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The District Engineer has received a permit application to conduct work in waters of the United States 
from the Connecticut Port Authority (CPA), 455 Boston Post Road, Suite 204, Old Saybrook, 
Connecticut.  The work is proposed in the Thames River at State Pier, 200 State Pier Road, New London, 
Connecticut 06320.  The site coordinates are: Latitude 41.359373 Longitude -72.091748 

The purpose of this project is to create infrastructure in Connecticut that will serve as a long-term, regional 
wind turbine generator (WTG) port facility while at the same time continuing to support other existing long-
term breakbulk operations for steel, coil steel, lumber, copper billets, as well as other cargo. 

The proposed State Pier Infrastructure Improvement (SPII or Project) includes onshore site work and in-water 
activities in the Thames River, New London, Connecticut.  The proposed work is separated into 
demolition/removal activities and construction/installation/improvement activities.  The Project will be 
completed in 2 phases – generally moving from upland areas to in-water work with some overlap occurring 
between the Phase 1 and Phase 2.   

Phase 1 work generally consists of the on-shore improvements and activities at the site, as well as select in-
water demolition activities.  Work will include demolition of buildings, excavation, grading and installation of a 
stormwater management system and utilities.  The site will be levelled and graded to accommodate future uses.  
Specifically, the entire upland portion of the site will be provided with a level, compacted gravel surface for use 
by any cargo handling and storage activities.  Also included in Phase 1 are select in-water activities, including 
derelict structure removal, which have been authorized by the State of Connecticut under a Certificate of 
Permission and by the Corps of Engineers under a General Permit. 

Phase 2 work generally consists of the in-water and over-water improvements such as dredging, fill placement 
and marine structure construction for creation of the new Central Wharf area and heavy-lift pad.  Anticipated 
SPII components are discussed in more detail below.   

Phase 1 Work (Uplands and NE Bulkhead/Dolphin Removal) 
Onshore Demolition Activities 

• Demolition of various existing buildings (including the Administration Building and Warehouse 1) and
site utilities in upland area.

• Demolition of a segment of State Pier Road, including the bridge and bridge abutment.
• Offsite relocation of NOAA station.
• Removal of existing onsite rail tracks.
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In-Water and Over-Water Demolition Activities 
• Demolition of existing berthing dolphins permitted separately under CT DEEP OLISP Certificate of 

Permission (COP) number 201910828-COP issued 10/07/19 and USACE CT General Permit (CT GP), 
file number NAE-2018-02161, issued 11/01/19. 

• Demolition of Northeast Annex timber pile supported concrete deck on east side of Admiral Shear State 
Pier along shoreline (±6,300 sf: Northeast Annex pile and superstructure demolition work also 
authorized in above authorizations). 

Onshore Improvements 
• Cutting of the onsite hill (±190,000 CY).  These soils will be used as fill between the two piers during 

Phase 2 activities. 
• Overall grading and compaction of the site and installation of a gravel surface (±25 acres).   
• Installation of retaining wall or earth embankment to maintain existing State Pier Road. 
• Installation of new drainage and stormwater treatment system to meet stormwater quality requirements. 
• Onshore installation of an anchored heavy-lift relieving platform on the existing Northeast Bulkhead 

(±700 lf impact along existing bulkhead: bulkhead work permitted separately under CT DEEP COP / 
USACE GP process (see authorization numbers above). 

• Installation of fendering and bollards at Northeast Bulkhead. 
• Installation of new electrical utilities.  High mast light poles will be installed.  Electrical equipment may 

include electrical substations, transformers and powered racks for nacelles. 
• Installation of new fire protection mains, hydrants and potable water supply lines. 
• Installation or upgrade of sanitary sewers.   
• Installation of perimeter security fencing and gate. 
• New roadway entrance to the site. 

Phase 2 Work (Waterfront Works: State Pier / CVRR Pier / Central Wharf) 
In-Water, Over-Water and On-Shore Improvements 

• Demolition of approximately 400 linear feet of State Pier to facilitate construction of the heavy lift pile 
supported area and bulkhead at the State Pier East Berth (approximately 78,000 sf). 

• Demolition of select segments of the west face of State Pier concrete deck to facilitate fill between the 
piers (approximately 24,000 sf). 

• Demolition of SE corner of State Pier to facilitate mooring dolphin (approximately 350 sf). 
• Dredging of Turning Basin / Approaches including approaches to both berths.  Dredging to -39.8’ 

NAVD88 (-36’ MLLW + 2’ overdredge), matching the existing depth of the adjacent Federal Channel.  
This includes approximately 60,000 CY of material, including overdredge.  The majority of this material 
will be generated in the northern portion of the turning basin. 

• Dredging of vessel berthing area to -41.8’ NAVD88 (-38’ MLLW + 2’ overdredge) along proposed 
Northeast Bulkhead heavy lift area (±97,700 CY) and at the East Berth heavy lift area.  The East Berth 
heavy lift area dredging work consists of seabed preparation work (described below) which would generate 
approximately 80,900 CY of material. 

