15-DAY NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE

Comment Period Begins: July 22,2014

gfs Elr\\gme(e;?srgs Cpmment Period Ends: August 12, 2014
New England District File Number: NAE-2013-0032

696 Virginia Road In Reply Refer To: Cori M. Rose
Concord, MA 01742-2751 Phone: (978) 318-8306

E-mail: cori.m.rose@usace.army.mil

The District Engineer has received a permit application to conduct work in waters of the United States from
Killingworth Cranberries, LLC c¢/o Keith B. Bishop, 25 Meadow Ridge Lane, Guilford, Connecticut. This
work is proposed in Pond Meadow Brook at Pond Meadow Road, Killingworth, Connecticut. The site
coordinates are: 41.41429 North Latitude and -72.57962 East Longitude and depicted on the attached location

map.

THIS IS AN AFTER-THE-FACT PERMIT APPLICATION.

The work conducted included the discharge of 185 cubic yards of clean sand fill over a 9,940 square foot area in
waters and wetlands associated with Pond Meadow Brook for construction of a new access road berm to control
seasonal water levels. Work also included cutting and grubbing of trees and shrubs over a 2.6 acre area and
subsequent discharge of sand over a 1.32+ acre area for reclamation of the eastern growing area for planting of
cranberry bushes.

The purpose of the work was to restore the surface of the cranberry bog to a condition suitable for commercial
cranberry production and mechanical harvest.

Bog reclamation activities include:

Excavation to remove wetland vegetation (herbs and shrubs), including the existing cranberry vines,
and organic wetland soil to a depth of approximately 8 inches

Modification of an existing 675+ foot-long bog road and berm to increase its height and width (1-foot
and 10-feet, respectively) on the northern border of the reclaimed bog

Construction of 1,192+ linear feet of new 10-foot wide and 1-foot high berm/bog road on the eastern,
southern and western borders of the reclaimed bog

Discharge of 1,376 cubic yards of clean sand fill in the former wetland area to a depth of 4-inches to re-
establish a planting bed

Construction of 2.5-foot deep toe drain along the perimeter of the new berm to facilitate drainage during
high water conditions.

Installation of 4-inch diameter plastic corrugated subsurface drainage tiles and interior drainage pipes at
a depth of 12-inches below the filled surface to replace existing open drainage features

Construction a 0.40 acre 7-foot deep irrigation and tailwater recovery pond

Installation of 18-inch culvert and 12-inch diameter (invert 497-feet NGVD)

Installation of underground irrigation system

Planting of approximately 11,761 cranberry plants (1 plant/square foot).
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The work is shown on the attached plans entitled “EXISTING CRANBERRY BOG,” on 2 sheets dated “April
29,2014” revised “June 24, 2014 and “PRELIMINARY CRANBERRY BOG LAYOUT” on 1 undated sheet.

Mitigation measures to offset the loss of flood storage, prevent the discharge of soil and silt downstream and
facilitate break-down of chemical pesticide applications included the construction of a 0.4 acre irrigation and
tailwater recovery pond. The pond will provide an increase in flood storage of approximately 140 cubic yards
and serve as pre-treatment before discharge to the Pond Meadow Brook tributary. Much of the irrigation pond
and the pump house have been located in upland to minimize impact to wetland. The constructed bog road has
been minimized to a single-wide access of 10-feet over the standard 12-foot single wide width.

Compensation for direct and secondary impact to wetland habitat function is anticipated to be maintained by
contribution into the Connecticut In Lieu Fee Program and/or enhancement measures on bog adjacent to the
commercial wetland.

AUTHORITY

Permits are required pursuant to:

__ Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899

_ X Section 404 of the Clean Water Act

_____Section 103 of the Marine Protection, Research and Sanctuaries Act.

The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed
activity on the public interest. That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization
of important resources. The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against
its reasonably foreseeable detriments. All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered,
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are: conservation, economics, aesthetics, general
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality,
energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people.

The Corps of Engineers is soliciting comments from the public; Federal, state, and local agencies and officials;
Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider and evaluate the impacts of this proposed
activity. Any comments received will be considered by the Corps of Engineers to determine whether to issue,
modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal. To make this decision, comments are used to assess
impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, and the other
public interest factors listed above. Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental Assessment
and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. Comments are
also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest of the proposed
activity.

Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended.
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NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT

Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that little likelihood exists for the proposed
work to impinge upon properties with cultural or Native American significance, or listed in, or eligible for
listing in, the National Register of Historic Places. Therefore, no further consideration of the requirements of
Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, is necessary. This determination is
based upon one or more of the following:

a. The permit area has been extensively modified by previous work.

b. The permit area has been recently created.

¢ The proposed activity is of limited nature and scope.

d. Review of the latest published version of the National Register shows that no presence of
registered properties listed as being eligible for inclusion therein are in the permit area or general vicinity.

g Coordination with the State Historic Preservation Officer and/or Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer(s)

ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSULTATION

The New England District, Army Corps of Engineers has reviewed the list of species protected under the
Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended, which might occur at the project site. It is our preliminary
determination that the proposed activity for which authorization is being sought is designed, situated or will be
operated/used in such a manner that it is not likely to adversely affect any Federally listed endangered or
threatened species or their designated critical habitat. By this Public Notice, we are requesting that the
appropriate Federal Agency concur with our determination.

The following authorizations have been applied for, or have been, or will be obtained:
() Permit, License or Assent from State.
(X) Permit from Local Wetland Agency or Conservation Commission.
(X) Water Quality Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act.

In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment. Anyone wishing to comment is
encouraged to do so. Comments should be submitted in writing by the above date. If you have any questions,
please contact Cori M. Rose at (978) 318-8306, (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367, if calling from within

Massachusetts.

Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be
held to consider the application. Requests for a public hearing shall specifically state the reasons for holding a
public hearing. The Corps holds public hearings for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the
best means for understanding a wide variety ot concerns from a diverse segment of the public.
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The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in response to this notice.
All comments will be considered a matter of public record. Copies of letters of objection will be forwarded to
the applicant who will normally be requested to contact objectors directly in an effort to reach an understanding.

THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK.

/ L,,’ /
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‘ /
) Robert J. DeSista
ZC 0 j'k Chief, Permits and Enforcement Branch
Regulatory Division

/

If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices by email, please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at
(978) 318-8058 or e-mail her at bettina.m.chaissonusace.army.mil. You may also check here () and return
this portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson, Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,

696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751.

NAME:
ADDRESS:
PHONE:
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Notes Existing cranberry bed (land in agrlcultural use) lies entlrely wnthln wetlands (jurisdictional waters of the United States).

Approximate length of original bog road = 675'+
Average variable width of original bog road = 8' to 10’

Original bog road
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*Per Army Corp terminology request, Un-exempted portion of
1.32 +- acres. However this area has been in continuous
agricultural production by previous owner.

Legend

—— . > e—— Property Line / Right Of Way Line

Un-exempted cranberry bed limit

Existing cranberry bog prior to renovation

Prepared For Date Thomas A. Stevens & Associates, Inc.

Keith Bishop 04-29-14 Rev. 06-24-14 Civil Engineers ® Land Surveyors
Location Project 141 Durham Road, Unit 24
' P.O. Box 568

155 Pond Meadow Road, Kl“lngworfh Connecticut 5480 ,
= Madison, Connecticut 06443-0568
Assessor's Info Btk (203) 245-0149 (860) 373-0260
Map 09, Lot O3 85x 11 org ] ) Fax (203) 245-0731 www.civilsurvey.org




Note Exrstrng cranberry bed (land in agrlcultural use) lies entrrely within wetlands {jurisdictional waters of the Umted States)

Original ditch

Map Reference N

Mﬁ&eggnflgured bog
limits

Reconfigured bog
118,748 sq.ft.

New bog road
185¢cy+
9" wide
1,192'+ length , i ,
9,940 sq.ft. Property Line / Right Of Way Line

Reconfigured bog road
New bog road outside original wetlands

New bog road within original wetlands

Exrstrng cranberry bog post renovatron

Prepared For Scale Thomas A. Stevens & Associates, Inc.
Keith Bishop 04-29-14 Rev. 06-24-14 I' - 100 Civil Engineers ® Land Surveyors
Location Project Drawn 141 Durham Road, Unit 24

155 Pond Meadow Road, Killingworth, Connecticut 5480 Tony Bolduc ) P.O. BOX 568
- : - Madison, Connecticut 06443-0568
) Bsneasic’s Infe (203) 245-0149 (860) 373-0260

/\/\cp OQ Lor 03 Fax (203) 245-0731 www. crvrlsurvey org
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CONSTRUCTION SEQUENCING

