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Information

USACE Draft Feasibility Study&EA:USACE Draft Feasibility Study&EA: 
http://www.nae.usace.army.mil/Missions/Pro

jectsTopics/Searsport aspxjectsTopics/Searsport.aspx

MEDEP e-mail:
Channeldredge.dep@maine.govg p@ g
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Background
 USACE authorized by Congress to study 

navigation improvements at Searsport g p p
Harbor 
 One of the roles of the U S Army Corps ofOne of the roles of the U.S. Army Corps of 

Engineers with respect to navigation is to 
assist States to provide reliable andassist States to provide reliable and 
efficient waterborne transportation 
systems (channels harbors andsystems (channels, harbors and 
waterways) for the movement of 
commerce
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commerce



 Study Sponsor is Maine DOTy p
 In Feasibility Phase – Draft 

R t&EA l d i A ilReport&EA released in April 
2013
 Project approval and 

th i ti i d i tauthorization required prior to 
design and constructiong
Meeting is prior to filing for 

St t WQC
BUILDING STRONG®
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State WQC



Penobscot
Existing 
Federal

Penobscot 
River

Federal 
Navigation 
ProjectProject
Authorized 
in1962in1962
Constructed 
in1964in1964
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Federal Navigation Project
1964 project constructed and 

~465 000 cy dredged~465,000 cy dredged 
material disposal in upper 
Penobscot Bay

Navigation Features:
 3500 foot long channel in 

front of piersfront of piers
 -35 feet MLLW, authorized 

depth
 1500 foot wide turning 

basin
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Mack Point

Cargo Pier

Liquid Pier

Facilities at 
M k P i tPort established in 1903

New State Cargo pier built in 2003  to replace 
Mack Point
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the old railroad pier



Commodities

 Liquid Pier receives liquid q q
products: petroleum and 
petroleum productsp p

 Cargo Pier receives bulk Cargo Pier receives bulk 
commodities: includes 
chemicals salt gypsumchemicals, salt, gypsum, 
clay, machinery
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Navigation

The authorizedThe authorized 
channel depth 
of -35 feetof 35 feet 
MLLW results in 
navigationnavigation 
inefficiencies at 
the portthe port

Ship Diagram
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Objective is to decrease navigation j g
inefficiencies for ships calling on the port 
at Mack Point

Federal interest in a navigation project is 
established based on reduced cost of 
commodity transport

Looked at without and with improvement 
conditions; considered a range of 
improvements -37 to -42 feet MLLW
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Proposed Improvement 
Project

Deepen channel and turning 
basin to  -40 feet MLLW

Entrance channel would be 
widened from 500 feet at the 
narrowest point to 650 feetp

Maneuvering area adjacent to 
east berth of Cargo pier about 
875 feet on the west side and 
1,066 feet on the east side and a 
width of 400 feet

892,000 cy of improvement 
material and 37,100 cy of 
maintenance material
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maintenance material
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Turning Basin X-Section
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Sediment and Geotechnical 
CharacterizationCharacterization

 Included 10 Vibracores for sediment physical 
and chemical analysis (Battelle Report)and chemical analysis (Battelle Report)

5 b i l b L (F ibilit 5 borings plus one probe – Logs (Feasibility 
Report -Geotechnical Appendix)

 Marine Geophysical investigation -side scan 
sonar magnetometer and sub bottom profilessonar, magnetometer, and sub bottom profiles -
for archaeological and geological data (Ocean 
Surveys Inc. and Public Archaeological
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Surveys Inc. and Public Archaeological 
Laboratory)
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Material testedMaterial tested 
and 
d t i d tdetermined to 
be suitable for 
open water 
disposal at p
these three 
sitessites
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Agency Environmental 
CoordinationCoordination

 National Marine Fisheries Service National Marine Fisheries Service
 USFWS 
 EPA
Maine Resource Agencies
Maine Historic Preservation OfficeMaine Historic Preservation Office
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Protection to Environmental 
ResourcesResources

 Construction Window – November 8 to Construction Window – November 8 to 
April 9 to avoid impacts to Atlantic 
Salmon and other natural resources inSalmon and other natural resources in 
Penobscot Bay
 Long Cove to be dredged first to avoid Long Cove to be dredged first to avoid 

winter flounder spawning impacts
N fl No scow overflow
 Targeted dredged material disposal
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Eelgrass survey
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Cullen No 18 lost May 1938Cullen  No. 18  lost May 1938
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Archeological Survey, Archival Research



Project Area

Disposal p
Area
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