PUBLIC NOTICE

Comment Period Begins: November 19, 2013
Comment Period Ends: December 9, 2013
File Number: NAE-2005-1143

696 Virginia Road In Reply Refer To: Ruth M. Ladd

Concord, MA 01742-2751 Phone: (978) 318-8818
E-mail: ruth.m.ladd@usace.army.mil

20 DAY NOTICE

The District Engineer is soliciting comments on the 25 projects which have applied
for 2013 funding through Maine’s In Lieu Fee (“ILF”) program, the Maine Natural
Resources Conservation Program (“MNRCP”). The sponsor for the program is the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection. The program serves as an alternative form of
compensation for impacts to aquatic resources authorized by the New England District
Army Corps of Engineers (Corps) and/or the State of Maine Department of Environmental
Protection. These projects were submitted in response to a Request for Proposals (“RFP”)
issued in July 2013.

The RFP includes the criteria used to evaluate projects, the information required for a
proposal, and other related information. The RFP, the current amount of funds available
for release, and additional information can be found at the MNRCP website:
http://mnrcp.org/

Any of the projects which involve restoration, enhancement, and/or creation and will
require Corps, state, or local permits will be applying individually, not through this public
notice.

Attached are the following:
e Summary sheet of projects and the bioregion in which they are located;
e Funds available and the aquatic resource types which have been authorized to be
impacted; and
e Project descriptions and locus maps for the 25 projects.

The decision whether to approve funding for projects will be based on an evaluation of each
proposed activity and how and where it will compensate for aquatic resources lost through
authorizations issued under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act and/or Section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act. The decision will reflect the national concern for no net loss of
aquatic resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from each proposal must be
balanced against its reasonably foreseeable detriments and/or its appropriateness
considering the ecological needs of the bioregion in which it is located.


http://mnrcp.org/
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The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local
agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to determine the
most appropriate projects to receive funding from the MNRCP. Any comments received will
be considered by the Interagency Review Committee, including the Corps of Engineers, and
will be considered in the evaluation of the projects and the determination of which will
receive funding. To make this decision, comments are used to assess impacts on
endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and
the other public interest factors. Comments are used in the preparation of an
Environmental Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the
National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are also used to determine the need for a
public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed activity.

ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT

The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the
Sustainable Fisheries Act of 1996 (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to
consult with the National Marine Fisheries Service on all actions, or proposed actions,
permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely affect Essential Fish
Habitat (“EFH”).

The District Engineer has made a preliminary determination that the site-specific adverse
effect will not be substantial. Further consultation with the National Marine Fisheries
Service regarding EFH conservation recommendations is being conducted and will be
concluded prior to the final decision.

SECTION 106 COORDINATION

Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that the proposed projects
may affect properties in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places.
Additional review and consultation to fulfil requirements under Section 106 of the National
Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, will be ongoing as part of the proposal
review process.

ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSULTATION

The New England District, Army Corps of Engineers, has reviewed the list of species
protected under the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, which might
occur at the project sites. It is our preliminary determination that the proposed
activity for which funding is being sought is designed, situated or will be
operated/used in such a manner that it is not likely to adversely affect any federally
listed endangered or threatened species or their designated critical habitat. By this
Public Notice, we are requesting that the appropriate federal Agency concur with our
determination.
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The State of Maine has an approved Coastal Zone Management Program. Although
Coastal Zone Management consistency will be required for some of the individual
proposals, by this public notice we are requesting the state provide any applicable
comments at this time.

In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment. Anyone wishing
to comment is encouraged to do so. Comments should be submitted in writing by the
above date. If you have any questions, please contact Ruth M. Ladd at (978) 318-8818,
(800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367, if calling from within Massachusetts, or at the email
address noted above.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that
a public hearing be held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing shall
specifically state the reasons for holding a public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings
for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the best means for
understanding a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public.

The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in
response to this notice. All comments will be considered a matter of public record.

THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK.
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Jennifer L. McCarthy
Chief, Regulatory Division

If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices, please contact Ms. Tina
Chaisson at (978) 318-8058 or e-mail her at bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil. You may
also check here () and return this portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson,
Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, 696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA
01742-2751.

