Attleboro Alternatives is

selected as the LEDPA, field delineations of wetlands would be required.

 

O-046-008

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-046-009

Please see response to Comment No. O-046-007.
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O-047-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-047-002

MassDOT will evaluate the severe impact locations to determine if a

noise wall can be provided. As described in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 4.6,

Section 4.6.3.6.1, noise barriers are usually cost effective only when

designed to shield a large number of residences spaced close together.

Under circumstances when a noise barrier is either not feasible because

of engineering or economic issues, building noise insulation will be

considered. To mitigate safety concerns, as described in Chapter 4.1,

Section 4.1.4.2.4, Morton Street and the private driveways to the south

would be closed and a bypass roadway constructed to the private grade-

separated crossing on Totham Farm Road.
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O-048-001

Each of the alternatives listed in the Certificate has been subjected to a

full evaluation in accordance with MEPA and NEPA requirements. The

evaluation is provided in the DEIS/DEIR.

 

O-048-002

As described in the environmental resource sections of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4,  MassDOT has conducted a thorough review of the potential

impacts to the environment that would result from any of the Stoughton

Alternatives (as well as all other Build Alternatives). Further refinement of

the conceptual design of all of the alternatives has resulted in a reduction

of the impacts to most (but not all) resources. Similarly, further

operational analyses have refined MassDOT's understanding of the

practicability of each alternative, as described in Section 3.1.2.2.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 560

O-049-001

MassDOT appreciates your input and will take these issues into

consideration.

 

O-049-002

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-050-001

How well a transit alternative attracts potential riders is directly related to

regional development, including highway and transit infrastructure

improvements. Regional improvement plans included in the travel

demand model are listed in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Section 3.2.4.1.2,

Regional Plan, and Table 3.2-2, Regional Transportation Plan Highway

Improvement Projects Included in the Travel Demand Analysis.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 563

O-050-002

Station-specific ridership estimates for each of the Build Alternatives are

provided in DEIS/DEIR Section 3.2.4.3.
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O-051-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.
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O-052-001

As presented in DEIS/DEIR Chapter 3, Stoughton rail alternatives, with

both diesel and electric commuter rail modes, were evaluated in the

DEIS/DEIR. Variations on these alternatives that follow the Whittenton

Branch through the City of Taunton were also evaluated. Reasonably

foreseeable environmental  consequences of the build alternatives,

including the Stoughton and  Whittenton alternatives, are presented in

Chapter 4.

 

O-052-002

Safety measures are outlined in DEIS/DEIR Section 4.1.  Further safety

measures will be evaluated as part of preliminary engineering, after a

LEDPA has been selected.

 

O-052-003

The MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.  Section 4.14.2

of the DEIS/DEIS describes existing biological resources within the

South Coast Rail study area, including along the Stoughton Alternative

corridor which would run through Easton. Section 4.14.3 evaluates the

environmental impacts to these resources that may result from

construction and operation of the South Coast Rail alternatives. 

 

O-052-004

An analysis of individual impacts to private wells was not performed, but

the steps taken to minimize the potential for ground water contamination

and drinking water supply impairment under each alternative would also

reduce the potential for any impacts to private wells. The railroad is not a

significant source of surface or groundwater contaminants. The moving

trains generate negligible pollutants, and any incidental drips are

adsorbed by the crushed stone of the ballast. With mitigation and best

management practices (such as drainage features) in place, none of the

Build Alternatives are expected to impair any water resources.
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O-052-005

As described in the environmental resource sections of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4,  MassDOT has conducted a thorough review of the potential

impacts to the environment that would result from any of the Stoughton

Alternatives (as well as all other Build Alternatives). Further refinement of

the conceptual design of all of the alternatives has resulted in a reduction

of the impacts to most (but not all) resources. Similarly, further

operational analyses have refined MassDOT's understanding of the

practicability of each alternative, as described in Section 3.1.2.2.
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O-053-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-053-002

A detailed noise evaluation has been conducted for this project and

is described in Section 4.6 of the DEIS/DEIR. The noise analysis is

based on the Federal Transit Administration (FTA) Guidelines.

 

O-053-003

As described in the environmental resources sections of DEIS/DEIR

Chapter 4,  MassDOT has conducted a thorough review of the potential

impacts to the environment that would result from any of the Attleboro

Alternatives (as well as all other Build Alternatives). The Corridor Plan,

summarized in Chapter 3, Section 3.3.1.4 of the DEIS/DEIR, describes

the initiatives proposed to protect open space through the Priority

Protection Area and Priority Development Area designations.

 

O-053-004

The Barrowsville Station, proposed as part of the Attleboro Alternative, is

located in Norton and if developed, would improve access to public

transportation for the community. As detailed in the South Coast Rail

Economic Development and Land Use Corridor Plancompleted in June

2009, the project would result in an increase of approximately $63-67

million in business output and 500-540 jobs for the 10 northern tier

communities, which include Norton. Norton would also benefit from the

implementation of smart growth measures at and within one-mile

surrounding the proposed Barrowsville Station. Smart growth, which is

discussed in Appendix B of the Corridor Plan, can reduce the cost of

public services, protect the environment, preserve of the unique

character of municipalities, stimulate economic growth, and reduce

dependence on automobiles.

 

South Coast Rail DEIS/DEIR

DEIS/DEIR -- Comments and Responses



Page 568

O-053-005

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-053-006

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-053-007

MassDOT appreciates your input and will take these issues into

consideration.  Evaluation of alternatives will include community benefits,

noise impacts, and impacts to wildlife habitat.
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O-054-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.

 

O-054-002

The capital costs of the alternatives can be found in Section 3.2.5.2.12 of

the DEIS/DEIR and comparisons of cost per rider in Section 3.3.2.1. 

Although Rapid Bus would be less costly to construct and operate, it

would not meet the project purpose.
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O-055-001

MassDOT has noted and considered your comment.
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O-056-001

As required by the Certificate, the Rapid Bus Alternative has been

subjected to a full evaluation as part of the MEPA and NEPA processes,

along with the Attleboro and Stoughton Alternatives (including the

Whittenton variation).
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