• Seabed preparation for installation of crushed gravel areas to allow for berthing of vessels with jack up 
legs or similar at both the Northeast Bulkhead and East Berth heavy lift areas (this includes dredging to -
53.8’ NAVD88 (-50’ MLLW + 2’ overdredge) to facilitate a 12’ thick rock pad (maximum).  This upper 
limit of rock pad thickness requires up to 154,900 CY / 254,400 sf of dredging for the two locations). 
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Prepared areas would be returned to berthing area design elevations via placement of gravel fill 
(~76,000 CY per jack up pocket). 

• Installation of longitudinal steel sheeting in CVRR pier. 
• Installation of king pile bulkhead between the State Pier and the CVRR Pier, extending into the CVRR 

pier, tying into the new longitudinal sheet pile wall along the CVRR pier. 
• Filling approximately 7.4 acres (~322,000 SF) between the CVRR Pier and State Pier to create the new 

Central Wharf operational area (±400,000 CY) which is located adjacent to the heavy lift area at the 
proposed East Berth.  Approximately 308,600 CY will be placed below MHHW (+1.21 ft. NAVD88) 
and the balance will be placed above this elevation to raise the Central Wharf to finish grades.   

• Installation of steel sheet pile to enclose the State Pier heavy lift platform.   
• Filling approximately 0.7 acres (~30,500 SF) between the existing State Pier riprap slope and proposed 

sheet pile wall along its East Face1.  Approximately 15,000 CY will be placed below MHHW (+1.21 ft. 
NAVD88) for the East Face Heavy lift area creation.   

• Installation of stone columns in the filled area of the new Central Wharf between the piers. 
• Upgrade of fendering and bollards at east face State Pier install vessel berth. 
• Installation of a toe wall to protect an existing eelgrass bed from dredging activities.  Toe wall will 

consist of up to ~170 ft. of combination sheet pile (to extend ~1 ft. above mudline). 
• Installation of mooring bollard at SE corner of State Pier. 
• Installation of high mast lights. 
• Installation of cold ironing infrastructure. 
• Installation of piles and associated gangway to support CT DOT Chester-Hadlyme ferry overwintering 

at the Northwest Bulkhead area. 
 
Suitable dredge materials and upland soils will be used for fill between the two existing piers.  The CPA has 
conducted soil and sediment characterization studies to ensure the materials proposed for use as fill between the 
two existing piers are suitable. Additional quantities of offsite fill material may be required.  Other fill sources 
may include unrelated dredge projects or offsite sources.   
 
In addition, sediment dredged from the site may require offsite upland disposal or upland beneficial reuse for 
logistical reasons.  If geotechnical characteristics, Project sequencing or other factors such as onsite space 
dictate, offsite disposal of select dredged materials may be required.  Offsite disposal of any such unsuitable 
sediment would be disposed of at an approved facility in compliance with all applicable regulatory 
requirements. 

The work is shown on the enclosed plans entitled “State Pier Infrastructure Improvements, State Pier 
Facility, New London, Connecticut,” on 35 sheets, and dated “05/05/2020.” 
 
The proposed project has been designed using the best available measures to avoid and minimize adverse 
impacts to aquatic resources.  The applicant is pursuing mitigation to compensate for unavoidable impacts to 
these resources. 
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AUTHORITY 
Permits are required pursuant to:  
    x  Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 
    x  Section 404 of the Clean Water Act 
    x  Section 14 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33 USC 408) 
 
The decision whether to issue a permit will be based on an evaluation of the probable impact of the proposed 
activity on the public interest.  That decision will reflect the national concern for both protection and utilization 
of important resources.  The benefit which may reasonably accrue from the proposal must be balanced against 
its reasonably foreseeable detriments.  All factors which may be relevant to the proposal will be considered, 
including the cumulative effects thereof; among those are:  conservation, economics, aesthetics, general 
environmental concerns, wetlands, cultural value, fish and wildlife values, flood hazards, flood plain value, land 
use, navigation, shoreline erosion and accretion, recreation, water supply and conservation, water quality, 
energy needs, safety, food production and, in general, the needs and welfare of the people. 
 
The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, New England District (Corps), is soliciting comments from the public; 
Federal, state, and local agencies and officials; Indian Tribes; and other interested parties in order to consider 
and evaluate the impacts of this proposed activity.  The Corps will consider all comments received to determine 
whether to issue, modify, condition or deny a permit for this proposal.  To make this decision, comments are 
used to assess impacts on endangered species, historic properties, water quality, general environmental effects, 
and the other public interest factors listed above.  Comments are used in the preparation of an Environmental 
Assessment and/or an Environmental Impact Statement pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act. 
Comments are also used to determine the need for a public hearing and to determine the overall public interest 
of the proposed activity. 
 
Where the activity involves the discharge of dredged or fill material into waters of the United States or the 
transportation of dredged material for the purpose of disposing it in ocean waters, the evaluation of the impact 
of the activity in the public interest will also include application of the guidelines promulgated by the 
Administrator, U.S Environmental Protection Agency, under authority of Section 404(b) of the Clean Water 
Act, and/or Section 103 of the Marine Protection Research and Sanctuaries Act of 1972, as amended. 
 