NAME:
ADDRESS:



mailto:bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil

2013 MNRCP Project Proposals

MNRCP Region Project Sponsor Project Town Acres .(;‘c:'r:;pensatlon

Aroostook Hills & Maine Farmland Trust Van Buren Forest Conservation Project |Van Buren 620.5 |Preservation,

Lowlands Enhancement

Central & Western  |Western Foothills Land Trust (Witt Swamp Preserve Extension Norway 100.49 |Preservation

Mountains

Central Interior & Atlantic Salmon Federation, [Etna Pond Fishway Carmel 361 [Fish Passage

Midcoast Maine Council

Central Interior & Belgrade Regional Bomazeen Wetlands Project Belgrade 224 |Preservation

Midcoast Conservation Alliance

Central Interior & Belgrade Regional Ingham Pond Project Mount 647 |Preservation

Midcoast Conservation Alliance Vernon

Central Interior & Brunswick-Topsham Land Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership: Brunswick 19.1 |Preservation

Midcoast Trust Skolfield

Central Interior & Brunswick-Topsham Land Upper Cathance River Wetlands - Topsham 19.4 |Preservation

Midcoast Trust Karonis

Central Interior & Casco Bay Estuary Wallace Shore Road Tidal Restriction Harpswell 13.51 |[Enhancement

Midcoast Partnership Restoration

Central Interior & Damariscotta River Sherman Marsh to Salt Bay Linkage Newcastle 97.5 |Preservation

Midcoast Association

Central Interior & Harpswell Heritage Land Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership: Harpswell 40.3 [Preservation

Midcoast Trust Liberty Farm West

Central Interior & Kennebec Estuary Land Trust [Morse Pond Ill Project Georgetown 86.4 |Preservation

Midcoast

Central Interior & Kennebec Estuary Land Trust [Sewall Pond Restoration Project Arrowsic 45 |Fish Passage

Midcoast

Central Interior & Maine Coast Heritage Trust |Kate Furbish Preserve Stream Brunswick 9.65 |Restoration,

Midcoast Restoration Enhancement

Central Interior & Medomak Valley Land Trust [Branch Bog Wetlands Waldoboro 79.6 |Preservation

Midcoast

Central Interior & Royal River Conservation Runaround Pond Landscape: Chesley Durham 95 |Preservation

Midcoast Trust

Central Interior & Royal River Conservation Runaround Pond Landscape: Colson Durham 23.3 |Preservation

Midcoast Trust

Central Interior & Sheepscot Valley Hidden Valley, MOJO, LLC Jefferson 1000 |Preservation

Midcoast Conservation Association

Central Interior & Sheepscot Wellspring Land  [Sheepscot Headwaters Wildlands Liberty 60 |Preservation

Midcoast Alliance Project

Central Interior & The Nature Conservancy Mill Pond Tidal Restoration Arrowsic 9.2 |Restoration,

Midcoast Enhancement

Central Interior & Town of Orono Orono Designated Growth Area & Orono 39.79 [Preservation,

Midcoast Vernal Pools Enhancement

Southern Maine Great Works Regional Land  |Salmon Falls Wetlands - Baxter Berwick 46 |Preservation
Trust

Southern Maine Great Works Regional Land [Salmon Falls Wetlands - Tuckahoe Berwick 29 |Preservation
Trust

Southern Maine Loon Echo Land Trust Perley Pond/Northwest River Project Sebago 150 |Preservation

Southern Maine Saco Valley Land Trust Smithfield Meadows - Gelardi 2 Biddeford 32.5 |Preservation,

Enhancement
Southern Maine The Trust for Public Land Knight’s Pond & Blueberry Hill Cumberland ‘ 215 ‘Preservation







Proposal Descriptions
Bomazeen Wetlands Project, Belgrade, Belgrade Regional Conservation Alliance

The Bomazeen Wetlands Project would have Belgrade Regional Conservation Alliance (BRCA) purchase
241 acres on a 281 acre parcel adjacent to Great Pond in Belgrade. The project will preserve 202 acres
of freshwater wetlands including 107 acres of freshwater forested wetland and 95 acres of freshwater

scrub-shrub wetlands. The project will preserve and restore about 39 acres of uplands adjacent to the

wetlands. Preservation of the property would prohibit future development and subdivision, and would
create a 250 foot buffer for the adjacent wetlands.



