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COLONEL CHARLES P. SAMARIS

Commander and District
Engineer New England District

                 
Colonel Charles Samaris, a Methuen, Massachusetts native, assumed command of the New 
England District on July 29, 2011. He graduated from the University of Miami, Florida with a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Architecture. He earned a Master’s of Science in Foundations of 
Education (Health Promotion Programs) from Troy State University and a Master’s of Science in Military Operational Arts and
Sciences from Air University. His military education includes the Engineer Officer Basic Course and the Armor Officer Advanced 
Course, and the Air Command and Staff College.

In 1989 Colonel Samaris was commissioned as a Regular Army Second Lieutenant in the United States Army Corps of 
Engineers. In March 1990, he was assigned to Company A, 20th Engineer Battalion (Corps Combat) where he served as Sapper 
Platoon Leader and Company Executive Officer, to include six months of service in the Persian Gulf during Operations Desert 
Shield/Storm. In 1992, Colonel Samaris was assigned to the 2nd Infantry Division (Mechanized), Republic of Korea (ROK) where 
he initially served as the staff officer to the Assistant Division Engineer, G-3 Operations. He then assumed command of 
Company B, 44th Engineer Battalion (Divisional Mechanized), 2ID-ROK, serving as the Task Force (TF) Engineer for TF 2-72 
Armor. He assumed a second command, serving as Commander, 50th Engineer Company (Assault Float Bridge), 2ID-ROK, 
providing river crossing support to the 2nd Infantry Division until September 1995. Colonel Samaris was then assigned to the 
United States Army National Training Center at Fort Irwin, California, where he served as an Observer/Controller (O/C) for 
engineer commanders and staffs at company, battalion, and brigade level through 1997. Following that assignment, he served 
as the Engineer Instructor and Deputy Chief of the Combined Arms and Leadership Division at the United States Army Infantry 
School, Fort Benning, Georgia. While at Fort Benning, he served as the Operations Officer (S-3) and Executive Officer for the 
317th Engineer Battalion (Divisional Mechanized), 3rd Brigade Combat Team (BCT), 3rd Infantry Division. During this time he 
deployed with 3BCT as the Engineer Battalion Commander (Forward) for Operation Desert Spring, and subsequently as 
Battalion Executive Officer during Operation Iraqi Freedom and 3ID combat operations to liberate Iraq. Upon return from Iraq, he 
served as the Deputy Director of Operations and Training at the Western Hemisphere Institute for Security Cooperation at Fort 
Benning, Georgia from August 2003 to May 2006. 

Colonel Samaris served as the Commander of the 35th Engineer Battalion, Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri for two years. 
Responsible for the initial military training (IMT) of all enlisted combat engineers (21B/Combat Engineer and 21C/Combat Bridge 
Crewmember), the battalion trained over 16,000 new Sappers, turning civilian volunteers into combat-ready Soldiers. After 
command, Colonel Samaris deployed to Iraq serving as the Division Operations Officer (G3) for the Gulf Region Division of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, synchronizing command and control for a multi-billion dollar, nationwide reconstruction program 
in support of Multi-National Force-Iraq (MNF-I) stability operations. Upon redeployment in July 2009, Colonel Samaris served as 
the Chief of Staff of the U.S. Army Engineer School through June 2010, with primary responsibility for publishing, 
communicating, and advancing the Regimental Campaign Plan. Colonel Samaris’ most recent assignment was serving as the 
Senior Service College Fellow in the Massachusetts Institute of Technology Security Studies Program.

Colonel Samaris’ decorations include the Bronze Star Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Meritorious Service Medal with silver 
oak leaf cluster, the Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Army Achievement Medal with two oak leaf 
clusters, the National Defense Service Medal, the Armed Forces Expeditionary Medal, the Southwest Asia Service Medal with 
two service stars, the Iraq Campaign Medal with two service stars, the Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary and Service 
Medals, the Korea Defense Service Medal, the Army Service Ribbon, the Overseas Service Ribbon with “two” device, the 
Kuwait Liberation Medal (Saudi Arabia), the Kuwait Liberation Medal (Kuwait), the Combat Action Badge, the Air Assault Badge,
and the Parachutist Badge. His unit decorations include the Presidential Unit Citation, the Joint Meritorious Unit Award, and the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation.
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