The activities proposed herein will also require permission from the Corps pursuant to 33 U.S.C. 408 because it 
will either alter or temporarily/permanently occupy or use a Corps federally authorized Civil Works project 
known as the New London Harbor Waterfront Channel, Connecticut. The proposed alteration is located in the 
portion between and around the existing two piers at State Pier New London.  A permit pursuant to Section 
10/404 shall not be granted until the Section 408 permission is issued.  Through this public notice we are 
soliciting information necessary to inform the Corps evaluation and review.  
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ESSENTIAL FISH HABITAT  
The Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, as amended by the Sustainable Fisheries 
Act of 1996  (Public Law 104-267), requires all federal agencies to consult with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service on all actions, or proposed actions, permitted, funded, or undertaken by the agency, that may adversely 
affect Essential Fish Habitat (EFH).  Essential Fish Habitat describes waters and substrate necessary for fish for 
spawning, breeding, feeding or growth to maturity. 
 
The dredging portion of this project will impact approximately 595,400 square feet of EFH.  Habitat at this site 
can be described as primarily silt with limited sand and gravel.  Loss of this habitat may adversely affect species 
that use these waters and substrate.  However the District Engineer has made a preliminary determination that 
the site-specific adverse effect will not be substantial.  Further consultation with the National Marine Fisheries 
Service regarding EFH conservation recommendations is being conducted and will be concluded prior to the 
final decision. 
 
The fill for wharf creation, including dredged material disposal will have an adverse effect on approximately 
352,500 square feet of EFH.  This habitat supports winter flounder as well as other fisheries resources. Loss of 
this habitat may adversely affect species that use these waters and substrate.  The District Engineer has made a 
preliminary determination that site-specific impacts may be substantial.  Accordingly, the Corps will submit an 
expanded EFH assessment to the National Marine Fisheries Service, who in turn will provide conservation 
recommendations to the Corps.  The Corps will coordinate with the applicant regarding implementation of these 
recommendations.  The EFH consultation will be concluded prior to the final decision. 
 
NATIONAL HISTORIC PRESERVATION ACT 
Based on his initial review, the District Engineer has determined that the proposed work may impact properties 
listed in, or eligible for listing in, the National Register of Historic Places.  Additional review and consultation 
to fulfil requirements under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, will be 
ongoing as part of the permit review process. 
 
 
ENDANGERED SPECIES CONSULTATION  
The Corps has reviewed the application for the potential impact on Federally-listed threatened or endangered 
species and their designated critical habitat pursuant to section 7 of the Endangered Species Act as amended.  It 
is our preliminary determination that the proposed activity for which authorization is being sought is designed, 
situated or will be operated/used in such a manner that it is not likely to adversely affect a listed species or their 
critical habitat.  We are coordinating with the National Marine Fisheries Service on listed species under their 
jurisdiction and the ESA consultation will be concluded prior to the final decision. 
 
OTHER GOVERNMENT AUTHORIZATIONS   
The states of Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire and Rhode Island have approved Coastal 
Zone Management Programs.  Where applicable, the applicant states that any proposed activity will comply 
with and will be conducted in a manner that is consistent with the approved Coastal Zone Management 
Program.  By this Public Notice, we are requesting the State concurrence or objection to the applicant’s 
consistency statement. 
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The following authorizations have been applied for, or have been, or will be obtained: 
(x)  Permit, license or assent from State. 
(x)  Water Quality Certification in accordance with Section 401 of the Clean Water Act. 
 

COMMENTS 
In order to properly evaluate the proposal, we are seeking public comment.  Anyone wishing to comment is 
encouraged to do so.  Comments should be submitted in writing by the above date.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Diane M. Ray at (978) 318-8831 (800) 343-4789 or (800) 362-4367, if calling from within 
Massachusetts. 
 
Any person may request, in writing, within the comment period specified in this notice, that a public hearing be 
held to consider the application.  Requests for a public hearing shall specifically state the reasons for holding a 
public hearing.  The Corps holds public hearings for the purpose of obtaining public comments when that is the 
best means for understanding a wide variety of concerns from a diverse segment of the public. 
 
The initial determinations made herein will be reviewed in light of facts submitted in response to this notice.  
All comments will be considered a matter of public record.  Copies of letters of objection will be forwarded to 
the applicant who will normally be requested to contact objectors directly in an effort to reach an understanding. 
 
THIS NOTICE IS NOT AN AUTHORIZATION TO DO ANY WORK. 
 
 
 
 

Robert J. DeSista 
Chief, Policy and Technical Support Branch 
Regulatory Division 

 
 
If you would prefer not to continue receiving Public Notices by email, please contact Ms. Tina Chaisson at  
(978) 318-8058 or e-mail her at bettina.m.chaisson@usace.army.mil.  You may also check here (     ) and return 
this portion of the Public Notice to: Bettina Chaisson, Regulatory Division, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers,  
696 Virginia Road, Concord, MA 01742-2751. 
 
NAME:                                                               
ADDRESS:             
PHONE:             
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