Branch Bog Wetlands, Waldoboro, Medomak Valley Land Trust

This project consists of an 80-acre fee purchase that includes forested upland buffer and significant
mixed wetland acreage associated with the Branch Bog, a mapped Inland Waterfowl and Wadingbird
Habitat. Other priority wetland resources on the site include vernal pools and associated critical
terrestrial habitat and first order tributary streams that drain to the bog. The project is within a
conservation focus area identified by both the Medomak Valley Land Trust and Maine Coast Heritage
Trust. Completion of the project is expected to build momentum for additional conservation efforts on
the bog that are already in discussion. Branch Bog is located at the head of the Western Branch of the
Medomak River north of Broad Cove in Waldoboro. This important headwater wetland ecosystem has
been a conservation focus of both Medomak Valley Land Trust and Maine Coast Heritage Trust given its
relatively intact condition and importance for regional water quality.




Etna Pond Fishway , Carmel, Atlantic Salmon Federation, Maine Council

The goal of the project is to restore sea-run alewives and other migratory fish to Souadabscook Stream
in the Penobscot River watershed, thereby enhancing adjacent wetlands, the riparian corridor, and
numerous species of fish and wildlife in the area. To achieve this goal, a fishway will be built on an
impassable town owned dam currently blocking the stream. An Alaskan Steeppass Fishway will be
installed at the site to allow passage for migratory fish such as alewives. The US Fish and Wildlife Service
(USFWS) and Maine Department of Marine Resources (DMR) have collected flow data above and below
the dam, analyzed the nearest gauging stations and estimated an overall water budget that predicts the
flows in the project area. The fishway will use 6 cubic feet per second and will be operational from May
1st to June 15th each year. The construction of the fishway will increase connectivity within the
watershed. The restoration of the alewife run will bring marine-derived nutrients (nitrogen,
phosphorous, carbon) into the watershed, which in turn can provide direct benefits to eagles and osprey
and indirect benefits to other birds and mammals that feed on algae, plankton, aquatic insects, and fish.
The export of millions of juvenile herring out of the watershed will likewise provide benefits to prey fish
and other life along the river corridor. The construction of a fishway at the last remaining blockage in
Souadabscook Stream will allow for the restoration of alewives, blueback herring, American eel and sea
lampreys into the upper watershed. The fishway will also allow for the movement of wild brook trout
that are found throughout the drainage.



Hidden Valley, MOJO, LLC, Jefferson, Sheepscot Valley Conservation Association

The Hidden Valley Project seeks to permanently protect by the purchase of fee simple interest, nearly
1,000 acres located within the heart of the 12 Rivers Conservation Initiative’s Ben Brook Focus Area.
The property is privately held and the owners have offered it to SVCA. Views from the granite ridge and
lake frontage make the property desirable for development. Hidden Valley Nature Center (HVNC) leases
the property from the owners. HVNC’s mission is: (1) to offer opportunities for non-motorized
recreation; (2) educational opportunities related to the natural world, ecological literacy, and
sustainable communities; and (3) to model innovative and sustainable forestry practices. HVNC's forest
management plan identifies activities to improve wildlife habitat and water quality, and minimize
erosion, their forest management is FSC certified. HVNC is exploring plans to improve woodcock
habitat. All forest management, education, and recreation programs avoid affecting sensitive habitats.
SVCA believes that making nature accessible to people of all ages is critically important through both
recreation and outdoor education and we are supportive of sustainably managed working forests.




Ingham Pond Project, Mount Vernon, Belgrade Regional Conservation Alliance

Project will preserve 467 acres of freshwater wetlands including 445 acres of forested and scrub-shrub
wetlands and 22 acres of emergent wetlands, and containing 273 acres of "high value" IWWH. Project
will maintain up to 5 acres of trails, logging roads, and upland cleared fields for habitat management,
biodiversity, property management, recreation, and hunting. Preservation of the property would
prohibit future development and subdivision.