Faginecring design can only partially guaruntco success of a
project of his fype. Construction sequetcing i critical to
campleting the project as designed optimizing inputs and
canfrolling costs while all at the same time minimizing impacs
o both the site and surroundings accas. The following.
constmuction sequencing i recommended.,

11 Construction Sequeneing: Site construction shall be
undertaken to minimize the impacts on adjacent uplands
aud wetlands, Construction shall proceed as outlined
below:

12 Construetion of site aceess: Prioc to consiruction of
cranberry beds, site access from public rondways to the
site shall be in plnce. The access road shall be
constructed to the location on site where fhs sediment
pond s o be constructed as shown on the sitc plans.

13 Work staging areas: Following the construction of
site aceess an arcn shall be designated and prepared for
storage of equipmont, stock piling consiruction malerials
including sund and for temporary storage of surplus
‘matorial. Location of the work steging urea sball be

within close proximity 10 site access 5o a3 ot 10 interfere.
with site construction.

14 Interior Pond Ce ol

15 Instaltation of site dralange: Whea site access has been
completed and the sediment pond constructed preliminary
i be dnstalled. Preliminary drainage shall
consist of but not be limited to construction of ditches as
shown on plans.

&

Roads and bed construction: Construction of ronds
and cranberry beds follow the installation of site:
drainage. Roads and cranberry bed construction shall
begin upgrade from the seditnent pond and proceed
down grade toward the sediment pond insuring positive
site dminage during all phases of consmuction. Roads
shall be constructed from material removed for the
eranberry during rough grading. When constructing
1oads an open passage shall Be left at a suitable location
ypically al and end of the bed section to permit
cquipment to puss to and from the bed providing access
for placemen of sand end associnled grading nctivities.

17 Placement of bed sand: Sand shall be placed on the
eranberty beds following installation of tile drains after
the bed has been brought to rough finish grade. The sand
layer used for planti e on average 6 in. bul not
less than 2 in. To mi ize the volume of sand used the
grading of the bed prior fo the placement of sand should
be within Scm of the required grade. To provent
compaction of the sand layer placement of the sand shall

Following
of the work staging area will involve excavation of
approximately 1/4 of the pond to stage runof

the far end of the bed (o the near work area.

1.8 Installation of irrigation: Tnstullation of solid set
ivigation shall be i i

L9 -overy pond pe
“The taitwater recovery pond will for mast designs be an
extension of the sediment pond und shall be buill in
uceordance with epproved site plans. Tailwaler recovery is
an Integral component of the cran i
10 colleet runoff from cranberry beds, providing for the
removal of suspended solids, removal of dissolved nutrients
and agriculturel compounds, and the collection of imigation
and flood water for reuse. ‘Tailwaler recovery ponds are
designed to opernto by gravity and permitling recycling of
irrigation and flood water discharge.

2.0 Primary ceservoir construction: The primary rosetvoic
‘can be construction in phases that correspond to the.
construction of cranberry beds pormilting excavated
‘matorial to be used in the construction of roadways,
cranberry beds or staging areas. The primary reservoir

construction can continue over the life of the projest.

bog system designed

i3 ,,
should be undertaken and completed as » single phase:
project.

2.0 Vine Planting: The final activity s the planting of vines.
Vine plasting follows cranberry bed preparation,
installation of ircigation and on of an sdequate

Fomas A Stoven
&

Assacictes, Inc.

(Civil Englneers . Land Surveyors|

Durham Road, Unit
P.0. Box 568
Madison, Connecticut
064430568

203) 245-0149
860) 373-0260
Fax (203? 245-0731
wuw.civilsurvey.org
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town of Qlingworth.
Thomas A Stevers, PE, & LS.

This design s besed upon standards 2s set forth In thel
publc health code of the State of Conrectiaut and the.

Associcias Inc.

Preliminary

Cranberry Bog Layout
Prepared For

Keith Bishop

A

water supply to support irsigation needs.

22 and ith pl

el

insure success. This pbase includes weed control, disease

cantrol, control of insccts and plant nutrition. Information
2 ki ittty

(sedimentay pond). ed site plans. phase
THROUGH BOG & Construction of the system shall follow r should be modified to mect site
Not Te S sand on cranberry beds, Care shall be taken not lo specific conditions,
damage denin tiles, water control siructures or open
drainage ditches.
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