Kate Furbish Preserve Stream Restoration, Brunswick, Maine Coast Heritage Trust

This project consists of the proposed removal of an earthen dam on an unnamed tributary stream that
empties into Harpswell Cove. The project site is located within the town of Brunswick’s newly
designated Kate Furbish Preserve, a 590-acre open space conveyance resulting from the closure of the
former Brunswick Naval Air Station. Priority wetland resources to be addressed include coastal
saltmarsh, freshwater emergent, scrub-shrub and stream channels. All wetlands and adjacent uplands
that will be influenced by the removal of the barrier are within the preserve. Additionally, a growing
patch of invasive Phragmites australis will be eliminated from a portion of the salt marsh immediately
downstream of the impoundment, and on-going erosion into an artificially enhanced vernal pool will
also be addressed through proposed site work. The project site is within the Maquoit and Middle Bay
Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance. Completion of the project will facilitate salt marsh
migration anticipated to occur as a result of sea level rise. The project is also expected to improve water
quality within the stream system that drains directly to commercially harvested shellfish flats.



Knight’s Pond & Blueberry Hill, Cumberland, The Trust for Public Land

Knight’s Pond & Blueberry Hill is an iconic 215 +/- acre property in Cumberland and North Yarmouth.
Countless families use Blueberry Hill as a place to connect with the natural environment and as a place
to recreate with family and friends. Historically, the property has been used extensively for numerous
non-motorized recreational purposes; whereas, the pond itself has been popular with families for
canoeing/kayaking, ice-skating and hockey games in the winter. As both an iconic recreational property
and boasting significant wildlife habitat, rare species and one of the largest undeveloped ponds in
Southern Maine, the Town of Cumberland and the Chebeague & Cumberland Land Trust have been
interested in conserving this high value property for decades. Proximity to Portland and Cumberland
Town Center, recent zoning changes and quality of life in Cumberland makes Knight’s Pond & Blueberry
Hill highly susceptible to development pressure. Avoiding development accomplishes three objectives:
protects a functioning wetland system with high value habitat, creates educational opportunities for

Cumberland’s public schools and maintains recreational opportunities for the two communities —
Cumberland and North Yarmouth.
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Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership: Liberty Farm West, Harpswell, Harpswell Heritage Land Trust

The purpose of the Liberty Farm West Project is to permanently preserve intertidal and subtidal
wetlands, a vernal pool, and a buffering forest in Middle Bay Cove at the northern end of Harpswell
Neck. The project is located Maine’s State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) designated Maquoit and Middle
Bay Habitat Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance (See Map 1) and within Casco Bay, an
Estuary of National Significance. The project is part of a collaborative partnership by HHLT, Brunswick
Topsham Land Trust (BTLT), and Maine Coast Land Trust (MCHT) called the Middle Bay Wetlands
Partnership. The purpose of the partnership is to conserve ecologically valuable land in the Middle Bay
portion of the Maquoit and Middle Bay Focus Area of Statewide Ecological Significance. BTLT is pursuing
a combined fee acquisition and conservation easement on the Caroline Skolfield property a short
distance north of Liberty Farm West on the Brunswick/Harpswell town line. BTLT and HHLT have
submitted a joint application for a grant from the National Coastal Wetlands Conservation Grant
Program of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service for the bulk of the funding for these acquisitions. HHLT will
acquire the fee interest in the property with MNRCP and other funds and manage them in perpetuity as
a natural preserve. The proposed use of the property will be as an HHLT preserve. The primary goal of
the preserve’s management will be to protect its ecological resources from degradation. Low impact
recreational activity and shore access for recreational and commercial shell fishermen will be allowed
consistent with preservation of its ecological resources.



Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership: Skolfield, Brunswick, Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust

The purpose of the Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership: Skolfield Project is to conserve an ecologically
rich setting that includes tidal wetlands, grasslands, and buffering forests. The project lands lie within
Maine’s State Wildlife Action Plan’s Maquoit and Middle Bay Focus Area of Statewide Ecological
Significance. The project objective is to permanently conserve the 19.1 Acres Skolfield property (17.1
acres with a conservation easement and 2 acres through fee acquisition), This project is part of a
collaborative partnership by BTLT, Harpswell Heritage Land Trust and Maine Coast Land Trust called
the Middle Bay Wetlands Partnership.



Mill Pond Tidal Restoration, Arrowsic, The Nature Conservancy

This project will restore tidal flow to a coastal wetland. A gravel road with a wooden bridge bisects the
salt marsh on The Nature Conservancy's Mill Pond Preserve and Holt Forest. The Conservancy just
purchased the inholding that the road serves and is the process of tearing down the house and
associated outbuildings. With the road no longer necessary for ingress and egress, we propose to
remove the bridge and portions of the road to restore tidal flow. The wood and stone cribbing of the
bridge creates a 3 foot dam within the tidal channel. A review of LIDAR data indicates a >1 ft. elevation
difference in marsh height between the upstream portion where sediment has accumulated behind the
road and the downstream portion of the marsh. In addition, an old mill dam is located where the marsh
flows into the Back River and additional sections of the old dam can be removed adjacent to the tidal
creek. A native stand of phragmites (Phragmites americanus) is located at the head of the marsh.



Morse Pond Il Project, Georgetown, Kennebec Estuary Land Trust

The 2013 Morse Pond Il Project seeks to protect an 86 acre property which is a valuable and critical
parcel to the protection of the Morse Pond area because of its connectivity and road access. The
property connects 325 acres (5 parcels) of KELT fee and easement properties creating a 410 acre
undeveloped block; AND it creates a new connection between this complex and the 746 acre Reid State
Park! Currently, none of the KELT’s fee parcels in the Morse Pond area has direct road access. The
property landowner is enthusiastic about providing a parking lot that will give increased public access in
a highly visible roadside location. The property also has 30.3 acres of wetland; 15.6 acres of significant
wildlife habitat, Inland Waterfowl and Wading Bird Habitat; and 51.6 acres of upland buffer. The
property encompasses a 0.46 acre palustrine pond and protects over 2,800 feet of stream including
Wellings Brook, which begins near the outlet of Morse Pond.



Orono Designated Growth Area & Vernal Pools, Orono, Town of Orono

Conservation of an at-risk vernal pool landscape that harbors the preponderance of blue spotted
salamanders within the designated growth area in Orono. The landscape embeds a chain of vernal pools
and forested wetlands along a corridor of 3,000 feet or more in length, crossing seven parcels. Two
parcels, including one with a known significant vernal pool, already are conserved. This project will
conserve two additional portions of the corridor, including at least one more known significant vernal
pool, and serve as a bridge to the rest of the corridor. This project grows out of a 4-year effort in
cooperation with the University of Maine Sustainable Solutions Initiative, in which Orono and Topsham
have identified and mapped vernal pools in their communities and, with assistance of the SSI program,
are exploring strategies for landscape land protection. The proposed project can serve as a model for
conservation planning that integrates the need for development with the preservation of significant
ecological assets.



Perley Pond/Northwest River Project, Sebago, Loon Echo Land Trust

Loon Echo Land Trust (LELT) will purchase and permanently protect approximately 150 acres on the
shoreline of Perley Pond and the Northwest River. LELT will enter into a management agreement with
MDIFW when the property is purchased to ensure that the wetlands, wildlife habitat and recreational
resources are managed consistent with MDIFW objectives while in LELT ownership. LELT may donate the
land to MDIFW if all restoration and related due diligence requirements have been accomplished. LELT
and MDIFW are committed to seeing the property protected and appropriately managed in perpetuity.



Runaround Pond Landscape: Chesley, Durham, Royal River Conservation Trust

RRCT proposes to acquire fee simple (65 acres) and conservation easement interests (30 acres) in the
100 acre Chesley parcel. If connected by the Colson parcel (see separate MNRCP application, the
Chesley parcel becomes adjacent to the 133 acre Runaround Pond Park owned by the Maine Division of
Parks & Public Lands and managed by the Town of Durham, resulting in a 220 acre park buffered by 30
acres of conservation easements. RRCT may transfer the fee to Maine DPPL while retaining a basic
conservation easement or interest on the fee, and RRCT would in any event retain all conservation
easements atop land retained by Chesley. The Chesley parcel includes stream and open wetlands
immediately upstream from the pond. The parcel includes valuable wildlife habitat and recreational
connectivity. The Chesley parcel advances goals of neighborhood conservation and recreation
connectivity, and will set the stage for future acquisitions.

Runaround Pond Landscape: Colson, Durham, Royal River Conservation Trust

RRCT proposes to acquire fee simple interests in the 23 acre Colson parcel. The parcel is adjacent to the
133 acre Runaround Pond Park owned by the Maine Division of Parks & Public Lands (DPPL) and
managed by the Town of Durham. RRCT may transfer the parcel to Maine DPPL while reataining a basic
conservation easement or interest. The Colson parcel includes stream and open wetlands immediately
adjacent to the pond, variably considered part of the pond itself. The parcel includes valuable wildlife
habitat and recreational connectivity. The Colson parcel sets the stage for the Chesley parcel (see
separate MNRCP application), and goals of neighborhood conservation and recreation connectivity.

Runaround Pond Chesley & Colson parcels
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Salmon Falls Wetlands - Baxter, Berwick, Great Works Regional Land Trust

This grant will assist the Great Works Regional Land Trust (GWRLT) in the fee acquisition of a 49 acre
parcel adjacent to the Trust's Salmon Falls River Conservation Area (107 acres) in Berwick. The purpose
of the acquisition is to preserve riparian land and wetlands, buffer a wetland restoration site, protect
the drinking water, provide a corridor for wildlife, allow for low impact recreation. Identified terrestrial
invasive species will be controlled. This proposal is in conjuction with the Tuckahoe project and much of
the information is similar. Except for the establishment of trails and control of invasive species the
property will be managed closely as "forever wild".

Salmon Falls Wetlands - Tuckahoe, Berwick, Great Works Regional Land Trust

This grant will assist the Great Works Regional Land Trust (GWRLT) in the fee acquisition of a 29 acre
parcel adjacent to the Trust's Salmon Falls River Conservation Area (107 acres) in Berwick. The purpose
of the acquisitions is to preserve riparian land and wetlands, buffer a wetland restoration site, protect
the drinking water, provide a corridor for wildlife, allow for low impact recreation, and provide a site for
research with the monitoring and management of wetlands through low altitude unmanned aircraft.
This project is partnered with the Baxter proposal and much of the information is identical. Except for
the establishment of trails and control of invasive species the property will be managed closely as
"forever wild".

Salmon Falls Baxter and Tuckahoe parcels



Sewall Pond Restoration Project, Arrowsic, Kennebec Estuary Land Trust

KELT seeks funding to assure perpetual access to Sewall Pond spawning habitat for alewives while
simultaneously allowing habitat connectivity for American eel, reptiles and small mammals. Restored
alewife access will improve water quality for resident species and recreational users. KELT and project
partners in coordination with MDOT have a bid-ready construction package for an enhanced fish/wildlife
passage culvert at the Route 127 crossing. Enhanced passage culvert will be entirely within the existing
MDOT right-of-way. Documentation and filing of verbally agreed upon conservation easements for the
in-stream weir have begun and applications for all necessary environmental permits have been filed. In
2006, Maine DEP determined Sewall Pond had phosphorus levels more than two times greater than
acceptable limits of 16ppb. Because alewives are net exporters of phosphorus, in the ensuing years
partners have been working to restore the Sewall Pond alewife fishery to historic levels. ACC and Maine
Department of Marine Resources identified two barriers to successful alewife passage into Sewall Pond:
one a deteriorating concrete structure downstream of the pond outlet, which was removed in 2007. The
second barrier is the outlet culvert of Sewall Pond which restricts alewife passage, for both in-migrating
adults and out-migrating young-of-year particularly during periods of low flow. The restoration of access
to the pond for alewives and other fish and reptile species will be the second and final piece of the
Sewall Pond restoration efforts.



Sheepscot Headwaters Wildlands Project, Liberty, Sheepscot Wellspring Land Alliance

The 60-acre Evans property is part of an ambitious plan to protect 10,000 contiguous acres in the
Sheepscot River headwaters region of Waldo County. The Evans property has 2,000’ of river frontage
and is located in the Chisolm Pond Focus Area, a priority area for protection as identified by a 2008
conservation plan for the Sheepscot River watershed. The Evans property also lies within a corridor
connecting two of the nine focus areas that are part of the larger 12 River Initiative regional
conservation effort being undertaken by ten midcoast land trusts that includes SWLA. This forested,
landlocked property lies within one of the most remote areas of the watershed, in a nearly 6,000 acre
unfragmented tract of forest land, one of the largest in the Sheepscot watershed. The Evans property
lies along a 7.5-mile stretch of undeveloped, nearly contiguous frontage and intact floodplain along the
Sheepscot River. The Evans property is one of three properties abutting each other that SWLA is
working to acquire. The forest is diverse, in species and age class and appears to have only been
selectively cut during the last twenty to thirty years. There are about 10 acres of wetland forest and the
riparian forest coverage is good. The entire area is undeveloped except for a few homes on nearby
Chisolm Pond. There is active forestry in the area and the abutting property to the north has undergone
some clearcutting. The area has gravel deposits and a small amount of gravel mining has taken place
nearby to the north and south. Conserving this property will help to establish the core of a large
protected habitat block, ensure that the area is safe from gravel mining and soil erosion, and protect a
buffer of forest cover along an important Atlantic salmon river.



Sherman Marsh to Salt Bay Linkage, Newcastle, Damariscotta River Association

This project consists of a fee acquisition of approximately 97-acres that abuts the Bureau of Parks and
Lands Dodge Point property and DRA Garber Preserve. Aside from habitat connectivity between priority
areas, a primary value of this project is protection of entire vernal pool complexes and associated critical
terrestrial habitat. The project area contains multiple vernal pools between forested ridgelines, many of
which based on hydro-period, depths, tadpole observations, and other physical features will likely
qualify as Significant Vernal Pools as defined in Maine DEP Significant Wildlife Habitat rules. The site is
dominated by mature mixed woodland and includes significant groundwater discharge sites that form
perennial headwater streams that drain to Sherman Marsh. We anticipate that this project can close
within a year of securing funding. Maine Coast Heritage Trust is assisting with project management and
technical support.



Smithfield Meadows - Gelardi 2, Biddeford, Saco Valley Land Trust

The 33 acre Smithfield Meadows (Gelardi) tract will be acquired in fee simple and protected in
perpetuity as a preserve by Saco Valley Land Trust. Resources include forested, freshwater emergent,
and scrub-shrub wetlands; a river, and vernal pools. MDIF&W staff states that based on the records
search: 'Given the number and configuration of spotted turtle occurrences surrounding the parcel, it’s
reasonable to suspect that the Little River and its tributaries might provide a travel corridor for the
species in this area. In particular, the tributary running north/northeast right through the parcel
terminates near a large cluster of spotted turtle observations.' This tract lies within the 16,000 acre
Biddeford-Kennebunkport Vernal Pool Complex, a Beginning with Habitat Focus Area of statewide
significance. The parcel also abuts 54 acres of existing SVLT conservation land to the west, and is near
several thousand acres of conservation land within the BwH focus area, in both Biddeford and
Kennebunkport. The region is one of the best refuges left for the spotted and Blandings turtles, state
listed species.
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Upper Cathance River Wetlands - Karonis, Topsham, Brunswick-Topsham Land Trust

BTLT proposes to acquire a 20-acre easement along the Cathance River in Topsham that includes
significant freshwater wetland acreage (11.22 acres) and approximately 670 feet of frontage on the river
itself. The Karonis property includes inland wading bird and waterfowl| habitat mapped as Significant
Wildlife Habitat by the Maine Dept. of inland Fisheries and Wildlife and the property is adjacent to the
Beginning with Habitat Kennebec Estuary Focus Area. The property is part of the larger Upper Cathance
River Wetlands Conservation Project and would bring the total conserved lands in the project area to
520 acres including the nearby Cathance River Farm, Bradley Pond Farm and Perry Preserve (all
conserved by BTLT). The Upper Cathance River Wetlands Project encompasses the headwaters of the
Cathance River which is significant because it is one of the six rivers that drain into Merrymeeting Bay
and therefore the Upper Cathance River Wetlands Conservation Project is an important piece of the
puzzle that makes up the Merrymeeting Bay/Kennebec Estuary conservation initiative. BTLT has
negotiated an agreement with the landowners to purchase the easement and anticipates a July 2014
closing.



Van Buren Forest Conservation Project, Van Buren, Maine Farmland Trust

The proposed project at the Van Buren Forest includes permanent protection of 427.5 acres through
purchase of a conservation easement and the enhancement of 117 acres of Evergreen Seepage Forest
and 25 acres of Northern Hardwoods Forest through selective cutting on non-desirable species as well
as cultivation and understory planting of long-lived native species. A detailed forest cruise was
conducted in 2008, during which a digital photograph of the forest floor and stand was acquired at each
cruise point, among other information. A follow-up forest cruise proposed in this project will be useful
for comparing spatial and temporal changes in forest condition. Furthermore, the project will be
featured during the 2014 World Acadian Congress, in addition to other properties also recently
designated as Acadian Forest Habitat Management Areas managed in cooperation with the Upper St.
John River Organization (USJRO). The objectives of the Van Buren Forest Conservation Project are to: 1)
permanently protect 471 acres by purchasing a bargain sale conservation easement; 2) enhance at
minimum 146.9 acres of three important forest communities (i.e., Cedar Spruce Seepage Forest 37.6
acres, Alder Floodplain 19.4 acres, and Northern Hardwoods Forest 92.5 acres) via selective removal of
non-desirable species and on-site nursery cultivation of long-lived, native species for understory
planting, and; 3) incorporate outdoor classroom opportunities centered around land protection and
sustainable forest practices, both in the forest and under a future on-site run-in shelter.



Wallace Shore Road Tidal Restriction Restoration, Harpswell, Casco Bay Estuary Partnership

On behalf of multiple partners, including local landowners and the Harpswell Conservation Commission,
CBEP intends to propose replacement of an undersized, failing concrete box culvert/bridge with a
correctly sized structure where Wallace Shore Road crosses a small tidal creek (Fish Barrier Inventory
#9079). CBEP intends to seek funding for engineering, supplies/materials, construction, project
management, and monitoring costs. CBEP’s objectives are to restore historic impacts to the adjacent
13.5 acre (NWI) estuarine tidal wetland, enhance wetland resiliency, relieve the impoundment of water,
and improve exchange of tidal water, freshwater, aquatic organisms, and sediments beneath the road.
Indications of wetland degradation include comparisons of upstream/downstream surface water
hydrology, channel dimensions, and qualitative vegetation observations, as well as scour and road bank
erosion. Surface water hydrology monitoring (CBEP 2013) illustrates that the road creates a severe
restriction to tidal exchange between the New Meadows River and the wetland (upstream: reduced
tidal range, height, and inundation, the effects of which are amplified during spring tides; impoundment
at low tide). Vegetation around perimeter of the wetland, which is predominantly salt marsh, appears
to have shifted, as indicated by the presence of freshwater scrub/shrub and Typha spp. in low-lying
areas. The current concrete structure has partially collapsed, forming a series of steps/perches. Erosion
of the road bank has also contributed to ‘slugs’ of road material filling the channel. Despite the
crossing’s failed state, the road remains passable by vehicles accessing the handful of properties at the
end of the road.



Witt Swamp Preserve Extension, Norway, Western Foothills Land Trust

The Western Foothills Land Trust proposes to purchase an additional 96+ acres, predominantly forested
wetlands and stream habitat, adjacent to our 161 acre Shepard's Farm and Witt Swamp Preserves in
Norway. The project would provide water quality benefits for Pennesseewassee Lake, additional
wetlands and deer yard habitat protection, and would allow the Trust to connect trail systems on
Shepard's Farm and Witt Swamp Preserves by a year-round non-motorized trail on the uplands. The 96+
acre parcel is located within a mile of Main Street Norway and would complete an extensive ring of trails
from the downtown. (Trail easements would be need on two parcels off Crockett Ridge Road, both
owners have agree to those easements pending acquisition of the Witt Swamp Preserve Extension).
Adjacent land use is currently mixed working forest/residential along Pleasant Street and Crockett Ridge
Roads.
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